^#. 


^i 


Digitized  by  tine  Internet  Arcliive 

in  2009  witli  funding  from 

University  of  Pittsburgli  Library. System 


Iittp://www.arcliive.org/details/adventuresofpere01smol 


Cooke's  pocket  EDmo?r  or  select  xo"vels  . 


J. 

Tttfi 


^ 


ADVENTURES 

or 

PEREGRINE  PICKLE. 

IK  WHICH  ARE  IVCLCRED, 

MEMOIRS  OF  A  LADY  OF  QUALITY. 

-To-...    -   G-^.-  ■■'  ^ 

BY  DR.,  SMOLLETT.      . 

IN  FOUR  VOLUMES. 


Coofee  g  (Smtiotu 

tVBILLUHED  WITH  S'JP£RB  ESCRATIK©!. 

VOL.  L 


Rtfpicere  exemplar  vits  rnonimque  jubebo 

I>oAum  imitatorera,  et  veras  hinc  ducere  voces.        Ho»» 


loiiDon  t 

ffUwd  for  C.  COOKE.  No.  1-,  Paternoftef.R©W| 

Afid  folJ  by  all  the  Bookfellcrt  in 

'to*n  zad  Country. 


4ooi^ 


•FHE 

ADVENTURES 

OF 

PEREGRINE  PICKLE. 


CHAP.    I. 

An  Account  of  Mr,  Gamaliel  Pickle.  The  Difpofition  ef 
bis  Sifter  dejcribed,  HefieLis  to  her  Solicitations ^  and 
returns  to  the  Country. 
TN  a  certain  county  of  England,  bounded  on  one  fide 
-*■  by  the  lea,  and  at  the  diltance  of  one  hundred  mile* 
from  the  meti-opolis,  lived  Gamaliel  Pickle,  Efq.  tht 
father  of  that  hero  whole  adventures  we  propofe  to  re- 
cord .  He  was  the  fon  of  a  merchant  in  London,  who 
(like  Rome)  from  Imall  begiimings,  had  raifed  himfelf 
to  the  higheft  honours  of  the  city,  and  acquired  a  plen- 
tiful fortune  J  though,  to  his  infinite  regret,  he  died 
before  it  amounted  to  a  plumb  j  conjuring  his  fon,  as 
he  relpefted  the  laft  injunftion  of  a  parent,  to  imitate 
his  induftry,  and  adhere  to  his  maxims,  until  he  Ihould 
have  made  up  the  deficiency,  which  was  a  fum  con- 
iiderably  lefs  than  fifteen  thoufandpoimds. 

This  pathetic  remoniirance  had  the  defired  efFe6l  up- 
on his  reprefentative,  who  fpared  no  pains  to  fulfil  the 
requelt  of  the  deceafed  j  but  exerted  all  the  capacity 
with  which  nature  had  endowed  him,  in  a  feries  of  ef- 
forts, which,  however,  did  not  fucceed;  for  by  that 
time  he  had  been  fifteen  years  in  trade,  he  found  him- 
felf five  thoufand  pounds  worfe  than  he  was  when  he 
firft  took  pofTelfion  of  his  father's  effefts :  a  circum- 
llance  that  affe^ed  him  fo  nearly,  as  to  detach  his  ii*. 
A  z  clinationg 
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cllnations  from  bufinefs,  and  inchice  hira  to  retire  from 
the  world,  to  fome  place  where  he  might  at  leifure  de- 
jjlore  his  misfortunes,  and,  by  frugality,  fecure  himfclf 
from  want,  and  the  appreheniions  of  a  jail,  with  which 
liis  imagincition  was  inceffantly  haunted.  He  was  of- 
ten heard  to  expreis  his  fears  of  coming  \ipon  the  pa- 
rifh  ;  and  to  blefs  God,  that,  on  account  of  his  having 
been  fo  long  a  houfekeeper,  he  was  intitled  to  that  pro- 
vifion.  In  fhort,  his  talents  were  not  naturally  aftive, 
and  there  was  a  fort  of  inconfiltency  in  his  charaiSler ; 
for,  with  all  the  defireof  amafling,  which  any  citizen 
could  poffibly  entertain,  he  was  encumbered  by  a  cer- 
tain indolence  and  fluggifhnefs  that  prevailed  over  every 
intereftcd  eoniideration,  and  even  hindered  him  from 
profiting  by  that  fmglenefs  pf  apprehenfjon,  and  mode- 
ration of  appetites,  which  have  fo  frequently  conduced 
to  the  acquifition  of  irnm^nfe  fortunes  ;  qualities  which 
lie  poflefied  In  a  veiy  remarkable  degree.  Nature,  in 
all  probability,  had  mixed  little  or  nothing  inflamma* 
ble  in  his  compofition ;  or,  whatever  feeds  of  excels  fhc 
might  have  fbwn  within  him,  were  eftedually  ftifled 
and  deftroyed  by  the  aufterity  of  his  education. 

The  fallifcs  of  his  youth,  fer  from  being  inordinate 
or  crimlnar,  never  exceeded  the  bounds  of  that  decent 
jollity  which  an  extraordinaiy  pot,  on  extraordinary 
occajions,  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  produced  in  a  club 
of  fedate  book-keepers,  vyhofe  imaginations  were  nei- 
ther very  wann  nor  luxuriant.  Little  fubjeft  to  refin-. 
ed  fe)ifations,  he  was  fcarce  ever  difturbed  wjth  violent 
emotions  of  any  kind.  The  paflion  of  love  neyer  in-, 
terrupted  his  tranquility  j  and  if,  as  Mr.  Creech  faj/-s 
after  Horace, 

Not  to  admire  is  all  the  art  I  know, 

To  make  mew  happy,  an4  to  keep  them  fo ; 

Mr.  Pickle  was,  imdoubtcdlv,  poffefled  of  that  invalu- 
able fecret;  at  leaf!:,  he  was  never  known  to  betray  the 
tinted  fjnnptom  of  tranfport,  except  one  evening  at 
the  clwb,  where  he  obferved,  with  fome  demonltrations 

of 
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of  vivacity,  that  he  had  dined  upon  a  delicate  loin  of 
veal. 

Notwlthftandlng  this  appearance  of  phlegm,  he  could 
not  help  feeling  his  diiappolntments  in  trade  j  and  up- 
on the  failure  of  a  certain  under-writer,  by  which  he 
loft  five  hundred  pounds,  declared  his  defign  of  relin- 
quifliing  bufinefs,  and  retiring  to  the  country.  In  this 
refolution  he  was  comforted  and  encouraged  by  his 
only  fifter,  Mrs.  Grizzle,  who  had  managed  his  family 
ilnce  the  death  of  his  father,  and  was  now  in  the  thir- 
tieth year  of  her  maidenhood,  with  a  fortiuie  of  five 
thoufand  pounds,  and  a  large  flock  of  oeconomy  and 
devotion. 

Thefe  qualifications,  one  would  think,  might  havt 
been  the  means  of  abridging  the  tenn  of  her  celibacy, 
as  fhe  never  exprelTed  any  averfion  to  wedlock  5  but,  it 
-feems,  flie  was  too  delicate  in  her  choice,  to  find  a  mate 
to  her  inclination  in  the  city :  for  I  camiot  fuppole  tliat 
fhe  remained  fo  long  unfolicited ;  though  the  charms 
of  her  pcrfon  were  not  altogether  enchanting,  nor  her 
manner  over  and  above  agreeable.  Exclufive  of  a  very 
wan  (not  to  call  it  fallow)  complexion,  which,  per- 
haps, was  the  effefts  of  her  virginity  and  mortification, 
file  had  a  caft  in  her  eyes  that  was  not  at  all  engaging, 
and  fuch  an  extent  of  mouth,  as  no  art  or  affeclation 
could  contraft  into  any  proportionable  dimenfion  :  then, 
her  piety  was  rather  peevifh  than  refigned,  and  did  not 
in  the  leaft  diminifn  a  certain  llatelinei's  in  her  demean- 
our and  converfatlon,  that  delighted  in  commtmicating 
tl\e  importance  and  honour  of  her  family }  wiiich  by 
the  bye,  was  not  to  be  traced  two  generations  back, 
by  all  the  power  of  heraldry  or  tradition. 

She  Teemed  to  have  renounced  all  the  ideas  flie  had 
acquired  before  her  father  ferved  the  office  of  flieriff  j. 
and  the  sera  which  regulated  the  dates  of  all  her  obl'er- 
vations,  was  the  mayoralty  of  her  papa.  Nay,  fo  fo- 
lic itous  w^s  this  good  lady  for  the  iupport  and  propa- 
gation of  the  family-name,  that  fupprefling  even/  lel- 
iifii  motive,  flie  actually  prevailed  upon  her  bi^^ther  t<i 
A  J  combat 
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tombit  with  his  own  difpofition,  and  even  fiirmount  it 
fo  far,  as  to  declare  a  paflion  for  the  perfon  whom  he 
aftei-waids  wedded,  as  we  fhall  fee  in  the  fequel.  In- 
deed, fhe  was  the  fpur  that  infligated  him  in  all  his  ex- 
ftraordinary  undertakings  j  and  i  qiteftion  whether  or 
Jiot  he  would  have  beej\  ablp  to  difengage  himfelf  from 
that  courfe  of  life  in  which  he  had  been  fo  long  mecha- 
jiically  moved,  unlefs  he  had  been  rouzed  and  aftuated 
by  her  ineefiant  exhortations,  London,  /he  obferved, 
was  a  receptacle  of  iniquity,  where  an  honeft  unfu- 
fpefting  man  was  every  day  in  danger  of  falling  a  fa- 
crifice  to  craft ;  where  innocence  was  expofed  to  con- 
tinual temptations,  and  virtue  eternally  perfecuted  by 
malice  and  fland^rj  where  every  thing  was  ruled  by 
caprice  and  con'uption,  and  merit  utterly  difcouraged 
and  defpifed.  This  laft  imputation  /lie  pronounced 
%vith  fuch  emphafis^  and  chagrin,  as  plainly  denoted  how 
far  fhe  confidered  herfelf  as  an  example  of  what  fhe  ad- 
vanced J  and  really  the  charge  was  juftified  by  the  con- 
ilruftions  that  were  put  upon  her  j^etreat  by  her  female 
friends,  who,  far  from  ir.ipuaing  it  to  the  laudable  mo- 
tives that  induced  her,  infinuated,  in  farcaftic  commen- 
dations^ that  /he  had  good  reafon  to  be  dilTatisiied  with 
a  place  ^yhere  /lie  hid  been  fo  long  overlooked}  and 
that  it  was  certainly  her  wifeft  courfe  to  make  her  la/l 
c/Fort  in  the  country^  where,  in  all  probability,  her  ta.=. 
lents  would  be  lefs  edi|)fed,  and  her  fovtune  more  at- 
^aftive,   '  '   •    •  » 

Be  this  as  it  will,  her  admonitions,  though  they  were 
powerful  enough  to  convince,  would  have  been  infuffi- 
vient  to  overcome  the  languor  and  *i;;V  inertia  of  her 
brother^  had  (lie  not  reinforced  her  arguments,  by  calL 
5ng  in  queftioii  tlie  credit  of  two  or  three  pjerchants, 
with  whom  he  was  embarked  in  trade, 

AlaiTOed  at  thefe  hints  of  intelligence,  he  exerted 
lilinfelfefFeftuaily:  he  withdrew  his  money  from  trade, 
jil^d  laying  it  out  in  bank-ftock  and  India-bonds,  re- 
IHovcd  to  a  houfe  in  the  countiy,  which  his  father  had 
ipilt  jteftr  ^he  fca-fidei  for  the  cwvciuenge  of  carryin^^ 
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wn  a  certain  branch  of  traffick  in  which  he  had  bce« 
deeply  concerned. 

Here  then  Mr.  Pickle  fixed  his  habitation  for  life, 
in  the  fix  and  thirtieth  year  of  his  age :  and  though  the 
pangs  he  felt  at  parting  with  his  intimate  companions, 
and  quitting  all  his  fonner  connexions,  were  not  quite 
fo  keen  as  to  produce  any  dangerous  diforder  in  his 
tonftitution,  hz  did  not  fail  to  be  extremely  difconcert- 
cd  at  his  firft  enaance  into  a  fcene  of  iife  to  which  he 
was  totally  a  Itruiiger.  Not  but  that  he  met  with 
abundance  of  people  in  the  countr)-,  who,  in  confidera- 
tion  of  his  fortune,  courted  his  acquaintance,  and 
breathed  nothing  but  friendfliip  and  hofpitality :  yet 
even  the  trouble  of  receiving  and  returning  thelc  civi- 
lities, was  an  intoleraolc  fatigue  to  a  man  of  his  habit5» 
and  difpofi'don.  He  therefore  left  -he  care  of  the  cere- 
monial to  his  finer,  who  indulged  herftlf  in  all  the 
pride  of  fonnality ;  while  he  himfelf  having  made  a 
difcovery  of  a  pub]ick-houfe  in  the  neighbourhood, 
went  thither  every  evening,  and  enjoyed  hiii  pipe  and 
cannj  being  very  v/ell  Iktisfied  with  the  behaviour  of 
the  landlord Vwhofc  coinmunicative  temper  was  a  great 
comfort  to  his  own  taciturnity ;  for  he  fhimned  all  fu- 
perfluity  of  fpeech,  as  miKh  as  he  avoided  any  other 
yuinecefTary  expence, 

CHAP.    II. 
He  is  made  acquainted  <ivlth  the  CharaBers  of  CcmmO" 

doi'e  Trunmon  and  lis  Adhei-ents ;  meets  ~ojith  them  by 

Accident,  and  contrasts  an  Intimacj  n^jith  that  Carn^ 

mander^  • 

npHIS  loquacious  pubiican  foon  gave  him  fketches  of 
-■■  all  the  charaftevs  in  the  coimty ;  and,  among 
others,  defciibed  that  of  his  next  neighbour,  Commo- 
dore Trunnion,  which  was  altogether  fingular  and 
odd.  '<  'Ihe  pommpdore  and  your  worfhip,'  faid  he, 
f  will  in  a  fhort  time  be  hand  and  glove  5  lie  lias  a 
power  of  money,  and  fpends  it  Hkp  a  prince— th^t  is, 
in  hi§  own  way;  for  to  be  fure  he  is  a  little  hanior- 
iprjie,  as  the  faying  is,  and  iwpars  woundily  \  though 
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I'll  be  rvvOm  he  means  no  more  harm  than  a  fucking 
babe.  Lord  help  us!  it  will  do  your  honour's  heart 
good  to  hear  him  tell  a  ftory,  as  how  he  lay  along-fide 
of  the  French,  yard-arm  and  yard-arm,  board  and 
board,  and  of  heaving  grapplings,  and  ftink-pots,  and 
grapes,  and  round  and  double-headed  partridges,  crows 
and  carters.  Laud  have  mercy  upon  us!  he  has  beea 
a  great  warrior  in  his  time,  and  loft  an  eye  and  a  heel 
in  the  fervice.  Then  he  does  not  live  like  any  other 
Chriftian  landman  j  but  keeps  garrifon  in  his  houfe, 
as  if  he  were  in  the  midft  of  his  enemies,  and  makes 
his  fervants  turn  out  in  the  night,  watch  and  watch, 
(as  he  calls  it)  all  the  year  round.  His  habitation  is  . 
defended  by  a  ditch,  over  which  he  has  laid  a  draw- 
bridge, and  planted  his  court-yard  with  petereroes  con- 
tinually loaded  with  fhot,  under  the  direclion  of  one 
Mr.  Hatchway,  who  had  one  of  his  legs  fhot  away 
while  he  afted  as  lieutenant  on  board  the  commodore's 
iliip ;  and  now  being  on  half-pay,  lives  with  him  as 
his  companion.  The  lieutenant  is  a  veiy  brave  man, 
a  great  joker,  and,  as  the  faying  is,  has  got  the  length 
of  his  commander's  foot.  Though  he  has  another  fa-, 
vourite  in  the  houfe,  called  Tom  Pipes,  that  was  his 
boatfvvain's  mate,  and  nov/  keeps  the  fervants  in  order. 
Tom  is  a  man  of  a  few  words,  but  an  excellent  hand 
at  a  fong  concerning  the  boatfwain's  whiftle,  hulde- 
cap,  and  chuck-farthing — there  is  not  fuch  another 
pipe  in  the  county.  So  that  the  commodore  lives  very 
happy  in  his  own  manner ;  thof  he  be  foraetimes  thrown 
into  perilous  paflions  and  quandaries,  by  the  applica- 
tion of  his  poor  kinfraen,  whom  he  can't  abide,  be- 
caufe  as  how  forae  of  them  were  the  firft  occafion  of 
his  going  to  fea.  Then  he  fweats  with  agony  at  the 
fight  of  an  attorneys  juft  for  all  the  world,  as  fome 
people  have  an  antipathy  to  a  cat ;  for  it  feems  he  was 
once  at  law  for  itriking  one  of  his  officers,  and  caft  in  a 
fwinging  fum.  He  is,  moreover,  exceedingly  affli6led 
with  goblins  that  difturb  his  reft,  and  keep  fuch  a 
racket:  in  his  houfe,  that  you  would  think  (God  blels 


PEREGRINE   PICKLE.  f 

Ms!)  all  the  devils  in  hell  had  broke  loofe  upon  him. 
It  was  no  longer  ago  than  laft  j'ear,  about  this  time, 
that  he  was  tomiented  the  live-long  night  by  two  mif- 
chievQus  fpirits  that  got  into  hvs  chamber,  v^vA  played 
a  thoufand  pranks  about  his  hammoc't,  (for  there  is 
not  one  bed  within  his  walls.)  Well,  Sir,  he  rung  his 
bell,  called  up  all  his  fen-ants,  got  lights,  and  made  a 
thorough  fearch ;  but  the  devil  a  goblin  was  to  be  fo\md . 
He  had  no  fooner  tumed  in  again,  and  the  reit  of  the 
family  gone  to  lleep,  than  the  foul  fiends  began  their 
game  anew.  The  commodore  got  up  in  the  dark, 
drew  his  cutlafs,  and  attacked  them  both  ib  manfully, 
that,  in  five  minutes,  eveiy  thing  in  the  apartment 
went  to  pieces.  The  lieutenant  hearing  the  noife,  came 
to  his  afnftance,  Tom  Pipes  being  told  vv'hat  was  the 
matter,  lighted  his  match,  and  going  ^q^ni  to  the  yard, 
fired  all  the  petereroes  as  fignals  of  diftvef?.  ^Ve]l,to 
be  fure,  the  whole  parifh  was  in  a  pucker !  feme  thought 
the  French  had  landed ;  others  imagined  the  pommo* 
dore's  houfe  was  bcfetby  thieves.  For  my  o>.yn  part, 
I  called  up  two  dragoons  that  are  q-jartered  up(^p  me ; 
and  they  fwore  with  deadly  oaths,  it  was  a  gang  of 
fmuggiei  s  engaged  with  a  party  of  their  regiment  that 
lies  in  the  next  village ;  and  mounting  their  horfts  like 
lulty  fellows,  rode  up  into  the  countiy  as  hi\  as  their 
beafts  could  cany  them.  Ah,  mafter!  thefe  are  hard 
times,  when  an  induftrious  body  cannot  earn  his  bread 
without  fear  of  the  gallows,  Your  worriip\s  father 
(God  reit  his  foul!)  was  a  good  gentleman,  and  as  well 
refpecfied  in  t!iis  parifh,  as  e'er  a  he  that  walks  upon 
neat's  leather.  And  if  yoiu-  honour  /ho-;id  want  a  fmall 
parcel  of  fine  tea,  or  a  few  anchovies  of  right  Nantz, 
I'll  be  bo^^,d  you  fhall  be  fimii/hed  loyo.u-  heart's  con- 
tent. But,  as  I  was  faying,  tlie  hubbui>  cont-nued  till 
morning,  vyhen  rhe  parfon  being  fent  for,  conjured  the 
tpirits  into  the  Red  Sea  j  and  the  ho\ife  has  been  pretty 
quiet  ever  finpe!  True  it  is,  Mr.  Hatchway  mal»es  a 
Boock  of  the  whole  affair;  and  told  his  com^nander  iu 
this  very  blcfled  Ipot,  that  the  two  goblins  were  n® 

gth^i 
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otlier  than  a  couple  of  jackdaws  which  had  fallen  dowii 
the  chimney,  and  made  a  flapping  with  their  wings  up 
and  down  the  apartment.  But  the  commodore,  who  is 
very  cholerick,  and  does  not  like  to  be  jeered,  fell  iinto 
a  main  high  pafllon,  and  ftormed  like  a  perfect  hum- 
caiie,  fwearing  that  he  knew  the  devil  from  a  jackdaw 
as  well  as  e'er  a  man  in  the  thi-ee  kingdoms.  He  own- 
ed, indeed,  that  the  birds  were  found,  but  denied  that 
they  were  the  occafion  of  the  uproar.  For  my  own 
part,  mailer,  I  believe  much  may  be  laid  on  both  fides 
of  the  queftion ;  tliof,  to  be  fure,  the  devil  is  always 
going  about,  as  the  faying  is.' 

This  circuraftantial  account,  extraordinary  as  it  was, 
never  altered  one  feature  in  the  countenance  of  Mr.Pickle, 
who  having  heard  it  to  an  end,  took  the  pipe  from  his 
mouth,  faying,  with  a  look  of  infinite  fagacity  and  de- 
liberation, <  I  do  fujppofe  he  is  of  the  Cornifh  Trun- 
nions. What  fort  ofa  woman  is  his  fpoufe  ?'  '  Spoufe  P 
cried  the  other  j  '  odds  heart  1  I  don't  think  he  would 
marry  the  Queen  of  Sheba.  Lack-a-day,  Sirl  he  won't- 
fuffer  his  own  maids  to  lie  in  the  garrifon,  but  turns 
them  into  an  out-houfe  every  night  before  the  watch  is 
fet.  Blefs  your  honour's  foul !  he  is,  as  it  were,  a 
very  oddifh  kind  ofa  gentleman.  Your  worfnip  v/ould 
have  feen  him  before  now  j  for,  when  he  is  well,  he  and 
my  good  maflier  Hatchway  come  hither  every  evening, 
and  drink  a  couple  of  canns  of  nimbo  a-piece ;  but  he 
has  been  confined  to  his  houfe  this  fortnight  by  a  pla- 
guy fit  of  the  gout,  which,  lil  afllire  your  worHiip,  is 
a  good  penny  out  of  my  pocket.' 

At  that  inftant,  Mr.  Pickle's  ears  were  faluted  with 
fach  a  ftrange  noife,  as  even  difcompofed  the  mufcles 
of  his  face,  which  gave  immediate  indications  of  alarmi 
This  compofition  of  notes  at  nrft  refembled  the  crying 
of  quails,  and  croaking  of  bull-frogs  j  but  as  it  ap- 
proached nearer,  he  could  diftinguifn  articulate  founds 
pronounced  with  great  violence,  in  iuch  a  cadence  as 
one  v^ould  expe6l  to  hear  from  a  human  creature  fcold- 
in^  through  the  organs  of  an  afa .   It  was  neither  fpealo- 

in^ 
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\ng  nor  braying,  but  a  furprizing  mixture  of  both,  em- 
ployed in  the  utterance  ot"  terms  abfolutely  unintelligi- 
ble to  our  wondering  merchant,  who  had  jull  opened 
his  mouth  to  exprefs  his  curiofity,  when  the  landlord, 
ftarting  up  at  the  well-known  found,  cried — '  Odds 
niggers !  there  is  the  commodore  with  his  company,  as 
fure  as  I  live!'  and  with  his  apron  began  to  wipe  the 
dufl:  off  an  elbow-chair  placed  at  one  Jide  of  the  fire, 
and  kept  facred  for  the  eafe  and  convenience  of  the  in- 
iiim  commander.  While  he  was  thus  occupied,  a  voice 
ftill  more  uncouth  than  the  former,  bawled  aloud — 
*  Ho!  the  houfc,  a  hoy  I'  Upon  which  the  publican, 
clapping  a  hand  to  each  fide  of  his  head,  with  his 
tluunbs  fixed  to  his  ears,  re-bellowed  in  the  fame  tone, 
which  he  had  learned  to  imitate — *  Hiiloah!'  The 
▼oice  again  exclaimed — '  Have  yo\i  got  any  attornies 
xbcard  V  And  when  the  landlord  replied — '  No,  no  j' 
ihis  man  of  ftrange  expectation  came  in,  fupported  by 
his  two  dependants,  and  difplayed  a  figure  every  war 
ani'werable  to  the  oddity  of  his  character.  He  was  in 
Itature  at  leaft  fix  feet  high,  though  he  had  contra6ted 
a  habit  of  Itooping,  by  living  fo  long  on  board ;  his 
complexion  was  tawny,  and  his  afpe6l  rendered  hideous 
by  a  large  fear  acrofs  his  noil,  and  a  paSch  that  cover- 
ed the  place  of  one  eye.  Being  feated  in  his  chair, 
with  great  formality  the  landlord  complimented  him 
upon  his  being  able  to  come  abroad  again;  and  hav- 
ing, in  a  whifper,  communicated  the  name  of  his  fel- 
low-gtieft,  whom  the  commodore  already  knew  by  re- 
port, went  to  prepare,  with  all  imaginable  diipatch, 
the  firft  allowance  of  his  favourite  liquor,  in  three  fe- 
parate  canns,  (for  each  was  accommodated  with  his 
portion  apart)  while  the  lieutenant  fat  dov/n  on  the 
blind  fide  of  his  commander;  and  Tom  Pipes,  know- 
ing his  diflance,  with  great  modefty  took  his  llation  in 
the  rear.  After  a  paufe  of  fome  minutes,  the  conver- 
fation  was  begun  by  this  ferocious  chief,  who  fixing 
his  eye  upon  the  lieutenant  with  a  ftenmefs  of  counte- 
nance rwt  t»  be  dffeiVed,  adireflid  him  in  thefe  wordi 
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•*-*  1>— n  my  eyes  !  Hatchway,  I  always  took  you  to 
be  a  better  I'eaman  than  to  overfet  our  chaife  in  fucla 
fair  weather*  Blood!  didn't  I  tell  you  we  were  run- 
ning bump  af3iore,  and  bid  you  fet  in  the  lee-braee,  and 
haul  upon  a  wind  ?' — '  Yes,'  replied  the  other  with 
an  arch  Ineer,  '  I  do  confefs  as  how  you  did  give  fuch 
orders,  afier  you  had  run  us  foid  of  a  port,  fo  as  that 
the  caniage  lay  along,  and  could  not  right  lierfelf.'— 
*  I  run  you  foul  of  a  poftP  cried  the  commander  j 
«  d — n  my  heart !  you're  a  pretty  dog,  an't  you,  to  tell 
me  {o  above-board  to  my  face  ?  Did  I  take  the  charge 
of  the  chaife?  Did  I  ftand  at  the  helm?'—*  No,'  an* 
fwer*d  Hatchway }  <  I  Confefs  you  did  not  fteer ;  but 
howfomever,  you  cunned  all  t^ne  rvay  j  and  fo,  as  you 
could  not  fee  how  the  land  lay,  being  blind  of  your 
larboard  eye,  we  were  faft  alhore,  before  you  knew 
any  thing  of  the  matter.  Pipes,  who  flood  abaft,  can 
teftify  the  ti-uth  of  what  I  fay.'—*  D — n  my  limbs  \* 
refumed  the  commodore,  *  I  don't  Value  what  you  or 
Pipes  fay  a  rope-yarn.  You're  a  couple  of  mutin- 
ous——I'll  fa^'  no  more }  but,  you  (han't  run  your  rig 
upon  me,  u— U  ye !  I  am  the  man  that  learnt  you.  Jack 
Hatchway,  to  fjlice  a  rope,  and  raife  a  perpendicular/ 
The  lieutenant,  who  was  pcrfe6lly  well  acquainted 
vrith  the  trim  of-his  captain,  did  not  chufe  to  carry  oa 
the  altercation  any  farther ;  but  taking  up  his  cann^i 
drank  to  the  health,  of  the  ftranger,  who  very  courte- 
oufly  returned  the  compliment,  without,  however,  pre- 
Aiming  to  join  in  the  converfation,  which  fuffered  a 
confiderable  paufe.  During  this  interr\iption,  Mr. 
Hatchway's  wit  difplayed  itfelf  in  feveral  praftical 
jokes  upon  the  commodore,  with  v/hom,  he  knew,  it 
was  dangerous  to  tamper  in  any  other  way.  Being 
without  the  fphere  of  his  vifion,he  fecurely  pilfered  his 
tobacco,  drank  his  rumbo,  made  wry  faces,  and  (to  ufc 
the  vidgar  phrafe)  cocked  his  eye  at  him,  to  the  no  fraall 
entertainment  of  the  fpeftators,  Mr.  Pickle  himfelf  not 
•xcepted,  v/ho  gave  evident  tokens  of  uncommon  fatii- 
l^on  at  xk/6  £xccrity  of  this  maria«  pantomime. 

MiJMwhik^ 
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Meanwhile,  the  captain's  choler  gradiially  lubfided^ 
and  he  was  plealed  to  defire  Hatchway,  by  the  familiar 
and  friendly  diminutive  of  Jack,  to  read  a  newfpaper 
that  lay  on  the  table  before  him.  This  tafkwas  accoi'd- 
ingly  undertaken  by  the  lame  lieutenant,  who,  among 
other  pai-agi^aphs,  read  that  which  follows,  with  an  ele- 
vation of  voice  that  feemcd  to  prognofticate  fomething 
extraordinary.  *  We  are  informed,  that  Admiral 
Bower  will  veiy  foon  be  created  a  Britifh  peer,  for  his 
cmxinent  fei-vices  during  the  war,  particularly  in  his  late 
chgagem^ent  with  the  French  fleet.''  Trunnion  was 
tliunderftrrick  at  this  piece  of  intelligence.  The  mug 
dropped  from  his  hand  and  ihivered  into  a  thoufand 
pieces  ;  his  eye  gliftened  like  that  of  a  rattle-fliake,  and 
Ibme  minutes  elapfed  before  he  could  pronounce — • 
'Avail!  overhaul  that  article  again."  It  was  no 
fooner  read  the  fecond  time,  than  fmiting  the  table 
with  his  hft,  he  ftarted  up,  and  with  the  rhoil  violent 
emphafis  of  rage  and  indignation,  exclaimed—*  D — n 
jny  heart  and  liver !  it  is  a  land  lye,  d'ye  fee ;  and  J. 
will  maintain  it  to  be  a  lye,  from  the  fp'rit-fail-yard  to 
the  mizen-top-fail  haulyards!  Blood  arid  thunder! 
Will  Bower  a  peer  of  the  realm !  a  fellow  of  yefterdayy 
that  Icarce  knows  a  maft  from  a  manger ;  a  fnotty-nofe 
boy,  whom  I  myfeif  have  ordered  to  the  gun,  for  deal- 
ing eggs  out  of  the  hen-coop !  and  I,  Hawfer  Trun- 
nion, who  com.m.anded  a  fliip  before  he  could  keep  a 
reckoning,  am  laid  afide,  d'ye  fee,  and  forgotten !  If 
fo  be,  as  this  is  the  cafe,  there  is  a  rotten  plank  in  our 
conftitution,  which  ought  to  be  hove  dov>'n  and  repair- 
ed, d — n  my  eyes !  For  my  ov/n  part,  d'ye  fee,  I  was 
none  of  your  guinea-pigs ;  I  did  not  rife  in  the  fervice 
by  parliamenteering  interelf ,  or  a  handfome  bitch  of  a 
wife.  I  was  jiot  hoift ed  over  the  bellies  of  better  men, 
ncr  itrutted  athwart  the  quarter-deck  in  a  laced  doub- 
let, and  thingumbobs  at  the  wrifts.  D — n  my  limbs '. 
I  have  been  a  hard-working  man,  and  fer\-ed  all  offices 
on  board,  from  cook's  fliifter  to  the  command  of  a  vef- 
fel.  Here,  you  Twoley?  there'*  th§  bajftd  Qf  ^  Teaman, 
Vol.  I,  ^  Yn 
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ycu  dog.''  So  faying,  he  laid  hold  on  tiie  landlord's 
iift,  and  honoured  hira  with  fuch  a  Iqueeze,  as  com- 
pelled him  to  roar  with  great  vociferation,  to  the  um- 
nite  fatisfacticn  of  the  commodor-,  v/hofe  features  were 
a  little  xmbended,  by  this  acknowledgment  of  his  vi- 
gour ;  and  he  thus  proceeded  in  a  lefs  oi;trageous  ft  rain 
— *  They  make  a  damned  noife  about  this  engagement 
with  the  French ;  but,  egad !  it  was  no  more  than  a 
bum-boat  battle,  in  comparifon  with  fome  that  I  have 
feen.  There  was  old  Rook,  and  Jennings,  and  another 
whom  I'll  be  damned  before  I  name,  that  knew  wjiai 
fighting  was.  As  for  my  own  fliare,  d'ye  fee,  I  ara 
none  of  thole  that  hallo  in  their  own  com.mendation ; 
but  if  fo  be  that  I  were  minded  to  itand  my  own  trum- 
peter, fome  of  thofe  little  fellows  that  hold  their  head* 
lb  high,  would  be  taken  all  aback,  as  the  faying  is  j 
tliey  would  be  albamed  to  fnew  their  colours,  d — niriv 
eyes !  I  once  lay  eight  glalles  along-fide  of  the  Flour 
de  Louje,  a  French  man  of  war,  though  her  metal  was 
much  heavier,  and  her  complement  lai-ger  by  a  hxin- 
dred  hands  than  mine.  You,  Jack  Hatchway,  d — a 
ye,  what  d'ye  grin  at  ?  D'ye  think  I  tell  a  itory,  bc- 
taufe  you  rjever  heard  it  before  V 

«  Wlw,  look  ye.  Sir,'  anlwered  the  lieutenant,  *  I  ara 
gland  to  i\n<\  you  can  ftand  your  own  trumpeter,  oa 
cccafion  :  tliof  1  wifn  you  v/ould  change  the  tune  j  tor 
that  is  the  Ikrne  you  have  been  piping  eveiy  watch  for 
theie  ten  months  p.-'r.  Tuniey  himfelf  will  tell  ycu, 
he  has  heard  it  iive  lumdred  times.' — '  God  forgive 
you,  Mr.  Hatchway,''  faid  the  landlord,  interruptir'g 
him  j  '  as  I'm  an  honeft  man  and  a  houfekeeper,  I  never 
heard  a  fy liable  of  the  matter.' 

This  declaration,  though  not  fti'iftly  true,  was  ex- 
tremely agreeable  to  Tvlr.  Tninnion,  who,  with  an  i-ir 
of  triumph,  oblmed — ^  Aha!  Jack,  I  thought  I  lliould 
bring  you  up,  with  your  gibes  and  your  jokes;  but, 
fuppofe  you  had  heard  it  before,  is  that  any  reafon  why 
it  lliouldn't  be  told  to  another  perfon?  There's  the 
ftrangerj  belike  he  has  beard  it  five,  hundred  times 

too 
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too — lian't  you,  brother:'"'  addn;fling  hMTifelf  to  Mr, 
Pickle  j  who,  ri;piying  with  a  look  txpreifing  curioiity 
— •' No,  never;''  he  thus  went  on :  "  Weil,  you  feem 
to  be  an  honed,  quiet  iort  ot  a  man  ;  and  therefore  yoii 
irmfl  know,  as  I  laid  before,  I  fell  in  with  a  French 
man  of  war,  Cape  Finifterre  bearing  about  fix  leagues 
en  the  weather-bow,  and  the  chace  tlu-ee  leagues  to 
leeward,  going  befoi'e  the  wind:  whereupon  I  let  my 
ftudding  fails,  and  comi.'-ig  \ip  with  her,  hoitled  my 
jack  and  enGgn,  and  poured  in  a  whole  broadlide,  be« 
fore  you  could  count  three  ratlins  inthemizen  fhroudsj 
for  I  always  keep  a  good  look-out,  and  love  to  have 
the  firfl  fire.'—'  "That  I'll  be  i'worn,'  laid  Hatchv/ay  : 
*  tor  the  day  we  made  the  triumpli,  you  ordered  the 
men  to  fiie  when  {\\^  was  hull  to,  by  the  fame  token 
we  below  pointed  the  guns  at  a  fiight  of  gulls  5  and  I 
won  a  cann  of  punch  from  the  gtmner  by  killing  the 
firft  bird.'  Exafperated  at  this  farcafm,  he  replied, 
with  great  vehemence,  *  You  lye,  lubber !  d — n  your 
bones  !  what  bufmefs  have  you  to  come  always  athwart 
my  haufe  in  this  manner?— You,  Pipes,  was  upon 
deck,  and  can  bear  witnefs,  whether  or  net  I  fired  too 

foon.     Spc-ak,  you  blood  of  a ,  and  that  \ipon  the 

word  of  a  fcaman:  how  did  the  chace  bear  off  us, 
vv-hen  I  gave  ord-rs  to  fire!' 

Pipes,  who  had  hitherto  fat  filent,  being  thus  called 
upon  to  give  h^s  evidence,  after  diverfe  llrange  gefticu- 
lations,  opened  his  mouth  like  a  gaipingcod,  and  with 
a  cadence  like  thaf:  of  the  eail-v/ind  finging  tiircugh  a 
cramiy,  pronounced,  *  Haifa  quarter  of  a  league  right 
upon  our  lee-beam.' — '  Nearer,  you  porpufs-fac'd 
fwab!'  cried  the  com.modorej  *  nearer  by  twelve  fa- 
thom :  but,  howfomever,  that's  enough  to  prove  the 
falihood  of  Hatchway's  jaw — and  fo,  brother,  d'ye 
fee,'  turning  to  Mr.  Pickle,  '  I  lay  along-fule  of  the 
Flour  de  Loufe,  yard-arm  and  yard-anu,  plying  our 
great  guns  and  fmall  arms,  and  heavhig  in  ilink-pots, 
powder-bottles,  and  hand-grenades,  till  our  Ihot  was 
all  expended,  double-headed,  partridge,  and  grape: 
B  z  thcH 
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then  we  loaded  with  iron  crows,  marlln-fpikes,  and 
cid  nails ;  but  finding  the  Frenchman  took  a  great  deal 
of  drubbing,  and  that  he  had  fliot  away  all  our  rig- 
ging, and  killed  and  wounded  a  great  number  of  our 
men,  d'ye  fee !  I  refolved  to  rwn  him  on  boai'd  upon  his 
quarter  j  and  fo  ordered  our  grapplings  to  be  got  rea- 
dy: but  Monfieur  percciviiig  what  v^^e  were  about, 
filled  his  topfails,  and  iheered  ofFj  leaving  us  like  a 
log  upon  the  water,  and  our  fcuppers  running  with 
blood.' 

Mr.  Pickle  and  the  landlord  paid  Rich  extraordinaiy 
attention  to  the  rehearfal  of  this  exploit,  that  Tnnmioii 
was  encouraged  to  entertain  them  with  more  ftories  of 
the  fame  nature ;  after  which  he  obfervcd,  by  way  of 
encomium  on  the  government,  that  all  he  had  gained 
in  the  fervice  was  a  lame  foot^  and  the  lofs  of  an  eye« 
The  lieutenant,  who  could  not  find  in  his  heart  to  lofe 
any  opportunity  of  being  witty  at  the  expence  of  his 
commander,  gave  a  loofe  to  his  fatirical  talent  once 
more;  faying,  *  I  have  heard  as  how  you  came  by  your 
lam.e  foot,  by  having  your  upper  decks  overflowed  with 
iiquoi",  whereby  you  became  crank,  and  rolled,  d'ye 
fee,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  by  a  pich  of  the  ihip,  your 
{larboard  heel  was  janimed  in  one  of  the  fcuppers ;  and 
as  for  the  matter  of  your  eye,  that  was  knocked  out  by 
yoiu-  owTi  crew  when  the  Lightning  was  paid  ofiV 
There's  poor  Pipes,  who  was  beaten  into  ail  the  co- 
lours of  the  rainbow,  for  taking  your  part,  and  giving 
you  time  to  /heer  otf;  and  I  don't  find  as  how  you 
have  rewarded  hirn  according  as  he  deferves.'  As  the 
comm.odore  could  not  deny  the  truth  of  thefe  anecdotes, 
however  imfeafonably  they  were  introduced,  he  aiteSled 
to  receive  them  v/ith  good  humour,  as  jokes  of  the  lieu- 
tenant's own  inventing ;  and  replied,  '  Aye,  aye.  Jack, 
eveiy  body  knov/s  your  tongue  is  no  fiander^  but, 
howfomever,  lilwork  you  to  an  oil  for  this,  you  dog.* 
So  faying,  he  lifted  up  one  of  his  cnitches,  intending 
to  lay  it  gently  acrofs  Mr.  Hatchway's  pate ;  but  Jack, 
with  great  agUity,  tilted  up  his  wooden  leg,  with  which 
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fee  warded  off"  the  blow,  to  the  no  fmall  acimlration  of 
Mr.  Pickle,  and  utter  aftonlfliment  of  the  landlord  | 
who,  by  the  bye,  had  exprefled  the  iame  ainazement, 
at  the  lame  feat,  at  the  fame  hour,  eveiy  night  for 
thr^e  months  before.  Trunnion  then  dire6luig  his  eye 
to  the  boatfwain's  mate,  ^  You,  Pipes,'  faid  he,  '  do 
you  go  about  and  tell  people  that  I  did  not  reward  yott 
for  ftanding  by  me  when  I  was  hulfled  by  thcfe  rebel- 
lious rapfcailions  ;  d — n  ye !  ha'n't  you  been  rated  on 
the  books  ever  fince  ?'  Tom,  who  indeed  had  no  words 
to  fpare,  fat  finoaking  his  pipe  with  great  indifference, 
and  never  dream.ed  of  paying  any  regard  to  thefe  inter- 
rogations, which  behig  repeated  and  reinforced  with 
many  oaths,  that  however  produced  no  effect,  the  com- 
modore pulled  out  his  purfe,  faying, '  Here,  you  bitch's 
baby,  here's  fomething  better  than  a  fmart  ticket !' 
and  threv/  it  at  his  filent  deliverer,  who  received  and 
pocketed  his  boimty,  without  the  leaft  demonftrationof 
furprize  or  fatisfaclion;  while  the  donor  tiuTiing  to  Mr. 
Pickle,  *  Ycu  fee,  brother,'  faid  he,  '  I  make  good  the 
eld  faying ;  we  failors  get  money  like  horfes,  and  fpend 
it  like  afles.  Gome,  Pipes,  let's  have  the  boatfwain's 
whiftle,  and  be  jovial.'  This  mufician  accordingly  ap- 
plied to  his  mouth  the  filvcr  inlimment  that  hung  at  a 
button-hole  of  his  jacket,  by  a  chain  of  the  fame  me- 
tal, and  though  not  quite  fo  ravifning  as  the  pipe  of 
Hermes,  produced  a  found  fo  loud  and  llirill,  that  the 
ftranger  (as  it  w.re  inftinclively)  (lopped  his  ears,  to 
preferve  his  organs  cf  hearing  from  fuch  a  dangerous 
invafion.  The  prelude  being  thus  executed.  Pipes 
fixed  his  eyes  upon  the  egg  of  an  oftrich  that  depended 
from  the  deling,  and  without  once  m.oving  them  from 
that  objecl,  performed  the  v/aole  cantata  in  a  tone  of 
voice  that  feemed  to  be  the  joint  iiTlie  of  an  Irifli  bag- 
pipe and  a  fov/-gelder's  horn  j  the  commodore,  the  lieu- 
t'.nant,  and  landlord,  joined  in  the  choiTiS,  repeatuig 
tiiis  elegant  ftanza : 

*  Baftle,  buftle,  brave  boys  ! 

toil,  <  And 
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'  And  drink  all  the  while — 

*  Since  labour's  the  price  of  our  joys.* 
The  third  line  was  no  fooner  pronounced,  than  the 
cann  was  lifted  to  every  maji's  mouth  with  admirable 
uniformity ;  and  the  next  word  taken  up  at  the  end  of 
their  draught  with  a  twang  equally  exprefUve  and  har-. 
monious.  In  fhort,  the  company  began  to  underftand 
one  another ;  Mr.  Pickle  feemed  to  relifh  the  enter- 
tainment, and  a  correfpondence  immediately  commenc- 
ed between  him  and  Trunnion,  who  fhook  him  by  the 
hand,  drank  to  fartlier  acquaintance,  and  even  invited 
him  to  a  mefs  of  pork  and  peas  in  the  garrifon.  The 
compliment  was  returned,  good  fellowlhip  prevailed, 
and  the  night  was  pretty  far  advanced,  when  the  mer- 
chant's man  arrived  v/ith  a  lanthornto  light  hismafter 
home ;  upon  which  the  new  friends  parted,  after  a  mu- 
tual proniife  of  meeting  next  evenhig  in  the  fame  place. 

CHAP.    III. 

Mrs.  Grizzle  exerts  h  erf  elf  in  finding  a  proper  Match 
for  her  Brother  \  vj'ho  is  accordin'^ly  i'atroducsd  to  the 
jopjig  Lady,  -j:kc?n  he  marries  in  due  Seafon. 

T  HAVE  been  the  m.ore  circumftantial  m_  opening  the 
"*-  chara6ler  of  Tiimnion,  becaufe  he  bears  a  confider-. 
able  ihare  in  the  coiufe  of  thefe  mem.oirs ;  but  nov/  it 
is  high  time  to  relume  the  co^ilideraticn  of  Mrs.  Griz- 
zle, who,  fmce  hei  anival  in  the  country,  had  been  en- 
grofTed  by  a  double  care;  nam.ely,  that  of  finding  a 
fuitable  match  for  her  brother,  and  a  comfortable 
yoke-fcIlow  for  herfelf. 

Neither  v/as  this  aim  the  refult  of  any  finifter  or  frail 
faggefticn,  but  the  pure  diftates  of  that  laudable  am- 
bition, v^hich  prompted  her  to  the  prefervaticn  of  the 
family  name.  Nay,  fodifinterefted  was  fhe  in  thispur- 
fuit,  that,  pollponing  her  nearell:  concern,  or  at  leaft 
leaving  her  own  fate  to  the  filent  operation  of  her 
chaiTAG,  /lie  laboured  with  fuch  Indefatigable  zeal  in 
behalf  of  her  brother,  that  before  they  had  been  three 
jpaonth-s  fettkd  in  the  countrv',  the  general  topic k  of 
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ecnverfatlon  in  the  neio;hnoiu-hood,  'vas  an  intended 
match  between  the  rich^-r  Pickle  and  the  fih*  Mifs 
Appleby,  daughter  ot  a  irenUeinan  who  lived  in  the 
Re::t  pariih,  an.d  who,  though  he  had  but  little  fortune 
to  beitowupon  his  children,  had  (to  ufc  his  own  phrafe) 
rcpieniilied  their  veins  with  fome  of  the  richell  blood 
in  the  countiy. 

This  young  lady,  whofe  characlc-r  and  difpofition 
Kirs.  Grizzle  had  inveitigated  to  her  own  fatisfaftion, 
was  deftined  for  the  fpoufe  of  Mr.  Pickle,  and  an  over- 
ture accordingly  made  to  her  father ;  v/ho  being  over- 
joyed at  the  propoiT,L  gave  his  conient  without  hefita- 
t-on,  and  even  recommended  an  immediate  execution 
Oi  the  proje6t  with  fuch  eagemefs,  as  feemed  to  indi- 
cate either  a  fufpicion  of  Mr.  Pickle"'s  conilancy,  or  a 
diffidence  of  his  owni  daughter's  complexion,  which, 
perhaps,  he  thought  too  fanguine  to  keep  much  longer 
cool-  The  previous  point  being  thus  fettled,  our  mer- 
chant, at  the  initigation  of  Mrs.  Grizzle,  went  to  vifit 
his  future  father-in-law,  and  was  introduced  to  the 
daughter,  with  whom  he  had,  that  fame  afternoon,  an 
cppoitunity  of  being  alone.  Wliat  pafTed  in  that  in- 
terview, I  never  could  learn ;  though,  from  the  charac- 
ter of  the  fuitor,  the  reader  may  juftly  conclude,  that 
file  was  not  much  teazed  with  the  impertinence  of  his 
addrefles.  He  was  not,  I  believe,  the  lefs  welcome  for 
that  rcafon:  certain  it  is,  fhe  made  no  objeftion  to  his 
taciturnity;  and  when  her  father  communicated  his 
refohition,  acquiefced  with  the  moft  pious  reflgnation. 
But  Mrs.  Grizzle,  in  order  to  give  the  lady  a  more 
favourable  idea  of  his  intellects  than  what  his  conver- 
fatlon  CO  aid  poffibly  infpire,  was  refolved  to  dictate  a 
letter,  which  her  brother  fhould  tranfcribe  and  tranfmit 
to  his  miftrefs,  as  the  produce  of  his  own  underftand- 
ing ;  and  had  actually  compofed  a  very  tender  billet 
for  this  purpofe;  yet  her  intention  was  entirely  fruf- 
trated  by  the  mifapprehenfion  of  the  lover  himfelf  5 
V.  ho,  in  confequence  of  his  fiil:er"'s  repeated  admoni- 
*iori5,  anticipated  her  Icheme,  by  v/riting  for  himfelf, 
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and  difyiatching  the  letter  one  afternoon,  v/hlle  Mrs. 
Grizzle  was  vifiting  at  the  paribn's. 

Neither  was  this  ftep  the  eftefl  of  his  vanity  or  vre- 
clpitation;  but  having  been  often  affared  by  his  ui>er, 
that  it  was  ahlbhitely  neceffary  for  him  to  make  a  de- 
claration of  his  love  in  writing,  he  took  this  oppor- 
tunity of  a6ting  in  conformity  with  her  advice,  v/hen 
his  imagination  was  unengaged  or  undiftnrbed  by  any 
other  fuggeftion,  without  ii\:.pc-6ling  in  the  lead  that 
fhe  intended  to  lave  him  the  trouble  of  exercifing  his 
own  genius.  Left,  therefore,  ?.s  he  im.agined,  to  his 
own  inventions,  he  fat  dov»?n  and  produced  the  follov/- 
ing  morce3AK  v/nich  was  tran[p-\iti;e'l  to  Mifs  Appleby, 
before  his  lifter  aiid  counfellor  had  the  leail  intiraaticn 
©f  the  affair. 

'  MISS    SALLY    APPLEBY. 

'  MADAM, 

*  UNDERSTANDING  you  have  a  parcel 

*  of  heait,  v/arranted  found,  to  be  difpofed  of,  ihall  be 

*  v/illing  to  treat  for  faid  commodity,   oii  r.aibnable 

*  tenns  ;  doubt  not, ihall  agree  for  fame;  fhaliwait  of 

*  you  for  farther  infon-nation,  when  and  v.'here  you  fhsil 

*  appoint.     This  the  needful  from  yoiir.*,  occ. 

*  GAM.    PICICLE."* 

This  hconic  epiftle,  fnnple  and  unadorned  as  it  was, 
met  with  as  cordial  a  reception  from  tlieperfon  to  whom 
it  was  addrefled,  as  if  it  had  been  couched  in  the  moft 
elegant  terms  that  delicacy  of  paffion  and  cultivated 
genius  could  f\ipply ;  nay,  I  believe,  was  the  more 
welcome  on  account  of  its  mercantile  plainnefs ;  be- 
caufe,  when  an  advantageous  match  is  in  view,  a  (t^n- 
fible  woman  often  confiders  the  flower}''  profefTlons  ai'Kl 
rapturous  exclamations  of  love,  as  enfnarhjg  ambigui- 
ties, or  at  bell  impertinent  prelimiinaides,  that  retard 
the  treaty  they  are  deiigned  to  promote  ;  whereas  Mr, 
Pickle  removed  ail  difagreeable  uncertainty,  by  de- 
fcending  at  once  to  the  molt  intereiling  particular. 

She  had  no  fooner,  as  a  dutiful  child,  communicated 
this  billet-doux  to  her  father,  than  he,  as  a  careful  p-ct- 
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»cnt,  vlhted  Mr.  Pickle,  and  in  preitnce  of  Mrs.  Griz-, 
«le,  demanded  a  fonnal  explanation  of  his  rontlments 
Wth  regard  to  his  daughter  Sally.  Mr.  Gamaliel, 
without  any  ceremony,  aflured  him  he  had  a  refpe6t  foi' 
the  young  woman,  and,  with  his  good  leave,  would 
take  her  for  better  for  worfe.  Mr.  Appleby,  after 
having  exprefied  his  fatisfaftion  that  he  had  fixed  his 
affections  in  his  family,  comforted  the  lover  with  the 
afilirance  of  his  being  agreeable  to  the  young  lady,  and 
they  forthwith  proceeded  to  the  articles  of  the  mar- 
liage-fettlement ;  which  being  djfcufied  and  deteirnin- 
ed,  a  lawyer  was  ordered  to  engrofs  them,  the  wed- 
ding deaths  were  bought,  and,  in  fiicrt,  a  day  was  ap- 
pointed for  the  celebration  of  their  nuptials,  to  which 
every  body  of  any  fa/hion  in  the  neighbourhood  was 
invited.  Among  thefe,  Commodore  Trunnion  and 
Mr.  Hatchway  v/ere  not  forgotten,  being  the  fole  com- 
panions of  the  bridegroom,  with  v/horn,  by  this  time^ 
they  had  co]itra6led  a  fort  of  intimacy  at  their  noctur- 
fial  rendezvous. 

They  had  received  a  previous  ir^imation  of  what  was 
on  the  anvil,  fi-om  the  landlord,  before  Mr.  Pickle 
thought  proper  to  declare  himfejf ;  in  confequence  of 
Vvhich,  the  toplck  of  the  one-eyed  commander's  dif- 
eourfe,  at  their  meeting  for  feveral  evenings  before, 
had  been  the  foil^v  and  plague  of  matrimony ;  on  which 
he  held  forth  with  great  vehemence  of  abufe,  levelled 
at  the  fair-fex,  whom  he  reprefented  as  devils  incar- 
nate, fent  from  hell  to  torment  mankind  ;  and  in  par- 
ticular, iiiveighed  again  ft  old  maids,  for  whom  he 
leemed  to  enteitain  a  lingular  averfionj  while  his  friend 
Jack  coniirmed  th6  truth  of  all  his  allegations,  and 
gratified  his  own  malignant  vein  at  the  fame  time,  by 
clenching  every  fentence  with  a  fly  joke  upon  the  mar- 
ried ftate,  built  upon  fome  allufion  to  a  fhip,  or  fea- 
fai-ing  life.  He  compared  a  v/om?-n  to  a  great  gun 
loaded  with  fire,  brimllcne,  and  noife,  which  being  vio- 
Jently  heated,  will  bounce  aiid  fly,  and  play  the  devil, 
if  you  don't  take  fpcciai  care  of  her  breechings.    He 
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faid,  fhe  was  like  a  hurricane,  that  never  b!>ows  from 
one  quarter,  but  veers  about  to  all  pomts  of  the  cora- 
pafs.  He  likened  her  to  a  painted  galley  curioufly 
rigged,  with  a  leak  in  her  hold,  which  her  hulband 
would  never  be  able  to  ftop.  He  obferved  that  her  in.- 
clinations  were  like  the  Bay  of  Bifcay 5  for  why?  be- 
caufe  you  may  heave  your  deep  lea  lead  long  enough, 
witiiout  ever  reacliing  the  bottom.  That  he '  who 
comes  to  anchor  on  a  wife,  may  find  himfelf  moored  in 
damned  foul  ground,  and  after  all,  can't  for  his  blood 
ilip  his  cable ;  and  that  for  his  own  part,  thof  he  might 
make  fliort  trips  for  paftime,  he  Would  never  embark 
in  woman  on  the  voyage  of  life,  becaufe  he  was  afraid 
of  foundering  in  the  firft  foul  weather. 

In  all  probability,  thefe  innnuations  mn.de  fome  im- 
prefTio-n  on  the  mind  of  Mr.  Pickle,  v/ho  was  not  very 
much  inclined  to  run  great  rifles  of  any  kind ;  but  the 
iiijim6lions  and  importunities  of  his  hfter,  who  was 
bent  upon  the  match,  over-balanced  the  opinion  of  his 
lea-friends,  who  finding  him  determined  to  many,  not- 
withftanding  all  the  hmts  of  caution  they  had  thrown 
out,  refolved  to  accept  his  invitation,  and  honoured  his 
nuptials  v/ith  their  prefence  accordingly. 
CHAP.    IV. 

The  Beha'vmir  of  Mrs.  Grizzle  at  the  Wedding, 

ivith  an  Account  of  the  Guejis. 

T  HOPE  it  will  not  be  thought  uncharitabVe,  if  I  ad- 

van.cc,  by  way  of  conjefture,  that  Mrs.  Griz7ie,  on 
this  grand  occafion,  fummoned  her  whole  exert' on  to 
play  orf  the  artillery  of  her  chamis  upon  the  hngle  gen- 
tlemen who  were  invited  to  the  entertainment:  U:re  I 
am,  fhe  difplayed  to  the  beft  advantage  all  the  engag- 
ing qualities  (lie  pofTeffed.  Her  affability  at  dinner 
was  altogether  uncommon  5  her  attention  to  the  guefls 
was  fi!perfluou(ly  hofpitable ;  her  tongue  was  flicathed 
with  a  moft  agreeable  and  infantine  lif}) ;  her  addrefs 
was  perfeftly  obliging 5  and  though,  conicious  of  the 
extvaordinary  capacity  of  her  mouth,  fhe  would  not 
Venture  to  hazard  a  laugh,  Hie  modelled  her  li])s  into 
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an  enchanriiig  nniper,  which  played  upon  her  counte- 
nance ail  day  long  j  nay,  fhe  even  profited  by  that  de- 
left in  her  vilion  we  have  already  obllrved,  and  fcciire- 
ly  contemplated  thoie  features  which  were  moft  to  her 
liking,  while  the  vAl  of  the  company  believed  her  re- 
gai-ds  vv'ere  difpofed  in  a  quite  contrar\-  direftion.  With 
what  humility  of  complaii'ance  did  ilie  receive  the  com- 
pliments ot  thofe  who  could  not  help  praijing  the  ele- 
gance of  the  banquet  j  and  hov/  pioully  did  ilic  feize 
that  opportunity  ot  commemorating  tlie  lionours  of  her 
lire,  by  obferving,  that  it  was  no  merit  in  her  tp  un- 
derftand  fomething  of  entertainments,  as  iiie  had  occa- 
iion  to  prefide  at  fo  many  during  the  mayoralty  of  her 
papa.  Far  from  difcovering  the  leaft  fymptom  of  pride 
and  exidtation  when  the  opuk-nce  of  her  famaly  be- 
came the  fubjecl  of  converiation,  Ihe  ailumed  a  fc verity 
of  countenance ;  and  after  having  moralized  on  the  va- 
nity of  riches,  declared  that  thofe  who  looked  upon  her 
as  a  fortune,  were  very  much  miftaken ;  for  her  father 
had  left  her  no  more  than  poor  five  thouland  pounds, 
which,  vv'ith  what  little  llie  had  faved  of  the  intereit 
iince  his  death,  was  all  fne  had  to  depend  upon :  in- 
deed, if  llie  had  placed  her  chief  felicity  in  wealth,  ihc 
Ihould  not  have  been  i'o  forward  in  deftroying  her  owa 
expeftations,  by  advifing  and  promoting  that  event  at 
which  they  were  now  ib  happily  alkmbkd;  but  fhe 
hoped  Ihe  Ihould  always  have  virtue  enough  to  poftpone 
any  interefted  confideration,  when  it  fhculd  happen  to 
clalh  with  the  happinefs  of  her  friends.  Finally,  luca 
was  her  rnodefty  and  felf-denial,  that  ftie  induftricuilv 
informed  thole  whom  it  might  concern,  that  Ike  was 
no  lefs  than  three  years  older  than  the  bride  ;  though^ 
had  Ihe  added  ten  to  the  reckoning,  fhe  would  have 
committed  no  miftake  in  point  of  computation. 

To  contribute  as  much  as  lay  in  her  power  to  the  fa- 
tisfa6lion  of  all  prefentj  Ihe  in  the  aitemoon  regaled 
them  with  a  tune  on  the  hai-pfichord,  accompanied  with 
her  voice,  which,  though  not  the  moft  melodious  in  the 
world,  I  dare  fay,  would  have  been  equally  at  their 
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fervlce,  coulJ  fhe  have  vied  with  Philomel  in  fong  j 
und  as  the  lad:  effort  of  her  coiDplaiiancej  when  dajic- 
ing  was  propoiedj  flie  was  prevailed  upon,  at  the  re- 
queft  of  her  new  lifter,  to  open  the  ball  in  perfon. 

In  a  word,  Mrs.  Grizzle  was  the  principal  figure  in 
this  fcftival,  and  almoit  eclipfed  the  bride;  who,  far 
from  i'eeming  to  difpufe  the  pre-erninence,  very  wifely 
allowed  her  to  make  the  fceft  of  her  talents  5  contenting 
htdelf  v.-ith  the  lot  to  which  fortune  had  already  called 
her,  and  which  {he  imagined  would  not  be  the  lefs  defir-^ 
able,  if  her  fifter-in-law  were  detached  from  the  family. 
I  believe  I  need  fcarce  advertife  the  reader,  that  dur- 
ing this  whole  entertainment,  the  commodore  and  his 
lieutenant  were  quite  oiit  of  their  element ;  and  this 
indeed  was  the  cafe  with  the  bridegroom  himfelf,  v/ho 
being  utterly  unacquainted  v/ith  any  fort  of  polite  com- 
merce, found  himfelf  under  a  veiy  difagreeable  rellraint 
.during  the  whole  fcene. 

Trunnion,  who  had  fcarce  ever  been  on  fhore  till  he 
was  paid  off,  and  never  once  in  his  whole  life  in  the 
company  of  any  females  above  the  rank  of  thole  who 
herd  upon  the  Point  at  Portfmouth,  v^^as  more  embar- 
raffed  about  his  behaviour  than  if  he  had  been  furround- 
ed  at  fea  by  the  whole  French  navy.  He  had  never 
pronounced  the  word  Madam  fmce  he  was  born ;  fo 
that  far  from  entering  into  converiation  with  the  ladies, 
lie  would  not  even  return  the  compliment,  or  give  the 
leaft  nod  of  civility  when  they  drank  to  his  health ;  and 
I  verily  believe,  would  rather  have  fuftered  fuffocatioii 
than  allowed  the  fimple  phrafe,  your  Jer^o ant ^  to  pro- 
ceed from  his  mouth.  He  was  altogether  as  inflexible 
with  refpeft  to  the  attitudes  of  his  body ;  for  either 
through  obilinacy  or  bafhfulnefs,  he  fat  upright  with- 
out motion,  infomuch,  that  he  provoked  the  mirth  of  a. 
certain  v/ag,  who  addreffmg  himielf  to  the  lieutenant, 
alked  whether  that  was  the  commodore  him.felf,  or  the 
wooden  lion  that  ufed  to  ftand  at  his  gate:  an  image, 
to  which,  it  muft  be  owned,  Mif  TrWW*2A'^  perfon 
^Q/e  119  faiot  retoblaiKe,  ^%• 
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Mr.  Hatchway,  who  was  not  q\ilte  ib  impollfiied  £« 
fhe  commodore,  and  had  certain  notion^  that  leerr.cd  to 
approach  the  ideas  of  common  iife,  made  a  lefs  uncouth 
appearance ;  but  then  he  was  a  wit,  and  though  of  a 
very  pecuHar  genius,  partook  largely  of  that  difpoii* 
tion  which  is  common  to  all  wits,  who  never  enjoy 
themfelves,  except  when  their  talents  meet  with  thoi* 
marks  of  diilinftion  and  veneration,  which  (in  thek 
own  opinion)  thev  deferve. 

The  circumllajices  being  premifed,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  if  this  triumvirate  made  no  objeftion  to 
the  propofal,  when  ibme  of  the  grave  perfonages  of  tjie 
company  made  a  motion  for  adjourning  into  another 
apaitment,  where  they  might  enjoy  their  pipes  and  hot. 
ties,  while  the  young  folks  indulged  thernfelves  in  th« 
continuance  of  their  own  favourite  diversion.  Thus 
refcued,  as  it  were,  from,  a  ftate  of  annihilation,  the  firit 
life  the  two  lads  of  the  caftle  made  of  their  exiftence. 
Was  to  ply  the  bridegroom  lb  hard  with  bumpers,  that 
in  lefs  than  an  hour  he  made  divers  efforts  to  iing,  aad 
foon  after  was  carried  to  bed,  deprived  of  all  majnier 
of  ienfation,  to  the  utter  difappointment  of  the  bride- 
men  and  maids,  who,  by  this  accident,  were  prevented 
from  throwmg  the  ftocking,  and  performing  certain 
other  ceremonies  praftifed  on  luch  occafions.  As  for 
the  bride,  fhe  bore  this  misfortune  with  great  good-hu. 
inour5  and,  indeed,  on  all  occanons,  behaved  like  a 
difcreet  woman,  perfeftly  well  acquainted  with  the  n^* 
ture  of  her  own  lltuation. 

CHAP.    V. 
Mrs.  Pickle  afufnes  the  Reins  ofGovernnient  in  kercrjjii 
Fmnily.    Her  Sifier-in-lc-jj  undertakes  an  Enter prizs 
of  great  Moineni,  hut  is  for  feme  Tifne  di-veriedfrom 
her  Purpofe  by  a  ^oery  intercfling  Conf  deration. 
"y^HA  1  EVER  deference,  not  to  fay  fubmi/Tion,  fhe 
had  paid  to  Mrs.  Grizzle  before  flie  was  fo  nearly- 
allied  to  her  family,  fhe  no  fooner  became  Mrs.  Pickle, 
than  fhe  thought  it  incumbent  r.pon  her  to  aft  up  to 
the  dignity  of  U^i^  giuu^aer  j  ai^  ;h«  y^ry  day  after  th« 
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marriage,  ventured  to  difpute  with  her  fifter-in-law  on 
the  iubieft  of  her  own  pedigree,  which  flie  affirmed  to 
be  more  honourable  in  all  refpefts  than  that  of  her  huf- 
band  j  obiei-ving,  that  ieveral  younger  brothers  of  her 
houfe  had  arrived  at  the  ftation  of  Lord  Mayor  of  Lon- 
don, which  was  the  higheft  pitch  of  greatnefs  that  any 
of  Mr.  Pickle's  predcceffors  had  ever  attained. 

This  preliimption  was  like  a  thunderbolt  to  Mrs. 
Grizzle,  who  began  to  perceive  that  ihe  had  not  fuc- 
ceeded  quite  fo  well  as  fhe  imagined,  in  fele6ling  for 
her  brother  a  gentle  and  obedient  yoke-fellow,  who 
would  always  treat  her  with  that  profound  refpe6l  which 
fhe  thought  due  to  her  fuperior  genius,  and  be  entirely- 
regulated  by  her  advice  and  dire6lion:  however,  fhe 
Ifiil  continued  to  manage  the  reins  of  government  in 
the  houfe,  reprehending  the  fervants  as  ufual ;  an  of- 
fice fhe  performed  with  great  capacity,  and  in  which 
fhe  feemed  to  take  fmgular  delight,  until  Mrs.  Pickle, 
on  pretence  of  confulting  her  cafe,  told  her  one  day  flie 
would  take  that  trouble  upon  herfelf,  and  for  t!ie  fu- 
ture aflum.e  the  management  of  her  own  family.  No- 
thing could  be  more  mortifying  to  Mrs.  Grizzle  than 
fucha  declaration;  to  which,  altera  confiderable paufe, 
and  flrange  diftortion  of  look,  fhe  replied,  *  I  fliali  ne- 
Ter  refufe  or  repine  at  any  trouble  that  may  conduce  to 
my  brother's  advantage.' — '  Dear  Madam,'  anfwered 
the  fifler,  *  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  your  kind  con- 
cern for  Mr.  Pickle's  intereft,  which  I  confider  as  my 
own ;  but  I  cannot  bear  to  lee  you  a  fufferer  by  your 
fi-iend/liip,  and  therefore  infill  upon  exempting  you  from 
the  fatigue  you  have  borne  {o  long.' 

In  vam  did  the  other  proteft  that  fhe  took  pleafure 
in  the  talk ;  Mrs .  Pickle  afcribed  the  aflurance  to  her 
excels  of  complaifance,  and  expreffed  fuch  te^deniefs 
of  zeal  for  her  dear  filler's  health  and  tranquillity,  that 
the  reluftant  maiden  fcu;id  herfelf  obliged  to  refignher 
authority,  without  enjoying  the  leafl  pretext  for  com- 
plaining of  her  being  depoled. 

Tiiis  difgrace  was  attended  by  a  fit  of  peevifh  devo- 
tion 
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tlon  that  lafled  three  or  tour  weeks ;  during  wliich  pe- 
riot],  fhehad  the  additional  chagrin  of  feeing-  the  young 
lady  gain  an  abfolute  afcendancy  over  the  mind  of  her 
brother,  who  was  periuaded  to  let  up  a  gay  equipage, 
and  improve  his  houfe-keeping,  by  an  augmentation  in 
his  expence,  to  the  amount  of  a  thoufand  a  year  at 
leaft:  though  his  akeration  in  the  oeconomy  of  his 
houfehold  effected  no  change  in  his  own  diipofition,  or 
manner  of  life ;  for  as  foon  as  the  painful  ceremony  of 
receiving  and  returning  vifits  was  performed,  he  had 
recourfe  again  to  the  company  of  his  fea-fricnds,  with 
whom  he  Ipent  the  beft  part  of  his  time.  But  if  he 
was  fatisfied  wi^ h  his  condition,  the  cafe  was  otherwife 
with  Mrs.  Grizzle,  who  finding  her  importance  in  tha 
family  greatly  diminiflied,  her  attractions  neglefted  by 
all  the  male-lex  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  wither- 
ing hand  of  tim.e  hang  threatening  over  her  head,  be- 
gan to  feel  the  horror  of  et-ernal  virginity ;  and,  in  a 
fort  of  defperation,  refolved  at  any  rate  to  refcue  her- 
felf  from  that  reproachful  and  uncomfortable  fituation. 
Thus  detennined,  flit  formed  a  plan,  the  execution  of 
which,  to  a  fpirit  lefs  enterprizing  and  fufnclent  than 
her's,  would  have  appeared  altogether  impracticable  j 
this  was  no  other,  than  to  make  a  conqueft  of  the  com- 
modore ""s  heart ;  which  the  reader  will  eafily  believa 
was  not  very  fufceptible  of  tender  imprefhons  j  but,  on 
the  contrary^  fortified  with  infenfibility  and  prejudice 
againft  the  charms  of  the  whole  fex ;  and  particularly 
prepofTeffed  to  the  prejudice  of  that  clafs  diftinguifliect 
Ijy  the  appellation  of  old-maids,  in  which  Mrs.  Griz- 
zle was,  by  this  time,  unhappily  ranked.  She, never- 
thelefs,  took  the  field  ;  and  having  invefted  this  feem- 
ingly  impregnable  fortrefs,  began  to  break  giound  one 
day,  when  Tnmnion  dined  at  her  brother's,  by  fpring- 
ing  certain  enfnaring  commendations  on  the  honcfcy 
and  fincerity  of  fea-faring  people,  paying  a  partic\dar 
attention  to  his  plate,  and  afiefting  a  nraper  of  appro- 
bation at  eveiy  thing  he  faid,  which  by  any  means  fhc 
could  conllme  into  a  joke,  or  with  m.odefty  be  fup- 
C  z  pofed 
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©ofed  to  hear :  nay,  even  when  he  left  decency  on  th« 
left-hand,  (which  was  often  the  cafe)  fhe  ventured  to 
reprimand  his  freedom  of  fpeech  with  a  gracious  grin, 
iayincf,  *  Sure,  you  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  fea 
have  fuch  an  odd  v/ay  with  you!'"  But  all  this  com- 
placency was  fo  ineffe6Lual,  that,  far  from  fufpefting 
the  true  caufe  of  it,  the  commodore,  that  very  evening, 
at  the  chib,  in  prefence  of  her  brother,  with  whom,  by 
this  time,  he  could  take  any  marjier  of  freedom,  did 
not  fcruple  to  damn  her  for  a  fquinting,  block-faced, 
chattering  pifs-kitchen;  and  immediately  after,  drank 
defpair  to  all  old  maids.  The  toaft  Mr.  Pickle  pledged 
Vv'ithout  the  leaft  hefitatron,  and  next  day  intimated  to 
his  fifter,  who  bore  the  indignity  with  lurprizing  refig-r 
nation,  and  did  not  therefore  defift  from  her  fcheme, 
iinprom.ifing  as  it  feemed  to  be,  imtll  her  attention  was 
called  off,  and  engaged  in  another  care,  which,  for  foms 
time,  interrupted  the  progrefs  of  this  deflgn.  Ker  fif- 
ter  had  not  been  married  many  months,  when  ihe  ex- 
hibited evident  f)nTiptomiS  of  pregnancy,  to  the  general 
fatisfaftion  of  all  concerned,  and  the  inexpreffible  joy  of 
Mrs.  Grizzle,  who  (as  we  have  already  hinted)  was 
more  interefted  in  the  prefcrvation  of  the  family-name, 
than  in  any  other  coniideration  whatever.  She  there- 
fore no  fooner  diicovei-ed  appearances  to  juftify  and 
confiiTnjier  hopes,  that  poftponing  her  own  purpofe, 
snd  laying  afide  that  pique  and  refentmerit  Ihe  had  con- 
ceived from  the  behaviour  of  IVIi^s.  Pickle,  when  fhe 
Ixiperfeded  her  authority;  or,  perhaps,  confldering  her 
in  no  other  light  than  that  of  the  vehicle  which  con- 
tained, and  w?.s  deftined  to  convey  her  brother's  heir 
to  light ;  fhe  determined  to  exert  her  uttennoft  in  nurf- 
ir,g,  tending,  and  cherifhing  her,  during  the  term  of 
her  important  charge.  With  this  view,  fhe  purchafed 
Culpepper's  Midwifery;  v/hich,  with  that  (agacious 
performance,  digiiiiied  withAriftotle'sname,  flie  ftiidied 
with  indefatigable  care,  and  diligently  perufed  the  Com.- 
pleat  Houfewlfe,  together  with  Qu^incy'sDifpenfatoryj 
fulling  every  jelly,  marmalade,  and  confervcj  which 
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fliefe  authors  recommend  as  either  faliitaiy  or  tootlv- 
fome,  for  the  benefit  and  comfort  of  htr  fifter-in-la-.v, 
during  her  geftation.  She  reftricted  her  from  eating 
roots,  pot-herbs,  fhiit,  and  all  forts  of  vegetables  :  and 
one  day,  when  Mrs.  Pickle  had  plucked  a  }>each  with 
her  own  hand,  and  was  in  the  veiy  act  of  putting  it  be- 
tween her  teeth,  Mrs.  Grizzle  perceived  the  raih  at- 
tempt and  running  up  to  her,  fell  upon  her  knees  in 
the  garden,  intreating  her,  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  to 
refift  fuch  a  pernicious  appetite.  Her  requeft  v/as  no 
fooner  complied  with,  than,  recollecting  that  if  her  lif- 
ter's longing  was  baulked,  the  child  might  be  aff^fted 
with  fome  difagreeable  mark,  or  deplorable  difeafe,  fhe 
begged  as  earneftly  that  fhe  would  fwallow  the  fniit ; 
and,  in  'the  mean  time,  ran  for  ibme  cordial  v/ater  of 
her  own  compofmg,  which  fhe  forced  upon  her  fifter, 
as  an  antidote  to  the  polfon  fhe  had  received. 

This  excelTive  zeal  and  tendernefs  did  net  fail  to  be 
very  troubleibme  to  Mrs.  Pickle;  who  having  revolv- 
,cd  divers  plans  for  the  recoveiy  of  her  ov/n  eafe,  at 
length  determined  to  engage  Mrs.  Grizzle  in  fuch  em.- 
pio^TTient  as  would  interrupt  that  clofe  attendance  which 
fhe  found  lb  teazing  and  difagreeable.  Neither  did  ihc 
wait  long  for  an  opportunity  of  piitting  her  refoiution 
in  practice.  The  veiy  next  day,  a  gentleman  happen- 
ing to  dine  v/ith  Mr.  Pickle,  unfortunately  mentioned 
a  pijie-apple,  part  of  which  he  had  eaten  a  week  before 
at  the  houfe  of  a  nobleman  v/ho  lived  in  another  part 
of  the  coimtr\^,  at  the  diftance  of  a  hundred  miles  at 
leafl. 

Tlic  name  of  this  fatal  fioiit  Vw-as  no  fooner  ])ronounced, 
than  Mrs.  Grizzle,  who  inceflently  watched  her  iil]:cr's 
looks,  took  the  alarm,  becaufe  fhe  thought  they  gave 
certain  indications  of  curioiitv  and  deiire;  and  after 
having  obfer\-ed  that  fhe  herfelf  could  never  eat  pine- 
appleii,  which  v/ere  altogether  unnatural  produftions, 
extorted  by  the  force  of  artificial  fire,  out  of  filthy  ma- 
nure, afked,  with  a  faultering  voice,  if  Mrs.  Pickle 
was  not  of  her  way  of  thinking.  Tlus  young  lady, 
C  5  vrhQ 


39  PEREGRINE    PICKLE. 

vv'ho  wanted  neither  flynels  nor  penetration,  at  one€ 
divined  her  meaning;  and  replied,  with  ieeming  un- 
concern, that  for  her  own  part,  flie  fhould  never  repine, 
if  there  was  not  a  pine-appie  in  the  iniiverfe,  provided 
fhe  could  indulge  herfelr  vj:ith  the  fniits  of  her  own 
ccimtry. 

This  anfwer  was  calculated  for  the  benefit  of  the 
ftranger,  who  would  certainly  have  fuffei^d  for  his  im- 
piiidence  by  the  refentment  of  Mrs .  Grizzle,  had  her 
filter  exprefied  the  leaft  relifh  for  the  fruit  in  queftion. 
it  had  the  defired  eitecl,  and  re-eftabliflied  the  peace  of 
the  company,  which  was  not  a  little  endangered  by  the 
gentlemairs  want  of  confideration.  Next  morning, 
however,  after  breakfaft,  the  pregnant  lady,  in  jnirfu- 
ance  of  her  plan,  yawned  (as  it  were  by  accident)  fiill 
in  the  face  of  her  maidei;  fifter;  who  being  infinitely 
difturbed  by  this  convulfion,  ;;ffirnied  it  was  a  fyrap- 
tom  of  longing,  and  infilled  uuor+  knowing  the  objeft 
in  deure ;  when  Mrs.  Pickle,  affeclingii:.!  affe61ed  linile, 
told  her  fhe  had  eaten  a  moil:  delicious  pine-apple  in 
her  fleep.  This  declaration  v/as  attended  with  an  im- 
mediate fcream  uttered  by  Mrs.  Grizzle;  who  inifaiuly 
perceiving  her  fifter  furprized  at  the  exclamation,  clafp- 
(;d  her  in  her  aims,  and  aflured  her,  with  a  fort  of  hyf- 
terical  laugh,  that  fiie  could  not  help  fcreaming  with 
joy,  becaufe  llie  had  it  in  her  povv^er  to  gratify  her  dear 
fifter' s  wiAi ;  a  lady  in  the  neighbourhood  having  pro- 
mifed  to  fend  her,  in  a  prefent,  a  couple  of  delicate  pins- 
apples,  which  ft;e  would  that  very  day  go  in  queft  of. 

Mrs.  Pickle  would  by  nomeaiis  ccnfentto  this  pro- 
pofal,  on  pretence  6f  fparing  the  other  unnecefiaiy  fa- 
tigue; and  allured  her,  that  if  Ihe  had  any  denre  to  eat 
a  pine-apple,  it  was  fo  faint,  that  the  difappointment 
could  produce  no  bad  ccnfequence.  But  this  afturance 
was  conveyed  in  a  manner,  (which  flie  knew  veiy  well 
how  to  adopt)  that,  inftead  of  difiuading,  rathei^  ftimu- 
lated  Mrs.  Grizzle  to  fet  oat  immediately;  not  on  a 
vlfit  to  that  lady,  whofe  promiie  flie  herfe If  had  feigned, 
vt'ith  a  view  of  confulting  her  fifter'a  trancj^uillity,  but 
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♦«  a  random  fearch  tlirough  the  whole  coimf  ly  for  this 
unhicky  fnilt,  which  v/as  like  to  produce  Co  rrrncli  vex-, 
ation  and  prejudice  to  her  and  her  father's  houfe. 

During  tlu'ee  whole  days  and  nights  did  fhe,  attend- 
ed by  a  valet,  ride  from  place  to  place  without  fuccefs, 
unmindful  of  her  health,  and  carelefs  of  her  reputation, 
that  began  to  fuffer  from  the  nature  of  her  enquiry, 
which  was  puruied  with  fuch  peculiar  eageniefs  and 
diftraftion,  that  every  body  vv^ith  whom  flie  converfed, 
looked  upon  her  as  an  unhappy  perfon,  whofe  intelle6ls 
were  not  a  little  difordered. 

Baffled  in  all  her  refearches  within  the  county,  fhe  at 
length  refolved  to  vifit  that  very  nobleman,  at  whofs 
houfe  the  officious  ftranger  had  been  (for  her)  fo  un-r 
fortunately  regaled  5  and  a61:ually  arrived  in  a  poft^ 
fhaife  at  the  place  of  his  habitation  ;  where  fac  intro- 
duced her  buiinefs  as  an  affair  on  which  the  happinefs 
of  a  whole  family  depended .  By  virtue  of  a  prefent  to 
his  lordihip's  gardener,  flie  procured  the  Hefperiau  fmltg 
with  which  fhe  returned  in  triumph. 

CHAP.    VI. 

Mrs.  Gri-zzk  is  indefatigable  i?z  gratifying  her  Sifler'^s 
longings.  Peregrine  is  born,  and  managed  coyitrary 
to  the  Dire 51  ions  and  Remo^rjtrances  of  his  Aimt,  ivh9 
is  difgufied  upon  that  Account,  and  refumes  the  Plait 
<vjhich'fhe  had  before  rejcded. 

nr^HE  fuccefs  of  this  device  would  have  encouraged 
-^  Mrs.  Pickle  to  pra6life  more  of  the  fame  fort  upon 
her  fifter-in-law,  had  ihe  not  been  deterred  by  a  violent 
fever  which  felzed  her  zealous  ally,  in  confequence  of 
the  fatigue  and  imeaiinefs  flie  had  undergone  5  which, 
while  it  lafted,  as  effe6lually  conduced  to  her  repofe,  as 
any  other  ftratagem,  fhe  could  invent.  But  Mrs.  Griz- 
zle'^s  health  was  no  fooner  reftored,  than  the  other,  be- 
ing as  much  incommoded  as  ever,  wai>  obliged,  in  her 
own  defence,  to  have  recourfe  to  fome  other  contri- 
vance j  and  managed  her  artilices  in  fuch  a  mamier,  as 
kaves  it  at  this  day  a  doubt  whethsi"  flie  v/as  really  fo 
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whimfical  and  capricious  in  her  appetites  as  fhe  herfelf 
pretended  to  be  ^  for  her  longings  were  not  reftrifled 
to  the  demjjids  of  the  palate  and  ftomach,  but  alfo  af- 
fe6led  all  the  other  organs  of  fenfe,  and  even  invaded 
her  imagination,  which  at  this  period  feemed  to  be 
ilrangely  difeafed. 

One  time  ihe  longed  to  pinch  her  hufband's  ear;  and 
it  was  with  infinite  difficulty  that  his  fifter  could  pre- 
vail upon  him  to  undergo  the  operation.  Yet  this  talk 
was  cafy,  in  comparifcn  with  another  fhe  undertook  for 
the  gratification  of  Mrs.  Pickle's  unaccountable  de- 
fire;  vjhich  was  no  other  than  to  perfuade  the  commo- 
dore to  fubmit  his  chin  to  the  mercy  of  the  big-bellied 
lady,  who  ardently  wiflied  for  an  opportunity  of  pluck- 
ing three  black  hairs  from  his  beard.  When  this  pro- 
poial  was  firft  communicated  to  Mr.  Trunnion  by  the 
jiufband,  his  anfwer  was  nothing  but  a  dreadful  eifu- 
fion  of  oathSj  accompanied  with  fuch  a  flare,  and  deli- 
vered in  fuch  a  tone  of  voice,  as  terrified  the  poor  be- 
feecher  into  immediate  filence;  fo  that  Mrs.  Grizzle 
was  fain  to  take  the  whole  enterprize  upon  herfelf,  and 
next  day  went  to  the  garrifon  accordingly,  where  hav- 
ing obtained  entrance  by  means  of  the  lieutenant,  who, 
while  his  commander  was  afleep,  ordered  her  to  be  ad- 
initted  for  the  joke's  fake,  fne  waited  patiently  till  he 
turned  out,  and  then  accofted  him  in  the  yard,  where 
lie  ufed  to  perform  his  morning  walk.  He  was  thun- 
derfli-uck  at  the  appearance  of  a  woman  m  a  place 
which-  he  had  hitlierto  kept  facred  from  the  whole  fex, 
nnd  immediately  began  to  utter  an  apoftrophe  to  Tom 
Pipes,  v/aofe  turn  it  then  v/as  to  watch;  when  Mrs. 
Grizzle  fallhig  on  her  knees  before  him,  conjured  him 
with  many  pathetic  fupplications,  to  hear  and  grant  her 
requeil ;  which  was  no  fooner  iignified,  than  he  bellow- 
>  ed  in  fuch  an  outrageous  manner  that  the  whole  court 
re-eciioed  the  opprobrious  term  hitchj  and  the  word 
dojnnation^  which  he  repeated  with  fiu'prizing  volubi- 
lity, withoiit  any  fort  of  propriety  or  connexion ;  and 
retreated  hito  his  penetralia,  leaving  the  bafHed  devotee 

in 
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TtL  the  hitmble  pofture  fhe  had  fo  unfuccefsfuliy  chofen 
to  melt  his  obdurate  heart. 

Mortifying  as  this  repulfe  mud  have  been  to  a  lady 
of  her  llately  difpofition,  flie  did  not  rehnquifh  her  aim» 
bxit  endeavoured  to  intereft  the  commodore's  counfel- 
lors  and  adherents  in  her  cp.uCe.  With  this  view  fhe 
folicited  the  mtereft  of  Mr.  Hatchway,  who,  being 
highly  pleafed  with  a  circurallance  fo  productive  of 
mirth  and  diverfion,  readily  entered  into  her  meafures, 
and  promifed  to  employ  his  whole  influence  for  her  fa- 
tisfa6lion :  and  as  for  the  boatfwam's  mate,  he  was 
rendered  propitious  by  the  prefent  of  a  guinea  which 
^e  flipt  into  his  hand.  In  fhort,  Mrs.  Grizzle  was 
continually  engaged  in  this  negociation  for  the  fpace 
often  days,  during  which  the  commodore  was  fo  in- 
cefTantly  peftered  with  her  remonfti-ances,  and  the  ad- 
mojiltions  of  his  afTociateSjthat  he  fwore  his  people  had 
a  defign  upon  his  life,  which  becoming  a  burden  to 
him,  he  at  lalt  complied,  and  v/as  condufted  to  the 
fcene  like  a  viclim  to  the  altar;  or  rather  like  a  reluc- 
tant bear,  when  he  is  led  to  the  ftake  amidft  the  fhouts 
and  cries  of  butchers  and  their  dogs.  Aftsr  all,  this 
viclory  was  not  quite  fo  deciiive  as  the  conquerors  ima- 
gined ;  for  the  patient  being  fet,  and  the  performer  pre- 
pared v^^ith  a  pair  of  pincers,  a  fmall  difficulty  occiu*- 
red  :  fhe  eoidd  not  for  fome  time  difcem  one  black  hair 
an  the  whole  iuperficies  of  Mr.  Trunnion's  face ;  when 
Mrs.  Grizzle,  very  much  alarmed  and  difconcerted, 
had  recourfe  to  a  magnifying  glafs  that  flood  upon  her 
toilet;  and  after  a  moll  accurate  examanation,  difcover- 
pd  a  fibre  of  a  dufky  hue,  to  which  the  inftruraent  be- 
ing applied,  Mrs.  Pickle  pulled  it  up  by  the  roots,  to 
the  no  imali  difcompoiure  of  the  owner,  who  feeling 
the  fmart  much  more  fevere  than  he  had  expefted,  flart- 
^d  up,  and  fwore  he  would  not  part  with  another  hair 
to  fave  them  all  from  danmation^ 
^  Mr.  Hatchway  exhorted  him  to  patience  and  rehgna- 
tion,  Mrs.  Griz?zle  repeated  her  entreaties  with  great 
iKiraility^  but  findin^^  him  deaf  to  all  her  prayers,  and 
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abfolutely  bent  upon  leaving  the  honfe,  fhe  clafped  hi* 
knees,  and  begged  for  the  love  of  God  that  he  would 
have  compaiTion  upon  a  diftrefled  family,  and  endure  a 
li-tle  more  for  the  fake  of  the  poor  infant,  who 
wov.ld  otherA-iie  be  bom  with  a  grey  beard  upon  its 
chin.  Far  from  being  melted,  he  was  rather  exafpe« 
Tated  by  this  refleclion;  to  which  he  replied  with  great 
indignation — '  D — n  yoii  for  a  yaw-fighted  bitch !  he'll 
be  hanged  long  enough  before  he  has  any  beard  at  all.* 
'So  faying,  he  difengaged  himlelf  from  her  embraces, 
:fiung  cut  at  the  door,  and  halted  homev^ards  with  fuch 
i\irprizing  fpeed,  thzt  the  lieutenant  coidd  not  overtake 
him  until  he  had  arrived  at  his  o\Anngate5  and  Mrs. 
Grizzle  was  fo  much  afte6ced  v/ith  his  efcape,  that  her 
filter,  in  pure  compafuon,  defired  (he  would  not  affli6V 
herfeif,  protefting  that  her  own  wifh  was  already  gra- 
tiiied,  for  fhe  had  plucked  three  hairs  at  once,  having, 
from  the  beginning,  been  dubious  of  the  commodore's 
pstieriCe.  But  the  labours  of  this  affiduous  kinfwomaii 
did  not  end  with  the  atchievement  of  this  adventure  f 
her  eloquence  or  Induftry  was  employed  v/ithout  ceaf- 
jng,  in  the  performance  of  other  tafks  impofed  by  the 
irgcnious  craft  of  her  fifter- in-law ;  who  at  another 
time  conceived  an  infupprefTible  affection  for  a  fricaffee 
of  frogs,  which  fhould  be  the  genuine  natives  of  France, 
fo  that  there  was  a  neceffity  for  difpatching  a  m.eflen- 
ger  on  purpofe  to  that  kingdom ;  but  as  fhe  could  not 
depend  upon  the  integrity  of  any  common  fervant,  Mrs. 
Grizzle  undertook  that  province,  and  actually  fet  fail 
in  a  cutter  of  Bologne,  from  whence  fhe  returned  in 
eight  and  forty  hours  with  a  tub  full  of  thofe  live  ani- 
mals ;  which  being  drefled  according  to  art,  her  fiflcr 
would  not  tafle  them,  on  pretence  that  her  fit  of  long- 
ing was  paft.  But  then  her  inclinations  took  a  diffe- 
rent turn,  anJ  fixed  themfelves  upon  a  curious  imple- 
ment belonging  to  a  lady  of  quality  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, which  was  reported  to  be  a  very  great  curiofityj 
this  was  no  ether  than  a  porcelain  ch^ber-pot  of  ad- 
mirable workmaiifnip,    contrived  by  the  honourable 
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owner,  who  kept  it  for  lier  own  private  ufe,  and  chc» 
riihed  it  as  an  utenfil  of  ineitimabie  value. 

Mrs.  Grizzle  fluiddered  at  the  firit  hint  fhe  received 
of  her  filler's  defire  to  poffef*  this  piece  of  furniture  j 
becauie  fhe  knew  it  was  not  to  be  puvchafed  j  sjid  the 
lady's  chara6ter,  v/hich  wa^  none  of  the  moft  amiable 
in  point  of  humanity  and  condclcenuon,  forbade  ail 
hopes  of  borrowing  it  for  a  feaibn:  fhe  therefore  at- 
tempted to  reafon  down  this  capricious  appetite,  as  an 
extravagance  of  imagination  which  ought  to  be  com- 
bated and  reprefled  j  and  Mrs.  Pickle,  to  all  appear- 
ance, was  corivinced  and  fatished  by  her  arguments 
and  advice:  but,  never thelci's,  couid  make  uie  of  no 
other  convenience,  and  was  tlu'eatened  with  a  veiy  dan- 
gerous iuppreffion.  Rcuzed  at  the  peril  in  winch  fl;e 
fuppofed  her  to  be,  Mrs.  Gri2zle  fiew  to  the  lady's 
houfe,  and  having  obtained  a  private  audience,  difclof- 
ed  the  melancholy  fituation  of  her  lifter,  and  Implored 
the  benevolence  of  her  la.dyfnip ;  .who,  contrary  to  ex- 
peftation,  received  her  very  gracioufiy,  and  confented 
to  indulge  Mrs.  Pickle's  longing.  Mr.  Pickle  began 
to  be  out  of  humour  at  the  cxptnce  to  which  he  v/as 
expofed  by  the  caprice  of  his  -wife,  who  was  herfelf 
aiaiTned  at  this  lait  accident,  and  tor  the  future  kept 
her  fancy  v/ithin  bounds  ;  infomuch,  that  witiout  be- 
ing lubieft  to  any  more  extraordinary  trouble,  Mrs, 
Grizzle  reaped  the  long-wifned  fruits  of  h^r  dearell  ex- 
pectation in  the  birth  of  a  fine  boy,  whom  her  filter  in  a 
few  months  brought  into  tlie  v/orld;- 

I  liiall  omit  the  defcripticn  of  the  rejoicings,  whicji 
were  infinite  on  this  important  cccanon;  and  only  ob- 
fen-e  that  Mrs ,  Pickle's  mother  and  aunt  fcood  god- 
mothers, and  tile  co^nncdore  aiTifted  at  the  ceremony 
as  godfather  to  the  child,  who  was  chriftened  by  tin 
name  of  Peregrine,  in  ccmpihnent  to  the  n.emorv  of  a 
deceafed  uncle.  While  the  mother  v/as  confmed  to 
her  bed,  and  incapable  of  maintaining  her  ov/n  autho- 
rity, Mrs,  Grizzle  took  charg2  of  the  infant  by  a  do'i- 
hh  claim;  ajid  fuperintejided,  witii  iurpriwng  vigi- 
—  lance. 
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Jance,  tlie  mu"fe  and  midwife  in  all  the  particulai's  cf 
their  refpeftive  offices,  which  were  performed  by  her 
exprefs  direflion.  But  no  fooner  was  Mrs,  Pickle  in 
a  condition  to  re-afuime  the  management  of  her  owill 
affairs,  than  flie  thoug'it  proper  to  alter  certain  regula- 
tions concerning  the  child,  which  had  obtained  in'ccn- 
fequence  of  her  fiifer^s  orders ;  direfting,  among  other 
innovations,  that  the  bandages  with  wliich  the  infant 
had  been  fo  neatly  rolled  up,  like  an  Egyptian  mum- 
jny,  Ihould  be  loofened  and  laid  afide,  in  order  to  rid 
Jiature  of  all  reftraint,  and  give  the  blood  fi-ee  fcope  to 
circulate  j  and  with  her  ovm  hands  flie  plunged  him 
Jieadlong  every  morning  in  a  tub  full  of  cold  water* 
This  operation  feemed  fo  barbarous  to  the  tender-heart- 
ed Mrs.  Grizzle,  that  fhe  not  only  oppcfed  it  with  all 
her  eloquence,  fhedding  abundance  of  tears  over  the 
facrifice  when  it  was  made,  but  took  horfe  im.mediate- 
iy,  and  departed  for  the  habitation  of  an  eminent  coun- 
try phyfician,  whom  fhe  confulted  in  thefe  words. — 

*  Pray,  doftor,  is  it  not  both  dangerous  and  cruel  to 
he  the  means  of  letting  a  poor  tender  infant  perifh,  by 
foufmg  it  in  water  as  cold  as  ice  ?' — '  Yes,""  replied  the 
doiSlor,  '  downiright  murder,  I  affirm.' — *  I  fee  you  are 
a  perfon  of  great  learning  and  fagacity,'  faid  the  other: 

*  and  I  muft  beg  you  will  be  fo  good  as  to  fignify  your 
opinion  in  your  own  hand-writing.'  The  doctor  im- 
mediately complied  v/ith  her  requeft,  and  exprelfed 
iumfelf  upon  a  flip  of  paper  to  this  purpofe. 

*  THESE  are  to  certify  whom  it  may  concern,  that 

*  I  firaily  believe,  and  it  is  my  imalterable  opinion, 
«  that  who foever  letteth  an  infant  periffi,byfcuiingit  in 

*  cold  water,  even  though  the  faid  water  ffiould  not  be 
<  fo  cold  as  ice,  is  in  effeft  guilty  of  the  minder  of  the 

*  iaid  infant,  as  witnefs  my  hand, 

«  COMFIT  COLYCYNTH.' 

Having  obtained  this  certificate,  for  which  the  phy- 
^cian  was  handfomely  acknov/ledged,  flte  returned  ex- 

iUjI'^,  a»d  kopipg,  wi^b  jTwch  av»5i9rity,  tg  overthrow 
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til  oppofitlon.  Accordingly,  next  morning,  when  her 
nephew  was  about  to  undergo  his  diurnal  baptiim,  fhe 
produced  the'commifTion,  whereby  fne  conceived  her- 
lelf  iiTipowered  to  ovemle  flich  inhuman  proceedings. 
But  file  was  difappointed  in  her  expectation,  confident 
as  it  was;  not  that  Mrs.  Pickle  pretended  to  differ  in 
opinion  from  Dr.  Colycynth,  <  For  whofe  chara6ler 
and  fentiments,'  laid  fh'e,  '  I  have  iuch  veneration,  that 
I  fhall  carefully  obferve  the  caution  implied  in  this 
veiy  certificate,  by  which,  far  from  condemning  my 
method  of  practice,  he  only  afferts  that  killing  is  mur- 
der; an  alfeverationj  the  truth  of  which,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  I  iliall  never  difpute."* 

Mrs.  Grizzle,  who,  Iboth  to  fay,  had  rather  too  fa- 
perficidly  conlidered  the  claufe  by  which  fhe  thou crht 
herfelf  authorized,  peniied  the  paper  with  more  accu- 
racy, and  was  confounded  at  her  ovvTI  want  of  penetra- 
tion. Yet  though  Ihe  was  confuted,  flie  was  by  no  means 
convinced  that  her  objeclions  to  the  cold-bath  wereun- 
reafonable ;  on  tlie  contraiy,  after  having  bellowed  fun- 
diy  opprobrious  epithets  on  the  phyfician,  for  his  want 
of  knowledge  and  cajidour,  fiie  protefted  in  the  moft 
earneft  and  Iblemn  manner  againft  the  pernicious  prac- 
tice of  dipping  the  child ;  a  piece  of  cnieltv  which, 
With  God's  afnftance,  Ihe  fhould  never  fuffer'to  be  in- 
fli6ted  on  her  oNvn  iflue;  and  wafhing  her  hands  of  the 
melancholy  confequence  that  would  certainly  enfue, 
ftiut  herielf  up  in  her  clofet,  to  indulge  her  forrow  and 
vexation.  She  was  deceived,  hov/ever,  in  her  prognof- 
^  tick  j  the  boy,  inftead  of  declming  in  point  of  health, 
feemed  to  acquire  frelh  vigour  from  eveiy  plunge,  as  i£ 
he  had  been  refolved  to  difcredit  the  wiiHom  and  fore- 
fight  of  his  aunt,  who,  in  all  probabilit}-,  could  never 
forgive  him  for  this  want  of*  reverence  and  rerpe6l. 
This  conie6lure  is  founded  upon  her  behaviour  to  him  in 
the  fequel  of  his  infancy,  during  which  Ihe  was  known 
to  torture  him  more  than  once,  when  flie  had  opportu- 
-nities  of  thiiifting  pins  into  his  flefh,  without  any  dan- 
ger of  being  deteaed.     In  a  word,  her  affeclicns  vver« 
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in  a  little  time  altogether  alienated  from  this  hope  of 
her  family,  whom  fhe  abandoned  to  the  conduft  of  his 
mother,  whofe  province  it  vmdoubtedly  was  to  manage 
the  nurture  of  her  own  child ;  while  ilie  herfelf  relum- 
ed her  operations  upon  the  comm^odore,  whom  fhe  was 
refoived  at  any  rate  to  captivate  and  enfiave.  And  it 
muft  '.e  owned,  that  Mrs.  Grizzle's  knowledge  of  the 
human  heart  never  flione  io  confpicuous  as  in  the  me- 
thods Ihe  puriued  for  the  accomplifhment  of  this  im- 
portant aim. 

Through  the  rough  unpolifhed  hulk  that  cafed  the 
foul  of  Trunniori,  fne  could  eafdy  diitinguifn  a  large 
Tnare  of  that  vanity  and  felf-conceit  that  generally  pre- 
dominate even  in  the  moft  favage  brealt  j  and  to  this 
iiie  conitantiy  appealed.  In  his  prefence  fhe  always 
exclaimed  agamft  the  craft  and  diflioneft  difiimulation 
of  the  v/orld  ;  and  never  failed  of  uttering  particular  in- 
ve6lives,againfL  thofe  arts  of  chicanery,  in  which  the 
lawyers  are  fo  converfant  to  the  prejiidice  and  i-uin  of* 
their  fellow-creatures :  obferving,  that  in  a  fea-faring 
life,  fo  far  as  fhe  had  opportunities  of  judging  or  being 
ii.foiTaed,  there  was  nothing  but  friendfhip,  fmcerity, 
and  a  hearty  ccnrem.pt  for  eveiy  thing  that  was  mean 
or  feififh. 

This  kind  of  converfation,  with  the  affiitance  of  cer- 
tain particular  civititiec;,  inlenfibly  miade  an  imprefHon 
0)i  the  mind  of  the  com.modore ;  and  that  the  more  ef- 
fc(ilual,  as  his  former  prepoffeilions  were  built  upon 
very  flender  foundations ;  his  antipathy  to  old  m.aids, 
which  he  had  conceived  upon  hearfay,  began  gradually 
tj  diminifh,  when  he  fomid  they  v/ere  not  quite  fuch 
infenial  animals  as  they  had  been  reprefented ,  and  it 
was  not  long  before  he  was  heard  to  obferve.  at  the 
club,  that  Pickle's  filler  had  not  fo  much  of  the  core  of 
bitch  in  her  as  he  had  imagined.  This  negative  com- 
j|>liment,  b^'  the  medium  of  her  brother,  loon  reached 
the  ears  oi  ivl.s.  Grizzle,  who,  thus  -encom-aged,  re- 
doubled all  hex  iW^*  ^W^  atter*tion  j  fo  that  in  kfs  than 
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tiiree  months  after,  he  in  the  fame  place  diftingniihed 
her  with  the  epithet  of  a  damned  fenlible  jade. 

Hatchway  taking  the  alarm  at  this  declai-ation,  which 
he  feared  foreboded  fomething  fatal  to  his  intereft,  told 
his  commander  with  a  fneer,  that  The  h?-d  fenfe  enoiigh 
to  bring  him  to,  under  her  ilern  j  and  he  did  not  doubt 
but  fijch  an  old  crazy  veffel  would  be  the  better  for  be- 
ing taken  in  tow.  *  But  howfomever,'  added  this  arch 
advifer,  *  I'd  have  you  take  care  of  your  iipper  works  ^ 
for  if  once  you  are  made  fall  to  her  poop,  agad !  flie'll 
fpank  it  away,  and  m^ke  even.-  beam  in  your  body 
crack  with  draining.'  Oar  flie-projetlor's  whole  plan 
had  like  to  have  been  ruined  by  the  ette6l  which  this 
malicious  hint  had  upon  Tnmnlon,  whofe  rage  and 
fufpiclon  being  wakened  at  once,  his  colour  changed 
from  tawny  to  a  cadaverous  pale,  and  then  fliifting  to 
a  deep  and  dufky  red,  fuch  as  we  fometimes  obferve  in 
the  Iky  when  it  is  replete  v/ith  thunder,  he,  after  his 
uilial  preamble  of  unmeaning  oaths,  anfwered  in  thefe 
words :  *  D — n  ye,  you  jury-legged  dog,  you  would 
give  all  the  ftowage  in  your  hold  to  be  as  found  as  I 
am  ;  and  as  for  being  taken  in  tow,  d'ye  fee,  I  am  not 
fo  difabled  b\it  that  I  can  lie  my  courfe,  and  perform 
my  voyage  without  any  afiill:ance ;  and,  agad !  no  man 
£!iall  ever  fee  Hawfer  Trunnion  lagging  a-ftern  in  th» 
wake  of  e'er  a  bitch  in  Chriftendom.' 

Mrs.  Grizzle,  v/ho  ever)'  morning  interrogated  her 
brother  with  regard  to  the  fubjefl  of  his  night's  con- 
verfation  v/ith  his  friends,  foon  received  the  unwelcome 
nev/3  of  the  commodore's  averiion  to  m.atrimony  j  and 
jultiy  imputing  the  greateft  part  of  his  difguft  to  the 
£atirical  infmuations  of  Mr.  Hatchway,  refolved  to  le- 
vel this  obftruftion  to  her  fticcefs,  and  aftuaiiy  found 
means  to  intereft  him  in  her  fcliem.e.  She  had,  indeed, 
on  fome  occafions,  a  particular  knack  at  miaking  con- 
verts, being  probably  not  imacquainttd  with  that  grand 
fyftem  of  perfualion,  which  is  adopted  by  the  greateil 
peribnages  of  the  age,  as  fraught  with  maxims  much 
more  effe6lual  than  all  the  eloquence  of  Tully  or  De- 
D  2  moSheaesa 
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mofthenes,  even  when  fupported  bv  the  demonftration? 
of  tmth:  befides,  Mr.  Hatchway's  fidelity  xo  his  new 
ally  was  confirmed,  by  his  forefeeing  in  his  captain's 
ni?a-riage  an  infi-ite  fund  of  gratification  for  his  ov.tx 
C}-nica}  diipoiitiou.  Thus,  therefore,  converted  and 
properly  cautioned,  he,  for  the  futin-e,  fupprefied  all 
the  virule-ice  of  his  wit  againft  the  matrimcnial  itate; 
and  as  he  knew  not  how  to  open  his  mouth  in  the  po- 
fjtive  praile  of  any  peribn  whatever,  took  all  cpiKirtii- 
iiities  of  excepting-  Mrs.  Grizzle  by  name,  from  the 
cenfures  he  liberally  beltowed  upon  the  reft  of  her  lex. 
'  She  is  not  a  diainkard,  like  NanCaftickof  Deptford,' 
he  would  fay;  *  nor  a  nincompoop,  like  Peg  Simper  of 
Woolwich ;  not  a  brimftone,  like  Coddle  of  Cilatham ; 
nor  a  fiirew,  like  Nell  Griflinon  the  Point  Portfmouth;^ 
(ladies  to  \vhom,  at  difierent  times,  they  had  both  paid 
their  addreiTesj)  «  but  a  tight,  good-humoured,  fenfi- 
ble  wench,  who  knows  very  well  how  to  box  her  ccm- 
pafs  j  well  trim.raed  aloft,  and  well  fheathed  alow,  with 
a  good  cargo  under  her  hatches.'  The  commodore  at 
fint  imxagined  this  commendation  was  ironical,  but  hear- 
ing it  repeated  again  and  again,  was  filled  with  alto:^ 
nifnment  at  this  furprizing  change  in  the  lieutenant's 
behaviour ;  and  after  a  long  fit  of  mufing,  concluded 
tha-:  Hatchway  liimfelf  harboured  a  m.atrimonial  defio-n- 
on  the  pcrfon  of  Mrs.  Grizzle. 

Pltaicd  with  this  conjecture,  he  rallied  Jack  in  hi$ 
turn,  and  one  night  toafted  her  health  as  a  complim.ent 
to  his  palTion;  a  circum.ftance  which  the  lady  learned 
next  day  by  the  ufusl  canal  of  her  intelligence",  and  in,' 
terpretmg  as  the  refiilt  of  his  own  tenderaefs  for  her/, 
ihe  cong;  atulated  herfelf  upon  the  vidtorv  flie  hrd  ob- 
tained ;  and  thinking  it  unneceffaiT  to  coniinue  the  re- 
ferve  ihe  had  hitherto  indultrioufly  affeaed,  relblved 
frpm  that  day  to  fweeten  her  behaviour  towards  him 
v.'ith  fuch  a  diih  of  affeftien,  as  could  not  fail  to  per- 
fuade  hmi  that  he  had  infpired  her  with  a  reciprocal 
flame.  In  confequence  of  this  determ.ination,  he  was- 
invited  to  dbmeri  and,  while  he  ftaid,  treated  with 
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fuch  cloying  proofs  of  her  regard,  that  rot  only  the  reft 
of  the  company,  but  even  Tiiinnion  himielf,  perceiv- 
ed her  drift  J  and  taking  the  alarm  accordingly,  could 
not  help  exclaiming,  *  Oho !  I  fee  hov^^  the  land  lies  ; 
and  if  I  don't  weather  the  point,  I'll  be  d — 'd  !'  Hav- 
ing thus  exprefied  himfelf  to  his  afflicled  inamorato, 
he  made  the  bed  of  his  way  to  the  garrifon,  in  which 
he  fliut  himfelf  up  for  the  Ipace  of  ten  days,  and  had 
no  communication  with  his  friends  and  domefticks  but 
by  looks,  which  were  moil  fignificantly  pi6liu'efque. 

CHAP.  VII. 
Dl-vers  Stratagems  are  in-uented  and  put  in  Praciice  In 
order  to  o-jerco?ne  the  Objiinacy  of  'Trunnion,  '^ojLo  at 
length  is  teazed  and  tortured  into  the  Noofe  ofV/ed- 
lock. 
npHIS  abnipt  departure,  ajid  unkind  declaration,  af- 
-*■  fe61ed  Mrs.  Grizzle  fo  much,  that  /lie  fell  fick  of 
forrow  and  mortification:  and  after  having  confined 
herfelf  to  her  bed  for  three  days,  fent  for  her  brother, 
told  him  ilie  perceived  her  end  dravving  near,  and  de- 
fired  that  a  lawyer  might  be  brought,  in  order  to  write 
her  laft  will,  Mr.  Pickle,  furprized  at  her  demand, 
began  to  a6l  the  part  of  a  comforter,  aiTiu-ing  her,  that 
her  diifemper  was  not  at  all  dangerous,  and  that  he 
would  inllantly  fend  for  a  phyfician,  vv^ho  would  con- 
vince her  that  flie  v/as  in  no  manner  ot  jeopardy;  fo 
that  there  was  no  occafio)i  at  prefent  to  employ  any  of- 
ficious attorney  in  fuch  a  melancholy  talk.  Indeed, 
this  affcftionate  brother  was  of  opinion,  that  a  will  was 
altogether  fuperfluous  at  any  rate,  as  he  himfelf  was 
heir  at  law  to  his  filter's  whole  real  and  perfonal  eftate. 
But  Hie  infilled  upon  his  com.pliance  with  fuch  deter- 
mined obftlnacy,  that  he  could  no  longer  refift  her  im- 
portunities ;  and  a  fcrivener  aiTlving,  Ihe  dictated  and 
executed  her  will ;  in  which  Ihe  bequeathed  to  Com- 
modore Trunnion  one  thoufand  pounds,  to  purchaie  a 
mo\irning  ring,  which  fiie  hoped  he  would  wear  as  a 
pledge  of  her  friendfliip  and  a[fe6licn.  Her  brother, 
though  h?  di^  jiot  much  relilh^  this  teftimony  of  her 
P  3  love, 
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love,  iievertheleis,  that  fame  evening,  gave  an  account 
of  this  particular  to  Mr.  Hatchway,  who  was  alfo,  as 
Mr.  Pickle  afTured  him,  generoufly  reniembered  by  the 
teftatrix. 

Tlie  lieutenant,  fraught  with  this  piece  of  intelli- 
gence, watched  for  an  opportunity}  and  as  foon  as  he 
perceived  the  commodore^s  featiires  a  little  unbended 
from  that  ferocious  contraftion  they  had  retained  fo 
long,  ventured  to  inform  him,  that  Pickle- s  fifter  lay  at 
the  point  of  death,  and  that  fhe  had  left  him  a  thoufand 
pounds  in  her  will.     This  piece  of  news  overwhelmed 
him  with  confufion ;  and  Mr.  Hatchway  imputing  his 
filence  to  remorfe,  refolved  to  take  advantage  of  that 
favourable  moment,  and  counfelled  him  to  go  and  vifit 
the  poor  young  woman,  who  was  dying  for  love  of 
iiim.     But  his  admonition  happened  to  be  fcm-ewhat 
inifeafonable ;  for  Trunnion  no  Iboner  heard  him  men- 
tion the  caufe  of  her  difcrder,  than  his  morofity  recur- 
ring, he  burft  out  into  a  violent  fit  of  curfnig,  and 
forthwith  betook  himfelf  again  to  his  hammock,  wliere 
he  lay  uttering,  in  a  low  growling  tone  of  voice,  «  re- 
petition of  oaths  and  imprecations,  for  the  fpace  of  four 
and  twenty  hours,  witliout  ceafmg.     This  was  a  deli- 
cious meal  to  the  lieutenant ;  vs^ho,  eager  to  inhance  the 
pleafure  of  the  entertainment,  and  at  the  fame  time  con- 
duce to  the  fuccefs  of  the  caufe  he  had  efpoufed,  in- 
vented a  ftratagera,  the  execution  of  which  had  all  the 
effeft  he  could  defire.     He  prevailed  upon  Pipes,  who 
was  devoted  to  his  fervice,  to  get  upon  the  top  of  the 
chimney  ■  elonging  to  the  commodore's  chamber,  at 
midnight,  and  to  lov/er  down  by  a  rope  a  bunch  of 
blinking  whitings,  which  being  performed,  he  put  a 
fpeaking-tmmpet  to  his  mouth,  and  hollowed  dcw]i  the 
vent,  in  a  voice  like  a  thunder,  <  Trunnion !  Trunnion ! 
turnout  and  be  fpliced,  or  lie  ftill  and  be  damned!* 
This  dreadf\il  note,  the  terror  of  which  was  increafed 
by  the  filence  and  darknefs  of  the  night,  as  well  as  the 
echo  of  the  paffage  thi'ough  which  it  was  conveyed,  no 
iboner  reached  the  ears  of  the  aftoniihed  commpdore, 

than 
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than  turning  his  eye  towards  the  pbxe  fi*om  Vv^ience 
this  Iblemn  acldrels  feemed  to  proceed,  lie  beheld  a  glit- 
tering object  that  vaniflied  in  an  inftant.  Jnft  as  his 
fuperftitious  fear  had  improved  the  apparition  into 
fonie  iupernatvii-ai  meflenger  cloathed  in  fhining  array, 
his  opinion  was  coniirmed  by  a  iiidden  cxploficn,  which 
he  took  for  thunder,  though  it  was  no  other  than  tlie 
noife  of  a  piftol  fired  down  tlie  ciiimney  by  the  boat- 
fwain's  mate,  according  to  the  inltruclions  he  had  re- 
ceived ;  and  he  had  time  enop.gh  to  defcend  before  he 
was  in  any  danger  of  being  detected  by  liis  comman- 
der, v/ho  could  not  for  a  whole  hour  recolle6t  hirafelf 
from  the  amazem.ent  and  confttrnaticn  which  had  over- 
powered his  faculties. 

At  length,  however,  he  got  up  and  mng  his  bell 
with  great  agitation.  He  repeated  the  furamcns  more 
than  once ;  but  na  regard  being  paid  to  this  alani^,  hi^ 
dread  returned  with  double  terror,  a  cold  fweat  bedew- 
ed his  limbs,  his  knees  knocked  together,  his  hair 
briftled  up,  and  the  remains  of  his  teeth  Vv-ere  fnattered 
to  pieces  in  the  c-onvuliive  vibrations  cf  his  jaws. 

In  the  midft  of  this  agony,  he  made  one  defperate 
effort,  and  b\n-fting  open  the  door  of  his  apartment, 
bolted  into  Hatchway's  chamber,  which  happened  to 
be  on  the  fam.e  floor.  There  he  foimd  the  lieutenant 
in  a  counterfeit  fv/oon  5  who  pretended  to  v/ake  fioni 
his  trance  in  an  ejaculation  of  '  Lord  have  mercy  upon 
us  P  And  being  queftioned  by  the  teiTified  coninic- 
dore  with  regard  to  what  had  happened,  affured  him  he 
had  heard  the  fame  voice  and  clap  of  thunder  by  v/nich 
Tiimnion  him.felf  had  been  difcom.pokd . 

Pipes,  whofe  turn  it  was  to  watch,  ccncm-red  in  giv- 
ing evidence  to  the  k.me  purpofe  5  and  the  ccmniQidcre 
not  only  ov/ned  that  he  had  heard  the  voice,  but  like- 
wife  communicated  his  vifion,  with  ail  the  aggiTiVatioii 
which  his  diilurbed  fancy  iuggefted. 

A  coniultaticn  imm.e'diately  enfued,  in  vvhich  Mr. 
Hatchway  veiy  gravely  obferved,  that  the  finger  of  God 
was  plainly  perceivable  m  thole  fignals  j  aiid  that  it 

would 
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would  be  both  fmfiil  and  foolifli  to  difregard  his  com- 
mands ;  erpecially  as  the  match  propcfed  was,  in  all 
refpefts,  more  advantageous  than  any  that  one  of  his 
years  and  infirmities  could  reafonabiy  expecl ;  declar- 
ing, that  for  his  ONvn  part  h^  would  not  endanger  his 
foul  and  body  by  living  one  day  longer  under  the  fame 
roof  with  a  man  who  defpiied  tiie  holy  will  of  Heaven  j 
an:l  Tom  Pipes  adhered  to  the  fame  pious  refblutlon. 

Trunnion's  perfeverance  could  not  refift  the  number 
and  diverfity  of  confiderations  that  affaulted  it;  he  re- 
volved in  filence  all  the  oppofite  motives  that  occurred 
to  his  refiecliou ;  and  after  having  been,  to  all  appear- 
ance, bewildered  in  the  labyrinth  of  his  own  thoughts, 
he  wiped  the  fweat  from  his  forehead,  and  heaving  a 
piteous  groan,  yielded  to  their  remonftrances  in  thefe 
words :  *  Well,  fmce  it  rnuft  be  fo,  I  think  we  muft 
e'n  grapple ;  but  d — n  my  e5^es  !  'tis  a  d — n'd  hard 
cafe  that  a  fellow  of  my  years  fhould  be  compelled, 
d''ye  fee,  to  beat  up  to  windward  all  the  reft  of  my  life, 
againft  the  current  of  his  own  inclination.' 

This  important  article  being  difcuffed,  Mr.  Hatch- 
v^-ay  fet  out  in  the  morning  to  vifit  the  defpairlng  lliep- 
herdefs,  and  v/as  handfomely  rewarded  for  the  enliv- 
ening tidings  with  which  he  blefled  her  ears.  Sick  as 
flie  vv^as,  fhe  could  not  help  laughing  heartily  at  the 
conti'ivance,  in  confequence  of  which  her  fwain's  afient 
had  been  obtained  ;  and  gave  the  lieute)iant  teji  guineas 
for  Tom  Pipes,  in  conllderation  of  the  part  h:;  afVed  in 
the  farce. 

In  the  afterr.oon  the  commodore  fuffered  himfeif  to 
be  conveyed  to  her  apartment,  like  a  felon  to  execution, 
and  was  received  by  her  in  a  languifhing  manner  and 
genteel  diiliabille,  accompanied  by  her  fiiler-in-law  j 
who  was,  for  very  obvious  reafons,  extremely  Iblicitous 
dbout  her  fuccefs.  Though  the  lieutenant  had  tutored 
him  touching  his  behaviour  at  this  ir.ter/iev/,  he  made 
a  thoufand  wry  faces  before  he  could  pronounce  th.e 
fnnple  falutation  of  Ho-rv  d'ye  to  his  miftrefs ;  and  af- 
ter his  counfellor  had  urged  him  with  twenty  or  thirty 
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whlfpers,  to  each  cf  which  he  had  replied  aloud, '  D n 

yoiireyes,  I  won't!'  he  got  up,  and  halting  towards 
the  couch  on  which  Mrs.  Grizzie  reclined  in  a  Rate  of 
ftrange  expeftalicn,  and  feized  her  hand,  and  prelild  it 
to  his  lips  5  but  this  piece  of  gallantry  he  perfcniied  in 
fuch  a  reluftant,  uncouth,  indignant  'manner,  that  th.e 
nymph  had  need  cf  all  her  refoludon  to  endure  the  com- 
plknent  .without  fhrinking ;  and  he  himielf  was  lb  dif- 
concerted  at  what  he  had  done,  that  he  inftantly  retired  to 
the  other  end  of  the  room,  v/here  he  fat  filent,  and  broiled 
with  fhame  and  vexation,  Mrs.  Pickle,  like  a  lenfible 
matron,  quitted  tlie  place,  on  pretence  of  going  to  the 
nurfery ;  and  Mr.  Hatchway  taking  the  hint,  recoliecT:- 
ed  that  he  had  left  his  tobacco-pouch  in  the  parlour, 
whither  he  immediately  delcended,  leaving  the  two 
lovers  to  their  mutual  endeamients,  Nev?r  had  the 
commodore  found  him.illf  m  fuch  a  difagreeable  dilem- 
ma before.  He  fat  in  an  a^ony  of  fuipenle,  as  if  he 
evfiy  mom.ent  dreaded  the  difiblution  of  nahire  5  and 
the  imploring  iighs  of  his  future  bride  added,  it"  pofhJ 
ble,  to  the  pangs  of  his  dillreis.  Impatient  of  his  fitua- 
tion,  he  rolled  his  eye  around  in  quell  of  fcrne  relief, 

and  unkble  to  contain  himfeif,  exclaimed,  <  D- n 

feize  the  fellow  and  his  pouch  too !  I  belle ve  he  has 
iheered  off,  and  left  me  here  in  the  ftays.'  Mrs.  Griz- 
zle, who  could  not  help  taking  fom.e  notice  of  this  rna- 
nifeftation  of  chagrin,  lamented  hermihappy  fate  in  be- 
ing fo  difagreeable  ^to  him  that  he  could  not  put  up 
with  her  company  for  a  fewm.omen*:s  without  repming; 
and  l)egan  in  very,  tender  teims  to  reproach  him  with 
his  inhumanity  and  indifference.  To  this  expoftirla- 
tion  he  replied,  «  Zounds !  what  would  the  \voman 
have  >  Let  the  parfon  do  his  office  when  he  wool,  here 
I  am,  ready  to  be  reeved  in  the  m.atrimonialblockjd'ye 
fee!  and  d— n  all  nonfeniicai  palaver!'  So  fayinsj,  he 
retreated,  leaving  his  milfrefs  not  at  all  difobilged  at 
his  plain-dealing.  That  fame  evening  the  treaty  of 
maiTiage  was  brought  upon  the  carpet  ;"and,  by  mean^ 
of  Mr.  Pickle  and  tiie  lieutenant,  fettled  to  the  fatisfac, 
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tlon  of  all  parties,  without  the  intervention  of  lawyers, 
\vhom  Mr.  Trunnion  exprelsly  exxluded  from  all  fhare 
in  the  bufinefs;  making  that  condition  the  indifpenfible 
preliminary  of  the  v/hole  agreement.  Things  being 
brought  to  this  bearing,  Mrs.  Grizzle's  heart  dilated 
with  joy ;  her  health,  which,  by  the  bye,  was  never 
dangeroufly  imipaired,  fhe  recovered  as  if  by  enchant- 
ment; and  a  day  being  fixed  for  the  nuptials,  employ- 
ed the  ijiort  period  of  her  celibacy  inchufmg  ornaments 
for  the  celebration  of  her  entrance  into  the  married  ftate. 

CHAP.    VIII. 
Preparations  are  made  for  the  Commodore"  s  Wedding, 

ivhuh  is  delayed  by  an  Accident  that  hurried  him  the 

Lord  hiovjs  ^jhither. 
n^HE  fame  of  this  extraordinaiy  conj;m61:ion  fpread 
-*-  all  over  the  county ;  and  on  the  day  appointed  for 
their  efpoufals,  the  church  was  furrounded  with  an  in- 
conceivable multitude.  The  commodore,  to  give  a 
fpecimen  of  his  gallantry,  by  the  advice  of  his  friend 
Hatchway,  refolved  to  appear  on  horfeback  on  the 
grand  occafion,  at  the  head  of  all  his  male  attendants, 
whom  he  had  rigged  with  the  white  fhirts  and  black 
caps  formerly  belonging  to  his  barge's  crew ;  and  he 
bought  a  couple  of  himters  for  the  accommodation  of 
himfelf  and  his  lieutenant.  With  this  equipage  then 
he  let  out  from  the  garrifon  for  the  church,  after  hav- 
ing difpatched  a  meffenger  to  apprize  the  bride  that  he 
and  his  company  were  mounted.  She  got  immediately 
into  the  coach,  accompanied  by  her  brother  and  his 
wife,  and  drove  direflly  to  the  place  of  affignatlon, 
where  feveral  pews  were  demolifhed,  and  divers  perfons 
almoft  prefTed  to  death,  by  the  eagernefs  of  the  ciowd 
that  broke  in  to  fee  the  ceremony  perfomied.  Thus 
arrived  at  the  altar,  and  the  prieft  in  attendance,  they 
v/aited  a  whole  half  hoxir  for  the  commodore,  at  wliofe 
flownefa  they  began  to  be  under  fome  apprehenfion,  and 
accordingly  dlfmifTed  a  fei-vant  to  quicken  his  pace. 
The  valet  having  rode  fomething  m.ore  than  a  mile, 
<fpied  the  wliole  troop  difpofed  in  a  long  field,  croffing 
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Ac  road  obliquely,  and  headed  by  the  bridegroom  and  his 
friend  Hatch\\Tiy,who  finding  himlelf  hindered  by  a  hec  es 
from  proceeding  farther  in  the  fame  direftion,  fired^^a 
pillol,  and  frood  over  to  the  other  iide,  making  an  ob- 
tuie  angle  with  the  line  of  his  foiTner  ccurie  ;  and  the 
reft  of  the  fquadron  followed  his  example,  keeping  al- 
ways in  the  rear  of  each  other,  like  a  flight  of  wild 
geek. 

Surprized  at  this  ftrange  metliod  of  jouraeying,  the 
meflenger  came  up,  and  told  the  commodore  that  his 
lady  and  her  company  expefted  him  in  the  church, 
where  they  had  tarried  a  confiderable  timiC,  and  were 
beginning  to  be  very  uneafy  at  his  delay ;  and  there- 
fore defued  he  would  proceed  with  more  expedition. 
To  this  meiiage  Mc.  Tiimnion  replied,  '  Hai'k  ye,  bro- 
ther, don't  you  fee  we  make  all  poffible  fpeed  ?  Go 
back,  and  tell  thofe  who  lent  you,  that  the  wind  has 
fiiitted  fmce  we  weighed  anchor,  and  that  we  are  oblig- 
ed to  make  very  fiiort  trips  in  tacking,  by  reafonof  the 
naiTownei's  of  tlie  channel ;  and  that  as  we  lie  vvithin 
fix  points  of  the  wind,  they  inxifc  make  fome  allowance 
for  vai'iation  and  lee-vvay.'— <  Lord,  Sir!'  faid  ti^.e  va- 
let, *  what  occaiion  have  you  to  go  zig-zag  in  that 
manner  ?  Do  but  clap  ipurs  to  your  horfes,  and  ride 
ftraight  forward,  and  I'll  engage  3-ou  fliall  be  at  the 
church  porch  in  iefs  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour.' — 
*  What!  right  in  the  wind's  eye?'  arjwered  the  com- 
mander. *  Alley,  brother !  where  did  you  leam  your 
navigation?  Kawfer  Tmnnion  is  not  to  be  taught,  at 
this  timie  of  day,  how  to  lie  his  courle,  or  keep  his  own 
feckoning.^  And  as  for  you,  brother,  you  beft  know 
the  trim  of  your  own  frigate.'  The  courier  fir-ding  he 
had  to  do  with  people  who  would  not  be  eafdy  perfuad- 
ed  out  of  their  ovv'n  opmlons,  returned  to  the  temple, 
and  made  a  report  of  what  he  had  feen  and  heard,  to 
the  no  iinall  confolation  of  the  bride,  who  had  begun 
to  difcover  fome  figns  of  difquiet.  Compofed,  how- 
ever, by  this  piece  of  intelligence,  flie  exerted  her  pa- 
fejence  for  the  fpace  of  another  half  hour,  during  which 
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period  feeing  no  bridegroom  airive,  fhe  was  exceedingljf 
alarmed ;  fo  that  all  the  fpeftators  could  ealily  perceive 
her  perturbation,  which  manifefted  itfelf  In  frequent  pal- 
pitations, heart-nea\*ings,  and  alterations  of  counte- 
nance, in  fpite  of  the  alliftance  of  a  fraelllng-bottle, 
vvhich  flie  incefiantly  applied  to  her  noftrilsi 

Various  were  the  conjectures  of  the  company  on  this 
occafion ;  fome  imagined  he  had  miftaken  the  place  of 
rendezvous,  as  he  had  never  been  at  church  fmce  he  firft 
fettled  in  that  parifh ;  others  believed  he  had  m.et  v/ith 
fome  accident,  in  confequence  of  which  his  attendants 
had  carried  him  back  to  their  own  houfe  ;  and  a  third 
fet,  in  which  the  bride  herfelf  v/as  thought  to  be  com- 
prehended, could  not  help  fvilpefting  that  the  commo- 
dore had  changed  his  mind.  But  all  thefe  fuppofitions, 
ingenious  as  they  were,  happened  to  be  wide  of  the 
true  caufe  that  detained  him,  which  was  no  other  than 
this  :  the  commodore  and  his  crew  had,  by  dint  of  turn- 
ing, alraoif  weathered  the  parfon's  houfe  that  fcood  to 
windward  of  the  cliurch,  when  the  notes  of  a  pack  of 
hounds  unluckily  reached  the  ears  of  the  two  hunters 
w'hich  Trunnion  and  the  lieutenant  beftrode.  Thefe 
fleet  animals  no  fooner  heard  the  enlivening  found,  than 
eager  for  the  chace,  they  fpiimg  away  all  of  a  fudden, 
and  Ibralned  eveiy  nerve  to  partake  of  the  fport,  flew 
acrofs  the  fields  with  incredible  fpeed,  over-leaped 
hedges  and  ditches,  and  every  thing  in  their  way,  with- 
out the  leaft  regard  to  their  unfortunate  riders;  The 
lieutenant,  whofe  fteed  had  got  the  heels  of  the  other, 
finding  it  would  be  great  folly  and  prefumption  in  him 
to  pretend  to  keep  tlie  faddle  with  his  wooden  leg,  veiy 
wllely  took  the  opportunity  of  throwing  himfelf  off  in 
his  pafTage  througji  a  field  of  rich  clover,  among  which 
he  lay  at  his  eafe ;  and  feeing  his  captain  advancing  at 
full  gallop,  hailed  him  with  the  falutation  of  *  What 
chear  ?  ho !'  The  commodore,  who  was  in  infinite  dif-- 
trefs,  eyeing  him  aflcance  as  he  pafled,  replied  with  a 
faultering  voice,  '  O,  d — nyou!  you  are  fafe  at  an- 
chor j  I  v/iih  to  God  I  were  as  faft  moored.'     Never- 

theleis. 
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tlielefs,  confcious  of  his  dilabied  heel,  he  would  not 
Venture  to  tiy  the  experhnent  v/hicii  had  fucceeded  £0 
well  with  Hatchv.-ay,  but  relblved  to  Itick  as  cloie  as 
poflibled  to  his  horle's  back,  until  Providence  fnorld 
interpoie  in  his  behalf.  With  this  view  he  dropped 
his  whip,  and  with  his  right  hand  laid  fafc  hold  on  the 
pummef,  contra6ling  evciy  mulcle  in  his  body  to  feciue 
himfelf  in  his  feat,  and  gi'inning  moll  fonnidably,  in 
confequence  of  this  exertion.  In  this  atritude  he  v/as 
liuiTied  on  a  confiderable  way,  v/hen  all  on  a  fudden  his 
view  was  comforted  by  a  five-bar  gate  that  appeared 
before  hira,  as  he  never  doubted  that  there  the  career  of 
his  hunter  muft  neceffarily  end.  But,  alas !  he  reck- 
oned without  his  hoft;  far  from  halting  at  this  obftnic- 
tion,  the  horie  fpiimg  over  it  with  amazing  agility,  to 
the  utter  confufion  and  diforder  of  his  owTier,  who  loft 
his  hat  and  pc;riwig  in  the  leap,  and  now  began  to  tliink 
in  good  eaiT.eft,  that  he  was  aclually  mounted  on  the 
back  of  the  devil.  He  recommended  himfelf  to  God, 
his  reflexion  forfcok  him,  his  e^^e-light  and  all  his  other 
fenfes  failed,  he  quitted  the  reins,  and  faftening  by  in- 
ftin61:  on  the  mane,  was  in  this  condition  conveyed  into 
the  midft  of  the  fportiinen,  who  v/eie  aftoriiilied  at  the 
iight  of  iuch  an  apparition.  Neither  v/as  their  iurprize 
to  be  wondered  at,  if  v.-e  refle6i:  on  the  figure  that  pre- 
fented  itfelf  to  their  view.  Tlie  commodore's  perfon 
was  at  all  times  an  objeft  of  HJuniratlcn  j  much  more 
fo  on  this  occafion,  when  ever}-  nh^lai-ity  was  aggra- 
vated by  the  circumftances  of  his  dreis  and  difafter. 

He  had  put  on  in  honour  of  his  ntiptials  his  beft  coat 
of  blue  broad- cloth,  cut  by  a  taylor  of  Ramfgate,  and. 
trimmed  with  five  dozen  of  brafs  biittons  large  and 
Imall ;  his  breeches  were  of  the  fame  piece,  faftened  at 
the  knees  with  large  bi-nches  of  tape ;  his  waiftcoat 
was  of  red  plufh  lapeiled  with  green  velvet,  and  gar- 
nifhed  with  vellum  holes  j  his  boots  bore  an  infinite  re- 
fembiance  both  in  colour  and  (liape  to  a  pair  of  leather 
buckets  i  his  fhoulder  was  graced  with  a  broad  buff  belt, 
from  v/p.ence  depended  a  hug-  hanger  with  a  hilt  like 

Vol.  I.  B  tiiat 
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that  of  a  backfwcid  j  and  on  each  lide  of  his  pimTinel 
appeared  a  iiaily  piftol  lamrned  in  a  cafe  covered  with  a 
bear-lkin.  The  lofs  of  his  tie-periwig  and  laced  Iiat, 
which  were  ciiriofitles  of  the  kind,  did  not  at  all  contri- 
bute to  the  improvement  of  the  pifture,  but  on  the  cor- 
traiy,  by  exhibiting  his  bald  pate,  and  the  natural  e?;- 
tenlion  of  his  knthcm-jaws,  added  to  the  peculia.ritf 
and  exti'avagance  of  the  wliole.  Such  a  fpeftacle  couli 
not  have  failed  of  diverting  the  wliole  company  {rora. 
the  chace^  had  his  horfe  thought  proper  to  puriue  a  dif- 
ferent route,  but  the  beall  was  too  keen  a  fporter  ta 
chufe  any  other  way  than  that  which  the  ftag  followed; 
and  therefore,  without  flopping  to  gratify  the  curioili^ 
of  the  fpeclators,  he  in  a  few  minutes  outftripped  eveiy 
hunter  in  the  field.  There  being  a  deep  hollo Vv^  way 
betvv^ixt  him  and  the  hounds,  ramer  than  ride  round 
about  the  length  of  a  furlong  to  a  path  that  crolTed  the 
lane,  he  tranfported  himi'elf  at  one  jump,  to  the  un~ 
fpeakable  aftoniiliment  and  terror  of  a  waggoner  who 
chanced  to  be  underneath,  and  law  this  phasnomencaa 
fly  over  his  carriage.  This  was  not  the  ciily  adveiitui^ 
he  atchieved.  The  flag  having  taken  a  deep  river  tha£ 
lay  in  his  w-ay,  eveiy  man  direfted  his  courfe  to  a 
bridge  in  the  neighbourhood  j  but  om-  bridegroom^s 
ccurier  defpillngall  fuch  ccnveriiences,  plunged  into  tlie 
ftream  without  hefitation,  and  fv/am  m  a  twinkling  {x> 
the  oppofite  fhore.  This  Hidden  immerlion  into  an  eie- 
rneut  of  which  Tr^nmon  v/as  properly  a  native,  in  -dli 
probability  helped  to  reciiut  the  exhaufted  fpirits  of  hi'S^ 
a  ider,  who  at  his  landing  on  the  other  fide  gave  i'oms 
toicens  of  fenfation,  bv  hoUooing  aloud  for  afiiitance, 
which  he  could  not  pofTibiy  receive,  becaufe  his  horte 
fciil  maintained  the  advantage  he  had  gained,  and  would 
not  allow  himfelf  to  be  overtaken. 

In  fliort,  after  a  long  chace  that  lafted  feveral  hours, 
and  extended  to  a  dozen  miles  at  leaft,  he  was  the  firlt 
in  at  the  death  of  the  deer,  being  feconded  by  the  lieu- 
tenant's gelding,  which,  a61:uated  by  the  fame  Ipirit, 
had,  without  a  rider,  followed  his  companion'"*  example. 

Our 
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Our  bridegroom  finding  hlmft-lf  at  lafi-  hrcught  ud, 
or,  in  other  words,  at  the  end  of  his  career,  took  the 
oppo:tunit>'  of  this  firil  pauie  to  delire  the  huntfrnen 
would  lend  Jiim  a  han  1  in  dilJTioiinting ;  and  was  by 
tfieir  condeiccnfion  fafdy  placed  on  the  grafs,  where  lie 
iat  liaring  at  the  company  as  they  came^  in,  with  fiich 
■wiidnefs  of  aftonifjiment  in  his  looks,  as  if  he  had  been 
2.  creature  of  another  fpecies,  dropped  amono-  them 
from  the  clouds.  ^ 

Before  they  had  flefjied  the  hounds,  however,  he  re- 
colkaed  himfelf,  and  feeing  one  of  the  iportfrncn  take 
a  fmall  ilafk  cut  of  his  pocket  and  apply  it  to  his  mouth, 
jadged  the  cordial  to  be  no  other  than  neat  Coniac, 
^nich  it  really  was  ;  and  exprefling  a  defire  of  partici- 
pation, was  immediately  accommodated  with  a  mode- 
rate dole,  which  pei-feftly  compleated  his  recovery. 

By  this  time  he  and  his  two  horfes  had  engrolTed  the 
attention  of  the  whole  crowd :  while  fome  admired  the 
elegant  proportion  and  uncom.mon  fpiritof  thetwo  ani- 
mals, the  reft  contemplated  the  furprizing  appearance 
of  their  m.after,  whom  before  they  had  only  feen  e7i  paf- 
Ja:it ;  and  at  length,  one  of  the  gentlemen  accofting  him 
Teiy  courteouny,  iignified  his  Vv^cnder  at  feeing  him  in 
fiich  an  equipage,  and  afked  if  he  had  not  dropped  his 
companion  by  the  way.  «  Why,  look  ye,  brother,'  re- 
plied the  commodore,  «  mayhap  you  think  me  an  odd 
fcrt  of  a  fellow,  feeing  me  in  this  trim.,  efpecially  as  I 
W  loft  part  of  my  rigging;  but  this  here  is  the  cafe, 
o'ye  fee  :  I  weighed  anchor  from  m.y  o-ati  houfe  t'ns 
moniingatten  A.  M.  v/ith  fair  v/eather,  and  a  favour- 
able breeze  at  S.  S.  E.  being  bound  to  next  church  on 
thevo^-age  of  matrimony:  but  howfom.ever,  we  had 
not  run  down  a  qu3iter  of  a  league,  when  the  wind 
fruiting,  biowed  direaiy  in  our  teeth ;  fo  that  we  were 
forced  to  tack  all  the  w'ay,  d'ye  fee,  and  had  almoft  beat 
vp  withm  lig!it  of  the  port,  when  thefe  fons  of  bitches 
ot  hones  which  I  had  bo"c;ht  hvt  two  days  before, 
(for  my  own  part,  I  believe  they  are  devils  mcaraate) 
iuited  round  in  a  trice,  and  then  refafing  the  helm, 
E  a  di'ove 
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drove  away  like  lightning  with  me  and  ray  lieutenant, 
who  icon  came  to  an  anchor  in  an  excellent  good  birth. 
As  for  my  own  part,  I  have  been  carried  over  rocks, 
and  flats,  and  quickljuids ;  among  which  I  have  pitch- 
ed av/ay  a  ipeclsl  good  tie-periwig  and  an  iron-bound 
hat  j  arid  at  iait,  thank  God  1  am  got  into  fmooth  wa- 
ter and  fare  riding:  but  if  ever  I  venture  my  carcaie 
\ipcn  fuch  a  harc'um-fcarc'um  blood  of  a  bitch  agahia 
my  name  is  not  Hawfer  Tmnnlon,  d — n  rny  eyes!' 

One  of  the  company,  ilruck  v/hh  this  name,  wiiicli 
he  had  often  heard,  immediately  laid  hold  on  his  de- 
cIar?»tion  at  the  dole  of  this  fmgular  account ;  and  ob- 
ferving  that  his  hcrfes  were  very  vicious,  alked  how  he 
intended  to  return,  *  As  for  that  matter,'  replied  ^yI^. 
Tmimion,  -'  I  am  refolved  to  hire  a  fledge,  or  waggon, 
or  fuch  a  thing  as  a  jack-afs ;  for  I'll  be  d — n'd  if  ever 
I  crofs  the  back  of  a  horfe  again.'—*  And  what  do  you 
propofe  to  do  with  thefe  creatures  r'  faid  the  other, 
pointing  to  the  hunters,  *  they  feem  to  have  fome  met- 
tle; but  then  they  are  mere  colts,  and  will  take  the  de- 
vil and  all  of  breaking.  Methinks  this  hinder  one  is 
flioidder-flipped.' — '  t) — n  them!'  cried  the  commo- 
dore, '  I  v/ifli  both  their  necks  were  broke,  thof  the 
two  cofl  m.e  forty  good  yellov/-boys.' — '  Forty  gui- 
neas!' exclaimed  the  ftranger,  v/ho  was  a  fquire  and  a 
jockey,  as  well  as  owner  of  the  pack ;  *  Lord !  Lord ! 
how  a  man  may  be  impofed  upon !  Why,  thefe  cattle 
are  clumfy  enough  to  go  to  plough ;  mmd  what  a  flat 
counter  j  do  but  obferver  hov/  fharp  this  here  one  is  in 
the  withers:  then  he's  flred  in  the  farther  fetlock.'  In 
fl;ort,  this  connoifll-ur  in  horfe -flcih,  having  difcovered 
in  them  all  the  defeJls  which  can  pofliblv  be  found  in 
that  ipecles  of  animals,  offered  to  give  him  ten  guineas 
for  the  two,  faying,  h&  would  convert  them  into  beafts 
of  burden.  The  owner,  wlio  (after  what  had  happen- 
ed) was  very  v/ell  diipofed  to  liften  to  any  thing  that 
was  faid  to  their  prejudice,  implicitly  believed  the  f.nath 
of  the  fti-anger's  aflevemions,  djfcharged  a  furious  voi- 
ley  of  oatlitt  agalnft  the  rtifcal  who  had  taken  ham  in^ 
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2nd  forthwith  ftruck  a  bargfain  with  the  fqulre,  who 
paid  him  inftantly  for  his  oiirchafe ;  in  conlequence  of 
w.'iich  he  won  the  platv:  at  the  next  Canterbury  races. 

^  This  affair  being  tranra6led  to  the  mutual  fatisfac- 
tion  ot  both  p-'rtits,  as  well  as  to  the  general  entertain- 
ment or  the  company,  who  laughed  in  then-  lleeves  at 
the  dexterity  cr  their  friend,  Tnumion  was  fet  upon 
th- fquire's  own  horle,  and  led  by  his  fei-vant  in  the 
rr.idit  of  this  cavalcade,  which  proceeded  to  a  neigh- 
bouring village,  where  they  had  befpoke  diirner,  and 
where  our  brldegi-oom  found  means  to  provide  himfelf 
widi  a-.cther  hat  and  wig.  With  regard  to  his  mar- 
riaa"e,  he  bore  his  difappointment  with  the  temper  of  a 
philoicpher  J  and  the  exercife  he  had  undergone  havmg 
quickened  his  appetite,  fat  down  at  table  in  the  midft 
ot  his  new  acquaintance,  making-  a  very  heaity  meal, 
and  molllening  eveiy  morfel  with  a  draught  of  the  ale, 
which  he  found  vcr\-  m.uch  to  his  fatisfa6lion. 

CHAP.    IX. 
He  is  found  by  the  Lieut  enaM ;  reconduBed  to  his  (yzvri 
Hoiife ;  married  to  Ms.  Grizzle,  ^tvho  meets  ^uhb  a 

.  fmall  Misfortune  in  the  Night,  and  ajjerts  her  Prero- 

go,thus  next  Morning:  in  Covfeqiience  of  "jjhich  her 

Hujhayid's  Eye  is  endangered. 

"Hl  ;|EANWHILE,  Lieutenant  Hatchv/ay  made  ihift 

to  hobble  to  the  church,  where  he  iriformed  the 

company  of  vv^hat  had  happened  to  the  comm.odore;  and 

the  bride  behaved  with  great  decency  on  the  occralon ; 

for,  as  fcon  as  Ihe  underllcod  the  danger  to  which  her 

iuture  hufband  was  expcfed,  flie  fainted  in  the  arms  of 

her  iiiver-in-law,  to  the  furprize  of  all  the  fpe6lators, 

who  could  not  comprehend  the  caufe  of  her  difcrder^ 

and  when  ihe  was  recovered  by  the  application  of  fmel- 

ling-bottles,  eameftly  begged  that  Mr.  Hatchway  and 

Tom  Pipes  would  take  her  brother's  coach,  and  go  in 

Qy-dt  of  their  commander. 

This  tail-;  they  readily  undertook,  being  efcorted  by 
an  the  rell  of  his  adherents  on  horfeback  5  while  the 
E  3  bride 
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bride   and  her   friends   were   invited  to  the  parfon'W. 
hoiife,  and  the  ceremony  deferred  till  anotlier  occafion. 

The  lieutenant,  fteering  his  courfe  as  Jiear  the  line 
of  direction  in  which  Tmnnion  went  off,  as  the  coach- 
road  would  permit,  got  intelligence  of  his  track  from 
one  fann-houfe  to  another;  for  fuch  an  apparition  could' 
not  fail  of  attracting  particular  notice ;  and  one  of  the 
lioriemen  having  picked  up  his  hat  and  wig  in  a  bye- 
path,  the  whole  troop  entered  the  village  where  he 
lodged  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  When 
they  underitood  he  was  iafely  houfed  at  the  George, 
they  rode  up  to  the  door  in  a  body,  and  exprefled  their 
fatisfa6tion  in  three  cheers ;  which  v/ere '  returned  by 
the  company  within,  as  foon  as  they  were  inftrufted  in 
the  nature  of  the  falute  by  Trunnion,  who  by  this  time 
had  entered  !n^  ail  the  jollity  of  his  new  friends,  and' 
was  indeed  more  than  half  feas  ovs".  The  lieutenant - 
was  introduced  to  ail  prefent  as  his  iworn  brother,  and' 
had  fomething  toifed  up  for  his  dinner,  Tomi  Pipes  and 
the  crew  were  regaled  in  another  room ;  and  a  freili 
pair  of  horfes  being  put  to  the  coach,  about  fix  in  the 
evening  the  comarjodore,  with  all  his  attendants,  de- 
parted for  the  garrifon,  after  having  fhock  hands  with 
even/  individual  in  the  houfe. 

Without  any  farther  accident  he  was  conveyed  in 
fafety  to  hia  own  gate  before  nine,  and  committed  to 
the  care  of  Pipes,  who  carried  him  inftantly  to  his- 
hammock,  while  the  lieutenant  was  driven  away  to  the 
place  where  the  bride  and  her  friends  remained  with 
great  anxiety,  which  vaniflied  v/hen  he  afiured  them 
tliat  his  commodore  was  fafe,  being  iucceeded  by  abuUr 
dance  of  mirth  and  pieafantiy  at  the  account  he  g3.ve 
cf  Trunnion's  adventxu^e. 

Another  day  was  fixed  for  the  nuptials ;  and  in  or- 
der to  baulk  the  curiofity  of  idle  people,  vvhich  had 
given  great  offence,  the  paribn  was  prevailed  upon  to 
perform  the  ceremony  in  the  garrilbn,  v/hich  all  that 
day  was  adorned  v/ith  flags  and  pendants  difplayed, 
^nd  at  night  iliumiiiatcd  by  the  direction  of  Hatclnray, 

v/ho 
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who  alfo  ordered  the  peteraroes  to  be  fired  as  foon  ag 
th^  raarrhge-knot  was  tied.  Neither  were  the  other 
parts  of  the  entertainment  neglected  by  this  ingenious 
contriver,  who  produced  undeniable  proofs  of  his  ele- 
gance and  ait  in  the  wedding  fupper,  which  liad  been 
cornmitted  to  his  management  and  direaion.  This 
geiiial  banquet  was  entirely  compofed  of  fea  difhes;  a 
huge  piilaw,  confitling  of  a  large' piece  of  beef  fliced,  a 
couple  of  fowls,  and  half  a  peck  of  rice,  fmoaked  in 
the  middle  of  the  board :  a  diili  of  haixl  fifh  Iwimmmg 
in  oil,  appeai-ed  at  each  end,  the  fides  being  fumifhed 
witn  a  mefs  of  that  favoury  compofition  known  by  the 
name  of  lob's  com-fe,  and  a  plate  of  falmagundy.  The 
feco)id  courfe  rJifplayed  a  goofc  of  a  monitrous' raagni, 
tude,  flanked  with  two  guinea-hens,  a  pig  barbacued, 
a  hock  of  fait  pork  in  The  midil  of  a  peas-pudding,  a 
leg  of  mutton  roafted  with  potatoes,  and  another  boiled 
with  yams.  The  third  fcivice  was  made  up  of  a  loin 
of  freih  pork  with  apple-fauce,  a  kid  fm.othered  with 
onions,  and  a  ten-apin  baked  in  the  fhell ;  and  laft  of 
all,  a  prodigious  fea-pie  was  prefented,  with  an  infinite 
volume  of  pancakes  and  fritters.  That  eveiy  thing 
might  be  anfwerable  to  the  magnificence  of  this  deli- 
cate fealt,  he  had  provided  vaft  quanties  of  ftrong  beer, 
flip,  rumbo,  and  burnt  brandy,  with  plenty  of  Barba- 
does-water  for  the  ladies;  and  hired  all' the  fiddles 
within  fix  miles,  who  with  the  addition  of  a  dmm,  bag- 
pipe, and  Weifh-harp,  regaled  the  guefts  with  a  m.oft 
melodious  concert. 

The  company,  who  were  not  at  all  exceptious,  feem- 
cd  extremely  well  pleafed  with  eveiy  particular  of  the 
entertainment;  and  the  evening  being  fpent  in  the  moil 
ibciai  manner,  the  bride  was  by  her  filter  conducted  to 
her  apaitment,  where,  however,  a  trifling  circumftance 
had  like  to  have  deftroyed  the  harmony  which  had  been 
liitlierto  maintained. 

I  have  already  obfei-ved,  that  there  was  not  one 
ftanding  bed  within  the  walls ;  therefore,  the  reader 
wiil  not  wonder  that  Mrs.  Tmmiion  v/as  out  of  hu^ 
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T7iour,  when  fhe  found  herfelf  under  the  necefiity  o? l-e- 
ing  confined  with  her  fpoufe  in  a  hammock,  which, 
though  enlarged  with  a  double  portion  of  canvas,  and 
dilated  with  a  yoke  for  the  occaiion,  was  at  beft  but  a 
difagreeable,  not  to  fay  dangerous  fituation.  She  ac- 
cordingly complained  with  feme  warmth  of  this  incon- 
venience, which  flie  imputed  to  difrefpeft,  and  at  firft 
abfolutely  remfed  to  put  up  with  the  expedient:  but 
Mrs.  Pickle  foon  brought  her  to  reafon  and  compli- 
ance, by  obfen'ing,  that  one  night  would  foon  be 
elapfed,  and  next  day  fiie  might  regulate  her  own  oeco- 
nom.y. 

Thus  perfuaded,  fhe  ventured  into  the  vehicle,  and 
was  vifited  by  her  hufband  in  lefs  than  an  hour,  the 
company  being  departed  to  their  own  homes,  p.vA  the 
garrifcn  lef:  to  the  command  of  his  lieiitenant  and  mate. 
But  it  feems  the  hooks  that  fupported  this  f,vhigmg 
couch  were  not  caicidated  for  the  addition  of  v/eight 
v/hich  they  were  now  deftined  to  bear;  and  therefore 
ga.ve  way  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  to  the  no  iinall 
ttrror  of  Mrs.  Trunnion,  v/ho  perceiving  herfelf  fall- 
ing, fcreamed  aloud,  and  by  that  exclamation  brought 
Hatcmvay,  with  a  light,  into  the  chamber.  Though 
file  had  received  no  injury  by  the  fall,  fhe  was  extremely 
difcompofed  and  incenied  at  the  accident,  v/hich  fhe 
even  openly  afcribed  to  the  obftinacy  and  Vv'himiical 
oddity  of  the  comm.odore  in  fjch  petulant  term.s,  as 
evidently  declared  that  fhe  thought  her  great  aim  ac- 
complifiied,  and  her  authority  iecured  againft  all  the 
fliocks  of  fortune.  Indeed,  her  bed-fellow  feemed  to 
be  of  the  fame  opinion,  by  his  tacit  rengnation ;  for  he 
made  no  reply  to  her  iniinuations,  bat  with  a  mofi:  vine- 
gar afpe6l  crawled  out  of  his  nLft,  and  b-took  himfcif 
to  reil  in  another  apartment,  while  his  irritated  fpoule 
difmiiled  the  lieutenant,  and  from  the  wreck  of  the 
liaimTiOck  made  an  occauonal  bed  for  herftlf  on  the 
fioor,  fully  determined  to  provide  better  accommoda- 
tion for  the  next  night's  lodging. 
■   Having  no  inclination  to  fltep,  her  thoughts  dunng 
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tiie  remaining  part  of  the  night  were  engi-oflfed  by  a 
ibiieme  of  refonnation  fas  was  rcfolved  to  execute  In 
the  family  5  and  no  Iboner  did  the  nrit  lark  bid  fahita- 
tion  to  the  morn,  than  liaiting  from  her  hiimble  conch, 
and  huddling  on  her  deaths,  Ihe  faliied  from  her  cham- 
ber, explored  her  way  tlu-ongh  paths  before  unknown, 
and  in  the  coixrle  of  her  refearches  perceived  a  large 
bell,  to  which  flie  made  ftich  eiteftuai  application  a» 
alarmed  ever\'  ford  in  the  family.  In  a  moment  fhe 
was  furrounded  by  Hatchway,  Pipes,  and  all  the  reft 
of  the  fei-vants  half  dreffed  ;  but  feeing  none  of  the  fe- 
minme  gender  appear,  fhe  began  to  ftonn  at  the  floth 
and  lazinefs  of  the  maids,  who,  Ihe  obferyed,  ought  to 
have  been  at  work  an  hour  at  leail  before  Ihe  called ; 
and  then,  for  the  firft  time,  underftood  that  no  woman 
was  pennitted  to  deep  within  the  walls. 

She  did  not  fail  to  exclaim  againit  this  reg\ilation ; 
and  being  informed  that  the  cook  and  chambermaid 
lodged  in  a  fmall  office-houfe  that  ftood  without  the 
gate,  ordered  the  draw-bridge  to  be  let  down,  and  in 
perfon  beat  up  their  quai'ters,  commanding  them  fDrth- 
with  to  fet  about  fcouring  the  rooms,  v/iiich  had  not 
been  hitherto  kept  in  a  very  decent  condition,  while 
two  men  were  immediately  employed  to  tianfport  the 
bed  on  v/hich  me  uied  to  lie  from'  her  brother's  houfe 
to  her  new  habitation;  fo  that,  in  lefs  than  tv/o  hours, 
the  whole  oeconomy  of  the  garrifon  was  turned  topfy- 
turvy,  and  every  thing  involved  in  tumult  and  noife, 
Trimnion  being  difturbed  and  difeafted  with  the  up- 
roar, turned  out  in  his  fhirt  like  a  maniack,  and  arm- 
ing himfelf  witji  a  cudgel  of  crab-tree,  made  an  irnip- 
tion  into  his  wife's  apartment,  where  perceiving  a  cou- 
pl_e-of  carpenters  at  work,  in  joining  a  bedifead,  he, 
with  many  dreaiifui  oaths  and  opprobrious  inve^ives, 
ordered  them  to  deiift,  fwearhig,^he  would  fuffer  no 
bulk-heads  nor  hurricane-houfes  to  ftand  v/here  he  was 
mafterj  but  finding  his  remontlrances  difregarded  by 
theie  mechanicks,  who  believed  him  to  be  ibrr.e  mad- 
man belonging  to  the  family,  who  had  broke  from  his 

confinement^ 


5?  PEREGRINE    PICKLT. 

«onfiiiement,  he  aflivalted  tliern  both  with  great  fiiry 
and  indignation,  and  was  handled  fo  roughly  in  rhe  en- 
counter, that  in  a  very  fnort  time  he  meaiured  his  length 
on  the  floor,  in  confequence  of  a  blow  that  he  received 
from  a  hairjner,  by  wliich  the  light  of  his  remaining 
eye  was  giievotifiy  endangered. 

Having  thus  reduced  him  to  a  ftate  of  fubjeftion, 
they  refolved  to  fecure  him  with"  cords,  and  were  Equ- 
ally bufy  in  adjufting  his  fetters,  when  he  was  exempt- 
ed from  the  difgi-ace  by  the  accidental  entrance  of  his 
fpoufe,  who  relcued  him  from  the  hands  of  his  adver- 
faries ;  and,  in  the  midft  of  her  condolence,  imputed 
his  misfortune  to  the  inconfiderate  rouglmefs  of  his  own 
difpofition. 

He  breathed  nothing  but  revenge,  and  made  fome  ef- 
forts to  chaftife  the  inlblence  of  tiie  v/orkmen ;  who^  as 
foon  as  they  underftood  his  quality,  afked  forgivenefs 
for  what  they  had  done  with  great  humility,  protefdng 
that  they  did  not  know  he  was  mafter  of  the  houfe. 
But,  far  from  being  fatlsfied  with  this  apology,  he 
groped  about  for  the  bell,  (the  inflammation  of  his  eye 
having  utterly  deprived  him  of  his  fight)  and  the  rope 
being,  by  the  precaution  of  the  delinquents,  conveyed  out 
of  his  reach,  began  to  ftonn  with  incredible  vociferation, 
tike  a  lion  roaring  in  the  toil,  pouring  forth  innumera- 
ble oaths  and  execrations,  and  callmg  by  name  Hatch- 
way and  Pipes,  who  being  v;ithin  hearing,  obe^^ed  the 
extraordinary  fummons,  and  were  ordered  to  put  the 
<;ai-penters  in  irons,  for  having  audacioufly  aflaulted  him 
in  his  own  houfe. 

His  myrmidons  feeing  he  had  been  evil-intreated, 
were  exafperated  at  the  infult  he  had  ftiffered,  which 
they  confidered  as  an  aflPront  upon  the  dignity  of  the 
gairifon ;  the  more  fo,  as  the  mutineers  feemed  to  put 
them.felves  in  a  pofture  of  defence,  and  fet  their  autho- 
rity at  defiance:  thty  therefore  unfneathed  their  cut- 
jafles,  which  they  commonly  Vv-ore  as  badges  of  their 
commiilion  5  and  a  defperate  engagement,  in  all  proba- 
bility, would  have  tnfued,  had  not  the  lady  of  the  caftie 
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interpofed,  and  prevented  the  efFefts  of  their  anlmofitv, 
by  almring  the  liexitenant  that  the  commodore  had  been 
theaggrefiorj  and  that  the  workmen,  finding  themfelves 
attacked  m  liich  an  exti-aordhiary  manner,  by  a  perfon 
whom  tliey  did  not  know,  v/ere  obliged  to  aft  m  their 
own  defence,  by  wiiich  he  had  received  that  unhicky 
conLufion. 

Mr.  Hatchway  no  fooner  learned  the  fentiments  of 
Mrs.  Tmnnion,than  fiieathing  his  indignation,  he  teld 
the  commodore  he  fhould  always  be  ready  to  execute  his 
lawful  commands ;  but  that  he  could  not  m  confcience 
be  conceined  in  oppreffing  poor  people  who  had  been 
guilty  ot  no  offence. 

^  This  unexpected  declaration,  together  with  the  beha- 
viour of  his  wife,  who  Iji  liis  hearing  defired  tlie  car. 
penters  to  refume  their  work,  filled  the  breaft  of  Trur- 
mon  with  rage  and  mortification.     He  pulled  off  his 
woollen  night-cap,  pumir.eiled  his  bare  pate,  beat  the 
floor  akemately  with  his  feet,  fwore  his  people  had  be- 
ti-ayed  him,  and  curfed  himfelf  to  the  lowe'A  pit  of  heli, 
for  having  admitted  fuch  a  cockatrice  into  his  family! 
But  all  thefe   exclamations  did  not  avail;  they  were 
among  the  laft  eflays  of  his  refiftance  to  the  will  of  iiis 
Wife,  whofe  influence  among  his  adherents  had  already 
1  wallowed  up  his  own  j  and  who  now  peremptorily  tolc't 
him,  that  he  m^uft  leave  the  management  of  t  >/er}'  thine- 
within  doors  to  her,  who  underftood  beft  v/hat  was  fo? 
his  honour  and  advantage.    She  then  ordered  a  poultice 
to  be  prepared  for  his  eye,  which  being  applied,  he  W3s 
committed  to  the  care  of  Pipes,  by  vvhom  he  v/as  ltd 
about  the  houfe  like  a  blind  bear  growling  for  prey, 
while  his  induftrious  yoke-fellow  execut^  ever>-  cir- 
qumflance  of  the  plan  fhe  had  projeaedj  fo  that,  wh^n 
lie  recovered  hi§  vijion,  he  was  an  utter  ftranger  in  his 
♦wa  houfe,  ° 
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CHAP.    X. 

The  Commvdore  being  mfo?ne  Cafes  rejlif,  his  Lady  has 
recourfe  lo  ^Artifice  in  the  EJiabliJJjment  of  her  Throne, 
She  exhibits  Syt7ipt07Ks  of  Pregnancy,  to  the  imfpeak^ 
able  joy  of  Trunnion,  ~j:ho  'neverth clefs  is  baulked  in 
his  Expeeraticn, 
npKESE  innovations  were  not  efFe^ed  without  many 
-■■  loud  objeftions  on  his  part;  and  divers  curious 
dialogues  pailed  between  him  and  his  yoke-felic\v,  \yh.o 
rdvvays  came  off  viclorious  from  the  difpute ;  infomuch 
that  his  countenance  gradually  fell;  he  began  to  fup- 
prefs,  and  at  length  entirely  devoured  his  chagrin :  the 
terrors  of  fuperior  authority  were  plainly  perceivable  ia 
his  feattires,  :*nA  In  lefs  than  three  months  he  became  a 
thorough  paced  hufband.  Not  that  his  cbftinacy  v/as 
extlnguifned,  though  overcome ;  in  fbme  things  he  was 
as  Inflexible  and  rnnlifh  as  ever,  but  then  he  durft  not 
kick  ic  openly,  and  was  reduced  to  the  necefnty  of  be- 
ing paffive  In  his  refentments.  Mrs.  Tmrjiion,  for 
example,  propofed  that  a  coach  and  iix  fho\iid  be  p\ir- 
chaled,  as  fhe  could  not  ride  on  horfeback,  and  the 
cliaife  was  a  fcandalous  carriage  for  a  perfon  of  her  con- 
dition ;  the  commodore,  confcIoTis  of  his  own  Inferior 
capacity  In  point  of  reafoning,  did  not  think  proper  to 
dispute  the  propo.'?.],  but  lent  a  deaf  ear  to  her  repeated 
rem.onftrances,  though  they  were  enforced  with  every 
argi.mient  v/hich  fhe  thought  could  foothe,  terrlfv, 
fhame,  or  decoy  him  Into  compliance  ^  In  vain  did  ilie 
urge  the  excels  of  affeftion  flie  had  for  him,  as  merltir.g 
fome  retiu-n  of  tendemefs  and  conJefceniion :,  he  was 
even  proof  againft  certain  menacing  hints  flie  gave, 
touching  the  refentm.ent  of  a  illglited  woman  5  and  he 
ftood  out  againft  all  the  coniiderations  of  dignity  or  dif- 
grace,  like  a  bulwark  of  brafs.  Neither  was  he  mowd 
to  any  indecent  or  unkind  exprefilons  of  contradicflon, 
even  wlicn  flie  tipbraided  him  v/ith  his  ibrdid  difpofi- 
tion,  and  put  him  in  mind  of  the  fortune  raid  honour  he 
kad  acquiied  by  his  marriage;  but  I'ccmed  to  retire 
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^within  himfelf,  like  a  toitoife  when  attacked,  that 
/lirinks  v/khin  its  ihdl,  and  filcntly  endured  the  fccxirc-e 
cf  her  reproaches,  without  ieeming  feniible  of  the  fm?.it. 

This,  however,  was  the  only  point  in  which  f]ie  liad 
been  baffled  fmce  her  nuptials  ;  and  as'fhe  could  bv  no 
means  digelt  the  milcarriage,  (he  toitiu-ed  h£«ii%ivention 
for  fome  new  plan,  by  which  flie  might  augment  her 
influence  and  authority:  what  her  genius  refufed,  was 
fupplied  by  accident ;  for  Ihe  had  not  lived  foui-  mo.iths 
in  the  garrifon,  when  fhe  was  feized  with  frequent 
quahTis  ar.d  reachings^  herbreafts  beean  to  harden,  and 
herftomach  to  be  remarkably  prom^inent :  in  a  word, 
fhe  congratulated  herielf  on  the  fpuptoms  of  her  cvm 
fertility,  and  the  commodore  was'ti-aniborted  witji  ioy 
at  the  profpea  of  an  heir  of  his  ov/u  begetting. 

She  knew  this  was  the  proper  feafoii  for  vTndicati-T 
her  own  fovereignty,  and  accordingly  employed  ch? 
means  which  nature  had  put  in  her  power.  There  v/as 
not  a  rare  piece  of  funiiture  and  apparel  for  which  flie 
did  not  long ;  and  one  day  as  fhe  went  to  church,  iee- 
mg  Lady  Stately' s  equipage  arrive,  fhe  fuddenlv  fainted 
away.  Her  liuiband,  whofe  vanity  had  never  been  fo 
peiieaiy  gi-atiried  as  with  this  promifed  liarveft  of  his 
own  fowing,  took  the  alanir  immediately  5  and,  in  or- 
der to  prevent  relapfes  of  that  kind,  which  mjffht  be  at- 
tended with  fatal  confequences  to  his  lioner  <rave  h-r 
leave  to  befprak  a  coach,  horles,  and  liveries^  to  her 
ownuking.  Thus  authorized,  fhe,  in -a  veiv  little  time, 
exhibited  fjch  a  fpecimen  of  her  own  taite  'and  magni- 
ficence, as  afforded  ipeculation  to  the  whole  countv, 
and  made  Tninnion's  heart  quake  within  him,  bec;uiie 
he  torefaw  no  limits  to  her  extravao-ance,  which  aJfb 
manitelted  itfelt  in  tlie  molt  expenfive  prepai-ations  tor 
her  lying  in. 

Her  pride,  which  had  hitherto  regarded  the  reprefcn- 
tative  ot  her  father's  houfe,  feemed^now  to  lofe  all  that 
hereditary  refpea,  and  prompt  her  to  outfliine  and  un- 
aervalue  the  elder  branch  of  her  familv.  She  bthaved 
to  Mrs.  Pickle  with  a  foit  of  civil  refeWe,  that  implied 
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a  confcious  fuperiority  j  and  an  emulation,  in  point  of 
grandeur,  immediately  commenced  between  the  two  fii- 
ters.  She  eveiy  day  communicated  her  importance  to 
the  whole  parifn,  under  pretence  of  taking  the  air  in  her 
conch,  and  endeavom^ed  to  extend  her  acquaintance 
among  people  of  falhton.  Nor  was  this  an  undertak- 
ing attended  with  great  difficulty- ;  for  ail  perfons  what- 
ever, capable  of  m.aintainmg  a  certain  appearance,  will 
always  lind  admiffion  into  what  is  called  the  beft  com- 
pany, and  be  rated  in  point  of  character  according  to 
their  own  valuation,  withoiit  fubjefting  their  preten- 
fions  to  the  fmallell  doubt  or  examination.  In  all  her 
vifits  and  parties,  ijiefeized  every  opportunity  of  declar- 
ing her  prefent  condition ;  obierving  that  fhe  was  forbid 
by  her  phyficians  to  tafte  fuch  a  pickle,  and  that  fuch  a 
difh  was  poifon  to  a  woman  in  her  way :  nay,  where 
liie  was  on  a  footing  of  familiarity,  fhe  affefled  to  niake 
vviy  faces,  and  complained  that  the  young  rogue  began  to 
be  veryunnily,  writhing  herfelf  into  divers  contortions, 
as  if  fhe  had  been  grievoufly  incom.moded  by  the  mettle 
of  this  future  Trunnion.  The  huiband  himXelf  did  not 
behave  with  all  the  moderation  that  might  have  been 
cxpe6^ed :  at  the  club  he  frequently  mentioned  this  cir- 
ciUxifLance  of  his  own  vigour,  as  a  pretty  fiiccefsful  feat 
to  be  performed  by  an  old  fellov/  of  fifty-five ;  and  con- 
firmed the  opinion  of  his  ifrength  by  redoubled  fqueezes 
of  the  landlord's  hand,  which  never  failed  of  extorting 
a  i;^tisfa6fory  certificate  of  his  might.  When  his  com- 
panions drank  to  the  Hans  en  kelder,  or  Jack  in  the  low 
cellar,  he  could  not  help  difpiaying  an  extraordinary- 
complacence  of  countenance,  and  fignified  his  Intention 
of  fending  the  young  dog  to  fea,  as  focn  as  he  fjiould  be 
able  to  cany  a  cartridge,  in  hopes  of  feeing  him  aJi  of- 
ficer before  his  own  death. 

This  hope  helped  to  confole  him  under  the  extraor- 
dlnaiy  expence  to  which  he  was  expofed  by  the  profu- 
fion  of  his  wife ;  efpecially  when  he  confidered,  thiit  his 
compliance  with  her  prodigality  would  be  limited  to  the 
expiration  of  the  nine  months,  of  v/hich  the  beft  pait 

was 
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was  by  this  time  elapfed  5  yet,  in  fpite  of  all  this  philo- 
fophicai  reiignation,  her  fancy  foraetimes  foared  to  fucb 
z.  ridiculous  and  intolerable  pitch  of  iiifolence  and  ab- 
furdity,  that  his  temper  forfook  him,  and  lie  could  not 
lielp  wifhhig  in  fecret,  that  her  pride  might  be  con- 
founded in  the  diffipation  of  her  moll:  flattering  hopes> 
even  though  he  himlelf  fhould  be  a  principrd  fufferer  by 
the  diiappointment.  Thefe,  however,  were  no  other 
than  tlie  fuggeftions  of  temporai-v  dilgufts,  that  com- 
monly fubiided  as  fdddenly  as  they  arofe,  and  never 
gave  the  leaft  diilurbance  to  the  perfon  who  inl.pired 
them,  becaufe  he  took  care  to  conceal  them  carefully 
from  her  knowledge. 

Meanwhile  Cat  Ixappily  advanced  in  her  reckoning, 
wiA  the  promife  of  a  favourable  ilTue ;  the  terna  of  her 
computation  expired,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  night  fhe 
was  vifited  by  certain  warnings  that  feemed  to  befpeak 
the  approach  of  the  -critical  moment.  The  com.modore 
got  up  with  great  alacrity,  and  called  tlie  midwife,  who 
had  been  feveral  days  m  the  houfe ;  the  gofiips  were 
immediately  fummoned,  and  the  moft  hiterefting  expec* 
tations  prevailed  :  but  the  fymptoms  of  labour  gi-adu- 
ally  vaniflied  5  and,  as  the  matrons  fageiy  obferved,  this 
was  no  more  than  a  falfe  alairn. 

Two  nights  after,  they  received  a  fecond  intimation; 
and,  as  flie  v/as  fenfibly  diminiflied  In  the  waid",  every 
thmg  was  fuppofed  to  be  in  a  fair  v/ay ;  yet  this  vifita- 
tion  was  not  more  conclufxv^e  than  the  former  5  her  pains 
wore  off  in  fpite  of  all  her  endeavours  to  encourage 
thcm^  and  the  good  women  betook  themfelves  to  their 
refpeclive  homes,  in  expe£lation  of  finding  the  third  at- 
tack^ decifive,  _  alluding  to  the  well-known  maxim,  that 
number  three  is  akajays  fortunate.  For  once,  however, 
this  apothegm  failed  5  the  ne:d:  call  was  altogether  as 
ineffeciual  as  the  fonner ;  and  moreover  attended  vt'ith 
a  phenomenon  which  to  them  was  equally  ftrange  and 
inexphcable:  this  was  no  other  than  fuch  a  rcdu6lion 
in  the  fize  of  Mrs.  Tiiirinion  as  might  have  been  ex- 
pecled  after  the  birth  of  a  mil-grown  child.  Startled 
Fa  at 
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4/  iiicli  an  imaccountabie  event,  they  fat  irr  'clofe  divan ; 
and  concluding  that  the  cale  was  in  all  relpefts  unna- 
tural and  prodigious,  dellred  that  a  meflenger  might  be 
immediately  diipatchedfor  Ibme  male  praftitioner  in  the 
art  of  midwifery. 

The  commodore,  without  gueffing  the  caufe  of  their 
perplexity,  ordered  Pipes  immediately  on  this  piece  of 
duty  5  and  in  lefs  than  two  hours  they  wei'e  ailiftetl  by 
the  advice  of  a  fuigeon  of  the  neighbourhood,  who 
boldly  affirmed,  that  the  patient  had  never  been  with 
child.  This  aHeveration  was  like  a  clap  of  thunder  to 
Mr.  Trunnion,  who  had  been,  during  eight  whole  days 
and  nights,  in  continual  expectation  of  being  hailed 
with  the  appellation  of  father. 

After  fome  recolle6Vioii,  he  fwore  the  furgeon  was  an 
ignorant  fellow,  and  that  he  would  not  take  his  word 
for  what  he  advanced ;  being  comforted  and  confirm>ed 
in  his  want  of  faith  by  the  Infmuations  of  the  midv>^ife, 
who  iHll  periifted  to  feed  Mrs.  Traniucn  with  hopes  of 
a  fpeedy  and  fafe  delivery ;  obfei-ving,  that  fhe  had  been 
concerned  in  many  a  cale  of  the  fame  nature,  where  a 
ftne  child  was  found,  even  after  all  figns  of  the  mother's 
pregnancy  had  difappeared.  Every  twig  of  hope,  how 
flender  fcever  it  may  be,  is  eagerly  caught  hold  on  by 
people  who  find  themfelves  in  danger  of  being  difap- 
pointed.  To  eveiy  queftion  propofed  by  her  to  the 
lady,  with  the  preambles  of  *  Han't  you?'  or,  *  Don't 
you  ?'  an  anfwer  was  m.ade  in  the  affirmative,  whether 
agreeable  to  truth  or  not ;  becaufe  the  refpondent  could 
not  find  in  her  heart  to  difown  any  fymptom  that  might 
favour  the  notion  fhe  had  fo  long  indulged. 

Tiiis  experienced  proficient  in  the  obftetrick  art  was 
therefore  ktpt  in  clofe  attendance  for  the  Ipace  of  three 
weeks,  during  which  the  patient  had  ieveral  returns  of 
what  ihe  pleated  herfelf  with  believing  to  be  labour 
pains ;  till  at  length  fhe  and  her  hufband  became  the  ftand- 
ingjoke  of  the  parifh:  and  this  infatuated  couple  could 
fcaice  be  prevailed  v?pon  to  part  with  their  hopes,  even 
Yv.hcn  fhe  appeared  as  iank  as  a  greyhound,  and  they 
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■were  mrnifhed  with  other  unqueftionable  proofs  of  theu' 
having  been  deceived.  But  they  could  not  for  ever  re- 
main under  the  influence  of  this  fweet  delulion ;  v/hich 
at  lafl  faded  away,  and  was  fucceeded  by  a  paroxifm  of 
(hame  and  confuiion,  that  kept  the  hufband  within 
doors  for  the  fpace  of  a  whole  fortnight,  and  confined 
his  lady  to  her  bed  for  a  feries  of  wetks,  during  which 
flie  fuffered  all  the  anguifli  of  the  moll  intenfe  mortifi- 
cation J  yet  even  this  was  fubdued  by  the  lenient  hand 
of  time. 

The  firft  refplte  from  her  chagrin  was  emplox-ed  in 
the  ftritfl  difcharge  of  what  are  called  the  duties  of  re- 
ligion, which  Ihe  perfoiTned  with  moll:  rancorous  feve- 
rity  5  fetting  on  foot  a  perfecution  in  her  own  family, 
that  made  the  houfe  too  hot  for  all  the  menial  fervants ; 
even  narfled  the  almofi  invincible  indifference  of  Tom 
Pipes,  harrafied  the  commodore  himfelf  out  of  all  pa- 
tience, and  fpared  no  individual  but  Lieutenant  Hatch- 
way, whom  file  never  ventured  to  difoblige. 

CHAP.    XI. 
Mrs.  Trunnion  ere^s  a  Tyrayiny  in  the  Garrifon,  vjkiie 

her  Hufoajid  concei'ues  o.n  AffeEtion  for  his  Nepbeio 

Perry,  cujho  manifefls  a  Peculiarity  of  Difpojition  e^ven 

hi  his  tender  Tears. 
TTAVING  exercifed  herfelf  three  months  In  fuch  pl- 
-"--*-  ous  amufements,  fhe  appeared  again  in  the  vvorld; 
but  her  misfortune  had  made  luch  an  impreflion  on  her 
mind,  that  fhe  could  not  bear  the  fight  of  a  child,  and 
trembled  whenever  the  converfation  happeried  to  turn 
upon  a  chrifi:ening.  Her  temper,  which  was  naturally 
none  of  the  fweetelf ,  feemed  to  have  imbibed  a  double 
proportion  of  fouring  from  her  difappointment ;  of  con- 
lequence  her  company  was  not  much  coveted,  and  fhe 
found  veiy  few  people  difpofed  to  treat  her  v/ith  thofe 
marks  of  cojifideration  which  flie  looked  upon  as  her 
due.  This  neglect  detached  her  from  the  fociety  of  an 
unmannerly  world  5  fhe  concentred  the  energy  of  all 
her  talents  in  the  government  of  her  own  houle,  which 
groaned  accordingly  imder  her  arbitrary  fway  •,  and  in  the 
F  ^  brandy- 
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brandy-bottle  found  ample  coniblation  for  all  the  afflic- 
tion fne  had  undergone. 

As  for  the  commodore,  he,  in  a  little  time,  weather- 
ed his  difgrace,  after  having  fuftained  many  ievere  jokes 
from  the  lieutenant  j  and  now  his  chief  aim  being  to  be 
ribfeiTt  from  his  own  houfe  as  mucli  as  poffible,  he  fre- 
quented the  publick-houfe  more  than  ever,  more  afli- 
duoully  cultivated  the  friendfhip  ot  his  brother-in-law 
IVIr.  Pickle ;  and,  in  the  coui'fe  of  their  intimacy,  con-. 
ceived  an  affection  for  his  nephew  Peny,  which  did  not 
end  but  vv^itli  his  life.  Indeed,  it  m.uii:  be  o%vned,  that 
Trunnion  was  not  natui-aily  deficient  in  the  fecial  paf- 
fions  of  the  foul ;  which,  though  they  were  ftrangely 
warped,  difguifed,  and  overborne,  by  the  circumftance 
of  his  boifterous  life  and  education,  did  not  fail  to  ma- 
nifed  themfelves  occafionally  tln-ough  the  svhole  courfe 
of  his  behaviour. 

As  all  the  hopes  of  propagating  his  own  name  had 
perifhed,  and  his  relations  lay  under  the  interdiclion  of 
his  hate,  it  is  no  wonder,  that  through  the  familiarity 
and  friendly  Intercourfe  fublifting  between  him  and  Mr, 
Gamaliel,  he  contra61:ed  a  liking  for  the  boy,  v^ho  by 
this  time  entered  the  third  year  of  his  age,  and  was  in^ 
deed  a  veiy  handfome,  healthy,  and  promliing  child  j 
and  what  feemed  to  ingratiate  him  ftill  more  with  his 
uncle,  was  a  certain  oddity  of  difpofitlon  for  which  he 
had  been  remarkable  even  from,  the  ci-adle.  It  is  re- 
ported of  him,  that  before  the  firft  ^'ear  of  his  infancy 
was  elapfed,  he  ufed  veiy  often.  Immediately  aftef  being 
dreffed,  in  the  midil  of  the  careffes  v>^hlch  were  bellow- 
ed upon  him  by  his  mother,  while  flie  indulged  herfelf 
.  in  the  contemplation  of  her  own  hajipinefs,  all  of  a  fud- 
den  to  alarm  her  with  a  fit  of  flirieks  and  cries,  which 
continued  with  great  violence  till  he  was  ftripped  to  the 
fkin  with  theutrnoft  expedition  by  order  of  his  affriglit- 
ed  parent,  who  thouglit  his  tender  body  was  tortured 
by  the  mifappllcatlon  of  fome  unlucky  pin  ;  and  when 
he  had  given  them  all  this  diibarbance  and  unnecefiary 
trouble,  he  woidd  lie  fprawUng  and  laughing  in  their 

faces, 
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faces,  as  If  he  ridiculed  the  impertinence  of  their  con- 
cern. Nay,  it  is  affimied,  that  ohe  ^2.j,  when  an  old 
woman  wlio  attended  in  the  nurfeiy  had  by  ftealth  con- 
vr^ictir  a  bottle  of  cordial  waters  to  her  mouth,  he  pulled 
his  iH*rfe  by  the  fleeve,  and  by  a  flight  glance  deteding 
the  theft,  tipt  her  the  wink  with  a  paiticuiai*  fijniefs  of 
countenajice,  as  if  he  had  faid  with  a  fneer,  *  Aye,  eye, 
that  is  what  you  mull  all  come  to!'  But  thefe  inltances 
ot  reflection  in  a  babe  nine  months  old  are  fo  inciedible, 
that  I  look  upon  them  as  ex  poji  facto  obfervations, 
toxuided  upon  imaginaiy  z-ecoUeftion,  when  he  was  in  a 
more  advance'd  age,  and  his  peculiarities  of  temper  be- 
came much  more  remarkable  j  of  a  piece  v/ith  the  in- 
genious difcoveries  of  thofe  fag-acious  obfer/ers,  who 
can  difcern  fomething  evidently  characleriiiick  in  the 
features  of  any  noted  perfonage  whofe  character  they 
have  previoufly  heard  explained  5  yet,  without  pretend- 
ing to  fpecify  at  what  period  of  his  childhood  this  fm- 
gularity  hrft  appeared,  I  can  with  great  tnith  declare, 
that  when  he  firft  attrafled  the  notice  and  aficclion  of 
his  imcle,  it  v.'as  plainly  perceivable. 

One  would  imagine  he  had  marked  out  the  commo- 
dore as  a  proper  objeft  of  ridicule,  tor  ahnoft  all  his 
little  childiili  fatire  was  levelled  againft  him.  I  will 
not  deny  that  he  might  have  been  influenced  in  this  par- 
ticular by  the  example  and  inilruclion  of  Mr.  Hatch- 
v/ay,  who  delighted  in  fuperintending  the  firil  elTays  of 
his  genius.  As  the  gout  had  taken  up  its  refidence  in 
Mr.  Trunnion's  great  toe,  fro)ii  v/hence  it  never  re- 
moved, no  not  for  a  day,  little  Peny  took  great  plea- 
fine  in  treading  by  accident  on  this  infinii  member ; 
and  when  his  uncle,  incenfed  by  the  pain,  uled  to  damn 
him  for  a  hell-begotten  bmt,  he  would  appeafe  him  hi 
a  twinkling,  by  returning  the  curie  with  equal  empha- 
lis,  and  afking  v^hat  was  the  matter  with  eld  Hannibal 
Tough;  an  appellation  by  which  the  lieutenant  had 
taught  him  to  diftinguilh  this  gi'im  commander. 

Neither  v/as  tiiis  the  only  experiment  he  tried  upon 
the  patience  of  tiie  commodore,  with  whole  nofe  he  ufeel 
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to  take  indecent  freedoms ,  even  while  he  wns  fondled  o» 
his  knee ;  in  one  month  he  put  him  to  the  expence  of 
two  guineas  in  feal-lTcin,  by  picking  his  pocket  of  di- 
vers tobacco-pouches,  all  of  which  he  in  fecret  cokf^^it- 
ted  to  the  flames.  Nor  did  the  caprice  of  his  dllpoll- 
tion  abftain  from  the  favourite  beverage  of  Tiamnion, 
who  more  than  once  I^.vallowed  a  whole  draught  in 
which  his  brother's  fnuff-box  had  been  emptied,  before 
he  perceived  the  difagreeable  infalion :  and  one  day, 
when  the  commodore  had  chaftifed  him  by  a  gentle  tap 
with  his  cane,  he  fell  fiat  on  the  floor,  as  if  he  had  been 
deprived  of  all  fenfe  and  motion,  to  the  teiTor  and 
amazement  of  the  firikerj  and  after  having  filled  the 
whole  houfe  with  confjfion  and  dilinay,  opened  his  eyes, 
and  laughed  heartily  at  the  fuccefs  of  his  own  impo- 
fiticn. 

It  v/ould  be  an  endlefs,  and  perhaps  no  very  agree- 
able taflc,  to  enu^merate  all  the  unlucky  pranks  he  play- 
ed upon  his  uncle  and  others,  before  he  attained  the 
fourth  year  of  his  age;  about,  which  tim.e  he  was  fent, 
vvith  an  attendant,  to  a  day-fchcol  in  the  neighbour- 
'  hood,  that  (to  uie  his  good  mother"'s  own  expreffion) 
he  might  be  out  of  hann's  way.  Here,  however,  he 
made  little  prcgi-efs,  except  mifchief,  which  hepraclifed 
with  impunity,  becaufe  the  fchool-miftreis  would  run 
no  rillc  of  difobiiging  a  lady  of  fortune,  by  exercifuig 
unneccfTaiy  feverities  upon  her  only  child.  Neverthe- 
l^fs,  Mrs.  Pickle  was  not  fo  blindly  partial  as  to  be 
pleaied  with  fach  unfe?fonable  indulgence.  Peny  v>'as 
taken  out  of  the  hands  of  this  courteous  teacher,  and 
ccmmicted  to  the  inftruftion  of  a  pedagogue,  who  was 
ordered  to  adminifter  fuch  coireftion  as  the  boy  fhould 
in  his  opinion  deferve.  This  authority  he  did  not  neg- 
lect to  Life  5  his  pupil  was  regularly  flogged  twice  a  day, 
and  after  having  been  fubjefted  to  this  courfe  of  difci- 
pHne  for  the  fpace  of  eighteen  months,  declared  the 
molf  obftinate,  dull,  and  untoward  genius,  that  ever  had 
fallen  under  his  cultivation;  inftead  of  being  refcnned, 
he  fe-.mcd  ratlitr  hardened  and  conlinned  in  his  vicious 
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inclinations,  and  was  dead  to  all  lenfe  of  fear  as  well 
as  fname.  His  mother  was  extremely  mortified  at  thefe 
lymptoms  of  itupidity,  which  fne  confidered  as  an  inhe- 
ritance derived  from  the  fpirit  of  his  father,  and  confe- 
quently  infunnonntable  by  all  the  efforts  of  human  care. 
But  the  commodore  rejoiced  over  the  laiggednefs  of  his 
natiu'e,  and  was  particularly  pleafed  when  upon  inquiry 
he  found  that  Perry  had  beaten  ail  the  boys  in  the 
fchool ;  a  circumftance  from  which  he  prognofticated 
eveiy  thing  that  was  fair  and  fortunate  in.  his  future 
fate ;  obferving,  that  at  his  age  he  himfelf  was  juft  iuch 
another.  The  boy,  who  was  now  turned  of  fix,  having 
profited  fo  little  under  the  birch  of  his  unfparing  go- 
vernor, Mrs.  PIckje  was  counfelled  to  fend  him  to  a 
board ing-fchool  not  far  from  London,  which  was  kept 
by  a  certain  perfon  very  eminent  for  his  fuccefsfiil  me- 
thod of  education.  This  advice  fhe  the.  more  readily 
embraced,  becaufe  at  that  time  fhe  founi  herfelf  pretty 
far  gone  with  another  child,  that  flie  hoped  would  con- 
fole  her  for  the  difappointment  fhe  had  met  with  in  the 
unpromiiing  talents  of  Peiry,  or  at  any  rate  divide  her 
«onceni,  fo  as  to  enable  her  to  endure  the  abfence  of 
either, 

CHAP.  XII. 
Peregrine  is  lent  to  a  Boardifig-School,  becomes  remark- 
able for  his  Genius  and  Ambition. 
n^HE  comjnodore  underftanding  her  determination,  to 
which  her  hufband  did  not  venture  to  make  the  leail 
objection,  interefled  himfelf  lb  much  in  behalf  of  his  fa- 
vourite, as  to  fit  him  out  at  his  own  charge,  and  accom- 
pany him  in  perfon  to  the  place  of  his  deftinationj  where 
he  defrayed  the  expence  of  his  entrance,  and  left  him  to 
the  particular  care  and  infpection  of  the  ufner,  who  hav- 
ing been  recommended  to  him  as  a  perfon  of  parts  and 
integrity,  received  per  advance  a  handfome  confidera^ 
tion  for  the  tafk  he  undertook. 

Nothing  could  l^e  better  judged  than  this  piece  of  li- 
berality: the  affiftant  was  aftually  a  man  of  learning, 
probity,  ar^d  good-fenfe;  and  though  obliged  by  the 

icandalous 
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fcaiidalous  adminiftration  of  fortune  to  a6l  In  the  cha-  '3 
rafter  of  an  Inferior  teachtr,  had,  by  his  fole  capacity 
and  application,  brought  the  fchool  to  that  degree  of  re- 
putation which  It  never  could  have  obtained  from  the 
talfnts  of  his  fliperior.  He  had  eftabliflied  an  cecono- 
my,  which,  though  regular,  was  not  at  all  fevere,  by 
enacting  a  body  of  laws  i'uited  to  the  age  and  cornprt- 
henfion  of  eveiy  individual  j  and  each  tranfgi-effor  was 
fairly  tried  by  his  peers,  and  puniihed  according  to  the 
\'erdi61:  of  the  jurj--.  No  boy  was  fcourged  for  want  of 
apprehenfion,  but  a  fpirit  of  emulation  was  raifed  by 
vveli-tlmed  praile  and  artful  comparlfon,  and  maintain- 
ed by  a  diilribution  of  fiP.ail  prizes,  which  were  ad- 
judged tp  thofc  who  fignallzed  themfelves  either  by  their 
induftr}^,  fobriety,  or  genius.  This  tutor,  whofe  name 
was  Jennings,  began  vv^ith  Periy,  according  to  his  con- 
itant  maxim,  by  examining  the  foil ;  that'll s,  ftudying 
his  temper,  inordsrtoconfult  the  bias  of  his  difpofition, 
which  was  ftrangely  pei-verted  by  the  abfurd  dVcipline 
he  had  undergone.  He  found  him  in  a  ftate  of  fuUen 
infenfibility,  which  the  child  had  gradually  contrafted 
•In  a  long  courfe  of  ftupifying  correftlon  5  and  at  firft  he 
was  not  In  the  leaft  aftuated  by  that  comm.endatlon 
vvhich  animated  the  reft  of  his  fchooi-'fellows ;  nor  v\^as 
jt  in  the  power  of  reproach  to  excite  his  ambition,  which 
had  been  buried,  as  It  were,  in  the  gi-ave  of  dilgrace : 
the  uflier  therefore  had  recourfe  to  contemptuous  neg- 
lect, with  which  he  afFefted  to  treat  this  ftubbom  fpirit; 
forefeeing,  that  if  he  retained  any  feeds  of  fentiment, 
this  weather  would  Infallibly  raife  them  into  vegetation. 
His  judgment  was  juftified  by  the  event ;  the  boy  in  a 
little  time  began  to  make  obfei-vatlons  5  he  perceived  the 
niai-ks  of  diftinftion  with  which  vli'tue  was  rewarded  5 
grew  afham.ed  of  the  delpicable  figure  he  himfelf  made 
among  his  com.panlons,  who,  far  from  courting,  rather 
fliunned  his  converfation  j  and  aftually  pined  at  his  own 
want  of  importance. 

Mr.  Jennings  faw  and  rejoiced  at  his  mortification, 
which  he  fuffered  to  proceed  as  far  as  poflible,  v/ithout 
.  endangering 
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endangering  his  health.  The  child  loft  all  relifli  fcf 
diveifion,  loathed  his  food,  grew  penfive,  folitar}-,  and 
was  frequently  found  weeping  by  hiinfelf.  Theie  ip-tip- 
toms  plainly  evinced  tlie  recoveiy  of  his  feelings,  to 
which  his  governor  thought  it  now  high  tinie  to  make 
application  j  and  therefore,  by  little  and  little,  filtered 
his  behaviour  from  the  indifference  he  had  put  o.n,  to 
the  appearance  of  more  regard  and  attention.  This 
produced  a  favourable  change  in  the  boy,  whofe  eyes 
fparkled  with  fatisfaftlon  one  day,  when  his  mafter  ex- 
preffed  himfelf  with  a  ihew  of  fui-prize  in  thefe  words. 
*  So,  Periy !  I  find  you  don't  want  genius,  when  you 
think  proper  to  ufe  it.'  Such  encomiums  kindled  the 
fpirit  of  emulation  in  his  little  breaft ;  he  exerted  him- 
felf with  furprizing  alacrity,  by  which  he  foon  acquitted 
himfelf  of  the  imputation  of  dulnefs,  and  obtained  leve- 
ral  honorary  fiiver  pennies,  as  acknowledg-ments  of  his 
application :  his  fchool-fellows  now  Iblicited  liis  friend - 
fliip  as  eagerly  as  they  had  avoided  it  before ;  and  in 
lefs  than  a  twelvemontli  after  his  an'ival,  this  fuppofed 
dunce  was  remarkable  for  the  brightnefs  of  his  parts ; 
having  in  that  fhort  period  learnt  to  read  Englilh  per- 
feftly  well,  made  great  progi-efs  in  wiiting,  enabled 
himfelf  to  fpeakthe  French  language  without  hefitatior, 
and  acquired  feme  knowledge  in  the  rudim.ents  of  the 
Latin  tongiie.  The  uOier  did  not  fail  to  tranfmit  a^i 
account  of  his  proficiency  to  the  commodore,  who  re- 
ceived it  with  tranfport,  and  forthwith  communicated 
the  happy  tidings  to  the  parents. 

Mr.  Gamaliel  Pickle,  who  was  never  fubjecl  to  vio- 
lent emotions,  heard  them  with  a  ibrt  of  phlegmatic k 
fatisiaftion,  that  fcarce  manifeited  itfelf  either  in  his 
countenance  or  exprelTions ;  nor  did  the  child's  mother 
break  forth  into  that  rapture  and  adinii-ation  which 
might  have  been  expefted,  v.'hen  lae  underilood  ho\r 
much  the  talents  of  her  firll-born  had  exceeded  the  hope 
of  her  wannelt  imagination.  Not  but  that  ihe  profeSed 
herfelf  well  pleafed  with  Perry's  reputation ;  though  fhe 
obferved,  that  ui  thsi'^  con;;iiindadoas  th«  tr-ath^vas  ai- 

?raT$ 
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ways  exaggerated  by  fc'hool-m afters,  for  their  owil  in*    | 
terell  5  and  pretended  to  wonder  that  tiie  uflier  had  not    ^ 
mingled  more  probability  with  his  praife.     Trunnion 
was  offended  at  her  indifference  and  want  of  faith,  and 
believing  that  Tne  refined  too  much  in  her  difcernment, 
fwore  that  Jennings  had  declared  the  tmth,  and  nothing 
but  the  truth  j  for  he  himfelf  had  prophefied  from  the 
beginning,  that  the  boy  would  turn  out  a  credit  to  his 
family.    But  by  this  time  Mrs.  Pickle  was  bleffed  with 
a  daughter,  whom  fhe  had  brought  into  the  woild  about 
fix  months  before  the  intelligence  arrived ;  fo  that  her 
care  and  affe6lion  being  othei-wife  engroifed,  the  praife 
of  Peny  was  the  lefs  gi-eedily  devoured.     The  abate-* 
ment  of  her  fondnefs  was  an  advantage  to  his  education^., 
which  would  have  been  retarded,   and  perhaps,  minedV,'* 
by  pernicious  indulgence  and  prepofterous  intei-pofition,  '-a 
had  her  love  conjidered  him  as  an  only  child ;  whereas 
her  concern  being  now  diverted  to  another  object  that 
fhared,  at  leaft,  one  half  of  her  affection,  he  was  left  to 
the  management  of  his  preceptor,  who  tiitored  him  ac- 
cording to  his  own  plan,  witho;it  any  let  or  interrup- 
tion.    Indeed,  all  his  fagacity  and  circumfpcction  were 
but  barely  fufhcient  to  keep  the  young  gentleman  in  or-    - 
der;  for  now  that  he  had  won  the  palm  of  viclory  from 
his  rivals  in  point  of  fcholai-fliip,  his  ambition  dilated, 
and  he  was  feized  with  a  dehre  of  fubjecting  the  whole 
fchool  by  the  valour  of  his  arm.     Before  he  could  brings-* 
his  projeft  to  bear,  innumerable  battles  Were  fought 
with  various  fuccefs  j  every  day  a  bloody  noie  and  com- 
plaint were  prefented  againft  hira,  and  his  own  vifage 
commonly  bore  fome  livid  marks  of  obftinate  conten-, 
tion.     At  lengtli,  liowever,  he  accompli/lied  his  aim ; 
his   adverfaries  were  fubdued,    his  pi'owefs   acknow- 
ledged, and  he  obtained  the  laurel  in  war  as  well  as  in 
wit.     Thus  triiunphant,  he  was  intoxicated  with  fuc- 
cefs.    His  pride  I'ofe  in  proportion  to  his  power,  and  in 
fpite  of  ail  the  endeavours  of  Jennings,  v^^lio  praclifed 
evtry  method  he  could  invent-for  curbing  his  licentious 
coiidu6l,  without  deprellmg  his  fpuit,  he  contrafted  a. 

large 
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large  proportion  of  inlblciice,  whicii  a  ferles  of  misfor- 
tunes that  happened  to  him  in  the  fcquel  conl  ;  I'carce 
effeflually  tame.  Never thelefs,  there  was  a  iund  of 
good  natm'e  and  gcnerciity  in  his  compofitionj  and 
though  he  eftabliflicd  a  t)-iapjiy  among  his  car/irades, 
the  tranquillity  of  his  reign  was  maintained  by  the  love 
rather  than  bv  the  fear  ot  his  fubjecls. 

In  the  midft  of  all  this  enjovTnent  of  empire,  he  never 
once  violated  that  refpeclful  awe  with  which  the  ufher 
•had  found  means  to  infpire  him  ;  but  he  by  no  means 
preferved  the  fam.e  regard  for  the  principal  Uiai'ter,  an 
old  illiterate  Gennan  quack,  who  had  fonrerly  prac- 
.   tifed  corn-cutting  among  the  quality,  and  fold  cofme- 
N  tick  wafhes  to  the  ladies,  together  with  teeth-powdei'Sj 
^"  hair-dying  liquors,  prolifick  elixirs,  and  tinftures,  to 
■    fweeten  tlie  breath.     Thefe  nolhiims,  recom-mended  by 
the  art  of  cringing,  in  which  he  was  confummate,  in- 
gratiated him  fo'much  with  people  of  fafhion,  that  he 
was  enabled  to  fet  up  fchool  with  five  and  twenty  boys 
of  the  beit  families,  whom  he  boarded  on  his  own  tenns, 
and  undertook  to  inftmct  in  the  French  and  L:%tin  lan-< 
guages,  fo  as  to  qualify  them  tor  the  colleges  of  Weft- 
■  minlter  and  Eton.     While  this  plan  was  in  its  infancy^ 
he  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  meet  with  Jennings,  who  for 
the  paltiy  confideration  of  thirty  pounds  a  ytar,  which: 
his  recefTities  comipelled  him  to  accept,  took  the  whole 
trouble  of  educating  the  children  upon  himfelf,  contriv- 
ed an  excellent  fyitemi  for  tliat  pui-pofe,  and  by  his  aHi^ 
duity  and  knowledge  executed  all  the  particulars  to  the 
entire  fatisfafticn  of  thole  concerned  ;  who,  by  the  b3v'e, 
never  enquired  into  his  qualifications,  but  fuffered  the 
other  to  enjoy  the  fiiiits  of  his  labour  and  ingenuity. 

Over  and  above  a  large  ftock  of  avarice,  ignorance, 
and  vanit)^,  this  fuperior  had  certain  ridiculous  pecu- 
liarities in  his  ptribn,  ixich  as  a  hunch  upon  his  back, 
and  diftorted  limb?,  that  feemed  to  attraft  the  fatixical 
notice  of  Peregiine ;  who,  young  as  he  was,  took  of- 
fence at  his  want  of  reverence  for  his  uflier,  over  v/hom 
he  fom.ethnes  chofe  oppoitimities  of  difplaying  iiis  au- 

Vol.  I,  G  thority, 
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thoi-ity,  that  the  boys  might  not  difplace  their  venera- 
tion. Mr.  Kevpilick,  therefore,  fuch  as  I  have  de- 
fcribed  him,  incurred  the  contempt  and  difpleafure  of 
this  enterprizing  pupil,  vv'ho  now  being  in  the  tenth 
year  of  his  age,  had  capacity  enough  to  give  him  abun- 
dance ot  vexation.  He  underwent  many  mortifying 
jokes  from  the  invention  of  Fickle  and  his  confederates} 
fo  that  he  began  to  entertain  fulpicion  of  Mr.  Jennings, 
who  he  could  not  help  thinking  had  been  at  the  bottom 
of  them  all,  and  fpirited  up  principles  of  rebellion  in 
the  fchool,  with  a  view  of  making  himlelf  independent. 
Poffelled  of  this  chimera,  which  was  void  of  all  founda- 
tion, the  GeiTnan  defcended  lb  low  as  to  tamper  in  pri- 
vate with  the  boys,  from  whom  he  hoped  to  draw  fome 
Very  important  dilcovery ;  but  he  was  difappointed  in 
his  expe6lation;  and  this  mean  practice  reaching  the 
e?rs  of  his  ufiier,  he  voluntarily  refigned  his  employ- 
ment. Finding  intereft  to  obtain  holy  orders  in  a  little 
time  after,  he  left  the  kingdom,  hoping  to  find  a  fet- 
tlement  in  iome  of  our  American  plantations. 

The  departure  of  Mr.  Jennings  produced  a  great  re- 
volution in  the  affairs  ot  Keypifick,  which  declined 
from  that  moment,  becau 'e  he  had  neither  authority  to 
enforce  obedience,  nor  prudence  to  maintain  order  among 
his  fcholars  ;  fo  that  the  fchool  degenerated  into  anar- 
chy and  confufion,  and  he  himlelf  dwindled  in  the  opi- 
nion of  his  employers,  who  looked  upon  him  as  fuper- 
annuated,  and  wifndrew  their  children  from  his  tuition. 

Peregrine  feeing  this  diifolution  of  their  fociety,  and 
finding  himfeif  evciy  day  deprived  of  fome  companion, 
began  to  repine  at  his  fituation,  and  refoived,  if  pofli- 
ble,  to  procure  his  releafe  from  the  jurifdiclion  of  the 
perfon  whom  he  both  detefted  and  defpifed.  With  this 
view  he  went  to  work,  and  compofed  the  follov/lng  bil- 
let, addrefl'ed  to  the  commodore,  which  was  the  firil 
fpecimen  of  his  compoiition  In  the  epiftolary  way. 

*  HONOURiS« 
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*  HONOURED  AND  LOVING  UNCLE, 

*  HOPING   you   are   in  good  health,  this 

*  feiTes  to  Inform  you,  that  Mr.  Jennings  is  gone,  and 
'  Mr.  Keypftick  will  never  meet  with  his  fellow.    The 

*  fchool  is  already  almoft  broke  up,  and   the  reft  daily 

*  going  away ;  and  I  beg  of  you  of  ?Y:  love  to  have  me 

*  fetched  away  alio,  for  I  camot  bear  to  be  any  longer 

*  under  one  who  is  a  perteft   ignoramus,  who   fcarce 

*  knows  the  declination  of  mufay  and  is  mere  fit  to  be 

*  a  fcare-crow  than  a  fchooi-maftcr^  hoping  you  will 

*  fend  for  me  loon,  with  my  love  to  my  aim  ,  and  my 

*  duty  to  my  loonoured  parents,   craving  their  bkfiing 

*  and  yours.  And  this  is  all  at  prei'ent  from,  honoured 

*  uncle,  your  well-beloved  and  dutiful  nephew  and  god- 

*  fon,  and  humble  fei-vant  to  com.mand  tiM  death, 

«  PEREGRINE    PICKLE.' 

Tnmnlon  was  overjoyed  at  the  receipt  of  this  letter, 
which  he  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  grcateft  Cnorts  of 
-human  genius,  and  as  inch  communicated  tlie  contents 
to  his  lady,  whom  he  had  diilurbed  for  the  purpofe  in 
the  middle  of  her  devotion,  by  lending  a  meli'age  to  her 
clofet,  whither  it  was  her  culiom  very  frequently  to  re^ 
tire.  She  v/as  out  of  humour  at  being  intcri-upted,  and 
therefore  did  not  peiiife  this  fpecimen  of  her  nephew's 
underftanding  with  ail  the  relilh  th-'.t  t'le  commodore 
himlelf  liad  enjoyed ;  on  the  contrary,  afrer  iiindiy  pa- 
ralytica! endeavours  to  fpeak,  (i'ov  her  tongue  fome- 
times  refufed  its  ofnce)  fhe  obferved  that  the  boy  was 
a  pert  jackanapes,  and  defen-ed  to  be  feverely  chaf- 
tiied  for  treating  his  betters  with  fjch  uhrefpe6l.  Her 
hufoand  undertook  his  godfon's  defei^ce,  rcprefentmg 
with  great  warmth  that  he  knew  Keypftick  to  be  a  good 
for  notliing,  pimp'mg  old  rafcal,  and  tliat  Periy  fiiewed 
a  gieat  deal  of  fpirit  and  good  fcnfe  in  dcfuing  to  be 
taken  from  under  his  commiand ;  he  therefore  declared 
that  the  boy  iliould  net  live  a  week  longer "vylth  fuch  a 
i>iambling  fon  of  a  bi:ch,  and  fanclioued  his  declara- 
tion with  abundance  of  oaths .  Mrs, 
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Mrs.  Tninnlon  con-ipoijng  her  countenance  into  a 
look  of  religious  deniurenei'i;,  rebuked  him  for  his  pro- 
fane way  of  tdking- ;  and  ailced  him,  in  a  magifterial 
tone,  if  he  intended  never  to  lay  alide  that  bnital  beha^ 
viour.  Irritated  at  this  reproach,  he  anlWered  in  terms 
of  indignation,  that  he  knew  how  to  behave  himfclf  as 
well  as  e'er  a  woman  that  wore  a  liead  5  bade  her  mind 
her  own  affairs,  and  with  another  repetition  of  oaths, 
gave  her  to  underftand  that  he  would  be  mailer  in  his 
own  houfe. 

This  Inunuation  operated  upon  her  fpirlts  like  fric- 
tion upon  a  glafs  globe ;  her  face  gleamed  with  refent- 
nien'-,  and  eveiy  pore  feemed  to  emit  particles  of  flame. 
She  replied  with  incredible  fluency  of  the  bittereft  ex- 
prefiions.  He  retorted  equal  rage  in  broken  hints  and 
incoherent  imprecations.  She  rejoined  with  redoubled 
fmy,  and  in  conclufion  he  was  fain  to  betake  himfelf  to 
flight,  ejacidating  curfe,^  againil:  her;  and  muttering 
fomething  concerning  the  brandy-bottle,  which,  how- 
ever, he  took  care  ihould  never  reach  her  ears. 

From  his  ov/n  houfe  he  went  directly  to  vlfit  Mrs. 
Pickle,  to  whom  he  imparted  peregi-ine's  epiftle,  with 
3-nany  encomiums  upon  the  boy's  promifmg  parts ;  and 
finding  his  commendations  but  coldly  received,  defired 
ihe  would  penult  himx  to  take  his  godibn  under  his  own 
care. 

This  lady,  whofe  family  was  now  increafed  by  ano- 
ther ion,  who  feemed  to  ingrofs  her  care  for  the  prefent, 
had  not  feen  Perry  during  a  courfe  of  four  years,  and 
vv-ith  regard  to  him,  was  perfeftly  weaned  of  that  infir- 
mity known  by  the  name  of  maternal  fondnefs ;  fhe 
therefore  confenteS  to  the  commodore's  requeft  with 
great  condefcenfion,  and  a  polite  compliment  to  him  on 
the  concern  he  had  all  along  mauifefted  for  the  welfare 
of  the  child. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XIII. 

Tl:e  Commodore  takes  fengrine  under  his  o~vn  Care. 
The  Boy  arri-ues at  tbe  Garrifon-y  hjlrangcly  received 
by  his  ouon  Mother;  enters  into  a  Confederj.cy  nvith 
Hatckivay  and  Pipes  ^  and  executes  a  Ccufle  of'vuag- 
gijh  Enter  frizes  upon  his  Aunt. 
'T^KUNNION  having  obtained  this  peraiflion,  that 
-^  ve.iy  afternoon  diipa':ched  the  iitutenant  in  a  pcd- 
chaiie  to  KcyplLick's  houic,  from  whc^nce  in  t\vo  days 
he  returned  wi-rh  our  young  hero  j  wiio  being  now  in 
the  eleventh  year  of  his  age,  had  out-gi'own  the  expecta- 
tion of  all  his  family,  and  was  remarkable  for  the  beauty 
and  elegance  of  his  perfon.  His  godfather  was  trani- 
ported  at  his  airiv^al,  as  if  he  had  been  aft iialiy  the  ilfne 
of  his  own  loins.  He  fhook  him  heartily  by  the  hand, 
tumed  him  round  and  round,  furveyed  him  n^om  top  to 
bottom,  bade  Hatchway  take  notice  how  handiomely 
he  was  built  j  fqueezed  his  hand  again,  faying,  *  D — w 
ye,  you  dog!  I  fuppofe  you  don't  value  ilich  an  old 
crazy  fon  of  a  bitch  as  me  a  rope's  end.  You  have  foi- 
got  how  I  wont  to  dandle  you  on  my  knee,  when  you 
was  a  little  urchin  no  bigg-er  than  the  davit,  and  playctl 
a  thoufand  tricks  upon  me,  burning  my  bacco-poucius, 
and  poifoning  my  rumbo — O  I  d — n  ye,  you  can  grin 
faft  enough,  I  i'ee  \  I  warrant  you  have  learnt  ir-ore 
things  than  writing  and  the  Latin  lingo.'  Even  Tom 
Pipes  expreiled  uncommon  fatisfaction  on  this  joyful 
cccafion  j  and  coming  up  to  PeiTy,  thiTilf  forth  his  tore- 
paw,  and  accofted  him  with  the  falutation  of — »  VVliat 
chear,  my  young  mailer  ?  I  am  glad  to  fee  thee  with  all 
my  heart!'  Thefe  compliments  being  p:ilt,  his  uncle 
halted  to  the  door  of  his  wife's  chamber,  at  which  he 
ftood  hallooing — *  Here's  your  kiniman  Pcrrv,  l^eiike 
you  won't  come  and  bid  him  welcome.' — '  Lord!  Mr. 
Tmnnion,'  faid  ihe,  *  why  will  you  contuiually  han-als 
me  in  this  manner  with  your  imperthient  intrufion  r"'— 
*  I  harrow  you!'  replied  the  commodore;  '  Mblood!  I 
Relieve  your  upper  works  are  damaged  !  I  onlv  came  to 
G  -i  inform 
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ir/orm  you  that  here  was  yo\ir  coulin,  whom  you  hav'r? 
rot  feen  thefe  four  long  years ;  and  Fll  be  d — n'd  if 
there  is  fuch  another  of  his  age  within  the  king's  do- 
minions, d'ye  fee,  either  for  make  or  mettle!" he's  a 
credit  to  the  name,  d'ye  fee ;  but,  d — n  my  eyes  !  I'll 
iay  no  more  of  the  matter  5  if  you  come  you  may,  if 
you  won't  you  may  let  it  alone.' — '  Well,  I  won't 
come  then,'  aiilwered  his  yoke-fallow,  «  for  I  a'm  atpre- 
fent  more  agi'eeably  employed.' — *  Oho!  you  are?  I 
believe  fo  tooP  cried  the  commodore,  making  wiy 
faces  and  mim.ickingthe  aftion  of  dram-drinking.  Then 
addreiung  liimfelf  to  Hatchway,  '  Pr'ythee,  Jack,'  faid 
he,  <  go  and  try  thy  ikill  on  that  ftubborn  hulk ;  if  any 
body  can  bring  her  about,  I  know  you  wool.'  The 
lieutenant  accordingly  taking  his  ftation  at  the  door, 
conveyed  his  perfuafion  in  thefe  words :  *  What,  won't 
you  turn  out  and  hail  little  Perry  ?  It  will  do  your 
heart  good  to  fee  fuch  a  handfome  young  dog ;  I'm  fure 
he  is  the  veiy  moral  of  you,  and  as  like  as  if  he  had 
been  fpit  out  of  your  own  mouth,  as  the  faying  is  :  da 
ihew  a  little  refpeft  for  your  kinfman,  can't  you  ?'  To 
this  remonftrance  fhe  replied  in  a  mild  tone  of  voice, 
*  Dear  Mr.  Hatchway,  you  are  always  teazing  one  in 
fuch  a  manner;  fure  I  am,  nobody  can  tax  me  with  un^ 
kindnefs,  or  want  of  natural  affeclion.'  So  faying,  flie 
ppened  the  door,  and  advancing  to  the  hall  where  her 
nephew  Itood,  received  him  very  gracioufly,  and  obfei-v- 
^d  that  he  was  the  very  image  of  her  papa. 

In  the  afternoon  he  was  condufted  by  the  commo- 
dore to  the  houfe  of  his  parents ;  and,  ftrange  to  tell,  no 
fooner  was  he  prefented  to  his  mother,  than  her  counte- 
nance changed,  fhe  eyed  him  with  tokens  of  aifliftien 
and  furprize,  and  burlling  into  tears,  exclaimed  her  child 
was  dead',  and  this  was  no  other  than  an  impollor  vv'honi 
they  had  brought  to  defraud  her  forrow.  Trunnion 
was  confounded  at  this  unacco\mtable  paflion,  which  had 
Tfio  other  foundation  than  caprice  and  whim ;  antl  Ga- 
maliel himfelf  fo  difconcerted  and  unfettled  in  his  owii 
%J»v|)eiief,  wliich  began  to  v/^iver,  that  h^  tew  iio^  ^''^^'^  ^° 
%■  '    '  "  '  behave 
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i)ehave  towards  the  boy,  whom  his  godfather  Immedi.'^ 
ately  caiTied  back  to  the  gairilbn,  Iwearmg  all  the  way 
that  Pcriy  fhould  never  crois  their  threfhofd  again  with 
his  good -will.  Nay,  lb  much  was  he  incenfed  at  this 
ininatviral  and  abfurd  renunciation,  that  he  refilled  to 
cany  on  any  farther  correlpondtnce  with  Pickle,  until 
he  was  appealed  by  his  felicitations  and  fuhmilTion,  and 
Peregrine  owned  as  his  fon  and  heir.  But  this  acknow- 
ledgment was  msde  without  the  privity  of  liis  wife, 
whole  vicious  averhon  he  v.-as  obliged,  in  appearance, 
to  adopt.  Tiius  exiled  from  his  father's  Jiouie,  the 
young  gentleman  was  hft  entirely  to  thedilpofil  of  the 
commodore,  whole  afteftion  for  him  daily  increaled,  in- 
fomuch  that  he  could  fcarce  prevail  uponhimlelt  to  part 
with  him,  when  his  education  abfolutely  required  that 
he  fliould  be  other\vile  difpofed  of. 

In  all  probability,  this  extraordinary'  attachment 
was,  if  not  produced,  at  lea  ft  riveted,  by  that  peculiar 
turn  in  Peregrine's  Imagination,  which  we  have  already 
obfei-ved  ;  and  which,  during  his  relldence  in  the  caftle, 
appeared  Infundry  ib-atagems  hepradifed  upon  his  un- 
cle and  aimt,  under  the  aufpices  of  Mr.  Hatchway,  who 
aiTilled  him  in  the  contrivance  and  execution  of  all  his 
fch.emes.  Nor  was  Pipes  exempted  from,  a  fnare  In  their 
undertakings;  for,  being  a  trcfty  fellcv/,  net  without 
dexterity  in  feme  cafes,  and  altogether  refigned  to  their 
will,  they  found  him  a  feiTlceable  ir.ilrtmient  for  their 
pur  pole,  and  ufed  him  accordingly. 

The  firft  fam.ple  of  their  art  was  exhibited  upon  Mrs, 
Trunnion.  They  teirified  that  good  lady  v^^Ith  llrange 
nolfes  when  fhe  retired  to  her  devotion.  Pipes  was  a 
natural  genius  in  the  compoiiticn  of  dii'ccrds  5  he  could 
imitate  the  found  produced  by  the  winding  of  a  jrckj 
the  filing  of  a  law,  and  the  Iwlnglng  of  a  malefaftor 
hanging  in  chains  ;  he  could  counteifeit  the  braying  of 
an  al3,\he  icreecb.ing  of  a  night-owl,  the  cateiAvauling 
of  cats,  the  howling  cf  a  dog,  the  fqueaking  of  a  pigs 
the  crov/ing  of  a  cock :  and  he  had  learaed  the  vv^ar-hccp^ 
^^ttercd  by  thv  Indians  in  North  America.  Thefe  ta« 
■  icnt§ 
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lents  were  exerted  mcceffivay,  at  different  times  and 
places,  to  the  terror  of  Mrs.  TnnmJon,  the  dlfcompo- 
iiire  of  the  commodore  hlmfelf,  3nd  tht.  conil.rnatlon  of 
ail  the  lei-vants   in  the  caftle.     Peregrine,  with  a  fheet 
over  Jus  cloaths,  fometimes  tumhl-d  bctore  his  aunt  in 
the  twilight,  when  her  organs  of  vifion  were  a  little  Im- 
paired by  the  cordial  fhe  had  fwallowed  j  and  the  boat- 
Iwam's-mate  taught  him  to  flioe  cats  with  walmit-i'heHs, 
lo  that  they  made  a  moft  dreadftjl  clatterin<r  In  their 
noaurnal  excurfions.     The  mind   of  Mrs.  Trunnion 
was  not  a  little  difturbed  by  thefe  alarms,  wh.ich,  in  her 
opinion,  portended  the  death  of  fome  principal  perfon 
m  her  family;  fhe  redoubled  herreiio-ious  exerclles,  and 
tortihed  her  fpirits  witli  fv.ih  potations ;  nay,  fhe  began 
to  take  notice  that  Mr.  Trunnion's  ccnftitution  was 
very  much  broke,  and  feemed  diffatisfied  when  people 
oDferved  that  they  never  faw  him  lock  better.     Her 
frequent  vifits   to  the  clolet,  where  all  her  confolation 
was  depoiited,   infplred  the  confederates  with  a  device 
which  had  like  to  have  been  attended  with  tragical  con- 
iequences.     They  found  an  opportunity  to  infufe  jallap 
in  one  of  her  cafe-bottles;  am  fhe  took  fo  largely  of 
this  medicine,  that  ^.er  conltitation  had  well  nigh  fimk 
under  the  violence  of  it.  effea.     She  iuftered  a  fuccef- 
iion  of  famtmg  nts  that  redvced  her  to  the  brink  of  the 
gra.ve,  in  fplte  of  all  the  remedies  that  were  adminifler- 
ed  by  a  phyfician  who  was  called  in  the  beg-imiing  of 
her  diforder.     After  having  examined  the  Tymptoms, 
he  declared   that  the  patient  had  been  poifoned  with 
arfenic,  and  prefcribed  oily  draughts  and  lubricatino- 
mjeaions,  to  defend  tne  coats  cI  uie  ftomach  and  intelt 
tines  from  the  velhcacmg  p  uticies  of  that  pernicious 
mineral ;  at  the  fame  time  hincln?,  with  a  look  of  infi- 
nite fagacity,  that  it  was  notdiilicuk  to  divine  the  whole 
myfteiy.     He  afFefted  to  deplore  the  poor  lady,  as  if 
ihe  was  expofed  to  more  attem.pts  of  the  fame  nature ; 
thereby  glancing  obliquely  a:  the  innocent  commodore^ 
whom  the  oflicious  ion  of  .^.bulapius  fufpeaed  as  the 
author  of  this  expedient,  to  rid  hi>  hands  of  a  yoke-fei- 

lovr 
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low  for  wliom  he  was  well-known  to  have  no  great  de- 
votion. This  impertinent  and  malicious  inijiiuation 
made  Ibme  impreflion  upon  the  by-ftanders,  and  mrmfh- 
ed  ample  field  for  flander,  to  afperle  the  morals  of  Tnm- 
nion,  wiio  was  reprefented  throughout  the  whole  diil:ri6t 
as  a  monfter  of  barbarity.  Nay,  the  fufterer  herlelf, 
though  flie  behaved  with  great  decency  and  piiidence, 
could  not  help  entertaining  fome  fmall  diffidence  of  her 
hufband ;  not  that  fhe  imagined  he  had  any  defign  upon 
her  life,  but  that  he  had  been  at  pains  to  adulterate  the 
bi-andy,  with  a  view  of  detaching  her  from  that  favou- 
rite liquor. 

On  this  fuppofitlon,  flie  refolved  to  act  with  more 
caution  for  the  future,  without  fetting  en  foot  any  in- 
quiry about  the  affair :  while  the  ccm.mcdcre,  imput- 
ing her  indifpofition  to  fom^e  natural  caufe,  after  the 
danger  was  paft,  never  brftowed  a  thought  upon  the 
•fubieil ;  fo  that  the  perpetrators  were  quit  of  their  fear, 
which,  however,  had  pTUiilhed  them  fo  effccliially,  tliat 
they  never  weald  hazard  any  more  jckes  of  the  fame 
iiat\u-e. 

The  fhafts  of  their  wit  were  new  directed  againft  the 
commander  himfelf,  whom  they  teazcd  and  terrified  al- 
moft  out  of  his  fenfes.  One  day,  while  he  was  at  din- 
ner, Pipes  came  and  told  him,  that  there  was  a  perfon 
below  that  wai^ted  to  fpeak  with  him  immediately 
about  an  sffair  of  the  greateft  importance,  that  would 
admit  of  no  delay,  upon  which  he  ordered  the  itranger 
to  be  told  that  he  was  engjged,  and  that  he  muft  fend 
up  his  name  and  bufinefs.  To  this  demand  he  received 
for  anfwer  a  meffage,  importing  that  the  perfon' s  name 
was  unknown  to  him,  and  his  bufir.efs  of  fijch  a  nature, 
that  it  could  not  be  difclofed  to  any  one  but  the  ccm- 
mcdore  himfelf,  whom  he  earnellly  defired  to  fee  with- 
out lofs  of  time. 

Tmnnion,  fui-prized  at  this  importrmitv,  got  up  v*^lth 
great  reluctance  in  the  middle  of  his  meal,  arid  deicend- 
ing  to  a  parlour  where  the  ftraneer  was,  alked  in  a  furly 
tons  what  he  wanted  v/ith  him  in  fuch  a  damned  hurry, 

that 
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that  he  co\iM  not  wait  till  he  had  made  an  end  of  hi* 
mefs.  The  other,  not  at  all  dlfconcerted  at  this  rough 
addrefs,  advanced  clofe  up  to  him  on  his  tiptoes,  and 
with  a  look  of  confidence  and  conceit,  laying  his  mouth 
to  one  fide  of  the  commo<lore''s  head,  whifpered  foftly 
in  his  ear,  *  Sir,  I  am  the  attorney  whom  you  wanted 
to  converfe  v/ith  in  private.' — '  The  attorney!'  cried 
Trunnion,  ftaring  and  half  chcaked  with  cholei-.  « Yes, 
Sir,  at  your  fervice,'  replied  this  retainer  to  the  law  j 
*  and  if  you  pleafe,  the  fconer  we  difpatch  the  affair  the 
better  j  for  it  is  an  old  obf.rrvation,  that  delay  breeds 
danger.' — *  Truly,  brother,'  faid  the  commodore,  who 
could  no  Icr.ger  contain  himfelf,  *  I  do  confefs  that  I 
am  ver)'  much  of  your  way  of  thinking,  d'ye  fee;  and 
therefore  you  fliall  be  difpatchtd  in  a  trice,  fo  faying, 
he  lifted  up  his  walking  ftaff,  which  was  fomething  be- 
tween a  crutch  and  a  cudgel,  and  difchai-ged  it  with 
fuch  energy  on  the  feat  of  the  attorney's  underftanding, 
that  if  there  had  been  any  thing  but  fclid  bone,  the  con- 
tents of  his  fkull  muft  have  been  evacuated. 

Fortified  as  he  was  by  nature  againft  all  fuch  aifaults, 
he  could  not  withftand  the  momentum  of  the  blow, 
which  in  an  inilant  laid  him  flat  on  the  floor,  deprived 
of  all  fenfe  and  motion ;  and  Ti-unnion  hopped  up  flairs 
to  dinner,  applauding  himfc;lf  in  ejaculations  all  the  way 
for  the  vengeance  he  had  taken  on  fuch  an  impudent 
pettifogging  mifcreant. 

The  attorney  no  fooner  av/aked  fi'om  his  trance,  into 
which  he  had  been  fo  unexpe6ledly  lulled,  that  he  call 
his  eyes  around  in  queft  of  evidence,  by  which  he  might 
be  enabled  the  more  eafily  to  prove  the  inmry  he  had 
fuilained ;  but  not  a  ibul  appearing,  he  made  fhift  to 
get  upon  his  legs  again,  and  with  the  blood  trickling 
over  his  nofe,  followed  one  of  the  iervants  into  the  din- 
ing-room, refolved  to  come  to  an  explanation  with  the 
aflailant,  and  either  extort  money  from  him  by  way  of 
fatisfaclion,  or  provoke  him  to  a  fecond  application  be- 
fore witnelTes.  With  this  view  he  entered  tlie  room  in 
9.  peal  of  clamour,  to  the  amazement  of  all  prefent,  and 

til? 
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tlie  terror  of  Kirs.  Trunnion,  who  fln-ieked  at  the  ap- 
pearance of  fuch  a  fpeftacle  j  and  addreffing  himfclf  to 
the  commodore,  '  I'll  tell  you  what,  Sir,'  laid  he,  <  if 
there  be  law  in  England,  I'll  make  you  fmart  for  this 
here  aflault  j  you  think  you  have  fcreened  younclf  from 
a  prolecution,  by  fending  all  your  fervants  out  of  the 
way,  but  that  circumilance  will  appear  upon  trial  to  be 
a  plain  proof  of  the  malice  prepenle  with  which  the  faft 
was  committed :  efpecially  wlien  corroborated  by  the 
evidence  of  this  here  letter,  under  your  own  hand, 
whereby  I  am  defu'ed  to  come  to  your  own  houle  to 
tranfaft  an  affair  conkquence.'  So  faying,  he  produced 
the  writing,  and  read  the  contents  in  theie  words : 

*    MR.    ROGER    RAVINE, 
*  SIR, 

'  BEING  in  a  manner  prifoner  in  my  owh 
«  houfe,  I  deiire  you  will  give  me  a  call  precifely  at 

*  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  inult  upon  feeing 

*  myfclf,  as  I  Ijave  an  affair  of  great  confequence,  in 

*  which  you.r  paiticular  advice  is  wanted  by  your  hum- 

*  ble  fervant, 

«    HAWSER    TRUNNION.' 

The  one-eyed  commander,  wlio  had  been  fatisfied 
with  tlie  chaltifement  he  had  already  beftowed  upon  the 
plaintiff,  hearing  him  read  this  audacious  piece  of  for- 
gery, which  he  confidered  as  the  eifed  of  his  own  vil- 
lainy, ftarted  up  from  table,  and  ieizing  a  huge  turkey 
that  lay  in  a  dilh-  before  him,  would  have  applied  it 
fauce  and  all  by  way  of  poultice  to  his  wound,  had  he 
not  been  reftrained  by  Hatchway,  who  laid  fali  hold  on 
both  his  arms>  and  fixed  him  to  his  chair  again,  advif- 
ing  the  attorney  to  fheer  off  with  what  he  had  got.  Far 
from  following  this  falutary  counfel,  he  redoubled  his 
threats,  and  let  Tiimnion  at  defiance  j  telHng  him  he  was 
not  a  man  of  ti-ue  courage,  although  he  had  commanded  a 
Ihip  of  war,  or  elfe  he  v/ould  not  have  attacked  any  perfoa 
in  fuch  a  clandeiline  and  cowardly  manner.  This  pro- 
Tocation  would  have  anfwered  his  purpcfe  efteclually, 

had 
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liad  not  his  adverfary's  indignation  been  reprefled  by  tlie 
fuggeftions  of  the  lieutenant,  who  defired  his  friend  in  a 
whiipei-  to  be  eafV,  for  he  woxild  take  care  to  have  the 
attoj-ney  toiled  in  a  blanket  for  his  prefumption.  This 
piopofal,  which  he  received  with  great  approbation, 
pacified  hint  in  a  moment  5  he  v/Iped  the  fweat  from  his 
forehead,  and  his  features  relaxed  into  a  grim  finile. 

Hatchway  difappeared,  and  Ravine  proceeded  with 
great  fluency  of  abufe,  until  he  was  internxpted  by  the 
arrival  of  Pipes ;  who,  w'ithout  any  expoftulation,  led 
him  out  by  the  hand,  and  conducted  him  to  the  yard, 
where  he  was  put  into  a  carpet,  and  in  a  twinkling  fent 
into  the  air  by  the  ftrength  and  dexterity  of  five  ftout 
operators,  whom  the  lieutenant  had  felefted  from  the 
number  of  domefticks  for  that  lingular  fpell  of  duty. 

In  vain  did  the  aftonifhed  vaulter  beg  for  the  love  of 
God  and  pailion  of  Chrift,  that  they  would  take  pity 
upon  him,  and  put  an  end  to  his  involuntaiy  gambols ; 
they  were  deaf  to  his  prayers  and  protellations,  even 
when  he  fwore  in  the  moft  folenm  m.anner,  that  if  they 
would  ceale  tormenting  him,  he  would  forget  and  for- 
give what  v/as  paft,  and  depart  in  peace  to  his  ov^^n  ha- 
bitation; and  continued  the  game  till  tliey  were  fatigued 
with  the  cxerciie. 

Ravine  being  difmifled  in  a  moft  melancholy  plight, 
brought  an  ai'tion  of  affault  and  batteiy  againft  the 
commodore,  and  lubpcsnaed  all  tlie  fervants  as  evidences 
in  the  caufe ;  but  as  none  of  them  had  feen  what  hap- 
pened, he  did  not  find  his  account  in  the  profecution, 
though  he  himfelf  examined  the  witneffes  ;  and  among 
other  queitions,  alked  whether  they  had  not  feen  him 
come  in  like  another  man ;  and  whether  they  had  ever 
feen  any  other  man  in  fuch  a  condition  as  that  in  which 
he  had  crawled  off.  But  this  laft  interrogation  they 
were  not  obliged  to  anfwer,  becaui'e  it  had  reference  to 
the  lecond  dii'cipline  he  had  undergone,  in  which  they, 
and  they  only  were  concerned  ;  and  no  peribn  is  boimd 
to  give  teftimony  againft  himfelf. 

In  fliort,  the  attorney  was  nonfuited,  to  the  fatisfac* 

tion 
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tlon  of  all  who  knew  him ;  and  found  hhnfelf  under  tb^ 
necelTit^-  of  proving  that  he  had  received  in  courfe  of 
poft,  the  letter  which  was  declared  in  court  a  fcan- 
calous  rorgery,  in  order  to  prevent  an  indiament  with 
whicu  he  was  threatened  by  the  commodore,  who  little 
dreamed  that  the  whole  affair  had  been  planned  and  ex- 
ecuted by  Peregiine  and  his  affociates. 

The  next  enterprize  hi  which  this  triumvirate  en- 
gaged, was  a  fcheme  to  frighten  Trunnion  vvith  an  ap- 
pai-ition,  which  they  prepared  and  exhibited  in  this 
mamier.     To  the  hide  of  a  large  ox,  Pipes  fitted  a  lea- 
thern vizor  of  a  moft  ten-ible  appearance,   lb-etched  on 
thejawsof  afh.ark,  which  he  had  brought  from  fea, 
smd  accommodaced  with  a  couple  of  broad  glafles  in- 
ftead  of  eyes.  On  the  mfide  of  thel'e  he  placed  two  rufh- 
ligiits  ;  and  with  a  com.pofition  of  fuiphur  and  Talepofj.. 
made  a  pretty  large  fofe,  which  he  fixed  bet^veen  Vwo 
rows  of  the  teeth      This  equipage  being  finiflied,  he, 
one  dark  night  cholen  for  the  purpole,  put  it  on:  and 
toilowmg  the  commodore  into  a  long  paflhge.  In  which 
lie  was  preceded  by  Peny  with  a  light  in  his  hand, 
kindleo.  his  fire-work  with  a  match,  and  beo-an  to  bel- 
low like  a  bull.     The  boy,  as  was  conceited,  lookino- 
behind  him,   Icreamed  aloud,  and  drcpued  the  light'' 
v^hich  was  exdng^jiflied  in  the  fall;  when  Tnmnion! 
alarmed  at  his   nephew's    confteraation,   exclaimed— 
*  Zounds  !  what's  the  matter  ?'     And  turning  about  ^o 
fee  tne  cauie  of  his  difmay,  beheld  a  hideous  phantom 
yomitmg  blue  fiame,  which  aggravated  the  hoirors  of 
itsaipea      He  was  infcantly  icized  with  an  agony  of 
fear,  which  divclted  him  of  his  reaibn;  nevefthelefs, 
he,  as  It  were  mechanicaUy,  raifed  his  tmfly  fupporter 
131  his  own  aetence,  and  the  apparition  advancino-  to- 
wards him,  aimed  It  at  this  dreadful  annoyance^vlth 
iiich  a  ccnvaifive  exertion  of  ftieng'di,  that  had  not  the 
blew  chanced  to  light  upon  one  of  the  horns,  Mr.  Pipes 
would  have  had  no  caufe  to  value  himfeif  upon  his  in- 
vention.    Mifapplled  as  it  was,  he  did  not  fail  to  llao-. 
ger  at  the  fiicck,  and  dreading  another  fiigh  falutatioS, 
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cloied  with  the  commodore,  and  having  tripped  up  his 
heels,  retreated  with  great  expedition. 

It  was  then  that  Peregrine,  pretending  to  reccdea 
himfelf  a  little,  ran  with  all  the  marks  of  diilurbance 
and  affright,  and  c;dled  up  the  fervants  to  the  aiiiftance 
of  their  mailer,  whom  they  foivnd  in  a  cold  Iweat  upon 
the  floor,  his  features  betokening  horror  and  contulion. 
Hatchway  railed   him.  up,  and  having  comiorted  hmi 
with  a  CUV  of  Nantz,  began  to  enquire  mto  the  cauieot 
his  diforder;  but  he  could  not  extraft  one  word  ot  an 
anfwer  from  liis  friend ;  who,  after  a  coniiderable  pauie, 
during  which  he  leemed  to  be  wrapped  up  in  profound 
contemplation,  pronouncedalcud—'  By  tne  i^oixil  Jack, 
YOU  may  fay  what  you  wool;  but  TU  be  damned  if  it 
was  not  Da^/v  Jones  himfelt.     I  know  him  by  his  fau- 
cer-eyes,  his'  three  rows  of  teeth,  his  ^^^ras  and  tail, 
and  the  blue  fmoke  that  came  out  of  his  noftrus.  What 
does  the  black-guard  hell's-baby  want  with  me  ?    1  m 
fure  I  never  committed  murder,  except  m  the  way  of 
mv  profefficn,   not  wi-onged    ai^y   nir.n  whatiomever, 
llnce  I  hriiwent  to  fea.'    -This  iam.eDavy  Jones,  ac- 
cording to  the  mythology  of  failors,  is  the  fiena  that 
prefides  over  all  the  evil  fpirlts  of  the  deep,  and  is  often 
leen  in  various  faapes,  paching  among  tiie  riggmg  on 
tlie  e^t  of  hurricanes,  fiiip-wrccks,  and  other  diiakers 
to  which  a  fea-fai-ing  life  is  expofedj^  j-arnmg  thede- 
^'oted  ^vretch  of  death  and  nvoe.     No  wonder,  then, 
that  Trumiion  was  difturbal  by  a  %pofed  viiit  of  .hts 
daemon  j  which  in  his  opinion,  toreboaea  iomc  areau- 

ful  calamity. 

CHAP.    XIV. 

He  is  alfo  by  their  D^a^ice  engaged  in  an  Adventure 
cvjtth  the  Excifeman,  ^-vfoo  does  not  find  his  Acccuru  in 
his  O'xvn  Drollery.  , 

HOWEVER  prcDofterous  and  unaccountable  .hat 
paiTion  may  be,'  which  prompts  perfons,  otherwile 
reneious  and  iympathizing,  to  athicr  and  perplex  their 
fellow-creatures,. certain  it  is,  cur  ccnrederates  ent^ 
tained  fuch  a  large  proportion  of  it,  that  not  fatisfted 
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*»/!tii  the  pranks  they  had  aheady  played,  they  ftlll  per- 
fecuted  the  commodore  without  ceaiino;.  In  the  courfe 
cf  his  ovm  hlftoiy,  the  particulars  of  which  he  delighted 
to  recount,  he  had  often  rcheaifed  an  adventure  of  deer- 
ftealing,  in  wliich  (during  the  unthinking  impetuonty 
of  his  youth)  he  had  been  unfortunately  concerned.  Far 
fi-cm  fucceediiig  hi  that  atchieveinent,  he  and  his  affo- 
ciates  had  (it  fecms)  been  made  prifoner,  after  an  obfti- 
nate  engagement  with  the  keepers,  and  carried  before  a 
neighbouring  juftice  of  the  peace,  who  ufed  Trunnion 
with  great  indignity,  and  with  his  companions  com-. 
niittedhim  tojail. 

His  own  relations,  and  in  particular  an  imcle  on 
"  whom  he  chiefly  depended,  treated  him  during  his  con- 
finement with  great-  rigour  and  inhumanity,  and  abfo- 
Jutely  refuied  to  interpofe  his  influence  in  h's  behalf, 
iinlefs  he  would  fign  a  writing,  obliging  himfelf  to  go 
to  {ea  wi+hin  thirty  days  after  his  releafe,  under  the  pe- 
nalty of  being  proceeded  againft  as  a  felon.  The  al- 
ternative wds  either  to  undergo  this  voluntary  exile,  or 
remain  in  prifon  difowned  aiid  deferred  by  every  body, 
snd  after  ail  fuffer  ?ji  ignominious  trial,  that  might 
end  in  a  fentence  of  tranfportation  for  life.  He  the'i-e- 
fore,  v/ithout  much  heiitation,  embraced  the  propoial 
of  his  kinimaji,  and  (as  he  obferved)  was  in  iei^s  than  a 
month  after  his  difcharge  tunied  adrift  to  the  mercy  of 
the  wind  and  waves. 

Since  that  period  he  had  never  maintained  any  corre- 
fpondence  with  his  relations,  all  of  whom  had  concur- 
red In  fending  him  off;  nor  ^voxxld  he  ever  pay  the  leaft 
regard  to  the  humiliations  and  fuppl "cations  of  fome 
among  them,  who  hac^proftrated  themftlves  befojrc  hini 
on  the  advancement  of  his  fortune:  but  he  retained  a 
mcft  Inveterate  refentmxnt  ag-a.inft  his  uncle,  wlio  was 
ftill  In  being,  though  extremely  old  and  infiiTu,  and 
fi-equently  mentioned  his  name  with  all  the  bittemefs  of 
revenger. 

Perry  being  perfeaiy  well  acquainted  with  the  parti- 
culars of  this  ftoiy,  which  he  had  heard  lb  often  repeat- 
Ha  ed. 


'gg  PEREGRINE   PICKLE. 

ed,  propofed  to  Hatchway,  that  a  perfon  flioiild  be  hired 
to  hitroduce  hlmfelf  to  the  commodore,  with  a  fuppoii- 
titloiis  letter  of  recommendation  from  this  detefted  kinf- 
man-,  an  impofition  that^  in  all  likelihood,  would  afford 
abimdance  of  diverfion. 

The  lieutenant  relifned  the  fcheme,  and  young  Pickle 
having  com.pofed  an  epiftle  for  the  occaiwn,  the  excife- 
man  of  the  parifli,  a  fellow  of  great  im.pudence,  and 
feme  Immovir,  in  whom  Hatchway  co.uld  confide,  un- 
dertook to  tranfcribe  and  deliver  it  with  h'S  ovm  hand, 
and  alio  perfonate  the  man  in  whofe  favour  it  was  feign-. 
ed  to  be  writ.     He,  accordingly,  one  morning  amved 
on  horfeback  at  the  gaixifon,  tv/o  hours  at  leaft  before 
Trunnion  ufed  to  get  up,  and  gave  Pipes,  who  admit- 
ted him,  to  underftand,  that  he  had  a  letter  for  his  ma- 
fter,  which  he  was  ordered  to  deliver  to  none  but  the 
commodore  himfelf.  This  raeflage  xvas  no  fooner  com- 
municated, than  the  indignant  chief  (who  had  been 
waked  for  the  purpofe)  began  to  curie  the  meficnger 
for  breaking  his  retl,  and  fwore  he  would  not  budge  till 
his  ufaal  time  of  turning  out.     This  refolution  bcirg 
conveyed  to  the  ftranger,  he  defired  the  caiTier  to  go 
back  and  tell  him,  he  had  fuch  joyful  tidings  to  impart, 
that  he  was  fure  the  commodore  would  thmk  him.felt 
happily  rewarded  for  his  trouble,  even  if  he  had  been 
raifed  from  the  grave  to  receive  them. 

This  affurance,  flattering  as  it  was,  would  not  have 
been  powerful  enough  to  perfuade  him,  had  it  not  been 
affifted  with  the  exhortations  of  his  fpoufe,  which  never 
failed  to  influence  his  conduft.  He  therefore  crept  out 
of  bed,  though  not  without  great  repugnance,  and 
wrappin.g  hinifelf  in  his  morning  gown,  was  fupported 
downftalrs,  rubbing  his  eye,  yawning  fearfully,  and 
gmmbling  all  the  way.  As  foon  as  he  popped  his  head 
into  the  parlour,  the  ihppofed  ftranger  made  many  auk- 
ward  bows,  and  with  a  gi-imimg  afpe6l  accoftei  him  m 
thefe  words—*  Your  moft  humble  fei-vant,  moft  noble 
commodore !  I  hope  you  are  in  good  health  j  you  lock 
pure  and  hearty  j  and  if  it  was  not  for  that  misfortune 
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©f  your  eye,  one  \vo\i!d  rot  defire  to  fee  a  more  pleafant 
countenance  in  a  iummer's  day.  Siu'e  as  I  am  a  living 
foul,  one  would  take  you  to  be  on  this  iide  of  three- 
fcore.  Laud  help  iis !  I  faqjuld  have  known  you  to 
have  been  a  Tir.nnion  if  I  had  met  with  you  in  the 
midll  of  Saliibury  Plain,  as  the  faying  is.'  The  com- 
modore, who  was  not  at  all  in  the  hum.our  of  reliihing 
fuch  an  impertinoit  preamble,  interrupted  him  in  this 
place,  faying,  with  a  peevilh  accent — '^Pfnaw!  pfli.iw ! 
brother,  there's  no  cccafion  to  bowfs  out  io  much  nn- 
neceflary  gum;  if  you  can't  bring  your  difcourfe  to  bear 
on  tlie  right  Ilibjeft,  you  had  m-uch  better  clap  a  ftop- 
per  on  your  tongue,  and  bring  yourfelf  up,  d'ye  fee :  I 
was  told  you  had  fomethingto  deliver.' — -Deliver!' 
cried  the  waggifh  impoftcr,  '  odds  heart !  I  have  got 
fomething  fcr  you  that  will  make  your  verv  entrails  re- 
joice within  yoi-.r  body.  Here's  a  letter  from  a  dear 
and  worthy  friend  of  yoiu-s.  Take,  read  it,  and  be 
happy.  BiefTings  on  his  old  heart,  one  would  think  he 
had  renewed  his  age,  like  the  eagles.'  Tnumion's  ex- 
pefticn  being  thus  railed,  he  called  for  his  fpeftacles, 
adjufted  them  to  his  eye,  took  the  letter,  and  being  cu- 
rious to  know  the  flibfcription,  no  fooner  perceived  his 
tmcle's  name,  than  he  Itarted  back,  his  lip  quivered, 
and  he  began  to  fliake  in  every  limb  with  refentment 
and  iui-prize :  neverthelefs,  eager  to  knov/  the  fiibjecl 
of  an  epiille  from  a  perfon  who  had  never  before  trou- 
bled him  with  any  fort  of  addrefs?  he  endeavoured  to 
recolle'ft  liiirdelf,  and  peruled  die  contents,  which  were 
theie — 

*    LOVING    NEPHEW, 

'  I  DOUBT  not  but  you  will  rejoice  to  hear 
'  of  my  welfare ;  and  well  you  may,  coniider ing  what  a 

*  kind  uncle  I  have  been  to  you  in  the  days  of  vour 
*5-outh,  and  how  little  you  defeived  any  fuch  thing  j 

*  for  you  always  was  a  gracelefs  young  man,  given  to 

*  wicked  courfes  and  bad^com.pany,  whereby  you  would 

*  have  come  to  a  ilianiiful  end,  had  it  not  been  for  my 

H  3  '  care 
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«  care  in  fending  you  cut  of  mifchiers  way.  But  this 
i  is  not  the  caule  of  my  prefent  writing.  The  bearer, 
«  Mr.  Timothy  Trickle,  is  a  diftant  relation  of  yours, 

<  being  the  f<;n  of  the  couiin  of  your  aunt  Margeiy,  and 

*  is  not  over  and  above  v^U  as  to  worldly  matters.  He 

<  thinks  of  going  to  London,  to  fee  for  fome  pofl  in  the 

*  excife  or  cuftoms,  if  fo  be  that  you  will  recommend 

*  him  to  fome  great  man  cf  your  acquaintance,  and  give 

*  him  a  fm.all  matter  to  keep  him  till  he  is  provided.     I 

*  doubt  not,  nephew,  but  you  will  be  glad  to  ferve  hiin, 
'  if  it  was  no  more  but  for  the  refpe6l  yo\i  bear  to  m.e, 

*  who  am,  loving^  nephew,  your  affectionate  uncle,  and 

*  fervant  to  command,  ,  ^^^^  ^^  trunnion.' 

It  would  be  a  dliHcult  talk  for  the  inimatable  Hogarth 
himfelf  to  exhibit  the  ludicrous  expreflion  of  the  com- 
modore's coxmtenance  while  he  read  this  letter.  It  was 
not  a  ftare  of  aftoniihraent,  a  convnlfion  of  rage,  or  a 
ghaiHv  grin  cf  revenge,  but  an  aflcciation  of  all  tiu-te, 
that  took  poff-^ffionofhis  features.  At  length  he  hawk- 
ed up,  v/ith  incredible  draining,  the  hiterje6lion — ^  Ahl"* 
th?.t  leemed  to  have  fl:uck  fome  time  in  his  windpipe, 
and  tlius  gave  vent  to  his  indignation — '  Have  I  come 
along  fide  of  you  at  Inil,  you  old  ftinking  cunnudgeonl 
you  lie,  you  loufy  hulk,  ye  lie !  you  did  all  in  your 
power  to  founder  me  when  I  was  a  ftripling ;  and  a? 
for  being  gracelefs,  and  wicked,  and  keeping  bad  ccm.- 
pany,  you  tell  a  damned  lie  again,  you  tliief !  there  was 
)iot  a  inore  peaceable  lad  in -the  county,  and  I  kept  no 
bad  company  but  your  own,  d'ye  fee.  Therefore,  you 
Trickle,  or  v/hat's  your  name,  tell  the  old  rafcal  that 
ilnt  you  hither,  that  I  fpit  in  his  face,  and  call  him 
boi'fi;j  and  that  I  tear  his  letter  into  rags,  fo;  and  that 
I  ti-ample  upon  it  as  I  would  upon  his  own  villainous 
carcafe,  d'ye  fee!'  So  faying,  he  danced  in  a  fort  cf 
frenzy  upon  the  fragm.ents  of  the  paper,  which  he  had 
fcattered  about  the  room,  to  the  inexprefiible  fatisfac- 
tion  of  the  triumvirate,  who  beheld  the  fcene. 

The  exclferaaai  having  got  between  him  and  the  door, 

which 


tlier  Trickle,  an't  ye  ?'  faid  Tiimnion,  inteniipting  him  | 
*  we  fiiall  fa-id  a  poll  for  you  iii  a  trice,  my  boy.  Here, 
Pipes,  take  this  iaucy  fon  of  a  bitch,  belay  him  to  the 
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whtch  v/as  left  open  for  his  efcape,  in  cafe  of  neceffity, 
2ffc61:ed  great  confuilon  and  lurprize  at  his  behaviour, 
faying-,  with  an  air  of  moitiiicatioa — «  Lord  be  merci- 
fyj  unto  me !  is  this  the  v/ay  you  treat  your  ov/n  rela- 
tions, and  the  recommendation  of  your  beft  friend? 
Surely  .all  gratitude  and  virtue  has  left  this  fmful  world! 
What  v/ill  Goulin  Tim,  and  Dick,  and  Tom,  and  good 
mother  Pipkin,  and  her  daughters,  coufmSue,  and  Pnie, 
and  Peg,  with  all  the  reft  of  our  kinsfolks  fay,  when 
they  hear  of  this  unconfcionable  reception  that  I  have 
rcet  with?  Confider,  Sir,  that  ingratitude  is  vvorfe  than 
tht  fin  of  witchcraft,  as  the  apoftie  wllely  obferves ;  and 
do  not  fend  me  away  with  fuch  unchrlftian  ufage,  which 
v/ill  lay  a  heavy  load  of  guilt  upon  your  poor  miferable 
foul/ — '  What,  you  are  on  the  cruize  for  a  poll,  bro- 

erTric'  '         "■       -•-•""         •       ■  ■      -  - 

Are  fiiall 
J^ipes,  take  Liui.  id.u<jy  ivn  ui  a  oiccn,  oeiay 
wliipping-poft  in  the  yai'd.  I'll  teach  you  to  rowce 
me  in  the  morning  with  fuch  impertinent  meflages.' 
Pipes,  who  wanted  to  carry  the  joke  farther  than 
tl:e  excifeman  dreamed  of,  laid  hold  of  him  in  a  twink- 
ling J  ajid  executed  the  orders  of  his  commander,  not- 
withftandlng  ail  his  nods,  winking,  and  fignificant 
geftures,  which  the  boatfwain's  mate  would  by  no 
ineans  underftand:  fo  that  he  began  to  repent  of  the 
part  he  acled  in  this  peitormance,  which  was  like  to 
end  fo  tragically,  and  ftood  fattened  to  the  flake,  in  a 
veiT  difagi-eeable  ftate  of  faipenfe;  cafting  many  a  me- 
tui  look  oyer  his  left-fhoulder,  (while  Pipes  was  abfent 
m  quell  of  a^cat  and  nine  tails)  in  expeSlatlcn  of  being 
relieved  by  the  interpofition  of  tlie  lieutenant,  who  did 
not,  however,  appear.  Tom  returning  with  the  Inlli-u- 
'ment  of  coiTeolion,  undrefied  the  delinquent  in  a  trice, 
and  whifpering  in  his  ear  that  he  was  very  ibriy  for  be- 
ing employed  in  Rich  an  office,  butdurft  not  for  his  foul 
dilobey  the  orders  of  his  commander,  flourlfiied  the 
fcourge  about  his  head,  and  with  admirable  dexterity 
made  fuch  a  fmart  application  to  the  ciiender's  back 

ar4 
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xnd  fhouklers,  that  the  diib-aftedgaugerperroiTned  ftin- 
diy  new  cuts  with  his  feet,  and  bellowed  hideoully  witA 
pain,  to  the  infinite  fatisfaclion  of  the  fpeftators.  At 
leng-th,  when  he  was  aimolt  flayed  from  the  mrap  to  the 
nape  of  his  neck,  Hatchway,  wiio  had  piupofely  ab- 
fented  hitnfelf  hitherto,  appeared  in  the  yard,  and  in- 
terpoilng  in  his  behalf,  prevailed  upon  Trannion  to  call 
off  the  executioner,  and  ordered  the  malefaftor  to  be  re- 
leafed. 

The  excifeman,  mad  with  the  cataftrophe  he  had  un- 
dergone, threatened  to  be  revenged  iipon  his  employers, 
by  making  a  candid  confefiion  of  the  whole  plot;  but 
the  lieutenant  giving  him  tounderitand,  tiiat  in  fo  do- 
ing he  would  bring-uponhimfelf  a  profecution  tor  fraud, 
forgery,  and  impofture,  he  was  fain  to  put  up  witli  his 
fofs,  and  fneaked  out  of  the  garrifon,  attended  witii  a 
T'olley  of  curfes  difcharged  upon  him  by  the  commo- 
dore, who  was  exceedingly  irritated  by  the  diilurb;  nee 
and  difappointment  he  had  undergone. 

CHAP.    XV. 
The  Commodore  detects  the  Mackinat'iGns  of  the  Confti- 

rators,  aiid  hires  a  'Tutor  for  Feregrinej  <ivko?n  he  fet- 

tks  at  IVinchefer  School. 
'T^HIS  was  not  the  lealt  afSifllon  he  fuffered  from  the 
-"-  unwearied  endeavours  and  inexhaufted  inventi-r.^nof 
his  tormentors,  who  harrafied  him  with  fucli  a  variety 
of  mifchievous  pranks,  that  he  began  to  think  all  the 
devils  in  hell  had  confpired  againft  his  peace  5  and  ac- 
cordingly became  very  ferious  and  contemplative  on  the 
fu  bjeft. 

In  the  courfe  of  his  meditations,  when  he  recoUefted 
and  compared  the  circimiitances  of  every  m.ortification 
to  which  he  had  been  lately  expofed,  he  could  not  help 
fujpefting  that  fome  of  them  muft  have  been  contrived 
to  vex  him  j  and  as  he  was  not  ignorant  of  his  lieuten- 
ant's difpoiition,  nor  unacquainted  with  the  tjknts  of 
Peregrine,  he  refolved  to  obferve  them  both  for  the  fu- 
ture with  the  utmoll  care  and  circumfpeclion.  This 
^.eibiution,  aided  by  the  incautious  condu'5l  of  the  con- 

fpirators. 
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fpirators,  wliom,  by  this  time,  iiiccefs  had  rendered 
heedlefs  and  indifcreet,  was  attended  with  the  deiired 
eftl>5t.  He  in  a  little  time  detected  Pcriy  in  a  new 
plot,  and  by  dint  of  a  lit-tle  chaltifement,  ^and  a  great 
many  t!ir!.".ts,  extorted  from  him  a  confrfHon  of  zll  the 
contrivances  in  which  he  had  been  concerned.  The 
eommodore  was  thnnder-ftnick  at  the  difcoveiy,  and 
fo  much  jncenfed  ag'/mft  Hatchwav  for  thenart  he  had 
a6ted  in  tiie  whole,  that  he  deliberated  with  himfelf, 
whether  he  ihoxild  demand  fatisfaction  with  fv/ord  and 
piftol,  or  diimifs  him  fi'om  the  garriibn,  and  renounce 
all  friendihip  with'him  at  once.  But  he  had  been  fo 
long  accuftomed  to  Jack's  company,  th:it  he  could  not 
live  Without  him ;  and  vipon  more  cool  refleftion,  per^ 
ceiving  that  what  he  had  done  was  rather  the  effeft  of 
wantonneis  than  malice,  which  he  him.iLlf  fhould  have 
laugici  to  fe.e  take  place  upon  any  other  per.bn,  he  de- 
termined to  devour  his  chagrin,  and  extend  his  forgive- 
neis  even  to  Pipes,  whom,  in  the  firil:  fally  of  his  paf- 
fion,  he  had  looked  upon  in  a  more  criminal  light  than 
^hat  of  a  iimple  mutineer.  This  determinaLion  was 
feconded  by  ajiother,  which  he  thought  abfolutely  ne- 
cefiarv  for  his  own  repofe,  and  in  which  his  own  in- 
terell  and  that  of  his  nephew  concvared. 

Peregrine,  who  was  now  turned  of  twelve,  had  made 
fuch  advances  under  the  in-ftru6tions  of  Jennings,  that 
he  often  disputed  upon  grammar,  and  was  fometimes 
thought  to  have  the  better  in  his  contefts,  with  the  pa-» 
rhh  prielt ;  who,  notwithdanding  this  acknowledged 
fuperiority  of  his  antagonid,  did  great  juftice  to  his 
genius,  which  he  allured  Mr.  Trunnion  would  be  lofl: 
for  want  of  cultivation,  if  the  boy  was  not  immedi- 
ately fent  to  proi'ecute  his  ftudies  at  fome  proper  femi- 
jiary  of  learning. 

This  maxim  had  been  more  than  once  inculcated  up- 
on the  commodore  by  Mrs.  Trannioni  who,  over  and 
above  the  deference  fhe  paid  to  the  parfon's  opinion, 
had  a  reafon  of  her  own  for  wifhuig  to  fee  the  houfe 
Ckaj:  of  Peregrine,  at  whofe  prying  difpofition  ihe  be^ 
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jan  to  be  very  unealy.  Induced  by  thefe  motives, 
v/hich  were  joined  by  the  felicitation  of  the  youth  him- 
Utlfj  who  ardently  longed  to  fee  a  little  more  of  the 
world,  his  uncle  determined  forthwith  to  fend  him  to 
Wincheilcr,  under  the  immediate  care  and  infpeftion 
of  a  governor,  to  wliom  he  allowed  a  veiy  handiome 
ap})ointment  for  that  prrpofe.  This  gentlcman,\vhofc 
name  v/as  Mr.  Jacob  Joker,  had  been  Ichool-fellow 
with  the  parlbn  of  the  parifli,  who  recommended  him 
to  Mrs.  Tiimnion  as  a  perfon  of  great  worth  and  ieani- 
ing,  in  every  refpeft  qualified  for  the  office  of  a  tutor- 
He  likewife  added  by  way  of  eulog?lim,  that  he  was  a 
man  of  excmplaiy  piety,  and  particularly  zealous  for 
the  honour  of  the  church,  of  v/hich  he  was  a  m.ember, 
having  been  many  years  in  holy  orders,  tlicugh  he  did 
not  then  exercife  any  funftion  of  the  priefthood.  In- 
deed, Mr.  Joker's  zeal  was  fo  exceedingly  fervent,  as, 
on  fome  occalions,  to  get  the  better  of  his  difcretion : 
for,  being  an  high-churchman,  and  of  confequence  a 
malcontent,  his  refeiitrnent  was  habituated  into  an  iii- 
furmountable  prejudice  againft  the  prefent  difpofztion 
ot  affairs,  which,  by  confounding  the  nation  with  the 
minifby,  icmetimes  led  him.  into  erroneous,  not  to  fay 
abfurd  calculations  ;  ctherwife,  a  man  of  good  m-orais, 
well  verle<l  in  rnathema'.icks  and  fchool-divinitv,  lludies 
which  had  not  at  all  contributed  to  fweeten  and  TUihend 
the  natural  fourncfs  and  feverity  of  his  ccmiplexion. 

This  gentleman  being  deftined  to  the  charge  of  iu- 
perintendmg  Perry's  education,  ever\^  thing  v/as  pre- 
pared for  their  departure}  and  Tom' Pipes,  in  confe- 
quencc  of  his  own  petition,  put  into  liven/,  and  ap- 
pointed footman  to  the  young  fquire.  But,  before  they 
fet  oy.t,  the  commodore' paid  the  compliment  of  com.- 
m-...i!cating-  his  defign  to  Mr.  Pickle,  who  approved  of 
thti.pdan,  rijyjttgh  he  durft  not  venture  to  ieetheboy; 
fc  luut-^ .  vashe  intimadated  by  the  remonftrances  of  his 
wife,  \y]io[e  averfion  to  her  fuft-bom  became  eveiy  day 
more  inveterate  and  unaccountable.  This  unnatural 
<,-aprice  feemcd  to  be  fupported  by  a  ccniidcratioii  wliich, 

one 
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«ne  \vouId  Imagine,  might  have  ratlier  vanquiflied  her 
diiguft.  Her  iecond  Ion  Gam,  who  was  now  in  the 
fourth  year  of  his  age,  had  been  rickety  from  the  cra- 
dle, and  as  remarkably  nnpromiimg  in  appearance  as 
Pcny  was  agreeable  in  his  perfon.  As  the  defonriity 
increaied,  the  motlier's  fondnels  was  augmented,  and 
the  vinilence  of  her  hate  againll  the  other  fon  feeraed 
to  prevail  in  the  fame  proportion. 

Far  from  allowing  Perry  to  enjoy  the  common  pri- 
vileges of  a  child,  fhe  woidd  not  fHtfer  him  to  approach 
his  father's  houfe,  exprefled  unealinefs  whenever  hi* 
name  happened  to  be  mentioned,  lickened  at  his  praiie, 
and  in  all  refpcfts  behaved  like  a  moft  rancorous  ftep- 
mother.  Though  fhe  no  longer  retained  that  ridicu- 
lous notion  of  his  being  an  impoftor,  fhe  ftill  continued 
to  abhor  him,  as  if  fhe  really  believed  himx  to  be  fuch ; 
and  when  anv  perfon  delli-ed  to  know  the  caufe  of  her 
fui*prizLng  diflike,  fhe  ahvays  loft  her  temper,  and  pee- 
viilily  replied,  that  fhe  had  reaions  of  her  own  j  which 
flie  was  not  obliged  to  declare  :  nay,  10  much,  was  /lie 
infc6led  by  this  vicious  partiality,  that  flie  broke  offall 
commerce  with  her  fifter-in-law  and  the  comm.odore, 
becaufe  they  favoured  the  poor  child  with  their  coun- 
tenance and  proteftion. 

Her  malice,  however,  was  fniftrated  by  the  love  and 
generofity  of  Tamnion,  who  having  adopted  hijn  as  his 
own  fon,  equipped  him  accoi-dhigly,  and  carried  him 
and  his  governor  in  his  own  coach  to  the  place  of  def- 
tinatlon,  where  they  were  fettled  on  a  very  good  foot- 
ing, and  ever)'  thing  regidated  according  to  their  deiires. 

Mrs.  Trunnion  behaved  v\dth  great  decency  at  the 
departure  of  her  nephew,  to  whom,  with  a  great  many 
pious  advices,  and  injunctions  to  behave  with  llibmif- 
iion  and  reveitnce  tov/ards  his  tutor,  fhe  prefented  a 
diamond  ring  of  fmall  value,  and  a  gold  medal,  as  to- 
kens of  her  affeclion  and  cfteem.  As  for  the  lieuten- 
ant, he  accompnjiied  them  in  the  coach ;  and  fuch  was 
the  friendlhip  he  had  contrafted  for  PeiT}',  that  when 
the  commodore  propofed  tg  return,  after  having  accoiTi- 

pllfli^ 
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pUnied  tne  intent  of  his  journey,  Jack  abfoliitely'  re- 
111  fed  to  attend  him,  and  fignified  his  refolution  to  ftay 
where  he  was. 

Trunnion  was  the  more  ftartled  at  this  declaration, 
as  Hatchway  w?s  become  ib  neceifar)'  to  him  in  almoft 
all  thi;  purpofes  oi'  his  life,  that  he  forefaw  he  fnould 
hot  be  able  to  exift  without  his  company.  Not  a  little 
affefted  with  this  confideration,  he  turned  his  eye  rue- 
fi'.llv  upon  the  lieutenant,  faying,  in  a  piteous  tone— 
/What!  leave  me  at  laft,  Jack,  after  we  have  wea- 
thered fo  many  hard  gales  togcthtr  ?  D— n  my  limbs ! 
I  tho-ught  you  had  been  more  of  an  honeft  heart :  I 
looked  upon  you  as  my  foremaft,  and  Tom  Pipes  as 
my  mizen ;  now  he  is  carried  away,  if  fo  be  as  you  go 
too,  my  ftanding  rigghig  being  decayed,  d'ye  fee,  tne 
iirft  fquall  will  bring  me  by  the  board.  D — -n  ye !  if 
in  cafe  I  have  given  offence,  can't  ye  fpeak  above- 
board,  and  I  111?  11  make  you  amends  ?' 

Jack  being  afhamed  to  o'ati  the  true  fituation  of  his 
thoughts,  after  fome  hefitation,  anlv/ered,  with  per- 
plexity and  incoherence — «  No,  damme !  that  an't  the 
cai'e  neither :  to  be  lure  you  always  ufed  me  in  an  of- 
ficer-like manner,  that  I  muft  own,  to  give  the  devil 
his  due,  as  the  faying  is  :  but  for  ail  that,  this  he)e  is 
the  cafe ;  I  have  fome  thoughts  of  going  to  fchcol  my- 
felf  to  learn  your  Latin  lingo  j  for,  as  the  faying  is, 
Better  late  mend  tho.-n  ne^ber.  And  I  am  informed  as 
how  one  can  get  m.ore  for  the  money  here  than  any 
.where  elfe.' 

In  vain  did  Tninnion  endeavour  to  convince  hira  of 
the  folly  of  going  to  fchocl  at  his  y-.ars,  by  reprefent- 
ing  that  the  boys  wouid  make  game  of  him,  and  that 
he  would  become  a  laughing-ftock  to  all  the  world :  he 
peril fted  in  his  refolution  to  ilay,  and  the  commodore 
was  fain  to  have  recourfe  to  the  mediation  of  Pipes  and 
Perry,  who  employed  their  influence  with  Jack,  ar.d  al 
lall  prevailed  upon  him  to  return  to  the  gaiTifon,  after 
Trunnion  had  promifed  he  fliould  be  at  liberty  to  vifit 
l^iera  ouee  ^  nioatha     Thisj  ilipulation  being  fettled,  he 

said 
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and  KIs  friend  took  leave  of  the  pnpil,  govenior  and 
attendant,  and  next  morning  Let  out  tor  their  habita- 
tion, which  they  reached  in  lafety  that  lame  night. 

Such  was  Hatchway's  rebalance  to  leave  Peregrine, 
that  he  is  laid,  for  the  firil  thne  in  his  life,  to  have 
looked  mifty  at  parting :  certain  I  am,  that  on  the 
road  homewards,  after  a  long  paiife  of  iilence,  which 
the  commodore  never  dreamed  of  interrupting,  he  ex- 
claimed all  of  a  fudden — '  I'll  be  damned  if  the  dog 
ha'nt  given  me  fome  ftiilf  to  make  me  love  him .  In- 
deed, there  was  fom.ething  congenial  in  thedilpofitions 
of  thefc  two  friends,  which  never  failed  to  manifeft  it- 
felf  in  the  fequel,  howfoever  different  their  education, 
circumllances,  and  connections,  happened  to  be. 

CHAP.    XVI. 
Peregrhie  diftinguijhes  kimfelf  among  kis  School-fsllovji-^ 

expofes  his  Tutor j  and  aitracis  the  particular  Notice 

of  the  Majhr. 
nPHUS  left  to  the  profecution  of  his  Ib.idles,  Pere- 
-^  grine  was  in  a  little  time  a  diftinguifhed  character, 
not  only  for  his  acutenefs  of  apprehenfion,  but  alio  for 
that  mifchievous  fertility  of  fancy,  of  which  v/e  have 
already  given  fuch  pregnant  examples.  But  as  there 
was  a  great  num.ber  of  fuch  luminaries  in  this  new 
fphere  to  which  he  belonged,  his  talents  v/ere  not  fo 
confpicuous,  while  they  flione  in  his  (ingle  capacity,  as 
they  afterwards  appeared,  when  they  concentrated  and 
reflecled  the  rays  of  the  v.'-hole  conftellation. 

At  firft  he  confined  himfeif  to  piddling  game,  exer- 
clfing  his  genius  upon  his  ov/n  tutor,  who  attra61:ed 
his  attention,  by  endeavo\n-ing  to  feaibn  his  mind  with 
certain  political  maxims,  the  fallacy  of  which  he  had 
difcernment  enough  to  perceive.  Scarce  a  day  paffed 
in  which  he  did  not  find  means  to  render  Mr.  Joker 
the  objeft  of  ridicule;  his  violent  prejudices,  ludicrous 
vanity,  aukward  folermiity,  and  ignorance  of  man- 
kind, afforded  continual  food  for  the  railleiy,  petu- 
lance, and  fatirs  of  liis  pupil,  who  never  neglefted  an 

Vol.  I,  I  oppor-. 
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opportunity  of  laughing,  and  making  others  laugh  at 
his  expence. 

Sometimes  in  their  parties,  by  mixing  brandy  in 
his  wine,  he  decoyed  this  pedagogue  into  a  debaucli, 
duriiig  which  his  caution  forfook  him,  and  he  expofed 
himfelf  to  the  cenlure  of  the  company.  Sometimes, 
when  tlie  converfation  turned  upon  intricate  fubjefts, 
lie  praftifed  upon  him  the  Socratick  method  of  confu- 
tation;  and,  imder  pretence  of  being  infonned,  by  an 
artRd  train  of  puzzling  queiVions,  infenfibly  betrayed 
him  into  felf-contradiclion. 

All  the  remains  of  authority  which  he  had  hitherto 
prefei-ved  over  Peregrine  foon  vanilhed  j  fo  that,  for 
the  future,  no  fort  of  ceremony  fublifted  between  them, 
and  all  Mr.  Joker's  precepts  were  conveyed  in  hints 
of  friendly  advice,  which  the  other  might  either  follow 
en-  neglecl  at  his  own  plealure.  No  wonder,  then,  that 
Peregrine  gave  a  ioofe  to  his  inclinations,  and  by  dint 
of  genius,  and  an  entei-prizing  temper,  made  a  figure 
among  the  younger  clafs  of  heroes  in  the  fchool. 

Before  he  had  been  a  full  year  at  Winchefter,  he  had 
,  fignaiized  himfelf  in  fo  many  atchievements,  in  defiance 
to  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  ])lace,  that  he  was 
looked  uponv/ith  admiration,  and  aftually  chofen  diiXy 
or  leader,  by  a  large  body  of  his  cotemporaries.  It 
Was  not  long  before  his  fame  reached  the  ears  of  the 
mailer,  who  fent  for  Mr.  Jolter,  communicated  to 
him  the  informations  he  had  received,  and  deiired  him 
to  check  the  vivacity  of  his  charge,  and  redouble  his 
vigilance  hi  time  to  come,  elfe  he  fhould  be  obliged  to 
make  a  publick  example  of  his  pupil  for  the  benefit  of 
the  fchool. 

The  go^'ernor,  conicious  of  his  ovv^n  un*Rnportance, 
was  not  a  little  difconcerted  at  this  injun6lion,  which 
it  was  not  in  his  power  "to  fulfil  by  any  compuliive 
5n^;ans.  He  therefore  went  home  in  a  very  penfive  mood, 
and  after  mature  deliberation,  refolved  to  expoftulate 
with  Peregrine  in  the  moft  familiar  terms,  and  endea- 
vour to  diiluade  him  from  pra^ices  which  might  affe6l 

his 
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his  chara6ler  as  well  as  interelh  He  accordino-lv 
frankly  told  him  the  liibje6l  of  the  mailer's  diicourfe, 
reprefenting  the  dilgrace  he  might  incur  by  neglefting 
this  warning;  and  putting  hira  in  mind  of  his  own 
fituation,  hinted  the  confequences  of  the  commodore ""s 
difpleaiure,  i)i  cafe  he  fhonld  be  brought  to  difapprove 
of  his  conduft.  Thefe  infnuiations  made  the  greater 
imprelTion,  as  they  were  delivered  with  many  expref- 
fiohs  of  friendfnip  and  concern .  The  young  gentleman 
was  not  lb  raw,  but  that  he  could  perceive  the  Iblidity 
of  Mr.  Joker's  advice,  to  which  he  promifed  to  con- 
form, becavife  his  pride  was  interefted  in  the  affair  r 
and  he  conhdered  his  own  reformation  as  the  only 
means  of  avoiding  that  infamy,  which  even  In  idea  he 
could  not  bear. 

His  governor,  finding  him  fo  reafonable,  profited 
by  thefe  moments  of  reflj^6tion  j  and,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent a  relapfe,  propofcd  that  he  lliould  engage  in  forae 
delightful  iludy  that  would  agreeably  amufe  his  ima- 
gijiation,  and  gradually  detach  him  from  thofe  con- 
nections which  had  involved  him  in  fo  many  troubie- 
forae  adventures.  For  this  pui-pofe  he,  with  many 
rapturous  encomiums,  recommended  themathematicks, 
as  yielding  more  rational  and  fenhble  pleafures  to  a 
youthful  fancy  than  any  other  fubjeft  of  contempla- 
tion; and  actually  begaii  to  read  Euclid  v/ith  him^he 
fame  afternoon. 

Peregrine  entered  upon  this  branch  of  learning  with 
all  that  warmth  of  application  which  boys  commonly 
yield  en  the  firil  change  of  ftudy  ;  but  he^had  fcarcely 
advanced  beyond  the  Pons  Afinorum,  when  his  ardour 
abated;  the  teftof  ti-uth  by  demonftration,  did  not  ele- 
vate him  to  thofe  tranlports  of  joy  with  which  his  pre- 
ceptor had  regaled  his  expeftation  ;  and  before  he  ar- 
rived at  the  fortieth  and  feventh  propcfition,  he  began 
to  yavm  drearily,  make  abundance  of  wiy  faces,  and 
thought  himfelf  but  indifferently  paid  for  his  atten- 
tion, when  he  fhared  the  vail  difcovtiy  of  Pythagoras, 
iind  underftood  tlut  the  fquare  of  the  hypothenufe  was 
I  a  equal 
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equal  to  the  fquarcs  of  the  other  two  iides  of  a  rlgljf-- 
angied  triangle.  He  was  afnamcu,  hov/ever,  to  fail 
in  his  undertaking,  and  perfevered  with  great  induf. 
tiTj  until  he  had  finifhed  the  firft  four  books,  acquired 
plain  trigonometry,  wih  the  method  of  algebraical  cal- 
culation, and  made  himfelf  well  acquainted  v^rith  the 
principles  of  furvcyinjj.  But  no  coniideration  could 
prevail  upon  him  '.o  extend  his  enquiries  farther  in  this 
fcience  ;  and  he  retuimed  with  double  relifti  to  h.s  for- 
mer avocations  ;  Lke  a  ftream,  which  being  daram.ed, 
accumulates  mere  force,  and  burlf  ing  over  its  mounds, 
ru/hes  down  with  dovible  impetuofity. 

Mr.  Joker  faw  with  aftonifhment  and  chagrin,  but 
CO"ld  r.ot  refift  the  torrent.  H:s  behaviour  was  now 
no  other  than  a  ieries  of  licence  and  effronteiy  5  prank 
lucceeded  prank,  and  outrage  fodowed  outrage,  with 
furprizing  ve.ocity.  Complaints  were  very  day  pre- 
ferred againlf  him ;  in  vaiu  were  adraonitio';s  beftowed 
by  the  gov-:rnor  in  private,  and  menaces  difch^rged  by 
the  maft-rs  in  publick  j  he  difregarded  the  firli,  de- 
fpifai'the  latter,  dlvefted  himfelf  of  all  manner  of  re- 
ftraint,  and  proceeded  in  hi»  career  to  fuch  a  pitch  of 
audacity,  that  a  eonfultatlon  was  held  upon  the  fub- 
jecl,  in  which  it  was  determined,  that  this  untoward 
fpirit  ihould  be  humbled  by  a  fevere  and  ignominious 
flogging  for  the  veiy  next  offence  he  fhould  commit. 
In  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Joker  was  def.red  to  write  in 
the  mailer's  name  to  the  commodore,  requeuing  him 
to  remov.  Tom  Pipes  from  the  perfon  of  his  nephew, 
the  faid  Pipes  being  a  principal  aftor  and  abettor  in  all 
his  malverfations  j  and  o  put  a  (lop  to  the  monthly  vi- 
fitations  of  the  mutilated  lieutenant,  who  had  never 
once  failed  to  wit  his  permiffion,  but  came  punftual  to 
a  day,  always  fraught  with  bme  new  invention.  In- 
deed, bv  this  time,  Mr.  Hitchway  was  as  well  known, 
and  mrich  better  beloved,  by  eveiT  boy  in  the  fchool, 
than  the  mailer  who  inftru6led  hnn,  and  abvavs  re- 
ceived by  a  number  of  fcholars,  who  uled  to  attend] 
^Peregrine  wheu  he  went  forth  to  meet  his  friend,  and  j 

conduce 
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£ondu6l  lilm  to  his  lodging  with  publick  teftlmonies  of 

joy  and  applauie. 

As  for  Tom  Pipes,  he  was  not  fo  properly  the  at- 
tendant of  Peregrine,  as  mailer  of  the  revels  to  the 
whole  fchool.  He  mingled  in  all  their  parties,  and  fn- 
perintended  the  diverhons,  deciding  between  boy  and 
boy,  as  if  he  a<51ed  by  commiHion  undf  r  the  great  feal. 
He  regulated  their  motions  by  his  whiiUe  j  inftructed 
the  young  boys  in  the  games  of  hulHe-cap,  leap-frog, 
and  chuck-farthing  j  imparted  to  thofe  of  a  m.ore  ad- 
vanced age  the  fciences  of  cribbage  and  a]l-fo\n-s,  to- 
gether with  the  method  of  ftorming  the  caftle^  acritjg 
the,  comedy  of  Prince  Arthur,  and  other  pantomimes, 
US  they  are  commionly  exhibited  at  fea  ;  and  inftru6ted 
the  ftniors,  who  were  didinguifhed  by  the  appellation 
of  bloods,  in  cudgel-playing,  dancing  the  St.  Giles's 
hornpipe,  drinking  flip,  and  frnoaking  tobacco.  Thefe 
qualifications  had  rendered  him  fo  neceifaiy  and  ac- 
ceptable to  the  fcholars,  that  exclufive  of  Periy's  con- 
cern in  the  affair,  his  d^iTiililon,  in  all  })robability, 
would  have  produced  fome  dangerous  conxailfion  in  the 
community.  Jolter,  therefore,  knowing  his  import- 
ance, informed  his  pupil  of  the  directions  he  had  re- 
ceived, and  very  candidly  afked  how  he  fhoukl  demean 
himfelf  in  the  execution  j  for  he  durll  not  write  to  the 
cornmodore  without  this  previous  notice,  fearing  that 
the  young  gentleman,  as  foon  as  lie  fliould  get  an  ink- 
ling of  the  affair,  would  follow  tlic  example,  and  make 
his  uncle  acquainted  with  certain  anecdotes,  which  it 
was  the  governor ""s  interefu  to  keep  concealed.  Pere- 
grine was  of  opinion  that  he  fliould  fpare  himfelf  the 
trouble  of  conveying  any  complaints  to  the  commo- 
dore 5  and  if  queftioned  by  the  mailer,  affure  him  he 
had  complied  with  his  defire,  at  the  fame  time  he  pro-  ^ 
mifeii  falthfidly  to  conduct  himfflfv/ith  fuch  circum- 
fpe6lion  for  the  future,  that  the  m-after  fliould  have  no 
temptation  to  revive  the  enquiry.  But  thie  relblution 
attending  this  extorted  promile  was  too  frail  to  laft, 
jind  in  leis  thaii  a  fortnight  our  young  hero  found  him- 
^  I  3  -        felf 
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felf  intangled  In  an  adventure  from  wliich  he  was  not 
extricated  with  his  lifuai  good  fortune. 

CHA>.    XVII, 
He  is^  concerned  in  a  dc.ngerous  Ad-venture  nvkh  a  cer- 
tain Gardener  5  Jublimes  his  Ideas,  commences  Gal- 
lant,  and  he  comes  acquainted  nxi'uh  Mifs  Emily  baunt- 

JJE  and  fome  of  his  companions  one  day  entered  a 
garden  in  the  fubiu-bs,  and  having  indulged  their 
appetites,  defired  to  know  what  fatisfaaion  they  muft 
make  for  the  fiiiit  they  had  pulled.  The  gardener  de- 
manded what  (in  their  opinion)  was  an  exorbitant 
price  ;  and  they,  with  msny  opprobrious  terms,  re- 
eled to  pay  it.  The  peafant,  being  furly  and  untrac- 
table,  mlifted  upon  his  right ;  neither  was  he  deficient 
or  Iparnig  m  the  eloquence  of  vulgar  abufe.  His  guefts 
attempted  to  retreat ;  a  fcuffle  enlhed,  in  v/hich  Pcre- 
grrne  loft  his  cap,  and  the  gardener  being  in  dancrer 
from  the  number  of  his  foes,  called  to  his  wife  to  let 
loole  the  dog,  who  inftantly  fiev/  to  his  matter's  affift- 
ance;  and  after  having  toi-e  the  leg  of  one,  and  the 
flioulder  of  ar^other,  put  the  whole  body  of  fchclars  to 
flight.  Enraged  at  the  indignity  v/hich  had  been  of- 
fered them,  they  folicited  a  reinforcement  of  their 
fnends  j  and  with  Tom  Pipes  at  their  head,  marched 
back  to  the  field  of  battle.  Their  adverfary  feeing 
them  approach,  called  his  apprentice,  who  worked  at 
the  otner  end  of  tlie  ground,  to  his  afliitance,  armed 
him  with  a  mattock,  while  he  himfelf  wielded  an  hoe, 
bolted  his  doo?  on  the  infide,  and  flanked  with  his  man 
and  maftiff,  waited  the  attack  v/ithout  flinching.  He 
had  not  remained  three  minutes  in  this  pofture  of  de- 
fence, when  Pipes,  who  afted  as  the  enemy's  forlorn 
hope,  advanced  to  the  gate  with  great  intrepidity,  and 
clapping  his  foot  to  the  door,  which  v/as  none  of  the 
ftouteft,  with  the  execution  and  difpatch  of  a  petard, 
fpht  It  into  a  thoufand  pieces.  This  flidden  execution 
had  an  rmmediate  eft^ct  upon  the  prentice,  who  re- 
treated with  great  precipitation,  and  efcaped  at  ^  pof=- 

tern. 
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tern.  But  the  mafter  placed  himielf,  like  another 
Hercules,  in  the  breach  ;  and  \yhen  Pipes,  brandiHiing 
his  cudgel,  ftepped  forward  to  engage  him,  levelled  his 
weapon  with  fuch  force  and  dexterity  at  his  head,  that 
had  the  fkull  been  made  of  penetrable  ftuff,  the  iron 
edge  muft  have  cleft  his  pate  in  twain.  Cafemated  as 
he  was,  the  inftrument  cut  Iheer  even  to  the  bone^,  on 
which  it  ftruck  with  fuch  amazing  violence,  that  fparks 
of  real  fire  were  produced  by  the  collifion.  And  let 
Hot  the  incredulous  reader  pretend  to  doubt  the  truth 
of  this  phenomenon,  until  he  fliall  have  firft  perafed 
the  ingenious  Peter  Kolben's  Natural  Hiftory  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where  the  inhabitants  commonly 
ufe  to  ftiike  fire  with  the  fliin-bories  of  lions  whicli 
have  been  killed  in  that  part  of  Africk. 

Pipes,  though  a  little  difconcerted,  far  from  being 
difabled  by  the  blow,  in  a  trice  retorted  the  compli- 
ment with  his  tiiinclieon,  which,  had  not  his  antago- 
nift  expeditioufly  flipped  his  head  afide,  would  have 
laid  him  breathlefs  acrofs  his  own  threfhold ;  but,  hap- 
pily for  him,  he  received  the  falutation  upon  his  right 
fhoulder,  which  craflied  beneath  the  flroke,  and  the 
hoe  dropped  infts-Utly  from  his  tingling  hand,  Tom 
perceiving,  and  being  unwilling  to  forego  the  advan- 
tage he  had  gained,  darted  his  head  into  the  bofom  of 
this  fbn  of  earth,  and  ovejturned  him  on  the  plain,  be- 
ing himfelf  that  initant  aflaulted  by  the  mafl:iff,  who 
faflrened  upon  the  outfide  of  his  thigh.  Feeling  him- 
felf incomm.oded  by  this  affailant  in  his  rear,  ha  quit- 
ted the  profh-ate  gardener,  to  therefentmentof  his  aiTo- 
ciates,  who  poured  upon  him  fn  flioals,  and  turning 
about,  laid  hold  Vv'ith  both  his  hands  of  this  ferocious 
animal's  throat,  which  he  fqueezed  with  fuch  incre- 
dible force  and  perfeverance,  tliat  the  creatm-e  quitted 
his  hold ;  his  tongue  lolled  out  of  his  jav/s,  the  blood 
ftarted  from,  his  eyes,  and  he  fwung  a  lifelefs  trunk 
between  tlie  hands  of  his  vanquiflier. 

It  was  well  for  his  mafter  that  he  did  not  longer  ex- 
ilt  J  for  by  this  time  he  was  oyerv.diehned  by  fuch  a 

multitude 
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multitude  of  foes,  that  his  whole  body  fcarce  afforded 
points  of  contaft  to  all  the  fifts  that  drummed  upon  it ; 
confequently,  to  ufe  a  vulgar  phrafe,  his  v/ind  was  al- 
m.ofl  knocked  out,  before  Pipes  had  leifure  to  interpofe 
in  his  behalf,  and  perfuade  his  offenders  to  defilf,  by 
reprefenting  that  the  wife  had  gone  to  alai,Tn  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  that  in  all  probability  they  would  be 
intercepted  in  their  return.  They  accordingly  liftened 
to  his  renionfcrances,  and  m.arched  hom.ewards  in  tri- 
um.ph,  leaving  the  gardener  in  the  embraces  of  his  mo- 
ther earth,  from  which  he  had  not  power  to  move 
vvlien  he  was  found  by  his  difconfclate  help-mate  and 
fome  friends  whom^  fne  had  affembled  for  his  afrili:ance. 
Among  thefe  was  a  blackfmith  and  farrier,  who  took 
cognizance  of  his  carcafe,  every  limb  of  which  having 
examined,  he  declared  there  was  no  bone  broke,  and 
taking  out  his  fleam,  blooded  him  plentifully  as  he  lay. 
Kc  was  then  conveyed  to  his  bed,  from  which  he  was 
not  able  to  flir  during  a  whole  month.  His  family 
coming  upon  the  parilh,  a  formal  complaint  was  made 
to  the  mailer  of  the  fchool,  and  Peregrine  reprefented 
as  the  ring-leader  of  thofe  who  committed  this  barba- 
rous affault.  An  enquiiy  was  immediately  fet  on  foot, 
and  the  articles  of  impeachment  being  fully  proved, 
our  hero  was  fentenced  to  be  feverely  chaltifed  in  the 
face  of  the  whole  fchool.  This  was  a  difgrace,  the 
thoughts  of  which  his  proud  heart  could  not  brook. 
He  refclved  to  make  his  elopement  rather  than  undergo 
the  punifhment  to  which  he  vv^as  doomed  j  and  having 
Hgnified  his  fentiments  to  his  confederates,  they  pro- 
mifed,  one  and  all,  to^fland  by  him,  and  either  fcreen 
him  from  chaftifement,  or  fiiare  his  fate. 

Confiding  in  this  friendly  proteflation,  he  appeared 
imccncerntd  on  the  day  that  was  appointed  for  his  pUr 
iiifhment  5  and  when  he  was  called  to  his  delliny,  ad- 
vanced towards  the  fcene,  attesided  by  the  greatefl  part 
cf  the  fcholars,  who  intimated  their  determination  to 
the  mafter,  and  propofed  that  Peregrine  fhould  be  for- 
^•'ven.  Tlie  fuperior  behaved  with  that  dignity  of  dc- 
■  '  "  meaner 
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meaner  which  became  his  place,  reprefeiiteJ  the  folly 
and  prellimption  of  their  demand,  reprehended  them 
for  their  audacious  proceeding,  and  ordered  eveiy  boy 
to  his  refpective  ftatioii.  They  obeyed  his  command, 
and  our  unfortunate  hero  was  publickiy  horfed,  in  ter- 
rorem  of  all  whom  it  might  concern. 

This  difgrace  had  a  very  fenfible  effe6l  upon  the 
mind  of  Peregrine,  who  having  by  this  time  pafled  the 
fourteenth  year  of  his  age,  began  to  adopt  the  pride 
and  fentlments  of  a  man.  Thus  diftionourabiy  ftig- 
niatized,  he  was  afliamed  to  appear  in  publick  as 
«fual ;  he  was  incenfed  againilhis  companions  for  their 
infidelity  and  irrefolution,  and  plunged  into  a  pro- 
found reverie  that  lailed  feveral  weeks,  during  which 
he  fhook  off  his  boyifh  connecf  ions,  and  fixed  his  view 
upon  objefts  which  he  thought  more  worthy  of  his  at- 
tention. 

In  the  courfe  of  his  gymnaftick  exercifes,  at  which 
he  was  very  expert,  he  contracbed  intimacies  with  fe- 
veral  youths  who  were  greatly  his  fuperiors  in  point  of 
age,  and  who,  pleafed  with  his  afpiring  genius  and 
addrefs,  introduced  him  into  parties  of  gallantry  which 
ftrongly  captivated  his  inclination.  He  was  by  nature 
particularly  adapted  for  fucceeding  in  adventures  of 
this  kind ;  over  and  above  a  moft  engaging  penon, 
that  improved  with  his  years,  he  poffefied  a  dignified 
alTurance,  an  agreeable  ferocity,  which  inlianced  the 
conqueft  of  the  fair  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  en^ 
flave  him,  \mlimited  generofity,  and  a  fimd  of  humour 
which  never  failed  to  pleafe.  Nor  was  he  deficient  in 
the  more  folld  accomplifliments  of  youth  j  he  had  pro- 
fited in  his  ftudies  beyond  expcftation,  and  befides  that 
fenfibility  of  difcemment  which  is  the  foundation  of 
tafte,  and  in  confequence  of  which  he  diftingiiifhed  and 
enjoyed  the  beauties  of  the  claflicks,  he  had  already 
given  feveral  fpecimens  of  a  very  promiUng  poetick 
talent. 

With  this  complexion  and  thefe  qualifications,  no 
wonder  that  our  hero  attracted  the  notice  and  affe(5lioiis 
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of  the  yoimg  Delins  in  towTi,  whole  hearts  had  jiill  be- 
gan to  ii litter  for  they  knew  not  what.  Inquiries  were 
made  concerning  his  condition ;  and  no  fooner  were  his 
expectations  known,  than  he  was  invited  and  careiied 
by  ail  the  parents,  while  their  daughters  vied  with 
each  other  in  treating  him  with  particular  compla- 
cency. He  infpired  love  and  emulation  wherever  he 
appeared  ;  envy  and  jealous  rage  followed  of  courfe  ; 
fo  that  he  became  a  very  defireable,  though  a  very  dan- 
gerous acquaintance.  His  moderation  was  not  equal 
to  his  fjccefs  ;  his  vanity  took  the  lead  of  his  paflions, 
difiipating  his  attention,  which  might  otherv/ife  have 
fixed  him  to  one  objeft  ;  and  he  was  poflefTed  with  the 
rage  of  increafmg  the  number  of  his  conquells .  With 
this  view  he  frequented  publick-walks,  concerts,  and 
auemblies,  became  remarkably  rich  and  fa/liionable  in 
his  cloaths,  gave  entertainm.ents  to  the  ladies,  and  was 
in  the  utmoft  hazard  of  turning  out  a  mcit  egregious 
CQX;;omb. 

While  his  charafter  thus  vv^avered  between  the  ridi- 
cule of  fome,  and  the  regard  of  others,  an  accident 
happened,  Vv'hich,  by  contracting  his  view  to  one  ob- 
je6l,  detached  him  from  thofe  vain  purfuits  that  would 
in  time  have  plunged  him  into  an  abyfs  of  folly  and 
contempt.  Being  one  evening  at  the  ball  which  is  al- 
ways giicn  to  the  ladies  at  the  time  of  the  races,  the 
perfon  v/ho  afted  as  m.aiierof  the  ceremonies,  knowing 
how  fond  Mr.  Pickle  was  of  every  opportunity  to  dif- 
play  him.felf,  came  up  and  toid  him,  that  there  v/as  a 
line  young  creature  at  the  other  end  of  the  room,  who 
feemed  to  have  a  great  inclination  to  dance  a  minuet, 
hut  wanted  a  partner,  the  gentleman  who  attended  her 
being  in  boots. 

Peregrine's  vanity  bei'ig  arouzed  at  this  Intimr.tion, 
he  went  up  to  reconnoitre  the  young  lady,  and  was 
ftruck  with  admiration  at  her  beauty.  She  feemed  to 
be  of  his  own  age,  was  tall,  and,  though  flender,  ex- 
quifitely  fliaped  5  her  hair  was  auburn,  and  in  fuch 
plenty^  that  the  barbarity  of  drefs  had  not  been  abh 

tQ 
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to  prevent  it  from  fhading  both  lides  of  her  forehead, 
which  was  high  and  poliflied  ;  the  contour  of  her  face 
was  oval,  her  nofe  veiy  little  raifed  into  the  aquihne 
form,  that  contributed  to  the  fpirit  and  dignity  of  her 
afpe6l ;  her  mouth  was  fmall,  her  lips  plump,  juicy, 
and  delicious,  her  teeth  regular  and  white  as  driven 
fnow,  her  complexion  incredibly  delicate,  aiid  glowing 
with  health,  and  her  full  blue  eyes  beamed  forth  viva- 
city and  love :  her  mien  was  at  the  fame  time  com- 
manding and  engaging,  her  addrels  perfectly  genteel, 
and  her  whole  appearance  fo  captivating,  that  our 
young  Adonis  looked,  and  was  overcome. 

He  no  fooner  recoiiefted  himfelf  from  his  aftonlfh 
ment,  than  he  advanced  to  her  vAth.  a  graceful  air  of 
refpecl,  and  begged  fhe  would  do  him  the  honour  to 
walk  a  minuet  with  him.  She  feemed  particular^/ 
pleafed  with  his  application,  and  very  frankly  com- 
plied with  his  requell.  This  pair  was  coo  remarkable 
to  efcape  the  particular  notice  of  the  company ;  Mr. 
Pickle  was  well  known  by  almoil  eveiy  body  in  the 
room,  but  his  partner  was  altogether  a  new  face,  and 
of  confequence  underwent  the  criticifm  of  all  the  ladies 
in  the  afiembly  :  one  whlfpered,  *  She  has  a  good  com- 
plexion, but  don't  you  think  ihe  is  a  little  awry  ?'  A 
lecond  pitied  her  for  her  mafculine  nofe ;  a  third  00- 
ferved,  that  fhe  was  aukward  for  want  of  feeing  com- 
pany j  a  fourth  dillinguifned  fometliing  very  bold  in 
her  countenance;  and,  in  fliort,  there  was  not  a  beauty 
in  her  whole  compofition,  which  the  glafs  of  envy  did 
not  pervert  into  a  blemlfli. 

The  men,  however,  looked  upon  her  with  divferent 
eyes ;  among  them  her  appearance  produced  an  imi- 
verfal  mnnBur  of  applaufe ;  they  encircled  the  fpace  on 
which  file  danced,  and  were  enchanted  oy  her  grace- 
fiil  motion.  While  they  launched  out  in  the  praifes 
of  her,  they  exprefied  their  diipleafure  at  the  good  fcr- 
tiuie  of  her  partner,  wiiom  they  damned  tor  a  Yitle 
finical  coxcomb,  that  was  too  much  engroITed  by  the 
contemplation  of  his  own  perfon.  to  diiccrn  cr  defervi: 

tiis 
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the  favour  of  his  fate.  He  did  not  hear,  therefore 
could  not  repine  at  thefe  inveftives  5  but  while  they 
imagined  he  indulged  his  vanity,  a  much  more  gene- 
rous pafiion  had  taken  poflefTion  of  his  heart. 

Inllead  of  that  petulance  of  gaiety  for  which  he  liad 
been  diftinguifhed  in  his  publick  appearance,  he  now 
gave  manifefc  figns  of  confufion  and  concern  5  he  danced 
with  an  anxiety  which  impeded  his  peiformance,  and 
bluHied  to  the  eyes  at  every  faife  ftep  he  made.  Though 
this  extraordinaiy  agitation  was  over-looked  by  the 
men,  it  could  not  efcape  the  obfervation  of  the  ladies, 
who  perceived  it  with  equal  furprize  and  refentment  j 
and  when  Peregrine  led  his  fair  unknown  to  her  feat, 
exprefled  their  pique  in  an  affefted  titter,  which  broke 
from  every  mouth  at  the  fame  inftant,  as  if  all  of  them 
had  been  informed  by  the  fam.e  fpirit. 

Peregrine  was  nettled  at  this  unmannerly  mark  of 
difapprobationj  and,  in  order  to  increafe  their  chagrin, 
endeavoiu'ed  to  enter  into  particular  converfation  with 
their  fair  rival.  The  young  lady  herfelf,  who  neither 
wanted  penetration,  nor  the  confcioufnefs  of  her  own 
accomplifhments,  refented  their  behaviour,  though  flie 
triumphed  at  the  caufe  of  it,  and  gave  her  partner  all 
the  encouragement  he  could  defire.  Her  mother,  who 
was  prefent,  thanked  him  for  his  civility  in  taking  fuch 
notice  of  a  ftranger,  and  he  received  a  compliment  of 
the  fame  nature  from  the  young  gentleman  in  boots, 
who  was  her  own  brother. 

If  he  was  charmed  with  her  appearance,  he  was  quite 
raviflied  v/ith  herdilcourfe,  v/hich  wasfenfible,  fpirited, 
and  gay.  Her  frank  and  fprightiy  demeanour  excited 
his  own  confidence  and  good-humour ;  and  he  defcrib- 
ed  to  her  the  chara61:ers  of  thofe  females  who  had  ho- 
noured them  with  fuch  a  fpiteful  mark  of  diftinftion, 
in  teiTns  fo  replete  with  humorous  fatire,  that  fhe  feem- 
cd  to  liften  with  particular  complacency  of  attention, 
anddiltinguiihed  eveiy  nymph  thus  ridiculed  with  ftich 
a  figniiicant  glance,  as  overwhelmed  her  with  chagrin 
and  mortification.   In  fliort,  they  feemeU  to  relifli  each 

other's 
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Other's  converfation,  during  which  our  yov.ng  Damon 
acquitted  hirafelf  with  greatficill  in  all  the  duiies  of  gal- 
lantry J  he  laid  hold  of  proper  opportunities  to  exprels 
his  admiration  of  her  chaimsj  had  rc;courie  to  the  iilent 
rhetorick  of  tender  looks,  breathed  divers  iniidious 
lighs,  and  attached  himfilf  wholly  to  her  during  ths 
remaining  part  of  the  entertainment. 

When  the  company  broke  up,  he  attended  her  to  her 
lodgings,  and  took  leave  of  her  with  a  fqueeze  of  the 
hand,  after  having  obtained  pcniiifuon  to  vifit  her  next 
morning,  and  been  informed  by  the  mother  that  her 
name  was  Mifs  Emilia  Gauntlet. 

All  night  long  he  clofed  not  an  eye,  but  amufed 
himfelf  with  plans  of  pleafure,  which  his  imagination 
fuggefted,  in  confequence  of  this  new  acquaintance. 
He  arofe  with  the  lark,  adjulled  his  hair  into  an  agree- 
able negligence  of  curl,  and  drelTing  him.felf  in  a  gen- 
teel grey  frock  trim.med  with  iilver  binding,  waited 
with  the  utmoft  impatience  for  the  hour  of  ten,  which 
no  fooner  ftruck  than  he  hied  him  to  the  place  of  ap- 
pointment, and  enquiring  for  Mifs  Gauntlet,  was  Ihevm 
into  a  parloui-.  Here  he  had  not  waited  above  ten 
minutes,  when  Emilia  entered  in  a  nioft  enchanting  lui- 
drefs,  with  all  the  graces  of  na':ure  'playing  about  her 
perlbn,  and  in  a  moment  rivetted  the  chains  of  his 
ilavery  beyond  the  power  of  accident  to  unbind. 

Her  mother  being  ft  ill  a-bed,  and  her  brother  gone 
to  give  orders  about  the  chaife,  in  which  they  propofed 
to  return  the  fame  day  to  their  ov/n  habitation,  he  en- 
joyed her  company  tete-a-tete  a  whole  hour,  during 
which  he  declared  his  love  in  them.oit  pafiionate  teiTns, 
and  begged  that  he  might  be  admitted  into  the  number 
of  thofe  admirers  whom  ihe  pennitted  to  viht  and  adore 
her. 

She  afFefted  to  look  upon  his  vows  and  proteftations 
as  the  ordinaiy  effefts  of  gallantly,  and  vitcj  obligingly 
allured  him,  that  were  Hie  ro  live  in  that  place,  flie 
fliould  be  glad  to  fee  him  often ;  but  as  the  fpot  on 
which  fhe  refided  v/as  at  a  confiderable  diilance,  ihe 
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tould  notexpeft  he  would  go  fo  far  upon  fuch  a  trifling' 
cccaiion,  to  take  the  trouble  of  providing  liimfelf  witii 
her  mamma's  penr.ifTion. 

To  this  favourahle  hint  he  anfwered  with  all  the 
eagernefs  of  the  moft  fervid  paffion,  that  he  uttered 
r.othing  but  the  genuine  diftates  of  his  heart ;  that  he 
defired  nothing  fo  much  as  an  opportunity  of  evincing 
the  fincerity  of  his  profefhons  ;  and  that  though  he 
lived  at  the  extremity  of  the  kingdom,  he  would  find 
means  to  lay  himielf  at  her  feet,  provided  he  could  vifit 
her  with  her  mother's  confent,  which  he  affured  her  he 
would  not  fail  to  iblicit. 

She  then  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  her  habita- 
tion was  about  fixteen  miles  from  Winchefter ;  m  a 
•Village  which  Ihe  named,  and  where  (as  he  could  eafily 
collect  from  her  difcovirle)  he  would  be  no  unwelcome 

In  the  mldiT:  of  this  communication  they  were  joined 
by  Mrs.  Gauntlet,  who  received  him  with  great  cour- 
tefy,  thanking  him  again  for  his  politenefs  to  Emy  at 
the  ball,  and  anticipated  his  intention,  by  faying  that 
llie  fhoidd  be  very  glad  to  fee  him  at  her  houfe,  if  ever 
his  occafions  fhoiild  call  him  that  way* 
CHAP.  XVIII. 
He  inquires  i?2to  the  Situation  of  this  young  Lady,  nvith 

fwhom  he  is  enamoured)  elopes  from  School-^  is  found. 

by  the  Lieutenant,  con'veyed  to  JVinchefter,  aiid  fends 

a  Letter  ivith  a  Copy  of  Verfes  to  his  Mijtrefs, 
TTE  was  tranfported  with  pleafure  at  this  invitation, 
■*■  -*■  which  he  allured  her  he  fliould  not  negle61 ;  and 
after  a  little  more  converfation  on  general  topicks,  took 
his  leave  of  the  charming  Emilia,  and  her  prudent 
mamma,  who  had  perceived  the  firfl  emotion  of  Mr. 
Pickle's  pafiion  for  lier  daughter,  and  been  at  ibme 
pains  to  inquire  about  his  family  and  fortune. 

Neither  was  Peregrine  left  iHqtiifitive  about  the  fitit- 
ation  and  pedigree  of  his  new  milrrefs ;  who,  he  learn- 
ed, was  the  only  daughter  of  2t  field-ofncer^  who  died 
^«ibre  he  had  it  in  hi«  power  t©  niake  fuitable  provi- 
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ilan  for  his  children  j  that  the  widow  lived  \n  a  frugal, 
though  decent  manner,  on  her  penfion,  alTilted  by  the 
bounty  of  her  relations  j  that  the  Ton  carried  arms  as 
volunteer  in  the  company  v/xhich  his  father  had  com- 
manded; and  that  Emilia  had  been  educated  in  Lon- 
don, at  the  expence  of  a  rich  uncle^  who  was  feized. 
with  the  whim  of  manying  at  the  age  of  fift)^-five ;  in 
confequence  of  which,  his  nicce  had  returned  to  her 
mother,  without  any  vifible  dependance,  except  on  her 
.own  condu6l  and  qualifications^ 

This  account,  though  it  could  rot  dirninlfh  his  af- 
fe6lion,  nevertheiefs  alai-med  his  pride ;  for  his  warm 
imagination  had  exaggerated  all  his  own  proipe6\s ;  and 
he  began  to  fear,  that  his  paflion  for  Emilia  might  he 
thought  to  derogate  from  the  dignity  of  his  fituation. 
The  ftrugghj  betweeri  his  interefr  and  love  produced  a 
perplexity  which  had  an  evident  effeft  upon  his  beha- 
viour ;  he  became  penfive,  folitary,  and  peeviilj,  avoid- 
ed all  puhiick  diverlions,  and  grew  fo  remaikably  neg- 
ligent in  his  drefs,  that  he  was  fcarce  diftinguiihable 
by  his  own  acquaintance.  This  contention  of  thoughts 
continued  feveral  weeks,  at  the  end  of  which  the  charms 
of  Emilia  triumphed  over  eveiy  other  conhderation,. 
Having  received  a  fupply  of  money  from  the  comm.o- 
dore,  who  a6ted  towards  him  x^'ith  great  generoiity,  he 
ordered  Pipes  to  put  up  fome  linen,  and  other  ncceiia- 
ries,  in  a  fort  of  knapfack  which  he  could  conveniently 
carry,  and  thus  attended,  fet  out  early  oj^e  morning  on 
foot  for  the  village  where  his  charmer  lived,  at  which 
he  arrived  before  two  o^'clock  in  the  afternoon;  having* 
chofen  this  method  of  travelli 
not  be  fo  eafily  difcovered,  as 
hired  horfes,  or  taken  a  place  in  the  ftage-coach. 

The  firft  thing  he  did  was  to  fecure  a  convenient 
lodging  at  the  inn  where  he  dined  ;  then  he  fnifted  him- 
felf.  and  according  to  the  direction  he  had  received, 
went  to  the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Gauntlet  in  a  traufport  of 
joyous  expe61:ation.  As  he  approached  the  gate,  his 
ii^itatlDn  increafed  ;  he  knocked  with  Impatience  and 
K-  a  conccraa 
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concern,  the  door  opened,  and  he  had  a6lually  aflced  if 
Mrs.  Gauntlet  was  at  home,  before  he  perceived  that 
the  pottrefs  was  no  other  than  his  dear  Emilia.  She 
v.-as  not  without  emotion  at  the  uftexpefted  fight  of  her 
lover,  who  inflantly  recognizing  his  charmer,  obeyed 
the  irrefiftille  ^'mpulCe  of  his  love,  and  caught  the  fair 
creature  in  his  arms.  Nor  did  (he  feem  offended  at 
this  forv/ardnefs  of  behaviour,  v/nich  might  have  dif- 
pleafed  another  of  a  lefs  open  difpofition,  or  lefs  ufed 
to  the  freedom  of  a  fenf.ble  education  ;  but  her  natural 
franknefs  had  been  encouraged  and  improved  by  the 
eafy  and  familiar  intercourfe  in  which  flie  had  been 
bred  ;  and  therefore,  inftead  of  reprimanding  him  with 
a  feverity  of  lock,  fhe  with  great  good-^humour  rallied 
him  upon  his  afTurance,  which  fhe  obferved,  was  mi- 
doubtedly  the  effect  of  his  ov/n  confcicus  merit,  and 
conducted  him  in':o  a  parlour,  where  he  found  her  mo- 
ther, who  in  very  polite  tenns  exprelfed  her  fatisfaftion 
at  feeing  him  within  her  houfe. 

Af:er  tea,  Mifs  Em.y  propofed  an  evening  walk, 
which  they  enjoyed  through  a  variety  of  little  copfes 
and  lawns,  watered  by  a  moft  romanLick  ftream,  that 
quite  enchanted  the  imagination  of  Peregrine. 

It  was  late  before  they  returned  from  this  agreeable 
excurfion,  and  when  our  lover  wiihed  the  ladies  a  good 
night,  Mrs.  Gauntlet  infifted  upon  his  ftaying  to  fup- 
per,  and  treated  him  with  particular  demonftrations  of 
regard  and  affcflion.  As  her  oeconomy  was  not  en- 
cumbered with  an  unneceffary-  number  of  domefticks, 
her  c-"n  pr-i  fence  was  often  required  In  different  parts 
of&ieyzuCt,  fo  that  theyounc^  gentleman  was  lupplied 
with  ircqaent  opportunities  of  promoting  his  fait,  by 
all  the  tender  oaths  and  infmuations  that  liis  psflion 
could  fuggeft.  He  pr..'elt:d  her  Idea  had  taken  fuch 
entire  poficffion  of  his  heart,  that  £i:cing  hlmielf  unable 
to  fupport  her  ablence  one  day  longer,  lie  had  quitted 
his  ftudies,  and  left  his  governor  by  ftealth,  that  he 
might  vifit  the  objta:  of  his  adoration,  and  be  blefled  in 
her  company  for  a  few  days  without  interruption. 

She 
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She  llilened  to  his  addrefles  with  fuch  afrability  as 
denoted  approbation  and  delight,  end  gendy  chid  him 
as  a  thoughtlels  truant,  but  carefully  avoided  the  con- 
feiTion  of  a  mutual  flame ;  becaufc  fhe  difcv-rned  in  the 
riidft  of  all  his  tendemefs,  a  levity  of  pride  which  fhe 
durfl:  not  venture  to  traft  with  fuch  a  declaration.  Per- 
haps flie  was  confirrned  in  this  caution  by  lur  mother, 
who  veiy  wifely,  in  her  civilities  to  him,  maintained  a 
fort  of  ceremonious  diftance,  which  flie  thought  not 
cnly  requifite  for  the  honour  and  intereft  of  her  family, 
but  likewife  for  her  own  exculpation,  fliould  ihe  ever 
be  taxed  v/ith  having  encouraged  or  abetted  him  in  the 
imprudent  fallies  of  his  youth:  yet,  notv/itMtanding 
this  alfefted  refen^e,  he  was  treated  with  fuch  difiiinc- 
ticn  by  both,  that  he  v/as  raviflied  with  his  lltuation, 
and  became  more  and  more  enamoured  every  day. 

While  he  remained  under  the  influence  of  this  fweet 
intoxication^  his  abfence  produced  great  diflurbance  at 
Winchefter,,  Mr.  Joker  was  grievouHy  ai?ii5led  at  his 
abrupt  departure,  which  alarmed  him  the  more,  as  it 
happened  after  a  Jong  fit  of  melancholy  which  he  hud 
perceived  hi  his  pupil.  He  communicated  his  appre- 
henflons  to  the  mader  of  the  ichool,  who  advifcd  him 
to  apprize  the  commodoi-e  of  his  nephew's  difappear- 
ance,  and  in  the  mean  time,  inquire  at  all  the  iims  in 
town,  whether  he  had  hired  horfes,  or  any  fort  of  car- 
riage, for  his  conveyance,  or  was  m.et  with  or.  the  I'oad 
by  any  perfon  who  could  give  an  account  of  the  direc-: 
tion  in  which  he  travelled. 

This  fciittiny,  thoiigh  perfoirned  with  great  diil^. 
gence  and  minutenefs,  v/as  altogether  ineircctual ;  they 
could  obtain  no  intelligence  of  the  runaway.  Mr, 
Trunnion  was  well  nigh  diftrafted  at  the  new?  of  his 
fiight ;  he  raved  v/ilh  great  fu;y  at  the  imprudence  cf 
peregrine,  v/horn  in  his  fj-fl:  tranfports  he  damned  as 
an  ungi-ateful  defcrter  5  tlien  he  curfed  Hatchway  and 
Pipes,  who  he  fwore  j-jad  foundered  the  latl  by  their 
pernicious  coimfels  ;  and,  laftly,  transfencd  his  ex.- 
prations  upon  Jolter,  becau:e  he  had  not  kept  a  bttter 
K.  5  look- 
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look-out :  finally,  he  made  an  apoftrophe  to  that  ^on 
of  a  bitch  tlie  gov%  which  for  the  prefent  clilabled  him 
from  fearching  for  his  nephew  in  perfon.  That  he 
might  not,  however,  negleft  any  means  in  his  power, 
he  immediately  difpatched  exprefles  to  all  the  fea-port 
towns  on  the  coaft,  tliat  he  might  be  prevented  from 
leaving  'he  kingdom  5  and  the  lieutenant,  at  his  own 
defire,  was  fent  acrofs  the  coimtiy  In  queft  of  this  young 
fugitive. 

Four  days  had  he  unfuccefsfully  carried  on  his  in- 
quiries with  great  accuracy ;  when,  refolving  to  return 
by  Wincheiler,  where  he  hoped  to  meet  with  fome 
hints  of  intelligence,  by  which  he  might  profit  in  his 
future  fearch,  he  ftnick  off  the  common  road  to  take 
the  benefit  of  a  nearer  cut  5  and  finding  himfclf  be- 
nighted near  a  village,  took  up  his  lodgings  at  the  firft 
inn  to  v.'hich  his  horfe  direcled  him.  Having  befpoke 
fomething  for  fupper,  and  retired  to  his  chamber, 
where  he  amu'ed  himfelf  with  a  pipe,  he  heard  a  con- 
fufed  noi'e  of  ruftick  jollity,  which  being  all  of  a  fud- 
den  interrupted,  after  a  fhort  pauf-  his  ear  was  faluted 
with  the  voice  of  Pipes,  who,  at  the  ^''^licitation  of  the 
company,  began  to  entertain  them  with  a  fong. 

Hatchvvay  inftantly  recognized  the  well-knovTi  found, 
:n  which  indeed  he  c.uld  not  poffinly  be  miftaken,  as 
nothing  in  nature  bore  the  leaft  refemblance  to  it ;  he 
threw  his  p-ipe  into  the  chiinney,  andfnatching  up  one 
of  his  piftcls,  r-n  immediately  to  the  apartment  from 
whence  the  voice  ilraed  ;  he  no  fooner  entered,  than  dif- 
tjnguifhing  his  eld  fiiip-mate  in  a  crowd  of  countiy 
peaiants,  he  in  a  moment  fpnuig  upon  him,  and  clap- 
ping his  piftod  to  his  breaft,  exclaimed,  «  D — n  you. 
Pipes,  you  are  a  dead  man,  if  you  don't  immediately 
produce  young  m-^fi-er!' 

Tiiis  menacing  application  had  a  much  greater  afr 
fe<5t  upon  the  company  than  upon  Tom,  who  looking 
at  the  lieutenant,  with  ereat  tranquilHty,  replied, 
*  Why  fo  I  can,  Mafter  Hatchway.'—'  What !  fafe 
?.nd  found  r  cried  the  other.     <  As  a  roach !'  anfwered 

Pipes, 
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Pipes,  fn  much  to  the  ratisFa61ion  of  his  friend  Jack, 
that  he  fnook  him  by  the  hand,  and  defired  him  to  pro- 
ceed with  his  long.  This  being  performed,  and  the 
reckoning  difch^rged,  the  two  friends  adioiirned  to  the 
other  room,  where  the  lieutenant  was  informed  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  yomig  gentleman  h^d  made  his 
elopement  from  collcgo,  as  well  as  of  the  other  parti- 
culars of  his  prcfent  iituation,  as  far  as  they  had  fallen 
within  the  fphere  of  his  comprehtnfion. 

While  they  fat  thus  confen'ing  together.  Peregrine 
having  taken  leave  of  his  miftrefs  for  the  night,  cam.e 
hom.e,  and  was  not  a  little  furprized,  when  Hatchway- 
entering  his  chamber  in  his  fea  attitude,  thrull  out  his 
hand  by  wav  of  falutation.  His  eld  pupil  received  him 
as  ufual,  with  great  cordialit}^,  and  exprefled  his  alio- 
nifliment  at  meeting  him  in  that  place ;  but  when  he 
underftood  the  cauie  and  intention  of  his  arrival,  he 
ftarted  with  ccnctrn ;  and  his  vifage  glowing  with  in- 
dignation, told  him  he  was  old  enough  to  be  judge  of 
his  ovv-n  ccnduft,  and  when  he  fliould  fee  it  convenient, 
would  return  of  himfelf  j  but  thofe  who  thought  he 
was  to  be  compelled  t9  his  duty,  would  find  themfelves 
egregioufly  miftaken, 

The  lieutenant  affured  him,  that  for  his  ov/n  part  he 
had  no  intention  to  offer  him  the  leaft  violence ;  but, 
at  the  fame  time,  he  repreiented  to  him.  the  danger  of 
incenfmg  the  commodore,  who  was  already  almoft  dif- 
tra-S^ed  on  account  of  his  abfence ;  and,  in  fliort,  con- 
veyed his  arguments,  which  were  equally  obvious  and 
valid,  in  luch  exprefiioris  of  friendfhip  ar.d  refpe6i,that 
Peregrine  yielded  to  his  remonftrances,  and  promifed 
to  acccmpr^ny  him  next  dav  to  Winchefter. 

Ht  tchway,  overjoyed  at  the  fuccefs  of  his  negoclatlcn, 
went  immediatelv  to  the  hoftler,  and  befpoke  a  poft- 
chaife  for  Mr.  Pickle  and  his  m.an,  with  whom  he  af- 
terwards indulged  himfelf  in  a  double  cami  ofrumboj 
and  when  the  night  was  pretty  far  advanced,  left  tiie 
lover  to  his  repofe,  or  rather  to  the  thorns  of  his  ovv-n 
meditation ;  for  he  llept  not  one  moment,  being  incef- 
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*antly  torturejd  v/ith  the  profpecl  of  parting  from  hl^ 
divine  Emilia,  who  had  now  acquired  the  moft  abiblute 
empire  over  his  foul.  One  minute  he  propofed  to  de- 
part en.rly  in  the  morning,  without  feeing  this  enchan- 
trefs,  in  whofe  bewitcliingprefence  he  dunl  not  truft 
his  own  refolution.  Then  the  thoughts  of  leaving  her 
m  fuch  an  abrupt  and  difrefpectful  manner,  interpofed 
in  favour  of  his  love  and  honour.  This  war  of  fenti- 
rnents  kept  him  all  night  upon  the  rack,  and  it  was 
time  to  rife  before  he  had  detei-min^d  to  vifit  his  chaimerj 
and  candidly  impart  the  motives  that  induced  him  to 
leave  her. 

He  accordingly  repaired  to  her  mother's  houfe  with 
a  heavy  heart,  being  attended  to  the  gate  by  Hatch- 
way, who  did  not  chufe  to  leave  him  alone ;  and  being 
admitted,  found  Emilia  juft  rifen,  and,  in  his  opinion, 
more  beautifid  than  ever. 

Alarmed  at  his  early  vifit,  and  the  gloom  that  over- 
fpread  his  cottntenaace,  flie  flood  in  fuent  expe6lation 
of  hearing  lome  melancholy  tidings ;  and  it  was  not 
till  after  a  confiderable  paufe,  that  he  coilefted  refolu- 
tion  enougli  to  tell  her  he  was  come  to  take  his  -leave. 
Though  fhe  drove  to  conceal  her  forrow,  nature  was 
not  to  be  fupprefled  j  every  feature  of  her  countenancq 
faddened  in  a  moment,  and  it  was  not  v/ithout  the  ut- 
moft  difficulty  that  fhe  kept  her  lovely  eves  from  flow- 
ing. He  fawthe  fituaticm  of  her  thoughts,  and  in  or- 
der to  alleviate  her  concern,  aiTured  her  ne  fnould  find 
means  to  fee  her  again  in  a  ver)^  fewweek>;  mean- 
while he  communicated  his  reafons  for  departing,  in 
which-  fhe  readily  acquielced ;  and  having  mutually 
confoled  each  other,  their  tranl'ports  of  grief  fubuded, 
and  befofe  Mrs.  Gauntlet  came  down  ftairs,  they  were  ,! 
in  a  condition  to  behave  with  great  decency  and  refig- 
jsnation.    '\<i'' 

This  g^oCi  lady  expreff'.d  her  concern  when  fhe 
lerrned  hi's^bfolution,  laying,  flie  hoped  his  occafions 
and  inclinations  would  permit  himtoi^ivour  them  with 
nis  agreeabk  company  another  tirne»  Tho. 
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The  lieutenant,  who  began  to  be  iineaiy  at  Pere- 
grine's ftay,  knocked  at  the  door,  and  being  introduced 
by  his  friend,  had  the  honour  of  breakfafting  with  the 
ladies  ;  on  which  occafion  his  heart  received  fuch  a 
iliock  from  the  charms  of  Emilia,  that  he  afterwards 
made  a  merit  with  his  friend  of  having  confl-rained 
himfelf  fo  far,  as  to  forbear  commencing  his  profeffed 
rival. 

At  length  they  bade  adieu  to  their  kind  entertainers, 
and  in  lefs  than  an  hour  fetting  out  from  the  inn,  ar- 
rived about  two  o'clock  in  Winchefter,  v^^here  Mr.  Jol- 
ter  was  overwhelmed  with  joy  at  their  appearance. 

The  nature  of  this  adventure  being  unknown  to  all 
except  thcfe  who  could  be  depended  upon,  every  body 
who  inquired  about  the  caufe  of  Peregi'ine's  abfence, 
was  told  that  he  had  been  with  a  relation  in  the  coun- 
try, and  the  mafter  condefcended  to  overlook  his  indii- 
cretion ;  fo  that  Hatchway  feeing  eveiy  thing  fettled 
to  the  fatisfaftion  of  his  friend,  returned  to  the  garri- 
fon,  and  gave  the  commodore  an  account  of  his  expe- 
dition. 

The  old  gentleman  was  very  much  ftartled  when  he 
heard  there  was  a  lady  in  the  cafe,  and  very  emphati- 
cally obferved,  that  a  man  had  better  be  fucked  into 
the  Gulph  of  Florida,  than  once  get  into  the  indraught 
of  a  woman  j  becaufe,  in  one  cafe,  he  may  with  good 
pilotage  bring  out  his  veflel  fafe  between  the  Bahamas 
and  the  Indian  (hore ;  but  in  the  other  there  is  no  out- 
let at  all,  and  it  is  in  vain  to  ftrive  againft  the  current ; 
fo  that  of  coiufe  he  muft  be  embayed,  and  run  chuck 
upon  a  lee-(hore.  He  refolved,  therefore,  to  lay  the 
ftate  of  the  cafe  before  Mr.  Gamaliel  Pickle,  and  con- 
cert fuch  meafures  with  him  as  fliould  be  thought  like- 
lieft  to  detach  his  fon  from  the  puriuit  of  an  idle  amour, 
which  could  not  fail  of  interfering  in  a  dangerous  man- 
ner with  the  plan  of  his  education. 

In  the  mean  time.  Perry's  ideas  were  totaUy  cneroff- 
ed  by  his  amiable  miftrcis  \  who,  whethe^e  flept  or 

waked, 
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waked,  was  fcUl  prefent  in  his  imagination,  which  t^r<j, 
4uced  the  following  ftanzas  in  her  praife. 

Adieu,  ye  ftreinis  th  it  fmoothly  flow, 
Ye  vernal  airs  that  foftlv  blow,' 
Ye  plains  by  blooming  fpring  array'd, 
Ye  birds  that  warble  thro'  the  fhade. 
Unhurt,  from  you  my  foul  could  fly, 
Nor  drop  one  tear,  nor  heave  one  figh; 
lut  forc'd  from  Celiacs  charms  to  part'. 
All  joy  deferts  my  drooping  heart. 
O  !   fairer  than  the  rofy  morn. 
When  flowers  the  dewy  fields  adorn  • 
Unfuilied  as  the  genial  ray, 
That  warms  the  balmy  breeze  of  May. 
Thy  charms  divinely  bright  appear, 
And  add  new  fpiendor  to  the  yejr;   - 
Improve  the  d?.y  with  frefh  delight, 
And  gild  with  joy  the  dreary  night ! 

This  juvenile  produftlon  was  inclofed  in  a  very  ten^ 
der  billet  to  Emilia,  and  committed  to  the  charge  of 
Pipes,  wlio  was;  ordered  to  let  out  for  Mrs.  Gauntlet's 
habitation  with  a  prefent  of  vcnifon,  and  a  compliment 
to  the  ladies  ;  and  dlrefted  to  take  fome  opportunity  of 
dehvermg  the  letter  to  Mifij,  without  the  knowledge  of 
her  mamma. 

CHAP.    XIX. 
Hts  Mejfenger  meets  ^ith  a  Misfortune,  to  njjhich  he  ap~ 

files  a  ^erj  extraordinary  Expedient  that  is  attended 

■^vith  Jirange  Confequences . 
^S  a  ilage-coach  paffed  within  two  miles  of  the  village 
^  whore  fhe  lived,  Tom  bargained  with  the  driver 
for  a  leat  on  the  box,  and  accordingly  departed  on  this 
meffage,  though  he  vv^as  but  indifferently  qualified  for 
conraiiilions  of  fuch  a  nature:  having  received  parti- 
cular ii^.junftions  about  the  letter,  he  refolved  to  make 
that  the  chief  objea  of  his  care,  and  very  fagacioufly 
.conveyed  it  betv/een  his  Hocking,  and  the  fole  of  hi? 
tQOt^  where  he  thouglit  it  would  be  perfeftly  fecure 
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from  all  Injury  and  accident.  Here  It  remained  vintii 
he  arrived  at  the  inn  where  he  had  formerly  lodged  / 
when,  after  having  refreshed  himfelf  with  a  draught  of 
beer,  he  pulled  off  his  ftocking,  and  found  the  poor 
billet  fullied  with  dull:,  and  toni  in  a  thoufand  tatters 
by  the  motion  of  his  foot  in  walking  the  laft  two  miles 
of  his  journey^  Thunderftiuck  at  this  phenomenon, 
he  uttered  a  long  and  loud  'vjhe-cv !  which  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  an  exclamation  of  '  D — n  my  old  fhoes  !  a 
bite  by  G — P  then  he  rcfted  his  elbows  on  the  fable, 
snd  his  forehead  upon  his  two  fills,  and  In  that  atti- 
tude deliberated  with  himfcif  upon  th-s  means  of  reme- 
dying this  misfortune. 

As  he  was  not  dlAracled  by  a  taft  number  of  ideas, 
he  foon  concluded  that  his  bell  expedient  would  be  to 
employ  the  clerk  of  the  pariih,  who  he  knew  was  a 
great  fcholai*,  to  write  another  epiille  according  to  the 
direcllons  he  fliould  give  him  y  and  never  dreaming  that 
the  mangled  original  woiild  in  the  leafc  facilitate  this 
fcheme,  he  very  wifely  committed  it  to  the  flames,  that 
it  might  never  rife  in  judgment  againft  him. 

Having  taken  this  wife  ftep,  he  went  in  qucft  of  the 
fcribe,  to  whom  he  communicated  his  bulinefs,  and 
promifed  a  full  pot  by  way  of  gratijication.  The 
clerk,  who  was  alfo  fchool-mafter,  proud  of  an  oppor- 
tunity to  dlftinguilli  his  talents,  readily  undertook  the 
talk  j  and  repairing  with  his  employer  to  the  inn,  in 
lefs  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  produced  a  inorftl  of  elo- 
quence lb  much  to  the  fatisfaction  of  Pipes,  that  he 
iqueezed  his  hand  by  way  of  acknowledgnnent,  and 
doubled  his  allowance  of  beer.  This  being  diici^ffed, 
our  courier  betook  himfelf  to  the  hcufe  of  Mrs .  Gaunt- 
let, with  the  haunch  of  venifon  and  this  fuccedaneous 
letter,  and  delivered  hismeflage  to  die  mother,  who  re- 
ceived it  v/ith  great  relpeft,  and  many  kind  inquiries 
about  the  health  and  welfare  of  liis  mall'er,  attempting 
to  tip  the  nieffcnger  a  crown,  which  he  abfclutely  re- 
fufed  to  accept,  in  confequence  of  Mr.  Pickle's  repeat- 
ed sautioii.     While  the  old  gentlev/oman  turned  to  i 

ii-rvam. 
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feivant,  In  order  to  give  direftions  about  the  dlfpofal 
of  the  prefent.  Pipes  looked  upon  this  as  a  favourable 
occafion  to  traniaft  his  bulinefs  with  Emilia,  and 
therefore  Ihutting  one  eye,  with  a  jirk  of  his  thumb 
towards  his  left  fhoulder,  and  a  moft  fignificant  twift 
of  his  countenance,  he  beckoned  the  young  lady  into 
another  room,  as  If  he  had  been  fraught  with  fome- 
thing  of  confequence,  which  he  wanted  to  impart.  She 
underftood  the  hint,  howfoever  ftrangely  communicat- 
ed j  and  by  ftepping  to  one  fide  of  the  rooui,  gave  him 
an  opportunity  of  flipping  the  epiftle  into  her  iiand, 
which  he  gently  fqueezed  at  the  fame  time  in  token  of 
regard:  then  throwing  a  fide-glance  at  the  mother, 
whofe  back  was  turned,  clapped  his  finger  on  the  fide 
of  his  nofe,  thereby  recommending  fecrefy  and  difcre- 
tion. 

Emilia  conveying  the  letter  Into  her  bofom.  could  not 
help  fmiling  at  Tom's  politenefs  and  dexterity  j  but 
left  her  mama  fhould  detect  him  in  the  execution  of  his 
pantomime,  (lie  broke  off  this  intercourfe  of  figns,  by 
alking  aloud,  when  he  propofed  to  fet  out  on  his  re- 
turn to  Wincheller.  When  he  anfwered,  *  To-morrow 
morning.  Mrs.  Gauntlet  recommended  him  to  the 
hofpitaiity  of  her  ov/n  footman,  defiring  him  to  make 
much  of  Mr.  Pipes  below,  where  he  v\^s  kept  to  fup- 
per,  and  very  cordially  entertained.  Our  youn.o-  he- 
roine, impatient  to  read  her  lover's  billet,  which  made 
her  heart  tlu'ob  with  rapturous  expeftation,  retired  to 
her  chamber  as  foon  as  poffible,  with  a  view  of  peruf* 
ing  the  contents,  which  were  thefe. 

'  DIVINE  EMPRESS  OF  MY  SOUL  ! 

«  IF  the  refulgent  flames  of  your  beauty  had 
«  not  evaporated  the  particles  of  my  tranfported  brain, 
'  and  fcorched  my  intellefts  into  a  cinder  of  ftoiiditv, 
«  perhaps  the  refplendency  of  my  pafiTion  might  fhlne 
'  iliuftrious  through  the  fable  curtain  of  my  ink,  and 
'  in  fublimity  tranfcend  the  galaxy-  itfelf,  though  waft- 

*  ed  on  the  pinions  of  a  grey  goofe-quill !  But,  ah ! 

*  celeltial  enchantrefs  !  the  necromancy  of  thy  tyranni- 
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*  cal  chifms  hath  fettered  my  facakies  with  adaman- 

<  tine  chains,  which  i;nleis  thy  compafiion  fliall  melt,  I 

*  mull:  eternally  remain  in  the  Tartarean  giilph  of  dif- 

<  mal  delpair.     Vouchiate,  therefore,  O  thou  brighteft 

*  luminary  of  this  terrcfirial  iphere  !  to  wann  as  well 
^  as  fiiine ;  and  let  the  genial  rays  cf  thy  benevolence 

*  melt  the  icy  emanadons  of  t[>y  diiUain,  which  bath 

*  frozen  up  the  fpirits  of  angelick  preheminence  1  Thy 

<  moil  egregious  admirer  and  fuperiative  llave, 

'  PEREGRINE   PICKLE."" 

Never  was  aftonlfhm.ent  more  perplexing  than  that 
of  Emilia,  when  The  read  this  curious  compoiltion, 
which  file  repeated  verbatim  three  times  before  fhc 
would  credit  the  evidence  of  her  own  fenies.  She  began 
to  fear  in  good  earneft  that  love  had  produced  a  difor- 
vler  in  her  lover's  underilanding  j  but  after  a  thcufand. 
conje6liu-es,  by  which  (he  attempted  to  account  for  his 
cxtracrdinaiy  fuftian  of  ityle,  ihe  concluded  that  it  was 
the  efFevTt  of  mere  levity,  calculated  to  ridicule  the  paf- 
^  ilon  he  had  foiinerly  profelled.  Irritated  by  this  lup- 
pofition,  Ihe  refoived  to  baulk  his  triumph  with  aftefted 
indifference,  and  in  the  mean  time  endeavoured  lo  ex- 
pel him  from  that  place  v^hich  he  polTefied  within  her 
heart.  And,  indeed,  fuch  a  viifcry  over  her  inclina- 
tions might  have  been  obtained  without  great  diliiculty ; 
for  fhe  enjoyed  an  eafmefs  of  temper,  that  could  accom- 
modate itfeif  to  the  emergencies  cf  her  fate  j  and  her 
vivacity,  by  amuiing  her  imagination,  prelerved  her 
from  the  keener  feniations  of  forrow.  Tlius  deter- 
mined and  difpofed,  flie  did  not  fend  any  fort  of  an- 
I'vver,  or  the  lead  token  of  remembrance  by  Pipes,  v/ho 
was  differed  to  depart  with  a  general  compliment  from 
the  mother,  and  arrived  at  Winchefter  the  next  day. 

Peregrine's  eyes  fparkled  when  he  faw  liis  meflenger 
come  in,  and  he  (tretched  out  his  hand  in  full  conii- 
dcuce  of  receiving  fom.e  particular  mark  of  his  Emilia's 
afFedlion  J  but  how  was  he  confounded,  when  he  found 
his  hope  fo  cruelly  difappointed  !  In  an  inftant  his 
countenance  fell.     He  ftood  for  fame  tijue  filent  and 

Vol.  I.  L  abaflied. 
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shaihed,  theri  thrice  rtpcated  the  interrogation  of| 
^  '^.Vha': !  not  one  word  from  Emilia?'  And,  diibio"iu<J 
of  his  co'arier''s  difcretior!,  enquired  minutely  into  nil 
the  particulars  of  his  reception.  He  afked  if  he  had 
feen  the  young  lady  •  if  flie  was  in  good  health  ;  if  he 
had  found  an  opportunity  of  delivering  his  letter ;  and 
licw  fhe  looked  when  he  put  it  into  her  ha;id.  Pipes 
anfwei-ed,  that  he  had  never  feen  her  in  better  health  or 
higher  Ipirits  ;  that  he  had  managed  matters  fo  as  not 
only  to  prefent  the  billet  unperceived,  but  alfo  to  ailc 
her  commands  in  private  before  he  took  his  ieave> 
when  fne  told  him  that  the  letter  required  no  replv. 
Tills  laft  circumilanceheconlidered  as  a  manifeft  mark, 
of  difrefpe61j  and  gnawed  his  lips  with  refentment« 
Upon  farther  refiefliion,  hov/eVer,  he  iuppofed  that  (\-iQ 
could  not  conveniently  write  by  the  mellenger,  and 
would  undcubttdly  favour  him  by  the  pofi.  This  con* 
iideration  confoled  him  for  the  prefent,  and  he  waited 
impatiently  for  the  fruits  of  his  hope  ;  but  after  he  had 
fet-n  eight  days  elapfed  without  reaping  the  fatisfactiort 
with  which  he  had  flattered  himfelf,  his  temper  for- 
fook  him,  he  raved  againft  the  whole  fex,  and  was 
feized  v/ith  a  fit  of  fudden  chagrin  5  but  his  pride  in  a 
little  time  came  to  his  afliftance,  ar:d  refcued  him  from 
the  horrors  of  the  mielancholy  iiend.  He  refolved  to 
retort  her  own  n.egle6l  upon  his  ungrateful  miftrefs  ■; 
his  countenance  gradually  refuraed  its  foiTner  ferenity ; 
and  though  by  this  time  he  v/as  pretty  well  cured  of 
his  foppery,  he  appeared  again  at  putlick  diverfions 
v/ith  an  air  of  gaiety  and  unconcern,  that  Emilia' 
might  have  a  chance  of  hearing  how  much,  in  all  like- 
lihood, he  difregarded  her  difdain. 

There  are  never  wanting  certain  officious  perfons, 
v/ho  take  pleafure  in  promoting  intelligence -of  this 
fort.  His  behaviour  foon  reached  tlie  ears  of  Mif* 
Gaimtlet,  and  conni-med  her  in  the  opinion  ihe  had 
conceived  from  his  letter ;  fo  that  flie  fortified  herfelf 
in  her  former  fentiments,  and  bore  his  indifference  v/ith 
.^rcat  philofophy.    Thus,  a  correipondence  which  had 

commenced 
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commenced  with  all  the  tendernefs  and  inicerl^y  of 
love,  and  eveiy  promife  of  duration^  was  interrupted 
in  Its  mrancy  by  a  mifunderftanding  occaiioned  by  the 
limplicity  of  Pipes,  who  never  once  refleaed  upon  the 
conieqiiences  ot  his  deceit. 

Thongh  their  mutua]  paiTion  was  by  thefe  means 
luppi-elTed  for  the  prefent,  it  was  not  altogether  extin- 
^ilhed,  but  glowed  in  lecret,  thou^i  even  to  them- 
ielves  unknown,  until  an  occafion  which  a^te-wa'-ds 
oftered  blew  up  the  latent  flame,  and  Love  relumed  his 
cmpu-e  m  their  breafts. 

While  they  moved,  as  it  were,  without  tlie  fphei-e 
of  each  other's  attraftion,  the  commodore,  fearinc 
that  Ferry,  was  m  danger  of  involving  himfelf  in  fom? 
pernicious  engagement,  refolved,  by  advice  of  Mr 
Joiter  and  his  friend  the  parifh  prieft,  to  recal  him 
fl-ora  tne  place  where  he  had  contracted  liich  imprudent 
conneftions,  and  fend  him  to  the  univeriitv,  where  his 
education  mig^it  be  compleated,  and  his  fanev  weaned 
:rom  ail  puerile  am.ufements, 

This  plan  had  been  propofed  to  his  own  father, 
Who,  as  hath  oeen  already  obfer/ed,  ftood  always  neu! 
f  I'l'^'^r^i^'fg^lf  t  concerned  his  eldeftfon  ;  and,  as 
/or  Kxrs.-  Fickle  fhe  had  never  heard  his  name  men- 
tioned hnce  his  departure  with  any  degree  of  temper  or 
tranquiility,  except  when  her  hufband  informed  her 
that  he  was  m  a  fair  way  of  being  ruined  bv  his  indJf, 
creetamoiir  It  was  then  ilie  began  to  applaud  her 
^wn  rorehght,  which  had  diicerned  themark  of  repro- 
bation m  that  vicicu.o  boy,  and  launched  out  in  com- 
panfon  between  nim  a.id  Gammv^  who,  Ihe  obfen-ed 
Avas  a  child  or  uncommon  parts  and  foliditv,  and,  with 
Xm  bieffrng  of  .God,  would  be  a  ccnifoit  to  hi.  parents, 
and  an  ornam.ent  to  the  familv. 

Should  I  affirm  that  this  fkvourite,  whom  /he  com- 

v^b^rl  iT  -'  7^^  ''^'''y  ''^r^^  the  reverie  of 
v;hat  ihe  defcribed  ;  that  he  was  a  bov  of  mean  capa= 
,€ity,  and  tnough  remarkably  diftorted  in  his  bodv, 
,??rach  i?iore  crooked  in  his  diipofitionj  aiid  that  fhj 
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had  perfuaded  her  hulband  to  efpoiife  her  opinion, 
though  it  was  contraiy  to  common  lenie,  as  well  as  to 
his  own  perceprlon  j  I  am  afraid  the  reader  will  think 
I  reprefeiit  a  monfter  that  never  exifted  in  natvd-e,  and 
be  apt  to  condemn  the  ceconomy  of  my  invention  j  ne- 
vertheleft,  there  is  nothing  more  tme  than  eveiy  cir- 
cnmftance  of  what  I  have  advanced  j  and  I  wifh  tho 
picture,  lingular  as  it  is,  may  not  be  thought  to  re- 
femble  more  than  one  original. 

CHAP.    XX. 
Peregrine  is  fu?mnoned  to  attend  his  Uncle  ;  is  more  ani 
more  hated  by  his  onjon  Mother  ;  appeals  to  his  Father^ 
n,vhofe  Comiefenfion  is  defeated  by  the  Dominion  cf  his 
Wife. 

BUT  waving  thefe  refleaicns,  let  us  return  to  Pere- 
grine, who  received  a  fummons  to  attend  his  uncle, 
and'^in  a  few  days  arrived  with  Mr.  Jolter  and  Pipes  at 
the  garrifon,  which  he  filled  with  joy  and  fatisiadicn. 
The  alteration  which,  during  his  abfence,  had  happen- 
ed in  his  perfon,  was  very  favourable  in  his  appear- 
ance; which,  from  that  of  a  comely  boy,  was  con- 
verted into  that  of  a  moft  engaging  youth.  He  was 
ah-eady  taller  than  a  middle-lized  man,  his  fliapeal- 
certained,  his  finews  well  knit,  his  mien  greatly  im- 
proved, and  his  whole  figure  as  elegant  and  gracehn, 
as  if  it  had  been  caft  in  the  fame  mould  witn  the  Apollo 
of  Belvidere.  . 

Such  an  outfide  could  not  fall  of  prepofi^fling  people 
in  his  favour.  The  commodore,  notwitliitanding  ^ne 
advantageous  reports  he  had  heard,  found  his  expe.  ca- 
tion exceeded  in  the  perfon  of  Peregrine,  and  ligmned 
his  approbation  in  the  moft  fanguine  terms.  Mrs. 
Tnmnlon  was  ftruck  with  his  l-'Uteel  addrefs,  and  re- 
ceived him  with  uncommon  marks  of  complacency  and 
affection:  he  was  carefled  by  all  the  people  ni  the 
neighbourhood ;  who,  while  they  admired  his  accom- 
plllhments,  could  not  help  pitying  his  infatuated  mo- 
ther for  being  deprived  of  that  iinutterable  dehgnLwnicti 
^     ^  any 
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*ny  other  parent  would  have  enjoyed  in-  the  contem 
plation  of  fuch  an  amiable  Ion. 

Divers  eftbits  were  made  by  fome  well-difcofed  peo- 
ple, to  conquer,  if  polTible,  this  monftrous  prejudice  j 
but  their  endeavours,  inftead  of  curino-,  fenced  "qnly  to 
iiiiiarne  the  diilemper,  and  ilie  never  could  be  prevailed 
upon  to  indulge  him  v/ith  the  leaft  mark  of  maternal 
regard.  On  the  contrary^,  her  original  difguft  degene- 
rated  Into  fuch  inveteracy-  of  hatred,  thai  fhe  left  no 
ftO)ie  unturned  -to  alienate  the  commodore's  affeftion 
for  this  her  innocent  child,  and  even  pra'Slifed  them.oft 
malicious  defamation  to  accompiifli  her  purpofe.  Every 
day  did  fhe  abufe  her  husband's  ear  with  Ibme  forged 
infiance  of  Peregrine's  ingratitude  to  his  uncle,  well 
kno-.ving  that  it  Avould  reach  the  commodore's  know, 
ledge  at  night. 

Accordingly,  Mr.  Pickle  ufed  to  tell  him  at  the 
clxihj  that  his  hopeful  favourite  had  ridiculed  him  in 
fuch  a  company,  and  afperfed  his  fpoufe  upon  another 
eecafion ;  and  thus  retail  the  little  fcandalous  iilue  of 
his  own  wife's  invention.  Luckily  for  Peregrine,  the 
pommodore  paid  no  great  regard  to  the  authoritv  of 
his  infoi-mer,  becauie  he  knew  from,  what  canaf  his 
intelligence  flowed  :  beiides,  the  youth  had  a  ftaunch 
friend  in  Mr.  Hatchway,  who  never  failed  to  vindicate 
him  when  he  was  thus  unjuftly  accufed,  and  always 
found  arg-ument  enough  to  confute  the  afiertions  of  his 
enemies.  But  though  Tnmnion  had  been  dubious  of 
the  young  gentleman's  principles,  and  deaf  to  the 
remonftrances  of  the  lieutenant,  Perry  was  J^rovided 
with  a  bulwark  lirong  enough  to  defend  him  from  all 
fuch  afTaults.  This  was  no  other  than  his  aunt,  v/hofe 
regard  for  him  was  perceived  to  increafe  in  the  fame 
proportion  as  his  own  mother's  diminifhed ;  and,  in- 
deed, the  augmentation  of  the  one  was,  in  all  proba- 
bility, ov/ing  to  the  decreafe  of  the  other  ;  for  the  two 
ladies,  with  great  civility,  perform.ed  all  the  duties  of 
good  neighbourhood,  and  hated  each  other  mofl  v'u 
oyllv  in  their  hearts.  Mrs 
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Mrs.  Pickle  having  been  difobliged  at  the  fplendcr 
of  her  fifter's  new  equipage,  had  ever  fmce  that  tintr, 
in  the  courfe  of  her  vifiting,  endeavoured  to  mskvi 
people  meny  v/ith  fatirical  jokes  on  the  poor  lad^-'s  in- 
iirmiries  :  r.nd  Mrs.  Trunnion  feized  the  veiy  firft  op- 
poitvmity  of  making  reprifVJs,  by  inveighing  againit 
her  unnatural  behaviour  to  her  ov/n  cliila ;  fo  that  Pt;- 
regrine,  as  on  the  one  hand  he  wss  abhoiyed,  fo  on 
the  other  was  he  careiTed,  in  confequence  cf  tliis  con- 
tention ;  and  I  firmly  believe,  that  the  moft  effe61ual 
method  of  deftroying  his  interell  at  the  garrifcn,  w^ould 
have  been  the  ihew  of  countenancing  him  at  his  father's 
houfe :  but,  whether  this  conie6lure  be  reafonable  or 
chimerical,  certain  it  is,  the  experiment  was  never 
tiled,  and  therefore  Mr.  Peregrine  ran  no  rifque  of 
being  difgraced.  The  commodore,  who  aflumed,  and 
juftly  too,  the  whole  merit  of  his  education,  v-as  now 
as  proud  of  the  youth's  improvemiCnts,  as  if  he  had 
a^ually  been  his  own  offspring ;  and  fometimes  his 
affeaion  rofe  to  f^jch  a  pitch  of  enthuliaiin,  that  he  ve- 
rily believed  him  to  be  the  iiTue  of  his  own  loins.  Not- 
withftandii-.g  this  favourable  predicament  in  which  our 
hero  ftood  with  his  aunt  and  her  hufoand,  he  could 
not  help  feeling  the  injuiy  he  fuffered  from  the  caprice 
of  his  mother  5  and  thovigh  the  gaiety  of  his  diii^ofition 
hindered  him  from  affil^ling  himfelf  with  refleclicns  of 
any  gloomy  caft,  he  did  not  fail  to  forefee  that  if  any 
Hidden  accident  fhould  deprive  him  of  the  ccm>modore, 
he  would  in  all  likelihood  find  himfelf  in  a  very  difa- 
gi-eeable  fituation.  Prompted  by  this  ccnisJeration, 
he  one  evening  accompanied  his  uncle  to  the  club,  and 
was  introduced  to  his  father,  before  that  v^crthy  gen- 
tleman had  the  leaft  inkling  cf  his  arrival. 

Mr.  Gamaliel  was  never  fo  difconcerted  as  at  this 
rencounter.  His  owndifpofitionwculd  notfiiiter  him  to 
do  any  thing  that  might  create  the  leaft  difturbance,  or 
internipt  his  evening^'s  enjoym.ent  ;  fo  ftrongly  was  he 
imprefled  with  tlie  terror  of  his  wife,  that  he  durll  not 
yield  to  the  ti-anquillity  of  his  temper:  and,  as  I  have 

already 
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alrcidyobferved,  his  inclination  v/as  perfe£lly  neutral. 
Thus  duli-acled  between  ditrcrent  motives,  when  Peny 
was  preiented  to  him,  he  iat  fiient  and  abfcrpt,  as  if 
ht  did  not  or  woiild  not  perceive  the  application  ;  and 
when  he  was  urg-'^.I  co  declare  himfelf  by  the  youth, 
who  pathetic:^liy  begged  to  know  how  be  had  incnned 
his  difpleafure,  he  aniVered  in  a  peevifh  drain — '  Why, 
good  now,  child,  what  would  ycti  have  me  to  do  ? 
your  mother  can't  abide  you.'' — *  If  my  mother  is  fo 
vnkind,  I  will  not  call  it  'unnatural,""  laid  Peregrine, 
the  tears  of  ^indignation  ftarclng  from  his  eyej,  as  to 
banlfh  me  from  her  prefence  and  affeclion,  without  the 
leall  cauie  ajTis:ned  ;  I  hope  you  will  not  be  fo  unjuil 
as  to  efpoufe  her  barbarous  preiudice/  Before  Mr. 
Pickle  had  time  to  reply  to  this  expofLulation,  for 
which  he  was  not  at  all  prepared,  the  commodore  in- 
terpoied,  and  enforced  his  favourite's  remonfaance,  by 
telling  Mr.  Gamaliel  that  he  was  afoamed  to  fee  a^y 
rnan  drive  in  fuch  a  miferable  manner  under  his  wife's 
petticoat.  *  As  for  my  own  part,'  faid  he,  railing  his 
voice,  and  aduming  a  look  of  importance  ami  com- 
mand, '  before  I  would  fuffer  myl'elf  to  be  fteered  all 
■n-eathers  by  any  woman  in  Chriftcndom,  d'ye  fee! 
I'd  ralfe  fuch  a  hurricane  a'Dout  her  ears,  that — '' 
Here  he  was  intenupted  by  Mr.  Hatciv.vay,  who 
tluiifting  his  head  tov^ards  the  door  in  the  attitude  of 
one  that  iiftens,  cried,  *  Ahey  !  there's  yciu"  fpoufe 
come  to  pay  us  a  vifit.'  Trunnion's  features  that  in- 
ftant  adopted  a  new  difpofition  :  fear  and  confullon 
tc  ak  polTcfTion  of  his  countenance  "5  his  voice  from  a 
tone  of  vociferation  funk  into  a  whilper  of — '  Sure  you 
ir;uPc  be  miflaken,  Jack  j'  and  in  great  perplexity  he 
wi',->ed  off  the  fw^eat  which  hvid  ftarted  on  his  forehead 
at  this  fali'c  alarm.  The  lieutenant  having  thus  pu- 
n'fiied  him  for  the  rhodomontade  he  had  uttered,  told 
•liim  with  an  arch  fneer,  that  he  was  deceived  by  the 
fcimd  of  the  outward  door  cveakmg  iipon  it's  hinges, 
Yv'hich  he  raiitock  for  'Sin.  Tninnion's  voice,  and  de- 
fu- cd   him  to  proceed  wltlr   his   admonitions  to  Mr. 
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iPickle.  It  is  net  to  be  denied  that  this  arrogance  waiS 
a  little  xmfeall n^.blt  In  the  ccmnnodore,  v/ho  was  in  all 
reipefts  as  efi'eclualiy  fiibdued  to  the  dominion  of  his 
wile,  as  the  peribn  whofe  kib'mifilon  he  then  ventured 
to  ccndcnm  ;  with  this  difference  of  difpclition :  Trun- 
nion's fubje6tion  was  like  that  of  a  bear,  chequered 
with  fits  of  furlinefs  and  rage  5  whereas,  Pickle  bore 
the  ycke  like  an  ox,  without  repining.  No  v.onder> 
then,  that  this  indolence,  this  fliiggifnnefs,  this  ftagna- 
tion  of  temper,  rendered  Gamaher  incapable  of  with- 
ftanding  the  arguments  and  importunity  cf  his  friends^ 
to  which  he  at  length  farrendered.  He  acquiefced  in 
tl)e  juftice  of  their  obfervations,  and  taking  his  Ion  by 
the  hand,  promiled  to  favour  him  for  tire  future  with 
his  love  and  fatherly  protcftich. 

But  this  laudable  reiclution  did  not  laft-j  Mrs. 
Pickle,  ftiil  dubious  of  his  conftancy,  and  jealotis  of 
his  communication  with  the  commodore,  never  failed 
to  interrogate  him  every  night  about  the  converfatioa 
that  happened  at  the  club  ;  and  regulate  her  exhorta- 
tion according  to  the  intelligence  ilie  received.  He 
was  no  fconer,  therefore,  fafely  conveyed  to  the  bed 
(that  academy  in  which  all  notable  wives  communicate 
their  le6lures)  when  her  catechifra  began ;  and  fne  in  a 
moment  perceived  fomething  reluctant  and  equivocal 
in  her  huiband's  anfv/ers.  Aroufed  at  this  diicoven,', 
{he  employed  her  influence  and  ikili  with  fuch  fuccefs, 
that  he  difclofed  eyery  circunfcance  of  vv^hat  had  hap- 
pened ;  and  after  haying  iiiftahied  a  molf  fevere  rebuke 
for  his  fimplicity  and  indifcretion,  humbled  himielf  lb 
far  as  to  promife  that  he  would  next  day  annul  the  con- 
riefcenfions  he  had  m.ade,  and  for  ever  renounce  the  un- 
gracious objeft  of  her  difguft.  This  undertaking  was 
punclually  performed  in  a  letter  to  the  commodorej 
Vvhich  fne  herfcif  diclated  in  thefe  words— 

*  WHEREAS  my  good-nature  being  lall 
f  night  Impofed  upon,  I  was  petiuaded  to  countenance 
f  ftiid  promife  I  know  not  what  to  that  vicious  yoxTths 
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;  *  whofe  parent  I  have  the  misiortune  to  be  ;  I  dtiire 
\*  you  will  take  notice  that  I  revoke  all  fuch  counte- 
[  ••  nance  and  promifes,  and  fliail  never  look  upon  that 
:  *  man  as  my  friend,  who  will  henceforth  in  liich  a  caufe 
r'*  folicit.   Sir,  yours,  Sec.  '  gam.  pickle.'' 

^  CHAP.    XXI. 

,  ^ramiiofi  Is  enraged  at  the  Conduci  of  Fickle,     Fere- 
gr'ine  refents  the  Inniflice  of  his  Mother,  to  ^jjhom  he 
explains  his  Sentiinents  in  a  Letter.   Is  entered  at  the 
Uni-oerfty  of  Oxford,  ^jjhere  he  Jig?ializes  hi (nf elf  as 
a  Youth  cf  an  enterpri-zing  Genius. 
TTNSPEAKABLE  were  the  tranfports   of  rag-e  to 
which  Trunnion  was  incenied  by  this  abfurd  re- 
.  nTinciaticn  :   he  tore  the  letter  with  his  gums  (teeth  h: 
had  none)  ipit  with  furious  grimaces,  in  token  of  the 
contempt  he  ents:rtained  for  the  author,  whom  he  not 
only  dainneJ  as  a  loufy,  fcabby,  naxly,  fcurvy,  fculk- 
ing,  lubberly  noodle,  butrcfolved  to  challenge  tofjigle 
combat  with  fire  and  fword  j  but  he  vv^as  difluaded  from 
.  tins  violent  meafure,  and  appeafed  by  the  inten-ention 
and  advice  of  the  lieutenant  and  Mr.  Joker,  who  re- 
prefented  the  meflage  as  the  eftecl  of  the  poor  man's 
innrmity,  for  which  he  was  rather  an  obje6l  of  pit^- 
tlian  of  refentment;  and  turned  the  ftream  of  his  indig- 
nation againft  the  v^'ife,  whom  he  reviled  accordingly. 
Nor  did  Peregrine  himfelf  bear  with  patience  this  inju- 
rious declaration,  the  nature  of  vv^hich  he  r.o  fconer  un- 
deritood  from  Hatchway,  than  equally  iliocked  and  ex- 
afperated,  he  retired  to  his  apartment,  and  in  the  firft 
emotions   of  his  ire,  produced   the  following  epiille, 
«rhlch  was  immediately  conve\'ed  to  his  mother — 
*  M.ADAM, 

^  HAD  nat\ire  formed  me  a  bugbear  to  the 

*  fight,  and  infpired  me  wit]i  a  ibul  as  vicious  as  my 
<  body  was  detellable,  perhaps  I  might  have  enjoved 

*  pai-ticulai-n-arks  of  your  afreftion  and  applaufe :"  fee- 

*  ingyou  haveperfecutedme  with  fuch  unnatural  aver- 

*  fion,  for  no  other  vifible  reafon,  than  that  of  my  dif- 
'  ftnng  fo  widely  in  ihape  as  vv-ell  as  difpofition,  from 

'  that 
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.*  that  deformed  urchin  who  is  the  objeft  of  your  ten« 

*  dernefs  and  care.     If  thofe  be  the  terms  01  which 

*  alone  I  can  obtain  yonr  favour,  I  ]-;ray  Gcd  you  may 

*  never  ceaie  to  hate.  Madam,  your  nioft  injured  fon, 

*  PEREGRINE  PICKLE»* 
This  letter,  which  nothing  but  his  p?.fIion  and  inex- 
perience could  excuie,  had  fuch  an  effect  upon  his  mo- 
1:  ler,  as  may  be  ealily  conceived.  She  was  enraged  to 
a  degree  of  frenzy  againft  the  writer :  though  at  the 
fam.e  time  fhe  confidered  the  v/hole  as  the  produ6Vion  of 
Mrs.  Trunnion's  particular  pique,  and  reprefented  it  to 
her  hufband  as  an  infult  that  he  was  boupd  in  honour  to 
refent,  by  breaking  off  all' correfpondence  with  the 
commodore  and  his  family.  This  was  a  bitter  pill  to 
Ga.nialiel;  who,  tlii'ough  a  long  courfe  of  years,  was  fo 
habituated  to  Trunnion's  company,  that  he  could  as 
cafily  have  parted  with  a  limb,  as  have  relinquifhed  the 
club  all  at  once.  He  therefcre  ventured  to  reprefent 
his  ov/n  incapacity  to  follow  her  advice,  and  begged 
that  he  miight  at  leaff  be  allowed  to  drop  die  conneclioii 
gradually :  proteiling  that  he  would  do  his  endeavour 
to  give  her  all  manner  of  fatisfaclion. 

Meanwhile  preparations  were  made  for  Peregrine"'s 
departure  to  the  ujiiveriit}',  and  in  a  few  weeks  he  fet 
out,  in  the  feventeenth  year  of  his  age,  accompanied  by 
the  fam.e  attendants  v/ho  lived  with  him  at  Winchefter<, 
His  uncle  laid  ftrong  injun6i:ions  upon  him  to  avoid  the 
company  of  immodeft  womicn,  to  mind  Iiis  learning,  to 
let  him  hear  of  his  welfare  as  often  as  he  could  fpare 
time  to  write,  and  fettled  his  appointments  at  the  rate 
of  live  hundred  a  year,  including  his  governor's  falar)', 
whicli  was  one  fifth  part  of  the  lum.  The  heart  c^ 
our  young  gentlem.an  dilated  at  the  proipect  of  the 
figine  he  ihould  make  with  inch  a  handfome  annuity^ 
the  managemient  of  which  was  left  at  his  ov/n  difcre- 
tion :  and  he  amufed  his  im.agination  with  the  moft 
agreeable  reveries  during  his  joxirney  to  Oxford,  which 
he  performed  in  two  days.  Here  being  introduced  to 
filK  head  of  the  f  eilege,  to  whom  he  had  been  recom- 
mended. 


PiZREGRINE    PICKLE,  I-,j 

CKnded,  accommodated  with  genteel  apaitments,   en-- 
tcred  as  gentleman  commoner  in  the  books,   and'  pro- 
vided with  a  judicious  tutor,  inlread  of  returrino-  to 
tne  Itiidy  of  Greek  and  Latin,  in  which  he  thought 
himieir  already  fufficiently  inlhiKted,   he  renewed  his 
acquaintance  with  lome  of  his  old  Ichool-feilows,  whom 
he  found  in  the  lame  fituation,  and  was  by  them  initi- 
ated mto  all  the  taTnlonablediveriions  of  the  place. 
■    It  was  not  long  before  he  made  himlelf  remarkable 
for  his  fpint  and  liunjoiu-,  which  were  lb  accepttble  <-o 
the  bucks  of  the  univerfity,  that  he  was  admitted  as 'a 
memoer  of  their  corporation,  and  in  a  very  little  time 
became  the  moft  conibicuous  peribnage  of  the  whole 
fraternity ;  not  that  he  valued  him.fclf  upon  his  abilitv 
.   m  Imoakmg  tlie  greateft  number  or  pipes,  and  drinking 
the  largeft  quantity  of  ale  :  thefe  were  qualifications  of 
too  grofs  a  nature  to  caprivate  his  refined  ambition. 
He  piqued  himfelf  on  his  talent  for  railieiT,  his  genius 
and  taiie,  his  perfonal  accomplifliraents,  and  his  foccefs 
at  intrigue  :  nor  were  his   excurllons  confined  to  the 
Imall  villages  in  the  neighbourhood,   which  are  com- 
monly vilited  once  a  week  by  the  ft\idents  for  the  fake 
of  carnal  recreation.    He  kept  hi3  own  horfes,  traverfed 
the  v/hole  country  in  parties  of  pieafure,  attended  all 
the  races  within  hfty  miles  of  Oxford,   and  m.ade  fre- 
quent jaunts  to  London,  where  he  ufed  to  lie  incognito 
during  tbebeft  part  of  m.any  a  term. 

The^tles  of  the  univerfity  were  too  fevere  to  be  ob^ 
fcrved  by  a  youth  of  his  Vxvaciiy  ;  .and  therefore  he  be- 
eame  acquainted  with  the  proctoi-  by  times.  But  all- 
the  checks  he  received  were  inmif.cient  to  moderate  his 
cai-eer  j  he  frequented  taverns  and  coffee-houles,  com- 
jHitted  midnight  tf  olicks  in  the  fti'eets,  iniulted  all  the 
fober  and  paciiick  clafs  of  his  feliow-itudents  ;  the  tu- 
tors themielves  were  not  facred  from  his  ridicule ;  h- 
laughed  at  the  magilfrate,  and  neglefted  ever}-  particu- 
lar of  college  difciplme. 

In  vain  did  they  attempt  to  reftrain  his  irregularities 
hy  the  impoiition  of  fines  ;  he  was  iibsral  to  profulioa, 
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and  therefore  paid  without  reluctance.  Thrice  did  h« 
Jcale  the  windows  ot  a  tradtfman,  with  whole  daugh- 
ter he  had  an  affair  of  gallantry  j  as  oft<;n  was  he 
oi)iiged  to  ieek  his  fafety  by  a  precipitate  leap  ;  and 
one  night  would,  in  all  probability,  have  fallen  a  facrl- 
fice  to  an  ambulcade  that  was  laid  by  the  father,  had 
not  his  trtiiiyiquire  Pipes  interpofed  in  his  behalf,  and 
manfully  refcued  him  fr::in  the  clubb-  of  his  eneinies. 

In  the  midri  of  thefe  excefies,  Mr.  Jclter  finding  his 
admonitiono  neglefted,  and  his  influence  utterly  d^- 
firoyed,  attempted  to  wean  his  pupil  from  his  extrava- 
gant courfes,  by  engaging  his  attesition  in  feme  jnort; 
laudable  purfj.it.  With  this  viev.'-  he  introduced  hini 
into  a  club  of  politicians,  who  received  him  with  great 
de-ncnilrations  of  regard,  acccmracdated  themicives 
more  than  he  could  have  expecled  to  his  jovial  difpan- 
tion,  and  while  they  revolved  fcheraes  for  the  reforma- 
tion of  the  (late,  drank  with  fucli  devotion  to  the  ac- 
corapliDinient  of  their  plans,  that  before  parting,  tlie 
cares  of  their  patriotlim  were  quite  ovenvliehned. 

Peregrine,  though  he  could  not  approve  of  their  doc- 
ti'ine,  refolved  to  attach  himfelf  for  feme  time  to  thek 
€0!npany ;  becaufe  he  perceived  ample  fubjecl  for  his 
ridicule,  in  the  characters  oi  thefe  wrong-lieaded  en- 
thufiails.  It  was  a  conftant  pra6lice  with  thsm,  in 
their  midnight  confiftories,  to  fwallow  fuch  plentiful 
draughts  of  inlpiration,  that  then*  myiferies  comnicnlv 
ended  like  thole  cf  the  Bacclianalian  Orgia  ;  and  ther 
were  ffldom  capable  of  maintaining  that  Iblemnity  of 
decormn  which,  by  the  nature  of  their  njn^tions,  mcil 
of  thtm  were  obliged  to  profefo.  Now  as  Peregrine's 
fatirical  diipoiition  was  never  more  gratified  than  wlien 
lie  had  gn  opportunity  of  expofmg  gi'ave  characlers  in 
ridiculous  attitudes,  he  laid  a  mifchievous  fnare  for  his 
ntv/  confederates,  v/hlch  took  elFeft  in  this  manner. 
In  one  of  their  nofturnal  deliberations,  he  promoted 
liich  a  fpirit  cf  good  fcUcv/fliip,  by  the  agreeable  fallics 
of  his  wit,  which  were  purpoiely  levelled  agalnft  their 
political  adverfaries,  tliat  by  t-n  o'clock  th.ey  were  all 

ready 
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ready  to  join  in  the  moil  extiaA'^agant  propofal  that 
could  be  made.  They  broke  their  glafies  in  conCrqnence 
of  his  iuggeiHon,  di  ank  healths  out  ol  their  fhoes,  caps, 
and  the  bottoms  of  the  candk-fticks  that  iiood  betore 
them,  ibmetlmes  Handing  with  one  foot  on  a  chair,  and 
the  kr;ee  bent  on  the  edge  of  the  table  y  and  when  they 
could  no  longer  Hand  in  that  pofture,  fetting  their 
hare  polteriors  on  the  cold  floor.  They  huzzaed, 
hallooed,  danced,  and  fung  5  and,  in  fhort,  were  ele- 
vated to  fuch  a  pitch  of  intoxication,  that  when  Pe- 
regrine propofed  that  they  fhould  burn  their  perriwigs, 
the  hint  was  immediately  approved,  and  they  executed 
the  frolick  as  one  man.  Their  ihoes  and  caps  under- 
v/ent  the  fame  fate,  by  the  fame  inlligation  ;  and  in  tlii^ 
trim  he  led  them  forth  into  the  Hrcet,  where  they  re- 
folved  to  compel  erery  body  they  fhould  find  to  fub- 
fcribe  to  their  political  creed,  and  pronoxmce  the  Shi- 
holeth  of  their  party.  In  the  atchievement  of  tliis  cn- 
terprize,  they  met  with  more  oppofitlon  than  they  ex- 
pected :  tliey  were  encountered  with  arguments  which 
ti\ey  could  not  vv-ell  withliiand  ;  the  nofes  of  fome,  and 
eyes  of  others,  in  a  veiy  little  time  bore  the  marks  of 
obilinatedifnutation.  Their  conductor  having  at  length 
cTigaged  the  whole  body  in  a  fray  with  another  fcjua- 
droj-.,  which  was  pretty  much  in  the  fame  condition,  he 
very  fairly  gave  them  the  ilip,  and  flily  retreated  to  his 
apartment,  foreleeing  that  his  companions  would  foon 
hj  f.:voured  v/ith  the  notice  of  their  fuperiors  :  nor  was 
r.f  di-celvfcd  in  his  prognolllck  ;  the  pro61or  gohig  his 
lojnd,  clianccd  to  fall  in  with  this  tumultuous  uproar, 
and  intcrpofing  his  authority,  found  means  to  quiet  the 
diiturbance.  He  took  cognizance  of  their  names,  and 
diuniiled  the  rioter*  to  their  refpe6tive  chambers,  not  a 
little  Icannalized  at  the  behaviour  of  Ibme  among 
tf.cm,  whofc  bufme!s  and  duty  it  was  to  let  far  other 
examples  to  the  youth  under  their  care  and  direftion. 

About  midniglit,  Pipes,  who  had  orders  to  attend  at 
i.  dhtance,  and  keep  an  e\'e  wpon  Jolter,  brought  heme 
-r.at  unfortunate  gfvenwr  upon  his  back,  (Peregrine 

Vol.  J,  "  hi  having 


t^-f-  PEtlEGRiKE    FICKLE. 

iiavmg  before-hand  fecured  his  admittance  into  the  ccl^ 
lege ;)  and  among  other  bruiies  he  was  found  to  havo 
received  a  couple  of  contuiions  on  his  face,  which  next 
morning  appeared  in  a  black  circle  that  furrounded  each 
eye.  This  was  a  mortifying  circumlliance  to  a  mail 
of  his  charafter  and  deportment,  efpecially  as  he  had 
received  a  meOage  from  the  proclor,  who  delired  to  fee 
him  forthwith.  With  great  humility  and  con'trition 
he  begged  the  advice  of  his  pupil,  who  being  ufed  to 
amufe  himfflf  with  painting,  alfured  Mr.  Jolter,  that 
he  would  cover  thofe  figns  of  difgrace  with  a  flight  coat 
of  flefh-coiour,  fo  dexteroully,  that  it  would  be  almoft 
impoliible  to  diftinguiflr  the  artificial  from  the  natural 
ikin.  The  rueful  governor,  rather  than  expofe  fuch 
opprobrious  tokens  to  the  obfervation  and  cenlure  of 
the  magiilrate,  fubmitted  to  the  expedient.  Although 
his  counfeilor  had  over-rated  his  own  fkill,  he  was  per- 
luaded  to  confide  in  tlie  difguife,  and  aftually  attended 
tht  proftor,  v/ith  fuch  a  ftaring.addition  to  the  natural 
ghaltlinefs  of  his  features,  that  his  vifage  bore  a  very 
apt  refemblance  to  fome  of  thofe  ferocious  countenances 
that  hang  over  the  doors  of  certain,  taverns  and  ale- 
houfes,  under  the  denomination  of  the  Saracen's  head. 

Such  a  remarkable  alteration  of  phyfiognomy  could 
not  efcape  the  notice  of  the  moil  undilcernhig  beholder j) 
much  leis  the  penetrating  eye  of  his  fevere  judge,  al- 
ready whetted  with  what  he  had  feen  over-night.  He 
Vv-as  therefore  xipbraided  with  this  ridiculous  and  fhal- 
lov/  artifice,  and  together  with  the  companions  of  his 
debauch,  underwent  fuch  a  cutting  reprimand,  for  the 
fcandalous  irregularity  of  his  condu6i,  that  all  of  them 
remained  crell-fallen,  and  were  aihamed,  for  many 
weeks,  to  appear  in  the  publick  execution  of  their 
duty. 

Peregrine  was  too  vain  of  his  finefle,  to  conceal  the 
part  he  a6led  in  this  comedy,  with  the  particulars  of 
which  he  regaled  his  companions,  and  thereby  intailed 
upon  himfelf  the  hate  and  refdntment  of  the  comm\i- 
BitVj  whole  maxims  and  pra6lices  he  had  difclofed  ; 

for 
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for  he  was  confidered  as  a  fpy,  who  had  Intruded  him- 
ie\f  mto  their  ibciety,  with  a  view  of  betraying  it  j  or, 
at  beft,  as  an  apoftate  and  renegado  from  the  faith  and 
principles  which  he  had  protefled. 

CHAP.    XXII. 
He  is  infulted  by  his  'Tutor,  n>:ho7n  he  lampoon:  ;  makes 
a  confiderahle  Prcgrefs  iu  polite   LiteratKre  ;  and  in 
an  Excurfion  to  Windfcr,  meets  ivith  Emilia  by  Acci- 
dent, and  is  very  coldly  received. 
A  ?^IONG  thofe  who  iuffered  by  his  craft  and  infide- 
-^^  lity  was  Mr.  Jumbie,  his  own   tutor,  who  could 
not  at  all  digeft  the  mortifying  affront  lie  had  received, 
and  was   refolved   to  be  revenged  on  the  iniV.lting  au- 
thor.    With  this  view  he  watched  the  ccnducl  ot  Mr. 
Pickle  Vv'ith  the  utmoft  rancour  of  vigilance,  and  let 
flip  no   opportunity  of  treating  him  with  difrefpeft, 
which  he  knew  the  difpoi-clon  of  his  pupil  could  lefs 
brook  than  any  other  feverity  it  was  in  his  power  to 
exercife. 

Peregrine  had  been  feveral  mornings  abfent  from 
chapel  5  and  as  Mr.  Jum.ble  never  frdled  to  queftiort 
him  in  a  verj-  peremptoiy  llyle  about  his  non-attend- 
ance, he  invented  fom.e  very  plaufible  excufes  5  but  at 
length  his  ingenuity  vv^as  exhaulfed  ;  he  received  a  veiy 
galling  rebuke  for  his  profligacy  of  m.orals,  and  that 
he  might  feel  it  the  more  feiuibiy,  he  was  ordered,  by 
way  of  exercife,  to  compofe  a  paraphrafe  in  Engliili 
verfe,  upon  thefe  tv/o  lines  in  Virgil — 

Vane  ligur,  fruflraque  aniinis  elate  fuperbis, 
Necqmcquam,  patrias,  teniajU  lubricus,  aries. 
The  impcfiticn  of  this  invidious  them.e  hid  ail  the 
.  defired  effect  upon  Peregrine,  wiio  not  only  conlidered 
it  as  a  piece  of  unmannerly  abufe  levelled  pgainfi:  his 
own  conduct,  but  alio  as  a  retrofpeftive  in!\dt  on  the 
memory  of  his  grandfather,  who   (as  he  had  been  in- 
formed) was  in  his  life-time  more  noted  for  his  c  arming 
than  candour  in  trade. 

Exafperated  at  this  inftance  of  the  peQ2nt's  audacity, 

Ji^  hai  y/eil  nigh  (in  his  firft  tranfports)  taken  corporal 

Ms  fatisfa^iou ' 
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fatisfacllon  on  the  fpot ;  but  forefecing  the  troiiblerome 
conl'cquenccs  that  would  attend  fiich  a  flagrant  outrage 
againii:  the  laws  of  the  univeriity,  he  checked  his  in- 
dignation, and  relblved  to  rev^enge  the  injury  in  a  more 
cool  and  contemptuous  manner.  Thus  determined,  he 
fet  on  feet  an  enquiry  into  the  particulai's  of  Jumble's 
parentage  and  education.  He  learned  that  the  father 
■of  this  infolent  txitor  was  a  bricklayer,  that  his  mother 
fold  pyes,  and  that  the  fon,  at  different  periods  of  his 
youth,  had  amufed  himfelf  in  both  occupations,  bt-foie 
he  converted  his  views  to  the  ftudy  of  learniiig.  Fra\i.ght 
with  this  intelligence,  he  compofed  the  following  ballad 
in  doggrei  rhymes,  and  next  day  prefented  it  as  a  glofs 
upon  the  text  which  the  tutor  had  chofen. 

Come,  liftcn,  ye  ftudents  of  ev'ry  degree, 

1  Cing  of  a  wit  and  a  tutor  fertile, 

A  ftatcfman  profound,  a  critick  immenfe, 

In  flioit,  a  mere  jumble  of  learning  and  fenfe  : 

And  yet  of  his  talents,  though  laudably  vain. 

His  own  family  arts  he  couM  never  attain. 

Kis  father  intending  his  fortune  to  build. 

In  his  youth  would  have  taught  him  the  trowel  to  wield  J 

But  the  mortar  of  difcipline  never  would  flick, 

For  his  fkuli  was  fecurM  by  a  facing  of  brick  ; 

And  v.'ich  all  his  endeavours  of  patience  and  pain. 

The  /kill  of  his  fire  he  could  never  attain. 

His  mother,  an  hoiifewife,  neat,  artful,  and  wife, 
Kenown'd  for  her  delicate  bifcuit  and  pyes, 
Soon  altei'd  his  ftudies,  by  flatt'ring  his  tafte, 
From  the  railing  of  walls  to  the  rearing  of  pafte  ! 
But  all  her  inftructions  were  fruitlefs  and  vain, 
Tioe  pye-making  myft'ry  he  ne'er  could  attain. 

Yet:  true  to  his  race,    in  his  labours  were  feen 
A  jumble  of  both  their  profeffions,   I  ween  ; 
For,  when  his  own  genius  he  ventur'd  to  truft, 
His  pyes  feeni'd  of  brick,  and  his  houfes  of  cruft, 
Th;;;^!,  gor.d  Mr.  Tutor,  pray  be  not  lo  vain, 
Siiice  your  familv  arts  you  could  never  attain. 

Thl5 
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This  impudent  produfticn  was  the  mcft  efre6luai 
yenffeance  he  could  have  taken  on  his  tutor,  who  had 
all  the  lupercllicus  aiTogance  and  ridiculous  pride  of  a 
low-bom  pedant.  Inftead  of  overlooking  this  petulant 
piece  of  fatire  with  that  temper  ajid  decency  of  difdain 
that  became  a  peiibn  of  his  gravity  and  ftaticn,  he  no 
fooner  caft  his  eye  over  the  perfciTnarce.  than  the  biocd 
ruined  into  his  countenance,  which  immediately  after 
exhibited  a  ghaftly  pale  ccloLir.  With  a  quivering  lip 
he  told  his  pupil  that  he  was  an  impertinent  jackanapes^ 
ajid  he  would  take  care  that  he  fnould  be  expelled  frcm 
the  univerfity,  for  having  prelunvcd  to  write  and  deliver 
fuch  a  licentious  and  fcurrilous  libel.  Peregrine'an- 
fwered  with  great  reroluticn,  that  when  the  provocation 
he  had  received  fhculd  be  krxv.'n,  he  was  perfuaded 
that  he  ihcuid  be  acquitted  by  the  opinion  of  all  impai- 
tial  people ;  and  that  he  was  ready  to  fubm.it  the 
whole  to  the  decilicn  of  the  mailer. 

This  arb^t-T-tlon  he  propofed,  becaufe  he  knew  the 
mafter  and  Jum.ble  v/ere  at  variance  ;  and  for  that  rea- 
fon  the  tutor  durft  not  venture  to  put  the  caufe  on  fuch 
an  iiTue.  Nay,  when  this  reference  was  mentioned j 
Jumble,  who  was  naturally  jealous,  fufp-ifl-ed  that  Pe- 
regrine had  a  prcmife  of  protection  before  he  undertook 
to  comjmit  fuch  an  outrageous  infult ;  and  this  notion 
had  fuch  an  tffeel  upon  him,  that  he  refclvcd  to  devour 
his  vexation,  and  wait  for  a  more  proper  opportunity 
of  gratifying  his  hate,  MearAvhile,  copies  of  the  h?,U 
lad  were  dilfributed  am.ong  the  ifudents,  Vvdio  fung  it 
under  the  very  nofe  cf  ^lr.  Jumble,  to  the  time  of 
*  A  cobler  there  was,'  &c.  and  the  triumph  of  our 
hero  was  ccraplert.  Neither  was  his  whole  timic  de- 
voted to  the  riotous  extravagances  of  youth.  He  en- 
joyed many  lucid  intervals,  during  which  he  contiafled 
a  more  intim.ate  acquaintance  with  the  clafiicks,  applied 
himfelf  to  the  reading  of  hifton.-,  im.provedhis  talle  for 
painting  and  mufick,  in  which  he  made  fome  prcgrefs  ; 
end,  above  all  things,  cultivated  the  ftudy  of  naturaj 
V?hilofophy»  It  vras  generally  after  a  courfe  of  clofc. 
*.  '  "^M  3  '  attenticii ' 
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attention  to  i:rr.e  of  theic  arts  and  iciences,  that  hi? 
difpoiitton  broke  oiit  into  thofe  irregularities  and  wild 
falli.s  of  a  hixuriant  imag-ination,  for  which  he  became 
fo  rtmark-nblc ;  ind  he  was  perhaps  the  only  young  man 
In  Ox — d,  who  ?t  the  fame  time  maintained  an  inti- 
mate and  friendly  Intcrcourre  with  themoft  unthinking, 
as  will  as  with  the  moftfedate  ftudents  at  the  tmiverfity. 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  a  yoimg  man  of  Pere- 
grine's vanity,  inexperience,  and  proinuon,  cculd  {\nt 
his  expence  to  his  allowance,  liberal  as  it  wasj  for  he 
was  not  one  of  thofe  fortunate  people  who  are  born 
oeconomiils;  and  knew  not  the  art  of  witholdino-  his 
piirfe  when  he  faw  bis  companion  in  difficidty.  Thus 
naturally  generous  and  expenfive,  he  fquandered  away 
his  money,  and  made  a  moft  fplendid  appearance  upon 
t)i,e  receipt  of  his  quarterly  appointment ;  but  long  be- 
fcx-e  the  third  month  was  elapfed,  his  finances  were  con- 
fumed  ;  and  as  he  could  not  ftoop  to  aik  an  extraordi- 
nary fupply,  was  too  proud  to  boiTow,  and  too  haughty 
to  run  in  debt  with  tradefmen,  he  devoted  thofe  periods 
of  poverty  to  the  profecution  of  his  ftudies,  and  ihone 
foith  again  at  tlie  revolution  of  quarter-day. 

In  one  of  thefe  irruptions,  he  and  fome  of  his  com- 
panions went  to  Windibr,  in  order  to  fee  the  royal 
apartments  in  the  caftle,  whltlier  they  repaired  in  the 
afterr.con;  and  as  Peregrine  Hood  contemplating  the 
piclure  of  Hercules  and  Omphale,  one  of  his  feilow- 
ftudents  whiipered  in  his  ear — '  Z — ds.  Pickle !  there 
are  two  fine  girls. ■"  Ke  turned  inftantly  about,  and  in 
one  of  them  recognized  his  almoft  forgotten  Emilia. 
Her  appearance  acled  upon  his  imagination  like  a  fpark 
of  ftrethat  falls  among  gimpowderj  thatpafllon  v/hich 
had  lain  dormant  for  the  fpace  of  two  years  flaflied  up 
in  a  moment,  and  he  v/as  feized  with  an  xmiverfal  tre- 
pidation. She  perceived  and  partook  of  his  emotion ; 
for  their  fouls,  like  unifons,  vibrated  with  the  fame  Im- 
puife.  However,  flie  called  her  pride  and  refentment 
to  her  aid,  and  found  refolntion  enough  to  retire  from 
iVsch  a  dangerous  fcene.  Alarmed  at  her  j-elreat,  he 
-  coikaed 
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colleaed  all  his  afllirance,  and  impelled  bv  love  which 
he  could  no  longer  refift,  followed  her  into  the  next 
room,  where  in  the  moft  difconcerted  manner  he  accoft- 
€d  her  with-—*  Your  humble  fervant,  Mifs  Gauntlet!' 
to  which  falutaticn  fhe  replied,  with  an  afFeftation  or 
inditFerence,  that  did  not,  however,  conceal  her  agita- 
tion—' Your  fervant,  Sir!'  and  immediately  extending 
her  finger  towards  the  pi6lure  of  Duns  Scotus,  which  il 
fixed  over  one  of  the  doors,  aiked  her  companion,  in  a 
giggling  tone,  if  Ihe  did  not  think  he  looked  like  a  con- 
juror. Peregrine,  nettled  into  fpirits  by  this  reception, 
aniwered  for  the  other  lady,  that  it  was  an  eafv  matter 
to  be  a  conjuror  in  thofe  times,  when  the  fimplicity  of 
the  age  afiifted  his  divination  ;  but  were  he,  or  Mcrlia 
hn-nfelf,  to  rife  from  the  dead  now,  when  fuch  deceit 
and  difiimulation  prevail,  they  would  not  be  able  to  earn 
their  bread  by  the  profefTion.  <  O,  Sir!'  lUid  flie,  turn- 
ing full  upon  him,  «  without  doubt  thtv  would  adopt 
new  maxims  5  it  is  no  difparagement,  in 'this  enliqlircn- 
ed  age,  for  pne  to  alter  one's  opinion.' — <  No,  fr.rt,  Ma- 
dam r  replied  the  youth,  with  fome  precipitation, «  pro- 
vided the  cliange  be  for  the  better.'—*  And  fuouid  it 
I-.appen  cthirwife,'  retorted  the  nym.ph,  witli  a  fliit  of 
her  tan,  '  inconftancy  will  never  want  countenance  from 
the  practice  of  mankind.'—*  Tnie,  Madam,'  reibme^i 
our  hero,  fixing  his  eyes  upon  her;  *  examples  of  l.-.vity 
are  every  v/aere  to  be  met  with.' — *  O  Lord,  SirT  criv.-d 
Emilia,  tofiing  her  head,  *  you'll  fcarce  ever  find  a  fop 
without  it.'  By  this  time  his  companion,  iccing  hi;n 
engaged  with  one  of  the  ladies,  entered  into  con  varia- 
tion with  the  oth.er ;  ?.rA  in  order  to  favour  his  fiiend'i 
gallantry,  ccnd.ucred  her  into  the  next  a])artment,  on 
pretence  of  en.tertainiiig  her  with  the  fight  of  a  remark- 
able piece  of  painting. 

Peregrine  laying  iiold  on  this  opportunity  of  U-ine 
alone  with  the  objca  of  his  love,  alfumed  a  moA  fcduc- 
ing  tendemefoi  of  look,  and  heaving  a  profoxmd  iigii, 
afKed  if  file  had  utterly  difcarded  him  from  herreine>-.i- 
brance.     Reddening  at  this  p.uhetlck  qucftlon,  wliich 
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recalled  the  memory  of  the  imagined  flight  he  had  put 
upon  lier,  fhe  aniwered  in  p:reat  ccnmfion,  *  Sir,  I  be- 
lieve I  once  had  the  pleamie  of*  feeing-  yon  at  a  ball  in 
Winchefter.' — *  Mifs  E:Tiilia,'  faid  he,  very  gravely, 
<  will  you  be  fo  candid  as  to  tell  me  what  mi(bchavioiir 
of  mine  yon  are  pleafed  to  punifh,  by  rcilri6ling  your 
remembrance  to  that  fingle  occaficn  V — '  Mr.  Pickle,* 
fhe  replied,  in  the  fame  tojie,  *  it  is  neither  my  province 
rior  inclination  to  judge  yoiy-  condiu^l 5  and  therefoie 
3'Oii  miiapply  your  queilion,  when  you  a(k  fuch  an  ex- 
planation of  me." — '  At  leaif,'  reium.ed  our  lover, 
*  give  me  the  nujancholy  fatibfa6licn  to  know  for  wjiat 
cffcnce  of  mine  you  refufed  to  take  the  leaft  notice  of 
that  letter  v/hich  I  had  the  honour  to  wiite  from  V/in- 
chefter  by  yom-  ovv^n  exprefs  permirilori." — *  Your  let- 
ter, faid  i\Iifs,  with  great  vivacity,  *  neither  required, 
nor,  in  my  opinion,  defcrved  an  anfwer ;  and  to  be 
free  with  you,  Mr.  Pickle,  it  was  but  a  fhailow  arti- 
fice to  ridyomfclf  of  a  correi  ponder  ce  you  had  deigned 
to  folicit.  Peregrine,  confounded  at  this  repa.r!;ee,  re- 
plied, that  howfoever  he  might  have  failed  in  point  of 
elegance  cr  difcretion,  he  was  ftire  he  had  not  been,  de- 
ficient  in  expreffions  of  refpe6t  and  dev^otion  for  thofe 
charms  which  it  was  his  pride  to  adore :  *  As  for  the 
verfes,'  flaid  he,  *  I  owni  they  were  unworthy  of  the 
theme  j  but  I  flattered  myielf  that  they  would  hnve 
ynerited  your  acceptance,  though  not  your  approbations 
and  been  confidered  not  fo  much  as  the  proof  of  my  ge- 
nius, as  the  genuii^e  eftufion  cf  my  love." — '  Verfes  !'' 
cned  Emilia,  with  an  air  of  aftonifhment  ;  *  what 
verfes  ?  I  really  don't  underfi:andy"ou.' — The  young  gen- 
man  w?s  thunderftmck  at  this  exclamation,  to  which, 
after  a  long  paufe,  he  anfwered — '  I  begin  to  fufpcfl:, 
and  heartdy  wifli,  it  may  appear  that  we  may  have 
mifunderftood  each  other  from  the  beginning.  Pray^ 
Mifs  Gauntlet,  did  you  not  find  a  copy  of  verfes  in- 
clofed  in  that  unfortunate  letter  ?' — '  Truly,  Sir,'  faid 
the  lady,  *  I  am  not  fo  much  of  a  connoiileur  as  to  di- 
ftinguiih  whether  that  facetious  pvodudion  which  ycii 
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merrily  ll:ile  an  unfortunate  letter,  was  compoied  in 
vcrle  or  prole ;  but,  methinks,  the  jeft  is  a  litde  too 
ftale  to  be  brought  upon  the  carpet  again/  So  faying, 
file  tripped  away  to  her  companion,  and  left  her  lover 
in  a  moll:  tumultuous  fufpenfe.  He  now  perceived  that 
lier  negleft  of  his  addrelTcs  when  he  was  at  Winchefter, 
mult  have  been  owing  to  ibme  myfteiy  which  he  could 
not  comprehend  :  and  flie  began  to  fufpeft,  and  to  hope, 
that  the  letter  which  flie  received  was  fpurlous,  though 
ihe  could  not  conceive  how  that  could  pofTibly  happe^i-, 
as  it  had  been  delivered  to  her  by  tlie  hands  of  his  own 
fervant. 

_  However,  ftie  refcilved  to  leave  the  talk  of  unravel- 
ling the  affair  to  him,  who,  flie  knew,  would  infallibly 
exert  himfelf  for  his  own  as  well  as  her  fatisiaction. 
-She  was  not  deceived  in  her  opinion  ;  he  went  up  to  her 
again  at  the  llair-cafe,  and  as  tliey  were  unprovided 
with  a  male-attendant,  infilled  upon  fquiring  the  ladies 
to  their  lodgings.  Emilia  faw  his  drift,  v^'hich  was  no 
other  than  to  know  where  fhe  lived ;  and  though  fhe 
approved  of  his  contrivance,  thought  it  was  incumbent 
■iipon  her,  for  the  fupport  of  her  own  dignity,  to  decline 
the  civility-  flie  therefore  thanked  him  for  his  polite 
offer,  but  would  by  no  means  confent  to  bis  giving 
himfelf  inch  unneceffaiy  troiible,  efpeclally  as  they  liad 
a  very  little  way  to  walk.  He  was  not  repulfed  by 
this  refufal,  the  nature  of  which  he  peifcaiy  under- 
ftood  :  nor  was  fhe  forry  to  fee  him  perfevere  in  his  de- 
termination-, he  therefore  accompanied  them  in  their 
return,  and  made  divers  efforts  to  fpeak  with  Emilia  in 
particular^  but  Ihe  had  a  fplce  of  the  coquette  in  her 
<iifpolition,  and  being  determined  to  whet 'his  impati- 
ence, artfully  baffled^all  his  endeavours,  by  keeping  her 
cornpanion  continually  engaged  in  the  ccnveriation, 
which  turned  upon  the  ver^rable  appearance  and  impe- 
rial fituation  of  the  place.  Thus  tantalized,  he  loung- 
ed with  them  to  the  door  of  the  houle  in  ^vhIch  they 
lodged,  when  his  miftreis  perceiving  by  the  counte- 
nance of  her  com.rade,  t  iiat  ihe  was  on  the  point  of  de- 
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firing  him  to  walic  in,  cliecktd  her  intention  with  & 
frov/n,  then  tnreing  to  Mr.  Pickle,  dropped  him  a  very 
formal  ciULiey,  icized  the  other  young  lady  by  the  anri, 
and  faying,  '  Come,  coufui  Sophy  T  vaniflied  in  a  mo- 
ment. 

CHAP.  XXIII. 
After  fundry  mifuccefsful  Efforts,  he  finds  Means  to  corns 
to  un  typlanation  njjith  his  Mifirefs ,  and  a  Recanci- 
liatiGn  enjiies, 
T>EREGP;INE,  difconcerted  at  their  fudden  difap- 
-*■  pearance,  flood  for  fome  minutes  gaping  in  the 
ilreet,  before  he  could  get  the  better  of  his  furprize  j 
and  then  deliberated  with  himfeif  whether  he  ihould 
demand  immediate  admittance  to  his  miftrefs,  orclmie 
fome  other  method  of  application.  Piqued  at  her  ab- 
rupt behaviour,  though  pleafed  with  her  fpirit,  he  fet 
his  invention  to  work,  in  order  to  contrive  fome  means 
of  feeing  her  •,  and  in  a  fit  of  mufmg  arrived  at  the  inn, 
where  he  found  his  compaiiions  whom  he  had  left  at 
the  callle-gate.  They  had  already  made  inquiiy 
about  the  ladies,  in  confequence  of  v/hich  he  learned 
that  Mifs  Sophy  was  daughter  of  a  gentleman  in  towrx 
to  whom  his  mi{lref§  was  related ;  that  an  intimate 
fiiendihip  fubfiiled  between  the  two  young  ladies ;  that 
Emilia  had  lived  about  a  month  with  hei"  coufrn,  and 
^ppeai'ed  at  the  la/l  aifembly,  where  fhe  was  unlverfally 
admired  \  and  that  feveral  young  gentlemen  of  fortune 
had  fmce  that  time  teazed  her  with  addrelles. 

Our  hero's  ambition  v/as  flattered,  and  his  paflion 
inflamed^  v/ith  this  intelligence  ;  and  he  fwore  v/ithin 
himfeif  that  he  would  not  quit  the  fpot  until  he  fhould 
have  obtained  an  andifputed  vi6lory  over  all  his  rivals. 
That  fame  evening  he  compofed  a  moil  eloquent  epif- 
tle,  in  which  he  earneftly  intreated  that  fhe  would  fa- 
.  vour  him  with  an  opportunity  of  vindicating  his  con- 
5u6V ;  but  fhe  would  neither  receive  his  billet,  nor  fee 
his  mefienger.  Baulked  in  this  effort,  he  inclofed  it  in 
a  new  cover,  direfted  by  another  hand,  and  ordered 
l^lpes  to  ride  next  morning  to  London,  on  purpofe  to 
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deliver  It  at  the  poft-office  j  that  coming  by  fuch  con^ 
veyance,  Tne  migiit  have  no  lulpicion  of  the  authoi-,  and 
open  it  before  fhe  ihould  be  aware  of  the  deceit. 

Thi-ee  days  he  waited  patiently  for  the  effecl  of  this 
ftratagem,  and  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fourth  ventnred 
to  hazard  a  formal  vifit,  in  quaUty  of  an  old  acquaints 
mice.  But  liere  too  he  failed  in  his  attempt  j  ilie  was 
indiijx)fed,  and  could  not  lee  company.  Theic  obllacle* 
fenced  only  to  increafe  his  eagenicfs  j  he  ftiil  adhered  to 
his  fonner  relbiution ;  and  his  companions  underfland- 
ing  his  determination,  left  him  next  day  to  his  own  in- 
ventions. Tiius  relinquished  to  his  'own  ideas,  he 
doubled  his  aifiduity,  and  praftifed  every  metiiod  his 
imagination  could  fuggeft,  in  order  to  promote  his  plan. 

Pipes  was  Ifationed  all  day  long  within  fight  of  her 
door,  thac  he  might  be  able  to  give  his  mailer  an  ac- 
count of  her  motions  j  but  fhe'ncver  went  abroad  ex- 
cept to  vilit  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  was  always 
houfed  before  Pereg/ine  could  be  apprized  of  her  ap- 
pearance. He  Went  to  church  with  a  view  of  atn-a6l- 
ing  her  notice,  and  humbled  his  deportment  before  herj 
but  file  was  fo  mifchievoufly  devout  as  to  look  at  no- 
thing but  her  book,  fo  that  he  was  not  favoured  with 
one  glance  of  regai'd.  He  frequented  the  cohee-houfe, 
and  attempted  to  conD;a61:  an  acquaintance  with  Mils 
Sophy's  father,  who,  he  hoped,  would  invite  him  to  his 
houfe  ;  but  this  expectation  was  alio  defeated.  That 
pmdent  gentlem.an  looked  upon  him  as  one  of  thofe  for- 
ward fortune-hunters  who  go  about  the  cjuntrv  iifek- 
ing  whom  they  may  devour,  and  warily  diicouraged  ail 
his  advances.  Chagrhied  by  fo  many  iinfuccefsrul  en- 
deavours, he  began  to  defpair  of  accomplilhing  his  aimj 
and,  as  the  laft  fuggefticn  of  his  art,  paid  off  his  lodg- 
ing, took  horfe  at  noon,  and  departed,  in  all  appear- 
ance, for  the  place  from  whence  he  had  come.  He 
rode,  however,  but  a  few  miles,  and  in  the  dulk  of  the 
evening  returned  unfeen,  alighted  at  another  inn,  or- 
dered Pipes  to  fiay  within  dwr>,  and  keeping  himfeif 
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incogfiito,  employed  another  perlbn  as  a  centlnel  upoij 
Emilia. 

It  was  not  long  before  he  reaped  the  fruits  of  his  in- 
genuity. Next  day  in  the  aftemoon,  he  was  infonned 
by  his  I'py,  that  the  two  young  ladies  were  gone  to  walk 
in  the  park,  whither  he  followed  them  on  the  initant, 
fxiUy  determined  to  come  to  an  explanation  with  his 
rnillrefs,  even  in  pre  fence  of  her  friend,  who  might  poi^ 
fibiy  be  prevailed  upon  to  intereft  her  in  his  behalf. 

When  he  faw  them  at  fuch  a  diftance  that  they  could 
not  return  to  town  before  he  ihouid  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  putting  liis  refolution  in  pra6lice,  he  mended  his 
pace,  and  fo\md  means  to  appear  before  them  fo  fud- 
denly,  that  Emilia  could  not  help  exprefTmg  her  fur- 
prize  in  a  fcream.  Our  lover  puttingon  a  m.ien  of  hu- 
mility and  n-.oi  tification,  begged  to  know  if  her  refent- 
ment  was  implacable ;  and  afked  v/hy  fhe  had  fo  cru- 
elly refufed  to  grant  him  the  common  privilege  that 
every  criminal  enjoyed.  *  Dear  Mifs  Sophy,'  laid  he, 
addrefUng  himfelf  to  htr  companion,  *  give  me  leave  to 
Im.piore  your  interceflion  with  your  coufm ;  I  am  fure 
you  have  humanity  enough  to  efpovu'e  my  caufe,  did 
you  but  know  the  iultice  of  it,  and  I  flatter  myfelf  tliat 
by  your  kind  interpofition,  I  may  be  able  to  reftify 
tliat  fatal  milunderflandmg  which  hath  made  me  wretch- 
ed.'— '  Sij-,'  faid  Sophy,  '  you  appear  like  a  gentleman^ 
and  I  doubt  not  but  your  beliaviour  has  been  always' 
fuitable  to  your  appearance  :  but  ycu  muft  exaufe  me 
from  undertaking  any  fuch  oiiicj  in  bdialf  of  a  per-foiv 
vvhoni  I  have  not  the  horiour  to  kn'^w.' — '  M?aiam,'' 
anfv/ered  Peregrine,  *  I  hope  MifsEmy  will  juitify  my 
pretenfionc  to  that  charader,  notwithltanding  the  myf- 
ter^'  of  her  difpleafuve,  which,  upon  v\y  honour,  I  can- 
not for  my  foul  explain.' — '  Lord  !  Mr.  Pickle,'  faid 
Emilia,  {who  had  by  this  time  recoUe6led  herfelf )  *  I 
never  queilioned  your  gallanti-y  and  talie,  but  I  am  re- 
folved  that  you  fliall  I'.ever  have  cauie  to  cxercife  your 
talcot^  at  rayexpenccj  fo  that  you  tea ze  yourfelfand 
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ine  to  no  purpofe  !~CoTne,  Sophy,  let  ns  wa?k  honi- 
af^ain/— *  Good  God,  Madam,'  cried  the  lover,  with 
great  emotion,  '  why  will  you  diftracl  me  wJ^h  fuch 
barbarous  indifference  ?  Slay,  dear  Emilia !  I  conjure 
you  on  my  knees  to  flay  and  hear  me  •  by  all  tiia^  is  fn- 
cred !  I  was  not  to  blame ;  you  muft  have  been  impofed 
upon  by  fome  villain  who  envied  my  good  fortune",  and 
took  fome  treacherous  method  to  ruin  my  love,' 

Mils  Sophy,  who  poilefll-d  a  large  (lock  of  ^ood-na, 
ture,  and  to  whom  her  coufm  had  communicated  the 
c^jfe  of  her  referve,  feeing  the  young  gentleman  fo  much 
affected  v/ith  that  difdain  which  flie  knew  to  be  fell- 
ed laid  hold  on  Ermlia's  fleeve,  faying  with  a  fmSe, 
;  Not  quite  io  faff,  Emily !  I  begin  to  perceive  that  this 
13  a  love  quarrel,  and  therefore  there  mav  be  hopes  of  a 
reconcihation ;  for  I  ilippofe  both  parties  are  op=n  to 
conviaion.'— <  For  ray  cv.m  part,'  cried  Peregrine  with 
g'reat  eagemefs,  '  I  appeal  to  Mils  Sophy's  decilion 
But  why  do  i  fky,  appeal  >  Though  I  am  conitlou^ 
or  having  committed  no  offence,  I  am  ready  to  fubmlt 
to  any  penance,  let  It  be  never  fo  rigorous,  thatmv  fair 
inlkver  herf^lr  flia^l  impc^,  provided  it  will  entitle  me 
to  her  favour  and  forgivenefs  at  laft/  Emiiv,  welf 
mgh  overcome  by  this  declaration,  told  him,  thac  asilie 
taxed  him  with  no  guilt,  five  expec^ced  no  atonement  • 
and  prelled  her  companion  to  return  Into  to'A-n.  But 
Sophy,  who  was  too  Indulgent  to  her  friend's  real  In- 
clination, to  comply  with  her  requeft,  cbferved  that 
the  gentleman  feemed  ih  reafonable  in  his  conceffions, 

felt  herfelf  difpofed  to  aR  as  umpire  in  the  difp^ft-. 

Overjoyed  at  this  condefcenfion,  Mr.  Pickle  thanked 
her  in  thx  moft  rapturous  terms,  and  in  the  tranfport 
orhis  expectation,  kiffed  the  hand  of  his  kind  m-^dia- 
tnx ;  a  circumftance  whicli  had  a  remarkable  effea 
on  the  countenance  of  Emilia,  who  did  not  fecm  to  re- 
hih  the  warmth  of  his  acknovJedgment. 

After  many  iuppiications  on  one  hand,  and  prcffm^ 
renaonilrances  on  the  other,  I'he  yklcied  at  leno-th  :  and 
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tuiTiing  to  her  lover,  while  her  face  was  overfpread 
with  bluihes,  '  Well,  Sir/  faid  {he.  '  luppoling  I  were 
to  put  the  difference  on  that  iffue,  hew  could  you  ex- 
cufe  the  ridiculous  letter  which  you  lent  to  me  from 
Winchefter  ?'  This  expoftulation  introduced  a  difcuf- 
fion  of  the  whole  affair,  in  which  all  the  circuinftances 
were  canvaffedj  and  Emilia  ftill  affiiTned,  with  great 
heat,  that  the  letter  muff  have  been  calculated  to  af- 
front her ;  for  flie  could  not  fuppofe  tJie  author  was  £o 
weak  as  to  defign  It  for  any  other  purpofe. 

Peregrine,  who  ftill  retained  in  his  mernoiy  the  fub- 
ftance  of  this  unlucky  epillle,  as  well  as  the  verles  v/hich 
were  inclofed,  could  recolleft  no  particular  expreflion 
which  could  have  juitly  given  the  leaft  umbrage  5  and 
therefore,  in  the  agonies  of  perplexity,  begged  that  the 
whole  might  be  fubmitted  to  the  judgment  of  Mifs  So- 
phy ;  and  faithfully  proraifed  to  ftand  to  her  awai'd. 

Iri  Ihort,  this  propofal  was  with  feeraing  reluclance 
embraced  by  Emilia,  and  an  appointment  made  to  meet 
next  day  in  the  fam.e  place,  whither  both  parties  were 
defired  to  come  provided  with  their  credentials,  accord- 
ing to  which  definitive  fentence  would  be  pronounced. 

Our  lover  having  fucceeded  thus  far,  overwhelmed 
Sophy  with  acknowledgments  on  account  of  her  gene- 
rous mediation,  and  in  the  courfe  of  their  walk,  which 
Emilia  v/as  now  in  no  hurry  to  conclude,  whifpered  a 
great  many  tender  proteftations  In  the  ear  of  his  mif- 
trefs,  who,  neverchelefs,  continued  to  a6l  upon  the  re- 
fer/e,  until  her  doubts  fliould  be  more  fully  refclved. 

Mr.  Pickle  having  found  means  to  amiiic  them  in 
the  iields  till  the  tv/ilight,  was  obliged  to  wilh  them 
good  even,  after  having  obtained  a  iblemn  repetition  of 
their  promife  to  m^eet  him  at  the  appointed  time  and 
place  5  and  then  retreated  to  his  apaitment,  where  he 
ipent  the  whole  night  in  various  conjectures  on  the  fub- 
jec>  of  this  letter,  the  Gordian  knot  of  which  he  could 
by  no  means  untie. 

Oue  while  he  imagined  that  fome  wag  had  played  a 
trick  uponhii  meiienger,  InconlequenceofwhichEmi- 
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11a  had  received  a  fuppoli  i:Ious  letter ;  but,  iipcn  far- 
ther refleftlon,  he  could  not  conceive  the  practicability 
of  any  iuch  deceit.  Then  he  began  to  doubt  the  iince- 
rlty  of  his  miitrefs;  who,  perhaps,  had  only  made  that 
an  handle  for  difcardinghim,  at  the  requeft  of  fome  fa- 
VGuied  rival:  but  his  own  integrity  forbade  him  to 
harbour  this  mean  fufpicion;  and  therefore  he  was 
again  Involved  in  the  labyrinth  of  perplexit)'.  Next 
day  he  waited  on  the  rack  of  impatience  for  the  hour 
of  five  in  the  afternoon;  which  no  fo  ner  flruck,  than 
he  ordered  Pipes  to  attend  him,  in  cafe  there  fhould  be 
occafion  for  his  evidence ;  and  repaired  to  the  place  of 
rendezvous,  where  he  had  not  tarried  five  minutes  be- 
fore the  ladies  appeared.  Mutual  compliments  being 
paffed,  and  the  attendants  ftationed  at  a  convenient  dif- 
tance,  Peregrine  periliaded  them  to  fit  down  upon  the 
grafs,  under  the  (hade  of  a  fpreading  oak,  that  they 
might  be  more  at- their  eafe;  while  he  fti'etched  himfelf 
at  their  feet,  and  defired  that  the  paper  on  which  his 
doom  depended  might  be  examined.  It  was  accord- 
ingly p\it  into  the  hands  of  hij  fair  arbitrefs,  who  read 
it  immediately  with  an  audible  voice.  The  fii*ft  two 
words  of  it  were  no  fooner  pronounced,  than  he  ftarted 
with  great  emotion,  and  raifed  himfelf  upon  his  hand 
and  knee,  in  which  pofture  he  liftened  to  the  reff  of  the 
fenttnce ;  then  fprang  upon  his  feet  in  the  utmolt  afto- 
nifnment,  and  glowing  with  refentment  at  the  fame 
time,  exclaimed,  *  Hell  and  the  devil!  v/hat's  all  that? 
Sure  you  make  a  jeft  of  me.  Madam. ^ — *  Pray,  Sir,* 
faid  Sophy,  «  give  me  the  hearing  for  a  few  moments, 
and  then  lu-ge  what  you  fiiall  think  proper  in  your  own 
defence.'  Having  thus  cautioned  him  flie  proceeded  j 
but  before  fiie  had  finhhed  onehalf  of  the  performance 
her  gravity  forfook  her,  and  fhe  v/as  feized  with  a  vio- 
lent fit  of  laughter,  in  which  neither  of  the  lovers  could 
help  joining,  notwitliftfinding  the  refentment  which  at 
that  inftant  prevailed  In  the  breafts  of  both.  The  judge  j 
however,  in  a  little  time,  refumed  her  folemnity,  and 
having  read  the  remaining  part  of  this  curious  epiftle, 
N  2  ^i 
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sll  three  ccntimied  ftaring  at  each  other  alternately  for 
the  fpace  of  half  a  miimte,  and  then  broke  forth  at  the 
innie  inftant  in  another  paroxyfm  of  mirth.  From  this 
ivnanimcus  convuliion,  one  would  have  thought  that 
both  parties  were  extremely  well  pleaied  v^^ith  the  joke, 
yet  this  was  by  no  means  the  cafe. 

Emilia  imagined,  that  notwithftanding  his  affe6led 
furprize,  her  lover,  in  fpite  of  himfelf,  had  renewed  the 
laugh  at  her  expence,  and  in  fo  doingj  applauded  his 
o\vn  unmaimerly  ridicule.  This  fuppofition  could  not 
fail  of  raiiing  and  reviving  her  indignation,  while  Pe- 
regrine highly  refentcd  the  indignity  v/ith  which  he  fup- 
pofed  himfelf  treated,  in  their  attempting  to  make  him 
ihe  dupe  of  fuch  a  grols  and  ludicrous  artifice.  This 
being  the  fituaticn  of  their  thoughts,  their  mirth  was 
fucceeded  by  a  mutual  glcominefs  of  afpeftj  and  the 
judge,  addreirmg  herfclf  to  Mr.  Pickle,  afked  if  he  had 
any  thing  to  offer  v/hy  fentence  fliouid  not  be  pro- 
nounced. '  Madam,"'  anfwered  the  culprit,  *  I  am  for- 
ry  to  find  myfelf  fo  low  in  the  opinion  of  your  coufm, 
as  to  be  thought  capable  of  being  deceived  by  fuch  a 
^lallow  contrivance.' — '  Nay,  Sir,'  faid  Emilia,  '  the 
contrivance  is  your  own  5  and  I  cannot  help  admiring 
your  confidence  in  imputing  it  to  me.' — *  Upon  my  ho- 
nour, Mifs  Emily,'  refumed  our  hero,  '  you  wrong  my 
lUiderilandlng  as  well  as  my  love,  in  accufing  me  of 
haying  written  fuch  a  filly  impertinent  performance ; 
the  very  appearance  and  addrefs  of  it  is  fo  unlike  the 
letter  which  I  did  m.yfelf  the  honour  to  write,  that  I 
dare  fay  m.y  man,  even  at  this  diftance  of  time,  will 
remember  the  ditference.'  So  faying,  he  extended  his 
voice,  and  beckoned  to  Pipes,  who  imniediately  drew 
near.  His  miftrefs  feem.ed  to  objefc  to  the  evidence,  by 
cbferving,  that  to  be  fure  Mr.  Pipes  had  his  cue  5  when 
Peregrhie  begging  fhe  would  fpare  liim  the  mortifica- 
tion of  confidering  him  in  fuciv.a  diihcnourable  light, 
defired  his  valet  to  examine  the  tutfide  of  the  letter,  and 
recoiled  if  it  was  the  fame  which  he  had  delivered  to 
|vlifs  Gauntlet  about  two  yearS  ago.     Pipes  having 
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taken  a  foperficial  view  .f  it,  pniied  up  his  breeches^ 
faying,  <  Mayhap  it  is,  bv.t  we  have  made  lb  many 
trips,  and  been  in  lb  many  creeks  and  corners  fince  that 
time,  that  I  can't  pretend  to  be  certain  3  for  I  neither 
Jceep  journal  nor  log-book  of  our  proceedings.'  Emilia 
commended  him  for  his  candour,  at  the  fame  time  dart- 
ing a  farcallick  look  at  his  mailer,  as  if  Ihe  thought  he 
had  tampered  with  his  fei-vant''s  integrity  in  vain ;  and 
Peregrine  began  to  rave  and  curfe  his  fate,  for  havhi<»' 
fubjecled  him  to  fuch  mean  fuipicion,  attefting  heaven 
and  earth  in  the  moft  eanielt  manner,  that  far  from  hav- 
ing compofed  and  conveyed  that  ftupid  produftion,  he 
had  never  feen  it  before,  nor  been  privy  to  the  leall  cir- 
cumllance  of  the  plan. 

Pipes,  now  for  the  firft  time,  perceived  the  mifchief 
which  he  had  occafioned,  and  moved  with  the  tranf- 
ports  of  his  mafter,  for  whom  he  had  a  moft  inviolable 
attachment,  frankly  declared  he  v/as  ready  to  make  oath 
that  Mr.  Pickle  had  no  liand  in  the  letter  which  he  de- 
livered.    All  three  were  am.azed  at  this  confeffion,  the 
meaning  of  which  they  could  not  comprehend.     Pere- 
grine, after  feme  paufe,  leaped  upon  Pipes,  and  feizinof 
him  by  the  throat,  exclaimed  in  an  extafy  of  rage, 
*■  Rafcal !   tell  me  tlris  inftant  what  became  of  the  letter 
J   intriifted  to  your  care?'     The  patient  valet,   half 
ftrangled  as  he  u^s,  fquiited  a  collection  of  tobacco 
juice  out  of  one  comer  of  liis  mouth,  and  vv'ith  great  de- 
liberation replied,  '  Why,  burnt  it  j  you  wouldn't  have 
me  give  the  young  woman  a  thing  that  fhock  all  in  the 
wind  in  tattei s,  would  your'     The  ladies  intei-poied 
in  -behalf  of  the  diftreffed  fquire,  from  v.-'hom,   by  dint 
of  queitions  which  he  had  neither  art  nor  inclmation  to 
evade,  they  extorted  an  explanation  of  the  whole  airair. 
Such  ridiculous  fnnplicity  and  innocence  ot  intention 
appeared  in  the  compontion  of  his  expedient,  that  even 
the  remembrance  of  all  the  chagrin  which  it  had  pro- 
duced,  could  not  rouze  their  mdignation,  or  enable 
them  to  rcilft  a  third  emption  of  laughter,  which  tliey 
forthwith  undtuvent.  Pipes 
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Pipes  was  diimilTed  with  many  inenacing  injun6lions, 
to  beware  of  fuch  conduft  ^or  the  future ;  Emilia  ftood 
with  a  confufion  of  joy  and  tendernefs  in  her  counte- 
nance ;  Peregrine's  eyes  kindled  into  rapture ;  and  when 
Mifs  Sophy  pronounced  the  fentence  of  reconciliation, 
advanced  to  his  miftrefs,  faying — «  Tiiith  is  mighty, 
and  will  prevail!'  then  clafping  her  in  his  arms,  very 
impmdcntly  ravlfhed  a  kifs,  which  fhe  had  not  power 
to  refufe.  Nay,  fuch  was  the  h^^pulfe  of  liis  joy,  that 
he  took  the  fame  freedom  with  the  lips  of  Sophy;  calU 
ing  hex  his  dear  mediatrix  and  guardian  angel  j  and  be- 
haved with  fuch  extravagance  of  tranfport,  as  plainly 
evinced  the  fervour  and  lincerity  of  his  love. 

I  Ihnll  not  pretend  to  repeat  the  tender  proteftations 
that  v/ere  utte.ed  on  one  fide,  or  defcribe  the  bewitch- 
ing glances  of  approbation  v/ith  which  they  were  re- 
ceived on  the  other ;  fuffice  it  to  fay,  that  the  endear- 
ing intimacy  of  their  fonner  ccnnefticn  was  inftantly 
renewed,  and  Sophy,  who  congratulated  them  upon  the 
happy  termination  of  their  quarrel,  favoured  Vv^ith  their 
niuturd  confidence.  In  confecjuence  of  this  happy  pa- 
cification, tliey  deliberated  upon  the  means  of  ieeing 
each  other  often ;  and  as  he  could  not,  without  fome 
previous  introdu6tion,  vifit  her  openly  at  the  houfe  of 
her  relation,  they  agreed  to  meet  eveiy  afternoon  in  the 
park  till  the  next  alferably,  at  which  he  would  folicit 
licr  as  a  partner,  and  fhe  be  unengaged,  in  expeftation 
of  his  requeil.  By  this  connection  Ire  would  be  intitled 
to  vifit  her  next  day,  and  thus  an  avowed  correfpon- 
dence  would  of  courfe  commence.  This  plan  w^s  ac- 
tually piit  in  execution,  and  attended  with  a  circum- 
flance  which  had  well  nigh  produced  fome  mifchievous 
cc-nfequence,  had  not  Peregrine's  good  fortune  been  fu- 
pericr  to  his  difcretion. 
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CHAP.    XXIV. 
He  aUhie^es  an  Ad<venture  at  the  AJfemhly^  and 
•  quarrels  nxiih  his  Go'vernor. 
A  T  the  aflembly  were  no  fewer  than  tliree  gentlemen 
•^-^  of  fortune,  who  rivalled  our  lover  m  his  pafiion  for 
Emilia,  and  who  had  feverally  begged  the  honour  of 
dancing  with  her  upon  that  occanon.     She  had  excufed 
herfelf  to  each,  on  pretence  of  a  flight  indifuofition  that 
Ihe  forefaw  would  detain  her  from  the  bail,  and  defired 
the}-  would  provide  themJelves  with  other  partners. 
Obliged  to  admit  her  excufe,  they  accordingly  foUov/ed 
her  advice  5  and  after  they  had  engaged  therafelves  be- 
yond the  power  of  retracing,  had  the  mortification  to 
fee  her  there  unclaimed . 

They  in  their  turn  made  up  to  her,  and  exprelTed 
their  furprize  and  concern  at  finding  her  in  the  afi'embly 
unprovided,  after  fne  had  declined  their  invitation  ;  but 
flie  told  them  that  her  cold  had  forfaken  her  fmce  ihe 
had  the  pleafnre  of  feeing  them,  and  that  fne  woidd  re- 
ly upon  accident  for  a  partner.  Juft  as  flie  pronounced 
t'hefe  words  to  the  laft  of  the  three,  Peregrine  advanced 
as  an  utter  ftranger,  bowed  with  great  refpecl,  told  her 
heunderftood  fhe  was  unengaged,  and  would  think  him- 
lelf  highly  lionoured  in  being  accepted  as  her  partner 
for  the  night ;  and  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  liicceed 
in  his  application. 

As  they  were  by  far  the  handibmeft  and  beft  accom- 
plilhed  couple  in  the  room,  they  could  not  fail  or  at- 
trafting  the  notice  and  admiration  of  the  fpeftatois, 
which  inflamed  the  jealouiy  of  his  tlii'ee  competitors, 
who  immediately  entered  into  a  confpiracy  againfl:  this 
ga;idy  fl:ranger ;  whom.,  as  their  rival,  they  refclved  to 
affront  in  pabllck.  Purfuant  to  the  plan  which  they 
proje6led  for  this  purpofe,  the  firft  countiy-uaiice  was 
no  fooner  concluded,  than  one  -of  themj  with  his  part- 
ner, took  place  of  Peregrine  and  his  miflirefs,  contraiy 
to  the  regulation  of  the  ball.  Our  lover  im.puting  his 
behavioui-  to  inadvertsncy,  infonned  the  gentleman  of 
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hla  miftake,  and  civilly  de'ired  he  would  re«Sl;Ify  his  er- 
ror. Tiie  other  told  him,  in  an  iinperloiis  tone,  that 
he  wanted  none  of  his  advice,  and  bade  him  mind  his 
own  affairs.  Peregrine  anfwered  v/ith  feme  warmth, 
and  infilled  \ipon  his  right;  a  dilpnte  commenced,  high 
word§  enfu.ed,  iri  the  courle  of  which,  our  impetuous 
youth  hearing  himfelf  reviled  with  the  appellation  of 
fcoundrei,  pulled  off  his  antagonift's  periwigs  and  flung 
it  in  his  face.  The  ladies  immediately  fhriekpd,  the 
gentlemen  interpofed,  Emilia  was  feized  with  a  fit  of 
trembling,  and  condu6led  to  her  feat  by  her  youthful 
admirer,  v/ho  begged  pardon  for  having  difcompofed 
her,  and  vindicated  what  he  had  done,  by  reprefenting 
the  neceiTity  he  v^as  under  to  relent  the  provocation  he 
had  received. 

Though  fne  could  not  help  owning  the  juftice  of  his 
plea,  Ihe  was  not  the  lei's  concerned  at  the  dangerous 
iituation  in  which  he  involved  himfcif ;  and  in  the  ut- 
moft  confternatlon  and  anxiety,  infilled  upon  going  di- 
re6lly  home  :  he  could  not  refift  her  importunities,  and 
her  coulin.being  determined  to  accompany  her,  he  efcort- 
ed  them  to  their  lodgings,  where  he  wiflied  them  good 
night,  after  having,  in  order  to  quiet  their  apprehcur 
fions,  pi-otefted  that  if  his  opponent  was  fatisiied,  he 
ihouid  never  take  any  ftep  towards  the  proi'ecution  of 
the  quarrel.  Meanwhile  the  alTembly-room  became  a 
fcene  of  tumult  and  uproar ;  the  perfon  who  conceived 
himlelf  injured,  feeing  Peregrine  retire,  ftruggled  with 
his  companions,  in  order  to  pufue  and  take  fatisfac- 
tion  of  our  hero,  whom  he  loaded  with  terms  of  abufe, 
and  challenged  to  fingle  coiuoat. 

The  direclor  of  the  ball  litld  a  confultatlon  with  all 
the  fubfcribers  who  were  prefent,  and  it  was  determin- 
ed by  a  majority  of  votes,  that  the  tv/o  gentlemen  who 
I)ad  occafioned  the  difturbance  fhould  be  deilred  to  with- 
draw. This  refokition  being  fignliied  to  one  of  the 
parties  then  prefent,  he  made  fome  diinculty  of  com- 
plying, but  was  perfuaded  t'o  iubinit  by  his  two  confe= 
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■  <5erate3,  who  accompanied  him  to  the  ftreet-door,  wh.ere 
he  was  met  by  Peregrine  on  his  return  to  the  afiemhly. 
This  cholerick  gentleman,  who  was  a  coin-itiy  Iquire, 
no  Iboner  faw  his  rival,  than  he  began  to  brandilh  his 
cudgel  in  a  menacing  pofture ;  when  our  adventiucus 
youth  ftepping  back  with  one  foot,  laid  his  hand  upon 
the  hilt  of  his   fword,  which  he  drew  half  way  cut  of 
the  fcabbard.  This  attitude,  and  the  fight  of  the  blade, 
which  gliftened  by  moon-light  in  his  face,  checked,  in 
fom.e  meafure,  the  ardour  of  his  affailant,  who  defired 
he  would  lay  afide  his  toafter,  and  take  a  bout  with  him 
at  equal  aims.     Peregrine,  who  was  an  expert  cudgel- 
player,  accepted  the  invitation :  then  exchanging  wea- 
pons with  Pipes,  whoftood  behind  him,  put  himfelf  in 
a  poilure  of  defence,  and  received  the  attack  of  his  ad- 
verfaiy,  who  fi:ruck  at  raiidom  without  either  fkill  or 
ceconomy.     Pickle  could  have  beaten  the  cudgel  out  of 
his  hand  at  the  nrft  blow,  but  as  in  that  cafe  he  would 
have  been  obliged  in  honour  to  give  immediate  quarter, 
he  refolved  to  difcipline  his  antrigcnift  v\'ithout  endea- 
vouring to  dilable  him,  until  he  iliould  be  heartily  fa- 
tlsfied  with  the  vengeance  he  had  taken.     With  tliis 
view  he  retiuTied  the  falute,  and  raifed  fuch  a  clatter 
about  the  fquire's  pate,  that  one  who  had  heard  v/ith- 
out  feeing  the  application,  would  have  miiftaken  the 
found  for  that  of  a  falt-box,  in  the  hand  of  a  dextrous 
Merr^-- Andrew  belonging  to  one  of  the  booths  at  Bar- 
tholomew-Fair.    Neither  was  this  falutation  confined 
to  his  head  ;  his  flioulders,  aims,  thighs,  ankles,  and 
libs,   were  vifited  with  amazing  rapidity,  while  Tom 
Pipes  founded  the  charge  through  his  fift.     Peregrine, 
tired  v/ith  this  exercife,   vv-hich  had  almoft  bereft  his 
enemy  of  fcnfation,  at  laft  frruck  the  decifive  blovv-;  in 
confequence  of  v/hich  the  fqulre's  weapon  flew  cut  of 
his  grafp,    and  he  allowed  our  hero  to  be  the  better 
man.     Satisfied  with  this  ackjiowledgment,  the  vi6tor 
walked  up  Itairs  with  {ii^h  elevation  of  fpirits,  and  in- 
fcience  of  mien,  that^bbody  chofe  to  intimate  the  re- 
iolutiou  which  had  been  taken  in  his  abfence :  there 
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fraving  amufed  hiiniclf  for  ibme  time  in  behold Inoj  th; 
couiit/y-dauces,  ht  r^tr^ated  to  his  lodging,  where  he 
indulged  himielf  all  night  in  the  contemplation  of  his 
own  fiiceefs. 

Next  day  in  the  forenoon  he  v/eiit  to  vlfit  his  part- 
ner; and  the  gentleman  at  whofe  houfe  file  lived,  hav- 
ing been  informed  of  his  family  and  condition,  receiv- 
ed him  with  great  coiirtefy,  as  the  acquaintance  of  his 
coufm  Gauntlet,  and  invited  him  to  dinner  that  fame 
day. 

Emilia  was  remarkably  well  pleafed,  when  fhe  nn- 
deritood  the  lifue  of  his  adventure,  which  began  to 
make  fome  noife  in  town,  even  though  it  deprived  her 
of  a  wealthy  admirer.  The  fquire  having  confulted  an 
attorney  about  the  nature  of  the  difpute,  in  hopes  of 
being  able  to  profecute  Peregrine  for  an  affault,  found 
little  encouragement  to  go  to  l^.w :  lie  therefore  refolved 
to  pocket  the  infult  and  injury  he  had  uhdergone,  and 
to  diicontinue  his  addrefies  to  her  who  was  the  caufe 
cf  both. 

Oin-  lover  being  told  by  his  miftrefs,  that  (he  pro- 
pofed  to  ftay  a  fortnight  longer  at  Windfor,  he  deter- 
mined to  enjoy  her  company  all  that  time,  and  then  to 
give  her  a  convoy  to  the  houfe  of  her  mother,  whom 
he  longed  to  fee.  In  confequence  of  this  plan,  he  every 
day  contrived  forhe  freih  party  of  plealure  for  the  la- 
dies, to  whom  he  had  by  this  time  free  accefs ;  and 
entangled  himfelf  fo  much  in  the  fnares  of  love,  that 
he  feemed  quite  enchanted  by  EmJlia's  charms,  which 
were  riow  indeed  almoft  irrefiftible.  While  he  thus 
heedlefsly  roved  in  the  flowery  paths  of  pleafure,  his 
governor  at  Oxford,  alarmed  at  the  unufual  duration  of 
his  abfence,  went  to  the  young  gentlemen  who  had  ac- 
companied him  in  his  excurfion,  and  very  eanuftly  in- 
treated  them  to  tell  him  wdiat  they  knew  concerning 
his  p'lpil ;  they  accordingly  gave  hiin  an  account  of 
fhe  rencounter  that  happened  between  Peregrine  and 
J.Iii'ii  F/Hiily  Gauntlet  in  the  caftle,  and  mentioned  cir- 

cumftancc^i 
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cumftances  Efficient  to  convince  him  that  his  charge 
Vv-as  vei^' uangeroufly  engaged. 

Far  from  having  an  authority  over  Peregrine,  Mr, 
Joker  durii:  not  even  dilbblige  him  j  therefore,  inftead 
of  writing  to  the  commodore,  he  took  borie  im.medi- 
ately,  and  that  fame  night  reached  V/indfor,  where  he 
found  his  ftray  fheep  veiy  much  fiirpriztd  at  his  iinsx- 
pefted  arrival. 

The  governor  defiring  to  have  forae  ferlons  ccnver* 
fation  with  him,  they  flmt  them.felves  up  in  an  apart- 
ment ;  when  Joker,  with  great  Iblemnity,  ccmmuni-. 
cated  the  catiie  of  his  journey,  which  v/as  no  other  than 
his  concern  for  his  pupiPs  welfare  ;  and  veiy  gravely 
undertook  to  prove  by  miathematical  demonftration, 
that;  this  intrigue,  if  fa/ther  purfued,  would  tend  to  the 
young  gentleman's  rain  and  difgrace.  Tiiis  lingular 
propohtion  raifed  the  curicfity  of  Peregrine,  who  pro- 
mifed  to  yield  all  nianner  of  attention,  and  deiucd  him 
to  begm  without  farther  pream^ble. 

The  governor,  encouraged  by  this'  a})pearance  of 
candour,  expreifed  his  fatisfafrion  in  finding  him  fo 
open  to  convi(5\ion,  and  told  him  he  v/ould  proceed  up- 
on geometrical  principles.  Then  hemming  thrice,  ob- 
fen-'ed,  that  no  mathematical  inquiries  could  be  cai-ried 
on,  except  upon  certain  data,  or  conceflions  to  truths, 
that  were  felf-evident  5  and  therefore  he  m.uft  crave  his 
alTent  to  a  few  axioms,  which  he  was  fure  Mr.  Pickle 
would  fee  no  reafon  to  difpute.  *  In  the  firfc  place, 
then,""  faid  he,  '  you  will  gi  ant,  I  hope,  that  youth  and 
dlfcretion  are  vvith  rcfpecf  to  each  other  as  two  parallel 
lines,  v/hich,  though  infmitely  produced,  rem.ain  ftiil 
equi-dirtant,  and  will  never  coincide ;  then  you  rauft 
allow,  that  pailion  acts  upon  the  human  mind,  in  a  ra- 
tio ccm.pGUiided  of  the  acutenefs  of  lenfe,  and  ccniti- 
tutional  heatj  and,  thirdly,  ycu  will  not  deny,  that  the 
angle  of  remiorfe  is  equal  to  that  of  pr-rcxpitation. 
Thtk  pQf.idata  being  admitted,''  added  he,  taking  pen, 
iji];,  and  paper,  and  drawing  a  parallelogrcjn,  *  let 
youth  be  repreftntsd  by  the  ri^ht  hne  ^.  >,  a:id  diicre- 

tiou 
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tion  by  another  right  line  c,  d,  parallel  to  the  former.- 
Compleat  the  parallelogram  a,  b,  c,  J,  and  let  the  point 
of  interfeiSlion,  by  reprefent  perdition.  Let  pafTion,  i«e- 
preieiited  under  the  letter  f,  have  a  motion  in  the  dl- 
re6lion  r,  a.  At  the  fame  time,  let  another  motion  be 
communicated  to  it  in  the  direftion  c,  d,  it  will  proceed 
In  the  diagonal  c,  b,  and  defcribe  it  in  the  fame  time 
that  it  would  have  defcribed  the  fide,  c,  «,  by  the  firil 
motion,  or  the  fide,  c,  dy  by  the  fecond.  To  under- 
ftand  the  demonftration  of  this  corollary,  we  muft  pre- 
mife  this  obvious  principle,  that  when  a  body  is  a6ied 
upon  by  a  motion  of  power  parallel  to  a  right  line 
givTU  in  pofition,  this  power,  or  motion,  has  no  efFeft 
to  caule  the  body  to  approach  towards  that  line,  or  re- 
cede from  it,  but  to  move  in  a  line  parallel  to  a  right 
line  only;  as  appears  from  the  fecond  law  of  motion: 
therefore,  <r,  a,  being  parallel  to  d,  b 

His  pupil  having  liftened  to  him  thus  far,  could  con- 
tain himfelf  no  longer,  but  interrupted  the  inveftiga- 
tion  with  a  loud  laugh,  and  told  him  that  his  pQjlidata 
put  him  in  mind  of  a  certain  learned  and  ingenious 
gentleman,  who  undertook  to  difprove  the  exiftence  of 
natural  evil,  and  aflced  no  other  datum  on  which  to 
found  his  demonftration,  but  an  acknowledgment  that 
e-jery  thing  that  is,  is  right.  *  You  may,  therefore,' 
faid  he,  in  a  peremptory  tone,  *  fpare  yourfelf  the  trou- 
ble of  torturing  your  invention ;  for,  after  all,  I  am 
pretty  certain  that  I  fhall  want  capacity  to  comprehend  . 
the  difcuffion  of  your  lem.ma,  and  confequently  be  ob- 
liged to  refufe  my  aflent  to  your  deduftlon."" 

Mr.  Jolter  was  difconcerted  at  this  declaration,  and 
fo  much  offended  at  Peregrine's  difrefpeft,  that  he 
could  not  help  exprelTing  his  difpleaiure,  by  telling 
him  flatly,  that  he  was  too  violent  and  headftrong  to 
be  reclaimed  by  reafon  and  gentle  means ;  that  he  (the 
tutor)  muft  be  obliged,  in  the  difcharge  of  his  duty  and 
confcience,  to  inform  the  commodore  of  his  pupifs  im- 
pitidence ;  that  if  the  laws  of  this  realm  were  efteftual, 
they  would  take  cognizance  of  the  gipfy  who  had  led 

him 
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him  aftray  ;  and  cbfei-\-ed,  by  way  of  contraft,  that  if 
fucli  a  prejioiterous  intrigue  had  happened  in  France, 
fhe  would  have  been  clapped  np  in  a  convent  tv/o  years 
ago. 

Our  lover's  eyes  kindled  with  indlgiiation,  when  he 
heard  his  miftrefs  treated  with  fuch  irreverence ;  he 
could  icarce  refrain  from  infli^liing  manual  chaltiiement 
on  the  blafpherner,  whom  he  reproached  in  his  wTath 
as  an  aiTogant  pedant,  without  either  delicacy  or  fenfe, 
and  cautioned  him  againil  ufing  any  luch  impertinent 
freedoms  with  his  affairs  for  the  future,  on  pain  of  in- 
curring more  fevere  effefts  of  his  refentment. 

Air.  Jolter,  who  entertained  very  high  notions  of  that 
veneration  to  vdilch  he  thought  hirafelf  intitled  by  his 
charafter  and  qualifications,  had  not  bore,  withoiit  re- 
pining, his  want  of  irJluence  and  authority  over  his 
pupil,  againft  Vv-hom  he  cheriflied  a  particular  grudge, 
ever  fince  the  adventure  of  the  painted  eye  ;  and  there- 
fore, on  this  occafion,  his  politick  forbearance  had  been 
overcome  by  the  accumulated  motives  of  his  difguit. 
Indeed,  he  would  have  refigned  his  charge  with  dif- 
dain,  had  not  he  been  encouraged  to  perfevere,  by  the 
hope  of  a  good  living  which  Ti-unnion  had  in  his  gift, 
or  known  how  to  difpofe  of  him.felf  for  the  prefent  to 
better  advantage. 

CHAP.    XXV. 
He  receives  a  Letter  from  his  Aunt,  breaks  -ivith  the 

Cotnmodore,  /inddifobliges  the  Lieutenant,  'u.vko  ne=-jcr- 

thelefs  undertakes  kis  Caufc. 
IV^EAN WHILE  he  quitted  the  youth  in  high  dud- 
•^  -^  geon,  and  that  fame  evening  difpatched  a  letter 
for  Mrs.  Tnmiiion,  which  was  dictated  by  the  firft 
traniports  of  his  paffion,  and  of  courfe  replete  with  fe- 
vere animadverfions  on  the  mifconduft  of  his  pupil. 

In  conlcquence  of  this  complaint,  it  was  not  long 
before  Peregrine  received  an  epillle  from  his  aunt; 
v/herein  ih.e  commemorated  ail  the  circumfcances  of  the 
commodoi-e"'s  benevolence  toXvards  him,  when  he  waS' 
heipkfs  and  forlorn,  deferted  and  abandoned  by  his 

Vol.  I.  O  own 
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Own  pirents ;  upbraided  him  for  his  miftehavloiir,  and 
iiegLcl  of  his  tutor's  advice ;  and  infilled  upon  his 
breaking  oft  all  intercourfe  with  that  girl  who  had  fe- 
duced  iiis  youth,  as  he  valued  the  ccncinuance  of  her 
affeflion  and  her  hufband's  regard. 

As  our  lover's  own  ideas  of  generofity  were  ex- 
trernly  refined,  he  was  fhocked  at  the  indelicate  inii- 
rmations  of  Mrs.  Trunnion,  and  feit  all  the  pangs  of 
an  ingenuous  mind  that  labours  under  obligations  to  a 
peribn  whom  it  conteluns.  Far  from  obeying  her  in- 
junction, .or  humbling  himfelf  by  a  fubmiiTive  aniwer  to 
her  repreheniicn,  liis  refentment  buoyed  him  up  above 
every  {t-IHfli  ccnfideraticn ;  he  refolved.  to  attach  him- 
felf to  Emilia,  if  pciuble,  more  than  ever ;  and  al- 
though h?  was  tempted  to  punifh  the  ofncioufnefs  of 
Jolter,  by  recriminating  upon  his  life  and  converfarion, 
he  gc;nerouily  v/ithftood  the  impulfe  of  his  paffioHj  be- 
caul'e  he  knew  that  his  governor  had  no  other  depend- 
ance  than  the  good  opinion  of  the  commodore.  He 
could  not,  however^  digeft  in  filence  the  fevere  expof- 
tulations  of  his  aunt ;  to  which  he  replied  by  the  fol- 
lowing letter,  addrefied  to  her  hufband. 

'  THOUGH  my  temper  could  never  ftcop 

*  te  offer,  nor,  I  believe  yoxir  GiipofiLion  deign  to  re- 

*  ceive,  that  grofs  incenfe  v/hich  the  illiberal  only  ex- 

*  pe6t,  and  none  but  the  bafe-minded  condefcend  to 

*  pay ;  my  fentim.ents  have  already  done  juftice  to  yciir 

*  generoiity,  and  my  intention  fcrupulcufly  adhered  to 

*  the  di6Lates  of  ray  duty.     Confcious  of  this  integrity 

*  of  heart,  I  cannot  b\it  feverely  feei  your  lady's  un- 

*  kind  (I  v/ill  not  call  it  ungenerous)  recapitulation  of 

*  the  favo\u-s  I   have  received ;  and  as  I .  take  it  for 

*  granted,  that  you  knew  and  approved  of  her  letter,  I 

*  muft  beg  leave  to  aiTure  you,  that  far  fi'om  being 

*  fV/ayed  by  menaces  and  reproach,  I  am  deteiTnined  to 
«  embrace  the  mofl:  abie61:  extremity  of  fortamej  rather 

*  than  iubmit  Xq  fuch  diihonouiable  co^ippuliion.  V/hen 

*  I  am 
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*  I  am  treated  in  a  more  delicate  and  refpeftful  mamier, 

*  I  hope  I  iliall  behive  as  becomes,  Sir,  yotii-  obliged 

*  P.    PICKLE.' 

The  commodore;  who  did  not  underhand  thole  nice 
diftindions.of  behavioTir,  and  dreaded  the  ccniequence 
of  Peirgrine's  amour,  againft  which  he  was  fcrangely 
prepofleffed,  feemed  exaiperated  at  the  inlbbnce  ar.d 
obftinacyof  this  adopted  fon  ;  to  whole  epiitle  he  wrote 
the  foriowlng  anfwer,  which  was  tramn-itted  by  the 
hajids  of  Ha'chway,  who  had  orders  to  brmg  the  de- 
linquent along  with  him  to  the  garrifon. 

*  HARK  YE,  CHILD  1 

'  YOU  need  not  bring  your  nne  fpeeches  to 

*  bear  upon  me.     You  only  expend  your  ammunition 

*  to  no  purpofe.     Your  aunt  told  you  nothing  but 

*  trutli ;  for  it  is  always   fair  and  hcncurable  to  be 

*  abcae  board,  d'ye  fee.     I  am  inioiined  as  how  you 

*  are  Li  chace  of  a  painted  gAllsy,  which  will  decoy 
'  you  upon  the  nats  of  deftruCticn,  unlefs  you  keep  a 

*  bettei*  loak-odt,  and  a  furer  reckoning,  than  you  have 
'  hitherto  done ;  and  I  have  lent  Jack  Hatclr.vay  to  fee 

*  how  the  lend  lies,  and  warn  you  of  your  danger :  if  fb 

*  be  as  you  will  put  about  fhip,  and  let  him  fteer  you  into 

*  thi-  harbour,  you  fhall  meet  with  a  fafe  birth  and 

*  friendly  reception;  but  if  you  refufe  to  alter  your 

*  couife,  yen  cannot  expect  any  farther  affiitance  from 

*  yoi:i4,  as  vou  behave,  ,   ,  „  ^„ 

•^         '*         •  '  *  HAV.'SE?.  TRUNNION. 

Peregrine  was  equally  piqued  and  olfconcerted  at 
the  receipt  of  this  letter,  which  was  quite  different 
from  v/hat  he  had  e-:q)ecled  j  and  declared  in  a  rcfolute 
tone  to  the  lieutenant,  who  brought  it,  that  he  might 
return  ps  fccn  as  he  pleafed,  for  he  was  determined  to 
conlult  his  own  inclination,  and  remain  for  winQ  time 
longer  \yhere  he  v/as. 

Hatdiway  endeavoured  to  pcrfiiade  him  by  all  the 
arguments  which  his  fagacity  and  friendfnip  could  fup- 
ply,  to  :hew  a  little  more  deference  for  the  old  man, 
O  2,  who 
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who  was  by  this  time  rendered  fretful  and  peevifh  by 
the  gout,  which  now  hindered  him  from  enjoying  him- 
felf  as  ufiial,  and  who  might,  in  his  paflion,  take  fome 
ftep  veiy  much  to  the  detriment  of  the  young  gentle- 
man, whom  he  had  hitherto  confidered  as  his  ov/n  fon. 
Among  other  remonftrances,  Jack  obfen'ed,  that  may- 
hap Peregrine  had  got  imderEmilia''s  hatches,  and  did 
not  chufe  to  fet  her  adrift;  and  if  that  was  the  cafe, 
he  himfclf  would  take  charge  of  the  veffel,  and  fee  her 
cargo  fafcly  delivered;  for  he  had  a  reipe6l  for  the 
young  woman;  and  his  needle  pointed  towards  matri- 
mony ;  and  as,  in  all  probability,  flie  could  not  be  much 
the  worfe  for  wear,  he  would  make  fhift  to  feud  through 
life  with  her  under  an  eafy  fail. 

Our  lover  was  deaf  to  all  his  admonitions,  and  Iriving 
thanked  him  for  this  lafi:  inftance  of  his  complaisance, 
repeated  his  refolution  of  adhering  to  his  firft  purpofe. 
Hatchway  having  profited  fo  little  by  mild  exhorta- 
tions, afiumed  a  more  peremptory  afpeft,  and  plainly 
told  him  he  neither  could  nor  would  go  home  without 
him;  fo  he  had  beft  make  im.raediate  preparation  for 
the  voyage. 

Peregrine  m.ade  no  other  reply  to  this  declaration, 
than  by  a  contemptuous  Imile,  and  rofe  from  his  feat 
in  order  to  retire ;  tipon  which  the  lieutenant  ftarted 
up,  and  porting  himJelf  by  the  door,  proteil:(*d  with 
fome  menacing  geftures,  that  he  would  not  folVer  him 
to  run  a-head  neither.  The  other,  incenfed  at  his  pre- 
fumption  In  attempting  to  detain  him  by  force,  tripped 
up  his  wooden  leg,  and  laid  him  on  his  back  in  a  mo- 
ment ;  then  v/alked  deliberately  towards  the  park,  in 
order  to  indulge  his  refleftion,  vv^hich  at  that  time  teem- 
ed with  difagreeable  thoughts.  He  had  not  pi'-oceeded 
tv/o  hundred  fteps,  v/hen  he  heard  fomething  blowing 
■and  ftamping  behind  him ;  and  looking  back,  perceiv- 
ed the  lieutenant  at  his  heels,  with  rage  and  ifidigna- 
tion  in  his  countenance.  This  exafperatedfeaman,  im- 
patient of  the  affront  he  had  received,  and  forgettmg 
all  the  circuinftances  of  their  fonuer  intimacy,  advanced 

with 
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\yith  great  eagernefs  to  his  old  friend,  iayin:^,  <  Look 
ye,  b]-other,  yoxiVe  a  fancy  boy,  and  if  you  was  at  fea, 
I  would  liave  your  backfide  brought  to  the  d^vit  for 
your  difobedience  ;  but  as  we  are"  on  laore,  vou  and  I 
m-jft  crack  a  pillol  at  one  another  j  here  is  a  brace,  you 
fiiail  take  which  you  pleafe.' 

Peregrine,  upon  recolleciion,  was  forry  for  havino- 
been  laid  under  the  neceffity  of  difobliging  honelf  ]-xk, 
and  veiy  frankly  aiked  his  pardon  for  what  he  had  done. 
But  this  condefcenfion  was  minnterpreted  by  the  other, 
who  refufed  any  other  fatisfaaion  -at  that  which  an 
ofhcer  onght  to  claim;  and,  with  fome  irreverend  ex- 
preflions,  aiked  if  Peny  was  afraid  of  his  b?con.  The 
yoiuh,  Inflamed  at  this  unjuft  infinuation,  darted  a  fe-? 
rocicus  look  at  the  challenger,  told  him  he  had  paid 
but  too  much  regard  to  his  infirm i tie.?,  and  bid  him 
walk  forward  to  the  park,  where  he  would  foon  con- 
vmce  him  of  his  error,  if  he  thought  his  concefTion  pro-, 
ceeded  from  fear. 

Abou:  this  time  they  were  overtaken  by  Pipes,  who 
haviivg  heard  the  lieutenant's  fall,  and  feen  him  pocket 
his  ^vloh,  Rifpcaed  that  there  was  a  quarrel  in  the  cafe, 
and  lollowed  him  with  a  view  of  protefling  his  mafter, 
Percgi-ine  feeing  him  arrive,  and  guefTmg  his  intention, 
afium^d  an  air  of  fcrenity,  and  pretending  that  he  had 
lert  his  handkerchief  at  the  inn,  ordered  his  man  to  go 
tlnthtr  and  fetch  it  to  him  in  the  park,  where  he  would 
find  them^at  his  return.  The  command  was  twice  re^ 
pea  ted  before  Tom  would  take  any  other  notice  of  the 
radrige,  except  by  fliaking  his  head ;  but  being  urged 
with  many  threats  and  curies  to  obedience,  he  gave  them 
to  underftand  that  he  knew  their  drift  too  well  to  truft 
them  by  themfelves.  *  As  for  you.  Lieutenant  Hatch- 
vay,'  faid  he,  *  I  have  been  your  ihip-mate,  and  know 
you  to  be  a  failor,  that's  enough;  and  as  formafler,  I 
know  him  to  be  as  good  a  man  as  eveiy  llept  between 
ftem^  and  fternj  whereby,  if  you  have  any  thing  to  fay 
to  him,  I  am  your  man,  as  the  faying  is.  Here's  my 
l^pling,  and  I  don't  ^-alue  your  crackers  of  a  rope's 
O  3  end,* 
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end.'  This  oration,  the  longeft  that  ever  Pipes  was 
known  to  make,  he  conchided  with  a  flciirifh  of  his 
cudgel,  and  enforced  with  fuch  determined  refiifals  to 
leave  them,  that  they  found  it  impoffible  to  bring  the 
cauie  to  mortal  arbitrement  at  that  time,  and  ftroikd 
about  the  park  in  profound  filence  ;  during  which. 
Hatchway's  indignation  fubfiding,  he  all  of  a  fuddtii 
thrult  out  his  hand  as  an  advance  to  reconciliation, 
which  being  cordially  (liaken  by  Peregrine,  a  general 
pacification  enfued  -,  and  v/as  followed  by  a  confulta- 
ticn  about  the  means  of  extricating  the  youth  from  his 
preient  perplexity.  Had  his  difpofition  been  like  that 
of  moll  other  young  men,  it  would  have  been  no  diffi- 
cult talk  to  overcome  his  difficulties ;  but  fuch  was  the 
obfcinacy  of  his  pride,  that  he  deemxed  himfelf  bound 
in  honour  to  refent  the  letters  he  had  received  5  and  in- 
flead  of  Ribmitting  to  the  pleafure  of  the  commodore, 
ex-pe6ted  an  acknov/ledgmtnt  from  him,  without  which 
he  would  liften  to  no  terms  of  accommodation.  *  Had 
I  been  his  own  fon,'  faid  he,  *  I  fhouid  have  bore  his 
reproof,  and  fued  for  forgivenefs  5  but  knowing  myfelf 
to  be  on  the  footing  of  an  orphan,  who  depends  en- 
tirely upon  his  benevolence,  I  am  jealous  of  every 
thing  that  can  be  conftmed  into  difrefpecl,  and  iniill 
upon  being  treated  with  the  moH  p^mftual  regard.  I 
ihall  now  make  application  to  my  father,  who  is  ob- 
liged to  provide  for  me  by  the  ties  of  nature,  as  well  as 
the  laws  of  the  land ;  and  if  he  ihall  refufe  to  do  me 
juftice,  I  can  never  want  employment  v^^hile  men  are 
required  for  his  majefty's  fervice.' 

The  lieutenant,  alaniied  at  this  intimation,  begged 
he  would  take  no  new  ftep  until  he  fhouid  hear  from 
him  ;  and  that  very  evening  fet  out  for  the  ga.rrifon, 
where  he  gave  Trunnion  an  account  of  the  mifcarriage 
of  his  negociation ;  told  him  how  highly  Peregrhie  was 
offended  at  the  letter ;  communicated  the  young  gen- 
tleman's fentimcnts  and  refolution-,  and  finally  allured 
iiinij  th^t  unieis  he  lliould  think  proper  to  alk  paidon 

for 
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for  tne  offence  he  had  committed,  he  would,  in  all  ap- 
pearance, never  more  behold  the  face  of  his  godfon. 

The  old  ccminodore  was  iitterlv  confounded  at  this 
piece  of  intelligence  :  he  had  expecled  all  the  humility 
of  obedience  and  contrition  from  the  young  man ;  and 
inilcad  of  that,  received  nothing  but  the  molt  indignant 
oppofition ;  and  even  found  hirafelfin  the  circumilances 
of  an  offender,  obliged  to  make  atonement,  or  forfeit 
ail  ccrrefpondence  with  his  favomite.  Thefe  infolent 
conditions  a:  firii  threw  him  into  an  agony  of  wrath, 
and  he  vented  execrations  with  fuch  rapidity,  that  he 
left  himfelf  no  time  to  breathe,  and  had  almoft  been 
fuffccated  with  his  choler.  He  inveighed  bitterly 
againft  the  ingratitude  of  Peregrine,  whom  he  men- 
tioned with  manv  opprobrious  epithets,  and  fwore  that 
he  ought  to  be  keel-hauled  for  his  prefuraption ;  but 
when  he  began  to  r^flecl  more  coolly  upon  the  fpirit  of 
the  young  gentleman,  which  had  already  mpjilfeiled  it- 
felf  on  many  occafions,  ?uid  liftened  to  the  fuggefticns 
of  Hatchway,  whom  he  had  always  confidered  as  an 
oracle  in  his  v.Tiy,  his  refentment  abated,  and  he  deter- 
mined to  take  Perry  into  favour  again ;  this  placabi- 
lity being  not  a  little  facilitated  by  Jack'^  narrative  of 
cur  hero's  intrepid  behaviour  at  the  aiTembly,  as  v>-eli 
as  in  the  contefc  vsrith  him  in  the  park.  But  IlIiI  thi^ 
plaguy  amour  occurred  like  a  bug-bear  to  his  imagina- 
tion ;  for  he  held  it  as  an  infallible  m.axim,  that  v/o- 
man  was  an  eternal  fource  of  mifery  to  man.  Indeed, 
this  apothegm  he  leldom  repeated  llnce  his  marriage, 
except  i;i  the  company  of  a  very  few  intimates,  to  whofe 
fecrefs.'  and  difcretion  he  could  tr.^i.  Finding  Jack 
hirrifelf  at  a  nonplus  in  the  affair  of  Emilia,  he  coniult- 
ei  Mrs.  Trunnion,  w^ho  was  equally  {i.irprized  and  of- 
fended, when  ihe  -inderifood  that  her  letter  did  not  pro- 
duce the  denred  effeft  j  and  after  having  imputed  the 
youth's  cbftlnacy  to  his  uncle's  unleaionable  indul- 
£;~-yiCe,  had  rccourfe  to  the  advice  of  the  parion,  Vv'ho 
ftill  with  an  eye  to  his  friend's  advantage,  counfelled 
tliein  to  fend  the  young  gentleinaji  on  h.is  travels,  in  trie 
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tourfe  of  whicli  he  would,  in  all  probability,  forget  the 
amufements  of  his  greener  yeai's.  The  propofal  was 
judicious,  and  immediately  approved  ;  when  Trunnion 
going  into  his  clofet,  after  divers  efforts,  produced  the 
follovdiig  billet,  with  which  Jack  depaited  for  Windlbr 
that  fame  afternoon. 

*  MY  GOOD  LAD, 

*  IF  I  gave  offence  in  my  laft  letter,  I'm  forry 

*  for't,  d'ye  fee  ;   I  thought  it  was  the  likelieft  way  to 

*  bring  you  up,  but,  in  time  to  com.e,  you  fliall  have  a 
^  large  fwing  of  cable.     When  ycu  can  :pare  tmie,  I 

*  fliaii  be  glad  if  you  will  make  a  fliort  trip,  and  lee 

*  your  aunt,  and  him  who  is  your  loving  godfather  ar.d. 
«  humble  ferv-ant,  HAwsm  tp.unnign."* 

*  P.  S.  If  you  want  money,  you   may  draw  upon 
pie  payable  at  lirh?.' 

^CHAP.  XXVI. 
He  becomes  jnelancholy  and  def pendent  \  is  fa-voureJ 
nvith  a  condcfcending  Letter  from  his  Uncle ;  recon^ 
dies  himfeljio  his  Go'cernor.,  and  Jets  out  --with  Ermlia. 
and  hjer  friend  for  Mrs-  G  auntie  fs  Houfe. 
"pEREGRTNE,  fortified  as  he  was  with  pride  and 
•*■  indignation,  did  not  fail  to  feel  the  iVnaicing  fug- 
geftions  of  his  prefent  iituation  :  after  having  lived  {o 
long  in  an  affluent  and  imperious  manner,  he  could  ill 
brook  the  thoviglits  of  fubmi::ring  to  the  mortif^-ing 
exigencies  of  life.  All  the  gaudy  fchemes  of  pcm.p 
and  pleafure,  v.'hich  his  luxuriant  imagination  liad 
fonned,  began  to  dificlve  j  a  train  of  melancholy  ideas 
took  poffefTion  of  his  thoughts,  and  the  profpeci  of 
lofing  Emilia  wa#  not  the  leaft  part  of  hi:  afilicrion. 
Though  he  endeavoured  to  fiipprcfs  the  chagrLi  that 
preyed  upon  his  heart,  he  could  not  conceal  the  dif- 
turbance  of  his  mind  fi-cm  the  penetration  of  tiiat  ami- 
able young  lady,  who  fympathized  v/ith  him  hi  her 
h:;art,  though  Ihe  cordd  not  give  iier  tongue  the  liberty 
of  alking  tlie  cauie  of  his  diforder :  for,  notNvitlirtand- 
ing  all  the  ardour  of  his  addrefies.  he  never  could  ob- 
tain from  htr  the  declaration  of  a  inu'.uai  flame  ;  bc- 

caufe. 
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caufe,  though  he  had  hitherto  treated  her  with  the  ut- 
moll  reverence  of  reipe'51: ,  he  had  never  once  mentioned 
tlie  final  aim  of  hici  paiTion.  However  honom-able  fhe 
iuppofed  it  to  be,  fhe  had  difcernment  en.ough  to  fore- 
lee,  that  vanity  or  interefl  co-operating  with  the  levity 
of  youth,  might  one  day  deprive  her  of  her  lover,  and 
fhe  was  too  proud  to  give  him  any  handle  of  exulting 
at  her  expence.  Altiiough  he  v,-as  received  by  herv/ith 
tliemoll  dirtingaifned  civility,  and  even  an  intimacy  of 
friendihip,  all  hh  felicitations  could  never  extort  from 
her  an  acknowjedgment  of  love  :  on  the  contrary,  be- 
ing of  a  gay  dif-poiition,  fhe  fometim.es  coquetted  with 
other  adm.irers,  that  his  attention  thus  whetted  maght 
never  aba!:e,  zv-.}.  that  he  might  fee  flie  had  other  re- 
fources,  in  cafe  lie  fhould  flag  m  his  affection. 

This  being  the  prudential  plan  on  which  fhe  acted, 
it  cannot  be  i'uppofed  that  fhe  would  condeicend  to  en- 
quire into  the  liate  of  his  thoughts,  when  flie  faw  him 
thus  aftecled  ;  but  fhe,  neverthelefs,  impofed  that  tafk 
on  her  couiin  and  confidante,  who,  as  they  walked  to- 
gether in  the  park,  obkrved  thathe  feem.ed  to  be  out  of 
liumour.  When  this  is  the  cafe,  fuch  aqueftion  gene- 
rally increafes  the  difeafe  j  at  leaft  it  had  that  elfe6l 
v.pon  Peregrine,  who  replied  fomewhat  peevlflily,  *  I 
airure  yoxi.  Madam.,  you  never  was  more  miftaken  in 
•n-our  obfcrvaticns.""- — ^  I  think  fo  too,'  faid  Emilia, 
*  for  I  nei-er  favv  Mr.  Pickle  m  higher  fpirits  '.'  This 
iionicai  encomuum  corapleated  his  confiilion ;  he  af- 
ie61:ed  to  fmile,  but  it  was  a  fmile  of  angui/li,  and  in 
his  heart  he  curled  the  vivacity  of  both.  He  could  not 
for  his  foul  col!e6l  himfe^',  fo  as  to  utter  one  connefled 
fentence  ;  and  the  fufpicion  that  thev  obferved  every  cir- 
cumstance of  his  behaviour,  threw  luch  a  damp  on  his 
fpirits,  th7.t  be  Vv-as  quite  ovsnvhelmed  with  fhame  and 
n-fentmient,  when  Sophy,  cafiing  her  eyes  towards  the 
gate,  faid,  '  Yonder  is  your  feiTant,  Mr.  Pickle,  with 
another  man  who  feem.s  to  have  a  wooden  leg.'  Pere- 
grine ftarted  at  this  intelligence,  and  immediately  un- 
derwent fundry  changes  of  com.plexicn,  knov/ing  that 

his 
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iiis  fate,  in  a  great  meafi;re,  depended  upon  the  InFor- 
ination  he  would  receive  from  his  fiiend. 

Katchway  advancing  to  the  company,  after  a  brace 
of  fea  bovv'S  to  the  ladies,  took  the  youth  aiide,  and  put 
the  commodore's  letter  irito  his  hand  ;  which  threvY 
him  into  fuch  an  agitation,  that  he  could  fcarce  pro- 
nounce, '  Ladies,  v/ill  you  give  me  leave  V  When,  in 
con leqvience  of  their  permilTion,  he  attempted  to  open 
the  billet,  he  fumbled  with  fuch  manifeft  difoi'der,  that 
his  miftrefs,  v^^ho  watched  his  motions,  began  to  thijik 
there  v/as  fomething  very  interefting  in  the  meflage  ; 
and  fo  much  was  ihe  aife6led  v^ith  his  concern,  that  ihz 
was  fain  to  turn  her  he?*d  another  v/ay,  a^id  wipe  the 
tears  fi-om  her  lovely  eyes . 

Meanwlvile  Peregrine  no  fooner  read  the  firft  fentencs 
than  ids  countenance,  which  before  was  overcaft  with  a 
tleep  gloom,  began  to  be  ligiited  up,  and  even,--  feature, 
unbending  by  degrees,  he  recovered  his  ferenity.  Hav- 
ing perufed  the  letter,  his  eyes  fparkling  with  joy  and 
gi-atitude,  he  hugged  the  lieutenant  in  his  aims,  and 
prefented  him  to  the  ladies  as  one  of  his  bell  friends. 
Jack  mei  with  a  moft  gracious  reception,  and.ihook 
Emilia  by  the  hand,  telling  her,  with  rhe  familiar  ap- 
pellation of  Old  acquaintance i  that  he  did  not  care  how 
ibon  he  was  mafter  of  iiiph  another  clean-going  frigate 
as  herfelf. 

The  whole  company  partook  of  this  favourable 
change  that  evidently  appeai'ed  in  cur  lover^s  recollec- 
tion., and  enlivened  his  converfation  \vith  fuch  an  nn- 
comm.on  flow  of  fprightlinefs  and  gccd-humour,  as 
even  made  an  imprelfion  on  the  iron  countenarice  of 
Pipes  himfeif,  who  aftually  fmiled  with  fatisfa6tion  as 
he  walked  behind  them. 

The  evening  being  pretty  far  advanced,  they  direct- 
ed their  courie  homeward  ;  and  while  the  valet  attended 
Hatchv/ay  to  the  inn.  Peregrine  efcorted  the  ladies  to 
their  lodging,  wliere  he  owned  the  juftnefs  of  Sophy^s 
rcmai'k,  in  laying  he  was  out  of  humour,  and  told 
?heni  he  hiid  been  extremely  chagrined  at   a  dinorence 

which 
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which  haJ  happened  between  him  and  hi"  uncle,  to 
whom  (by  the  letter  which  they  had  ieen  iiim  receive) 
he  r,ow  icund  himielf  happily  reconciled. 

Having  received  their  coiigratulaticns,  and  decline! 
flaying  to  ibp  with  them,  on  accoimt  of  the  longing  de- 
lire  he  had  to  converle  with  his  friend  Jack,  he  took 
his  leave,  and  repaired  to  the  inn,  where  tlztchwRy  in- 
formed him  of  eveiy  thing  that  liad  happened  in  the 
garrifon  upon  his  reprefentations.  Far  from  being  dif- 
giiiled,  he  v.'as  perfeclly  well  pleafed  with  the  proipeft 
of  going  abroad,  which  flattered  his  vanity  and  ambi- 
tion, gratified  his  thirft  after  knowledge,  and  indulged 
that  turn  for  obfervation,  for  v/hich  he  had  been  re- 
markable ffom  his  moil  tender  3-eai-s .  Neither  did  he 
believe  a  ilioit  abfence  would  tend  to  the  prejudice  of 
his  love,  but,  on  the  contrary,  enliance  the  value  of  his 
heait,  becaule  he  ihould  return  better  accomplifhed, 
and  confequently  a  more  welcome  offering  to  his  mif- 
trefs.  Elevated  witlr  thefe  fentiments,  his  heart  dilated 
with  joy,  and  the  (lulces  of  his  natural  benevolence  be- 
hig  opened  by  this  happy  turn  of  his  affairs,  he  fent  his 
compliments  to  Mr.  Jolter,  to  whom  he  had  r^^t  fpoken 
d\iri:\g  aw-hole  week,  and  deiired  he  would  favour  Mr, 
Katchwa]/  and  him  with  his  company  at  fupper. 

The  governor  was  not  ^veak  enough  to  declirie  this 
invitation  5  in  conlequence  of  which  he  foithwith  ap- 
peared, and  was  cordially  welcomed  by  the  relentmg  pu- 
pil, who  expreliect  his  forrow  for  the  miiunderitanding 
which  had  prevailed  between  them,  and  afliu'ed  hijn 
that  for  the  future  he  would  avoid  giving  him  any 
juft  caufe  of  complaint.  Jolter,  v/ho  did  not  want  af- 
fcclion,  was  melted  by  this  acknowledgment,  which  he 
could  not  have  expefted,  and  earaeftly  protefttd,  that 
his  chief  ftudy  had  always  been,  and  ever  fliould  be,  to 
proDiote  Mr.  "pickle's  intereft:  and  iiappinefs. 

The  beft  part  of  the  n'.ght  being  fpent  in  the  circula- 
tion of  a  chearfol  giafs,  the  company  broke  up;  and 
nexr  mion-sing  Peregrine  went  out  with  a  view  of  mak- 
irj^  hjs  miftrciS  acq_uainled  with  his  uncle's  intention  of 

lending 
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fending  liim  out  of  the  kingdom  for  his  improvement, 
and  of  faying  ev^ery  thing  which  he  thought  necefiarv 
for  the  interefc  of  his  love.  He  found  her  at  breakfafi: 
with  her  coufm  :  and  as  he  was  very  full  of  the  fubje£h 
of  his  vilit,  had  fcarce  fixed  himfelf  in  his  feat,  when 
he  brought  It  on  the  carpet,  by  aflcing  with  a  fmile,  if 
the  ladies  had  any  commands  lor  Paris.  Emilia  at  this 
quellion  began  to  ftai'e,  and  her  confidante  defired  to 
know  who  was  going  tliither.  He  no  fooner  gave  them 
to  underftand,  that  lie  himfelf  intended  in  a  fliort  time 
to  vifit  that  capital,  than  his  m.iftrefs  with  great  preci- 
pitation wifhed  him  a  good  jouniey,  and  affefted  to  talk 
vvith  indifference  about  the  pleaiures  he  would  enjoy  In 
France  :  but  when  he  ferioully  allured  Sopliy,  who  afk~ 
ed  if  he  was  in  earnefl,  that  his  inicle  aftually  infifltd 
upon  his  miaking  a  fhort  tour,  the  tears  gullied  in  poor 
Emilia's  eyes,  and  fne  was  at  great  pains  to  conceal  her 
concern,  by  obferving  that  the  tea  was  fo  fcalding  hot, 
as  to  make  her  eyes  v.^ter.  This  pretext  was  too  thin 
to  impofe  upon  her  lover,  or  even  deceive  the  obfeiva- 
tion  of  her  friend  Sophy,  vv'ho,  after  breakfaft,  took  an 
opportuniiv  of  quitting  the  room. 

Thus  left  by  themielves,  Peregrine  imparted  to  her 
what  he  had  learned  of  the  commodore's  intention, 
without,  hov/ever,  mentioning  a  fyllable  of  his  being 
offended  at  their  corrtfpondence ;  and  accompanied  his 
information  with  luch  fervent  vows  of  eternal  conilancy, 
and  Ibicmn  prcraifes  of  a  fpeedy  return,  that  Emily's 
heart,  which  had  been  invaded  by  a  fufplcicn  that  this 
Icheme  of  travelling  was  the  effe6l  of  her  lover's  inccn- 
ftancy,  began  to  be  more  at  eafe  5  and  flie  could  not 
help  fjgnifying  her  approbation  of  his  deiign. 

This  affair  being  amicably  compromiled,  he  afked 
liow  loon  flie  propofed  to  fet  out  for  her  mother's 
houfe  ;  and  underlfanding  that  her  departure  v/as  fixed- 
for  next  day  but  one,  and  that  her  coulin  Sophy  intend- 
ed to  accompany  her  in  her  father's  chariot,  he  repeated 
his  Intention  of  attending  her.  In  the  raea!i  time  he 
difmiiled  lus  governor  and  the  lieutenant  to  tlie  gairi- 
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foil,  with  his  con-jpliments  to  his  aunt  and  the  commo- 
dore, and  a  faithi'ul  promile  of  his  being  with  them  in 
fix  days  at  fartheft. 

Theie  previous  mcallu-es  being  taken,  he,  attended 
by  Pipes,  let  out  with  the  ladies  5  and  they  had  alfo  a 
convoy  for  twelve  miles  from  Sophy's  father,  who,  at 
parting,  recommended  them  pioully  to  the  care  of  Pe- 
regrine, with  whom,  by  this  time,  he  was  perfeclly  well 
acquamted. 

CHAP.    XXVII. 
*Ihey  meet  ivith  a  dreadful  Alarm  on  the  Road ;  arrive 

at  tkeir  Journey'' s  End.     Peregrine  is  inircduced  to 

Emily'' s  Brother  j  thefe  t-xvo  young  Gentlemen  mijun- 

derftand  each  other.  Pickle  departs  for  the  Garrifon, 
A  S  they  travelled  at  an  eafy  rate,  they  had  perfonned 
■^^  fomething  more  than  one-half  of  their  journey  v/hen 
they  were  benighted  at  an  inn,  at  which  they  refolved 
to  lodge  \  the  accommodation  v/as  very  good,  they  fup- 
ped  togL'ther  with  great  mirth  and  enjoyment,  and  it 
was  not  till  after  he  had  been  warned  by  the  yawns  of 
the  ladies,  that  he  conducted  them  to  their  apartment  ; 
where  wiihing  them  good  night,  he  retired  to  his  own, 
and  went  to  reif . 

The  houfe  was  crotided  vv'ith  country  people  who  had 
hztn  at  a  neighbouring  fair,  and  now  regaled  themfelves 
with  ale  and  tobacco  in  the  yard ;  fo  that  their  confide- 
ratlon,  which  at  any  time  was  but  flender,  being  now 
overwhelmed  by  this  debauch,  they  ftaggered  into  their 
refpe6live  kennels,  and  left  a  lighted  candle  flicking  to 
one  of  the  wooden  pillars  that  fupported  the  gallery.' 
The  flame  in  a  little  time  laid  hold  on  the  wood,  which 
was  as  diy  as  tinder,  and  the  whole  gallery  was  on  fire,  - 
when  Peregrine  faddenly  v/aked,  and  found  himfelf  al- 
rnolt  lliitocated.  He  fprung  up  in  an  hiftant,  flipped 
on  his  breeches,  and  throwing  open  the  door  of  his 
chamber,  faw  the  whole  entry  in  a  blaze. 

Heavens  !  what  were  the  emotions  of  his  foul,  when 
he  beheld  the  volumes  of  flame  and  fmoke  roiling  to- 
wards the  room  where  his  dear  Emily  lay  !  Regardlefs 

Vol.  I.  P  of 
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of  his  ov.Ti  danger,  he  darted  hinilclt"  through  the  thicks 
eft  of  the  gloom,  wlien  knocking  hard,  and  calhng  at 
the  fame  time  to  the  ladies,  with  tlie  mofl  anxious  en- 
treaty to  be  admitted  j  the  door  was. opened  by  Emi- 
lia in  her  fhift,  who  afked,  with  the  utmoil  trepidation, 
v/hat  was  the  matter  ?  He  made  no  reply,  but  fnatch- 
ing  her  up  in  his  arms,  like  another  ^neas,  bore  her 
through  the  fiamics  to  a  place  of  fafety ;  where  leaving 
her  before  flie  could  recolle6l  herfelf,  or  pronounce  one 
word,  but,  '  Alas !  my  coulin  Sophy  V  he  flew  back 
to  the  reicue  of  that  young  lady,  and  found  iier  already 
delivered  by  Pipes  j  who  havmg  been  alarmed  by  the 
fiPxcll  of  fire,  had  got  up,  rulbed  immediately  to  the 
chamber  vvdiere  he  knew  tiiefe  companions  lodged,  and 
(Emily  being  faved  by  ker  lover)  brought  oif  Mils  So- 
phy with  the  lofs  of  his  own  fhock  head  of  hair,  v/hiclt 
was  fmged  off  in  his  retreat. 

By  this  time  the  whole  inn  was  alarmed  ;  every  lod- 
ger, as  v/ell  as  fervant,  exerted  himfelf,  in  order  to  ftop 
the  progrel's  of  this  calamity  ;  and  there  being  a  weil- 
repleniihed  horfe-pond  in  the  yard,  in  lefs  than  a,n  hour 
the  fire  was  totally  extinguiflied,  without  having  done 
any  otlier  damage  than  of  coniuming  about  two  yards 
of  the  wooden  gallery. 

Ail  this  tim^e  cur  young  gentleman  clofely  attended 
his  fair  charge,  each  of  whom  had  fvvooned  withappre- 
henfion;  but  as  their  conflltutions  were  good,  and 
their  ipirits  not  eafily  diffipated,  v/hen  upon  refleftion 
they  found  themfelves  and  their  company  iafe,  and  that 
the  fiames  were  happily  quenclied,  the  tumult  of  their 
fears  fubfided,  they  put  on  their  cloaths,  recovered  their 
good  humo\ir,  and  began  to  rally  each  other  on  the 
trim  in  which  they  had  been  fecured.  Sophy  obferved, 
tliat  now  Mr.-  Pickle  had  an  indiiputable  claim  to  her 
coufiu's  affeclion  j  and  therefore  (lie  ought  to  lay  afide 
ail  affe61:ed  referve  for  the  future,  and  frankly  avow  the 
fentimerits  of  her  heart.  Emily  retorted  the  argmnent, 
putting  her  in  mind,  that  by  the  fam»e  claim  Mr.  Pipes 
was  entitled  to  the  like  return  from  her.  Her  friend  ad- 
mitted 
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inltted  the  force  cf  the  cciiclufion,  provided  flie  could 
jiot  iiiid  means  of  ^latisfying  her  deliverer  in  another 
fliape  J  and  turning  to  the  valet,  who  happened  to  be 
prefent,  afked  if  his  heart  was  not  othei-wile  engaged, 
Tom,  who  did  not  conceive  the  meaning  of  tlie  quef- 
tion,  ftood  l^lent  according  to  cuilcm  j  and  the  inten-o- 
gation  being  repeated,  anl'wered  with  a  grin — '  Henit- 
whole  as  a  biicult,  I'll  affure  ycu,  miilrefs.' — 'What?* 
faid  Emilia,  '  have  you  never  been  in  love,  Thcm^as  ?' 
— '  Yes,  fcrfooth,'  replied  the  valet  without  hefitation, 
*  fometimes  of  a  moiTiing.''  Peregrine  could  not  help 
laughing,  and  his  milli-efs  looked  a  little  difconcerted 
at  this  blunt  repartee  ;  while  Sophy  ilipping  a  purfe 
into  his  hand,  told  him  there  was  fomething  to  pur- 
chafe  a  perriwig.  Tom  having  confulted  his  mafter'g 
eyes,  retufed  the  prefent,  faying — '  No,  thank  ye  aS 
much  as  if  I  did.' — And  though ,fhe  infilled  upon  his 
putting  it  in  his  pocket,  as  a  fmall  teftimony  cf  her 
gratitxide,  he  could  nor  be  pre^-ailed  u])on  to  avail  him- 
felf  of  her  generohtv ;  but  fcllov/ing  her  to  the  other  end 
of  tlie  room,  thnift  it  into  her  lleeve  v/itliout  ceremoiiy, 
exclaiming — '  I'll  be  damned  to  hell  if  I  do!'  Pere- 
grine hi»vmg  checked  him  for  his  boorifh  behaviour, 
lent  him»  out  of  the  room,  and  begged  that  Mils  Sophy 
would  not  endeavour  to  debauch  the  morals  of  his  fer- 
vant  5  who,  rough  and  uncultivated  as  he  was,  had 
fenfe  enough  to  perceive  that  he  had  no  preteniion  to  any 
fuch  acknowledgment.  But  fhe  argxied  with  great  ve- 
hemence, that  flie  fhould  never  be  ablV;  to  m.ake  an  ac- 
knowledginent  adequate  to  the  fei-vice  he  had  done  her, 
and  that  fhe  fhould  never  be  perfectly  eaiy  in  her  own 
niinJ,  until  flie  found  fome  opportunity  of  manifeiling 
the  fenfe  Ihe  had  cf  the  obiis;ation.  <  I  do  net  pretend,* 
laid  file,  *  to  rewai-d  Mr.  Pipes  5  but  I  fliall  be  abfo- 
Jutely  unhappy,  unlefs  I  am  allowed  to  give  him  fome 
token  of  my  regard.' 

Peregrine,  thus  earneftly  folicited,  deured,  that  fince 
.flie  v/as  bent  upon  diiplaying  her  generofitv,  fne  would 
i.'Ot  betlov/  upou  him  anv  pecuniaiy  gratificaticn,  bus 
f  z  hciiouf 
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honour  Iiim  with  feme  trinket:,  as  a  mark  of  confidera- 
tion ;  becaiife  he  himlllf  had  liich  a  particular  vakie  for 
the  fellow,  on  account  of  his  attachment  and  fidelity, 
that  he  ilioidd  be  ferry  to  fee  him  treated  on  the  footing 
of  a  common  mercenary  domeftick. 

There  was  not  one  jewel  in  the  poftlflion  of  this 
grateful  young  lady,  thatflie  v/ould  not  have  gladly  gi- 
ven as  a  recompence,  or  badge  of  diftin^^ion  to  her  ref- 
cuer ;  but  his  mailer  pitched  upon  a  feal  rmgof  no.  great 
value  that  hung  at  her  watch,  and  Pipes  being  called 
In,  had  permifilon  to  accept  that  teftimony  of  IVIifs  So- 
phy's favour.  Tom  received  it  accordingly  with  fun- 
dry  fcrapes,  and  having  killed  it  with  great  devotion, 
put  it  on  his  little  finger,  and  ftratted  off,  extremely 
proud  of  his  acquifition. 

Emilia,  with  a  moil  enchanting  fweetnefs  of  afpect, 
told  her  lover,  that  he  had  inii:ru6led  her  how  to  behave 
towards  him  5  and  taking  a  diamond  ring  from  her 
finger,  defired  he  would  wear  it  for  her  fake.  He  re- 
ceived the  pledge  as  became  him,  and  prefented  another 
in  exchange,  which  fne  at  firft  refufed,  alledging  that  it 
would  deftroy  the  intent  of  her  acknowledgment ;  but 
Peregrine  aflured  her,  he  had  accepted  her  jewel^  not 
as  a  proof  of  her  gratitude,  but  as  the  mark  of  her 
love  ;  and  that  If  flie  retlifed  a  mutual  taken,  he  fliould 
look  upon  himfelf  as  the  objeft  of  her  difdain.  Her  eyes 
kijidle'd,  and  her  cheeks  glowed  with  refentment  at  this 
Impudent  intimation,  which  flie  confidered  as  an  \mfea- 
fonable  infult ;  and  the  young  gentleman  perceiving  her 
emotion,  itood  correfted  for  his  temerity,  and  alked 
pardon  for  the  liberty  of  his  remonffrance,  wlilch  he 
hoped  ftie  would  afcribe  to  the  prevalence  of  that  prin^- 
ciple  aloue  which  he  had  always  taken  pride  In  avowing. 
Sophy  feeing  him  difconcerted,  interpofed  in  his  be- 
half, and  chid  her  coufm  for  having  praclifed  fuch  un- 
necelTary  affeftation  j  upon  which  Emilia,  foftened  into 
compliance,  held  out  her  finger  as  a  fignal  of  her  conde- 
icenfion.  Peregrine  put  on  the  ring  with  great  eager- 
nefs,  mumbled  her  foft  wliite  hand  in  an  extafy  which 

would 
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\vo\ilJ  not  allow  him  to  confine  his  embraces  to  that 
limb,  but  urged  him  to  fei^e  her  by  the  waill,  an4 
ihatch  a  delicious  kil's  tromher  IcA'cly  pouting  lips  ;  nor 
would  he  leave  her  a  butt  to  the  ridicule  of  Sophy,  on 
whole  mouth  he  inftantly  committed  a  rape  of  the  fame 
nature  ;  {o  that  the  two  friends,  countenanced  by  each 
other,  repreiicuded  him  with  fuch  gejitlenefs  of  rebuke, 
that  he  was  almclt  tempted  to  repeat  the  offence. 

The  morning  being  now  lighted  \ip,  and  the  fervants 
pf  the  inn  on  foot,  he  ordered  ibme  chocolate  fcr  break- 
fail:,  and  at  the  deure  of  the  ladies,  fent  Pipes  to  fee  the 
horfes  fed,  and  the  caai-iot  prepared,  while  he  went  to 
the  bar,  and  difcharged  the  bill. 

Thefe  mealures  being  taken,  they  fet  cut  about  five 
o'clock,  and  having  refrtihed  themfclvcs  a^nd  their  cattle 
at  anotlier  irm  on  the  road,  proceeded  in  the  afternoon. 
Without  meeting  with  any  other  accident,  they  fafely 
arrived  at  the  place  of  their  deftin-tion ;  v/here  Mrs. 
Gauntlet  exprelfed  her  joy  at  feeing  her  old  friend  Mr. 
Pickle,  whom,  hcv>'cver,  fhe  kindly  reproached  for  the 
long  difcontinuance  of  his  regard .  Without  e;xplaining 
the  caufe  of  that  inteiTUption.,  he  proteitcd  that  his  love 
and"  efteem  had  never  been  difcontinued,  and  that  for 
the  future  he  fhould  cm. it  no  occafton  of  teitifying  how 
much  he  had  her  friendfnip  at  heart.  She  then  made 
him  acquainted  vv'ith  her  ion,  who  at  that  time  was  in 
the  houf.^,  being  excufed  from  his  duty  by  furlough. 

This  young  m.an,  whole  name  was  Godfrey,  was 
about  the  age  of  twenty,  of  a  mdddling  fize,  vigorous 
make,  remarkably  well  fhaped,  and  the  Icars  of  the 
fmall-pox,  of  v^hich  he  bore  a  good  number,  added  a 
peculiar  mardinefi;  to  the  air  of  his  countenance.  His 
capacity  was  good,  and  his  difpofiticn  naturally  frank 
and  eafy ;  but  he  had  been  a  foldier  from  his  infancy, 
and  his  education  was  altogether  in  the  military  ftyle. 
He  looked  upon  tafte  aiid  letters  as  m.ere  pedantj  y,  be- 
neath die  conlideration  of  a  gentleman,  and  every  civil 
ftation  of  life  as  mean,  when  com.pared  with  the  protef- 
fion  of  anns.  Hs  had  miade  great  progrcfs  in  the  gym- 
p  3  naftick 
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naivick  fciences  of  dancing,  fencing,  and  riding ;  play- 
ed pcrieftly  well  on  the  German  flute;  and,  above  all 
things,  valued  himfelf  upon  a  fcrupulous  obfeiTance  of 
all  the  points  of  honour. 

Had  Peregrine  and  he  confidered  themfeives  upon 
equal  footing,  in  ail  probability  they  would  have  imme- 
diately entered  into  a  league  of  intimacy  and  friend- 
fliip;  bu!:  this  lufficient  foldier  looked  upon  his  filter's 
admirer  as  a  young  ftudcnt  raw  from  the  univerfity,  and 
utterly  ignorant  of  mankind;  while  Squire  Pickle  be- 
held Godfrey  in  the  light  of  a  needy  vokmteer,  greatly 
inferior  to  himfelf  in  fortune,  as  well  as  eveiy  other 
accomplifliment.  This  mutual  mifimderftanding  could 
not  fail  of  producnig  anlmofities.  The  veiy  next  day 
after  Peregrine's  arrival,  fome  fharp  repartees  pafTed 
between  them  in  prefence  of  the  ladies,  before  whom 
each  endeavoured  to  afilrt  his  own  iiiperiority.  In  thefe 
contefts,  our  hero  never  failed  of  obtaining  the  viftoiy, 
hecaufe  his  genius  was  moTe  acute,  and  his  talents  bet- 
ter cultivated  than  thofeof  his  antagonift,  who  therefore 
took  umbrage  at  his  fuccefs,  becam.e  jealous  of  his  re- 
putation, and  bc'gan  to  treat  him  with  marks  of  fcorn 
and  difrefpecl. 

His  fifter  law,  and  dreading  the  confequence  of  his 
ferocity,  not  only  took  him  to  talk  in  private  for  his 
impolite  behavioi;r,  but  alfo  intreated  her  lover  to 
make  allowances  for  the  roughnefs  of  her  brother's  edu- 
cation. He  kindly  affured  her,  that  v/natever  pains  it 
might  coft  him  to  vanquiili  his  own  iuipetuous  temper, 
he  would  for  her  fake  endure  all  the  mortifications  to 
which dier  brother's  arrogance  might  expofe  him  ;  and 
after  having  ftayed  with  her  two  days,  and  enjoyed  le- 
veral  private  interviews,  during  v/hich  he  a6ted  the  part 
of  a  mofl  paiTionate  lover,  he  took  his  leave  of  Mrs. 
Gauntlet  over  night,  and  told  the  young  ladies  he 
would  call  early  next  m.orning  to  bid  them  farewel.  He 
did  not  negle<5l  this  piece  of  duty,  and  found  the  two 
friends  at  breakfaif  already  prepared  in  the  parloiu*. 
All  three  being  extremely  aftVded  with  tlic  thoughts  of 

parting, 
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parting,  a  moil  pathetick  i'lknce  for  forne  time  pre- 
vailed, till  Peregrine  put  an  end  to  it,  bv  lamenting  his 
fate,  in  being  obliged  to  exile  hirafelf  fo  long  from  the 
dear  objeft  of  his  moil  intercfting  wifh.  Hr  begged 
with  the  moft  eanieft  fupplications,  that  fhe  would  now, 
in  confideration  of  the  Aaiel  abfence  he  rauft  fuffer, 
give  him  the  confolation  v/hich  fhe  had  hitherto  jv- 
fnfed  ;  namely,  that  of  knowing  he  poiTefied  a  place 
within  her  heart.  The  confidante  feconded  lils  requelt, 
rep  re  renting  that  it  was  novv  no  time  to  dilgniie  lier 
fentiments,  when  lier  lover  was  about  to  leave  the  king- 
dom, and  might  be  in  danger  of  ccnti*acling  other  con- 
neiSlions,  milefs  he  was  confinned  in  his  conftancy,  by 
knowing  how  tar  he  could  depend  upon  lier  love  5  and, 
in  fiioit,  file  was  plied  with  fuch  irrefiftible  importuni- 
ties, tliatflie  anfwered  in  the  utmcit  confuiion,  'Though 
I  have  avoided  literal  acknowledgm.ents,  m.^thinks  the 
circumitances  of  my  behaviour  might  have  convinced 
Mr.  Pickle,  that  I  do  not  regard  him  as  a  common  ac- 
quaintance.'.— *  My  charming  Emily  '.'  cried  th,e  impa- 
tient lover,  throwing  himfelf  at  her  feet,  '  why  will 
vou  deal  out  my  happineis  in  fuch  fcana-  portions  ? 
Why  will  vou  thus  mince  the  declaration  v>-hich  would 
cvei-whelm  me  with  pleauire,  and  cb.ear  my  lonely  re- 
fiectioii,  while  I  ligh  amid  the  iblitude  of  lepar.ition  ?' 
His  fair  m.iftrefs,  melted  by  this  im.age,  replied,  with 
tl"e  tears  g-ufhing  fi-om  her  eyes,  *  I'm  afraid  I  fhall  leel 
that  fepar^ction  more  fevi:rely  than  you  imagine.'  Ti"an- 
fported  at  th'rs  flattering  confefllon,  hepredcd  her  to  his 
breaft,  and  while  her  head  reclined  upon  his  neck,  miri- 
gled  lus  teai's  with  hcr's  in  great  abundance,  breathing 
the  moil  tender  vov/s  of  eternal  fidelity.  The  gentie 
heart  of  Sopliy  could  not  bear  this  fcene  immcved ;  fire 
v/ept  v/Lth  fy-mpathy,  and  encouraged  the  lovers  to  rt- 
ilgn  themfelves  to  the  will  of  fate,  and  fiipport  their  fpi- 
rits  v.'ith  the  hope  of  meeting  agrin  on  happier  teiTiis, 
Finally,  after  mutual  promifcs,  exhprtations  and  en- 
dearments. Peregrine  took  his  leave,  his  heart  being  lo 
full  tliat  he  could  fcarce  pronounce  the  word,  Adieu  ? 
^  and 
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and  mounting  his  librfe  at  the  door,  let  out  with  PIpci 
for  the  garrlion. 

CHAP.  XXVIIT. 
Peregrine  is  O'verlaken  by  Mr.  Gaunllet,  'ivith  ^Mhom  he 
fights  a  Duel,  and  contrails  an  intimate  friendfiAp. 
He  arri-'ves  at  the  Garrifon^  and  finds  his  Mother  as 
implacable  as  e^oer.  He  is  infuLted  by  his  Brother 
Gam,  --vhofe  Preceptor  he  difciplines  n.vith  a  Horjl- 

rivhip. 

IN  order  to  expel  the  melancholy  images  that  took  pol- 
-*-  feilion  of  his  fancy,  at  parting  from  his  miftrefs,  he 
called  in  the  flattering  ideas  of  thofe  pleafures  he  ex- 
pefted  to  enjoy  in  France :  and  before  he  had  rode  ten 
miles,  his  imagination  was  efF^clualiy  amufed. 

V/hilehe  thus  profeciittd  his  travels  by  anticipation, 
and  indulged  himielf  in  all  the  infolence  of  hope,  at  the 
turning  of  a  lane  he  was  of  a  fudden  cvei  t  iken  by  Emi- 
lia's brother  on  horfeback,  who  told  him  he  was  riding 
the  fame  way,  and  fliould  be  glad  of  his  company. 

This  young  gcntlemim,  whethw  prompted  by  perfo- 
nal  pique,  or  actuated  with  zeal  for  the  honour  of  his 
family,  had  followed  our  hero,  with  a  view  of  obliging 
him  to  explain  the  nature  of  his  attachmient  to  his  fif- 
ter.  Peregrine  returned  his  compliment  with  fuch  dif- 
dainfid  civility,  as  gave  him  room  to  believe  that  lie 
fufpe6led  his  errand ;  and  therefore,  without  farther 
preamble,  he  declared  his  bulinefs  in  thele  words : 
*  Mr.  Pickle,  you  have  carried  on  a  corrcfpondence 
v/ith  m^y  filler  for  fome  time,  and  I  fhould  be  glad  to 
know  the  nature  of  it.'  To  this  queflion  our  lover  re- 
plied, '  Sir,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  what  title  you 
nv/e  to  demiand  th-it  fatisfaftion  P' — *  Sir,'  anfwertd 
the  ether,  *  I  demand  it  in  the  capacity  of  a  brother, 
jealous  of  his  own  honour,  as  well  as  of  his  fifter's  re- 
pxitation ;  and  if  your  intentions  are  honourable,  you 
will  not  refufe  it.' — «  Sir,*  faid  Firrcgrine,  I  am  not  at 
prefent  difpofed  to  appeal  to  your  opinion  for  the  re6li- 
tudeofmy  intentions;  and  I  think  you  aflum»e  a  little 
too  much  importance,  in  pretending  to  judge  my  con- 
duct.' 
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J\ia.^— «  S'li-;^  replied  the  fc^iRer,  <  I  pretend  to  judge 
the  conduct  of  every  m^n  who  interferes  with  my  con- 
cerns,^ and  even  to  chaftife  hin-j,  if  I  think  he  afts 
amifs.' — «  Chaftife'/  cried  the  youth,  wl:h  indignation 
in  his  looks ;  «  fure  you  dare  not  apply  that  term  ^o 
me  r—'  You  are  millaken,'  Ikid  Godfrey,  '  I  dare  do 
any  thing  that  becomes  the  charafter  of 'a  gentleman.' 
— ^  Gentleman,  God  v.-otT  replied  the  other,  looking 
contemptuomly  at  his  equipage,  which  was  none  of  the 
moft  luperb;  «  a  ven.- pretty  gentleman,  tiiily!'  The 
loldier's  vv-rath  was  inflamed  by  this  ironical  repetition, 
the  contempt  of  which  his  confcioiis  poveitv  made  him 
feel  i  and  he  called  his  antagomil  prefumptuous  bov, 
inlolent  upftart,  with  other  epithets,  which  'Pin■^^  re- 
torted With  great  bitteraefs.  A  fonnal  challeno-e''hav. 
ing  pafled  between  them,  they  alighted  at  the  firft  inn, 
and  walked  into  the  next  field,  in  order  to  decide  tiielr 
quarrel  by  the  fword.  Having  pitched  upon  the  fpot, 
helped  to  pull  otFeach  other's  boots,  and  laid  ande  tlieir 
coats  and  waiftcoats,  Mr.  Gauntlet  told  his  opponent, 
that  he  himfelf  was  looked  upon  in  the  aiTnv  as  an  ex- 
pert fvvrordfman,  and  that  If  Mv.  Pickle  had  not  made 
that  fcience  his  particular  ftudv,  thev  fhould  be  upon  a 
more  equal  footing  in  ufmg  plilols.  '  Peregrine  was  too 
much  mcenlcd  to  thank  hhn  for  his  plain  dealing,  and 
too  confident  of  his  own  fkill  to  reliili  the  other  propo- 
lal,  which  he  accordingly  rejected  :  then  drawir^g  his 
Iword,  he  obfen-ed,  that  were  he  to  treat  Mr.  Gaimtlet 
according  to  his  deferts,  he  would  order  his  man  to  pu- 
nifh  his. audacity  vrith  a  horfe-whip.  Exafperatcd  at 
this  exprefllon,  which  he  confidered  as  an  indelible  af- 
front, he  made  no  reply,  but  attacked  his  adverfaiv  with 
equal  ferocity  and  addrefs.  The  youth  parried  his  firlt 
and  fecond  thruft,  but  received  the  third  in  the  outfide 
of  his  fword-ai-m.  Though  the  wound  was  fuperficial, 
he  was  tranlported  with  rage  at  the  fight  of  his  ouai 
blood,  and  returned  the  aflault  with  fuch  fury  and  pre- 
cipitation,-tliat  Gauntlet,  loth  to  take  advantage  of  ln<; 
unguarded  heat,   ftood  upon  the  delenfive.     In"^  the  fc- 
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cond  longe,  Peregrine's  weap'in  entering  a  kind  of  net- 
work in  the  (hdi  of  GodiTcy'siwoi-ci,  the  blade  Inapped 
in  two.  -md  Ui't  him  at  the  mercy  of  the  foidier  j  who, 
far  h'om  makin?;  an  inlclent  ul'e  of  the  viftory  he  had 
£:ahicd,  put  up  his  Toledo  with  great  deliberation,  like 
a  man  who-  'liad  been  \.ikd  to.  tliat  kind  of  rencounters, 
obferving  that  iuch  a  blade  as  Peregrine's  v/as  not  to" 
be  trufted  with  a  man's  life :  then  adyifing  the  owiur  to 
treat  a  gentleman  in  diilrcfs  with  more  refpect  for  the 
future,  h.  flipped  on  his  boots,  and^v/ith  fuUen  aignity 
of  demeanour  llalked  back  to  the  inn. 

Though  Pickle  was  extremely  mortified  at  his  mif- 
carriage  in  this  adventiire,  he  was  alfo  ftruck  with  the 
behaviour  of  his  aniagonift  ;  which  afrefted  him  the 
more,  as  he  underftood  that  Godfrey's  f.erte  had  pro- 
ceeded from  the  jealous  fenfibility  of  a  gentleman  de- 
clined into  the  vale  of  misfortune.  Gauntlet's  valoiir 
and  moderation  induced  him  to  p\it  a  favourable  con- 
ftruction  on  all  thofe  circumftances  of  that  young  foi- 
dler's  con':>u6c,  which  before  had  given  him  dilguft. 
Though  in  any  other  cafe  he  would  have  indultrioufly 
avoide  1  t'-'j  f.^- If- appearance  of  HibrnifHon,  he  followed 
his  conqueror  "lo  the  inn,  with  a  view  of  thanking  him 
for  his  geneiwus  forbearance,  and  of  fpliciting  his 
friendflfip  and  correl'pcnclence. 

Godfrey  had  his  foot  jn  the  ftirrup  to  mount,  when 
Peregrine  coming  up  to  him.,  defired  he  v/ould  defer  his 
departure  for  a  quarter  of  an  hoixr,  and  favour  him  with 
a  little  private  converfation.  The  foidier,  who  raiftook 
the  meaning  of  the  requelf,  immi'ediately  quitted  his 
horfe,  and  followed  Pickle  into  a  chamber,  v^here  he 
txpedled  to  find  a  brace  of  phtols  loaded  on  the  table  ; 
but  he  was  veiy  agreeably  deceived,  when  our  hero,  in 
the  mioft  refpeciful  tenns,  acknowdedged  his  noble  de- 
portment in  the  field,  owned  that  till  then  he  had  mif- 
iinderilood  his  chai-afler.  and  begged  that  he  would  ho- 
nour him  with  his  intimiacy  and  correfpondence. 

Gauntlet,  who  had  feen  undoubted  proofs  of  Pere= 
grine's  coin-age,   which  had  ccnfiderably  raifed  him.  in 
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tii?  efteem,  and  had  lenfe  enough  to  perceive  that  this 
conceliion  was  not  owing  to  any  fordid  or  iinilti;r  mo- 
tive,  embraced  his  oitbr  with  demonlLrations  of  infinite 
fatisfaction.  When  he  liiideritood  tlie  temis  en  which 
Mr.  Fickle  was  with  his  fiittrr,  he  proffered  his  ftn^ice 
in  his  turn,  either  as  an  agent,  mediator,  or  confidante  : 
nay,  to  give  this  new  friend  a  convincing  proof  of  his 
fmcerirj^,  he  difclofed  to  him  a  pallicn  which  he  had  for 
fome  t'ine  entertained  for  his  ccuhn,  IVIii's  Sophy, 
though  he  durft  not  reveal  his  fentiments  to  her  father, 
left  he  fnould  be  offended  at  his  preilr.nption,  and  with- 
draw his  protection  from  the  family. 

Peregi'Ine's  geneious  heart  was  -\^Tung  with  anguiili, 
when  he  underitcod  that  tliis  ycinig  gentleman,  who 
was  the  only  fon  of  a  diitinguillied  officer,  had  cairicd 
amis  for  the  fpace  of  five  years,  without  being  able  to 
obtain  al'ubaltem's  commifiion,  though  he  had  always 
behaved  with  remarkable  regularitv  and  fpirit,  and  ac- 
quired the  frien.liliip  and  efteem  of  ail  the  officers  v.ndei: 
Vv'hom  he  had  feived. 

He  would,  at  that  time,  witli  the  utmcft  pleafure, 
have  ihared  his  finances  with  him  5  but  as  he  would  not 
nm  the  rifle  of  offending  the  young  foldier's  delicacy  cf 
honour,  by  a  premature  exertion  or  his  liberality',  he  re- 
folved  to  infmuate  himfelf  hito  an  intimacy  with  him, 
before  he  would  ventm-e  to  take  fuch  Ireedoiris  5  and 
with  that  view  prefTed  Mr.  Gaimtlet  to  accompany  him 
to  the  gandfon,  where  he  did  not  doubt  of  having  in- 
fi^ience  enough  to  make  him  a  welcom^e  gueft.  God- 
frev  thanked  hun  very  courteouflv  for  his  invitation, 
which  he  faid  he  could  not  immediately  accept,  but  pro- 
niiied  if  he  would  favour  him  with  a  letter,  and  fix  the 
time  at  which  he  prcpoied  to  fet  o^^t  for  France,  he 
would  endeavour  to  viiit  him  at  the  commodore's  habi- 
tation, and  from  thence  give  him  a  convoy  to  Dover. 
This  new  ti-eaty  being  fettled,  and  a  doful  of  lint,  with 
a  fnip  of  plainer,  applied  to  our  adventurer's  wound,  he 
parted  from  the  brother  of  his  dear  Emilia,  to  whom, 
and  his  fidend  Sophy,  he  feat  his  kindefl  wiflies ;  and 
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having  lodged  one  night  upon  the  road,  arrived  n<iy.?. 
day  in  the  afternoon  at  the  ganifon,  where  he  found 
all  his  friends  in  gccd  health,  and  overjoyed  at  his  re- 
turn. 

The  commodore,  who  was  by  this  time  turned  of 
ftventy,  and  altogether  crippled  by  the  gout,  feldom  went 
abroad  j  and  as  his  converfation  was  not  very  enter- 
taining, had  but  little  company  within  doors  j  fo  that 
his  fpirits  muft  have  quite  ftagnated,  had  they  not  been- 
kept  in  motion  by  the  converfation  of  Hatchway,  and 
received  at  different  tlmies  a  wholeibme  hllip  from  the 
difcipline  of  his  fpoiili;',  who,  by  the  force  of  pride, 
religion,  and  Conlac,  had  erecled  a^  moft  terrible  ty- 
ranny in  the  houfe.  There  was  fuch  a  quick  circu- 
lation of  doraefticks  in  the  family,  that  eveiy  fuit  of 
livery  had  been  worn  by  figures  of  all  dimenf  ons : 
Tnumion  hiinlelf  had  long  before  this  time  yielded  to 
the  torrent  of  her  arbltraiy  fv/ayj  though  not  without 
divers  obiHnate  efforts  to  maintain  liis  liberty  j  and 
now,  that  he  was  difabled  by  his  infirmities,  when 
he  ufed  to  hear  his  emprefs  fmging  the  loud  Orthyan 
fong  among  the  lervants  below,  he  would  often  in 
whifpers  commusiicate  to  the  lieutenant  hints  of  what 
he  would  do,  if  lb  be  as  how  he  was  not  deprived  of  the 
ufe  of  his  precious  limbs.  Hatchway  v/as  tlie  only 
perfbn  whom  the  temper  of  Tvlrs.  Trunnion  refpefted, 
either  becaufe  flie  dreaded  his  ridicule,  or  looked  upon 
his  perfon  with  eyes  of  affection.  1'his  being  the  fitua- 
tion  of  things  in  the  garrifon,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted 
that  the  old  gentleman  highly  enjoyed  the  prefence  of 
Peregrine,  who  fovuid  means  to  ingratiate  hin-ifeif  fo 
effeftually  with  his  aunt,  that  while  he  remained  at 
home,  file  feemed  to  have  exchanged  the  dlfpofition  of 
a  tigrefs  for  that  of  a  gentle  kid  -.  but  he  found  his  own 
mother  as  implacable,  and  his  father  as  much  hen- 
pecked, as  ever. 

Gamaliel,  who  now  veiy  feldom  enjoyed  the  conver- 
fation of  his  old  friend  the  commodore,  had  fome  time 
ago  entered  into  an  amicable  fociety,  confiiting  of  ths 
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barber,  Jipothecary,  attorney,  and  exciieman  of  the  pa- 
rifii,  among  whom  he  uied  to  ipend  the  evening-  at 
Tunley"'s,  and  liiten  to  then'  diiputes  upon  philofophy 
and  politicks,  with  great  comfort  and  edification,  while 
his  fovereign  lady  domineered  at  home  as  ufual,  viiited 
with  great  pomp  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  employed 
her  chief  care  in  the  education  of  her  darling  fon  Gam, 
who  was  now  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  age,  and  ib  re- 
mai-kable  for  his  pen-erie  difpofition,  that  in  fpite  of  his 
mother's  influence  and  authority,  he  was  not  only  hat- 
ed, but  alfo  defpifed,  both  at  home  and  abi'oad.  She 
had  p\it  him  under  the  txiition  of  the  curate,  who  lived 
in  the  family,  and  was  obliged  to  attend  him  in  all  hii 
exercifes  and  excuriions.  This  governor  was  a  low- 
bred fellow,  who  had  neither  experience  nor  ingenuity, 
but  poffefled  a  large  fimd  of  adulation  and  fei-viie  coni- 
plaiiance,  by  which  he  had  gained  the  gocd  graces  of 
Mrs.  Pickle,  and  prefided  ever  all  her  deliberatior.s  iii 
the  fame  manner  as  his  luperior  managed  thofe  of  Mrs » 
Trunnion. 

He  had  one  da)-  rode  out  to  take  an  airing  with  his 
pupil,  who,  as  I  have  already  obfeiTed,  was  odious  to 
the  poor  people,  for  havmg  killed  their  dogs  and  broken 
their  incloilires,  and  on  account  of  his  hump,  dilfin- 
guiflied  by  the  title  of  wy  Lcrd  j  when  in  a  narrov>-  lane 
they  chanced  to  meet  Peregrine  on  horfeback. 

Tlie  young  fquire  no  fooner  perceived  his  elder  bro- 
ther, for  whom  he  had  been  initrufted  to  enteitatii  the 
molt  inveterate  grudge,  than  he  reiblved  to  infalt  him 
e/i  pajTu/jt,  and  aftually  rode  againft  him  full  gallop. 
Our  hero  guefiing  his  aim,  fixed  himfelf  in  his  if irrups, 
and  by  a  deterous  management  of  the  reins,  avoided  the 
iiiock  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  their  legs  only  flic^xld 
encounter,  by  which  means  my  lord  was  tilted  out  of 
hib  iaddle,  and  in  a  twinJcling  laid  ipra%vling  in  ths 
dirt.  The  governor,  en-raged  at  the  difgrace  of  his 
charge,  advanced  with  great  infolence  and  fur)-,  and 
Uruck  at  Peregrine  with  his  whip.  Nothing  could  be 
2nore  agreeabk  to  our  yQ'ang  gentlsman  than  thi-j  af- 

Vol,  I,  Q^  i"a\il:, 


35i  PEREGraNE    PICKLE. 

fault,  which  furnhlied  him  with  an  opportunity  of  chaf- 
tiling  an  officious  wretch,  whoft  petulance  and  malice 
he  had  longed  to  punifn-.  He  therefore,  fpurring  up 
his  horie  towards  his  antagonifl,  overthrew  him  in  the 
middle  of  a  hedge.  Before  he  had  time  to  recoiled  him- 
felf  from  the  confufion  of  the  fall,  Pickle  alighted  in  a 
trice,  and  exercifed  his  horfe-whip  with  fuch  agility 
about  the  curate's  face  and  ears,  that  he  was  fa?n  to 
prollrate  himfelf  before  his  enraged  conqueror,  and  im- 
plore his  forbearance  in  the  moft  abje6l  terms.  While 
Peregrine  was  thus  employed,  his  brother  Gam  had 
made  fliift  to  rife  and  attack  him  in  the  rear ;  for  which 
realon,  when  the  tutor  was  quelled,  the  viftor  faced 
about,  fnatched  the  weapon  out  of  his  hand,  and  havino- 
broken  it  to  pieces,  remounted  his  horfe,  and  rode  of^ 
without  deigning  to  honour  him  with  any  other  notice. 
^  The  condition  in  which  they  returned  produced  infi- 
nite clamour  againft  the  conqueror,  who  was  reprefent- 
ed  as  a  ruffian  who  had  lain  in  ambufli  to  make  away 
with  his  brother,  in  whole  defence  the  curate  was  faid 
to  have  received  thofe  cruel  llripes,  that  hindered  him 
from  appearing  for  three  whole  vv^eeks  in  the  p.-rform- 
ance  ot  his  duty  at  church. 

Complaints  were  made  to  the  commodore,  who  hav- 
ing Inquired  into  the  circumftances  of  the  affair,  ap- 
proved of  what  his  nephew  had  done  5  adding,  with 
many  oaths,  tliat,  provided  Peregrir.e  had  been  out  of 
the  fcrape,  lie  wiihed  Crook-back  had  broke  his  neck  in 
the  fall. 

C  H  A  P.    XXIX. 
Be  projeas  a  Planof  Re^'enge,%v!ncb  is  executed  agcbijl 

the  Curate, 
QUR  here,  exafperated  at  the  vlHalny  of  the  curate, 
in  tlie  treacherous  milreprefcntation  he  had  made 
Ox  this  rencounter,  determined  to  pra61ife  upon  him  a 
method  of  revenge,  vrhich  fliould  be  not  only  effecHiual, 
but  alfb  unattended  with  any  bad  confequence  to  him- 
lelf.  For  this  purpofe  he  and  Hatchway,  to  whom  he 
ioipai-ted-  his  plan,  went  to  the  akhoufe  one  evenings 

and 
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and  called  for  an  empty  room,  knowing  there  vvas  no 
other  but  that  which  they  had  chofen  for  the  fcene  of 
aolion.  This  apartment  was  a  foit  of  a  parlour  that 
fronted  the  kitchen,  with  a  window  towards  the  vard : 
v.-hcre,  after  they  had  fat  foms  time,  the  lieutenant 
found  means  to  amuie  the  landlord  in  difcourfe,  while 
Peregrine,  ftepping  out  into  the  yard,  by  the  talent  of 
mimickn-,  which  he  poffefled  in  a  furprizing  degree, 
counterfeited  a  dialogue  between  the  curate  and  Tun- 
ley's  wife.  This  reaching  tiie  ears  of  the  publican, 
for  whofe  hearing  it  was  c?Jculated,  infiam ed  his  natu- 
rally jealous  dirpofitlon  to  fuch  a  degi-ee,  that  he  could 
nor  conceal  his  emotion,  but  made  an  hundred  efforts  to 
quit  the  room  ;  while  the  lieutenant,  fmoaking  his  pipe 
with  gi-eat  gravitv^,  as  if  he  neither  heard  what  paffed, 
nor  took  notice  of  the  landlord's  diforder,  detained  him 
on  the  fpot  by  a  fucceffion  of  queftions  which  lie  could 
not  refufe  to  anfwer :  tliough  he  ftood  fweating  v/ith 
agony  all  the  time,  ftretching  his  neck  eveiy  inllant 
towards  the  window  through  which  the  voices  were 
conveyed,  fcratching  his  head,  and  exhibiting  fundiy 
other  fymptoms  of  impatience  and  agitation.  At  length, 
the  luppofed  converfation  came  to  ilich  a  pitch  of  amo- 
rous complaifance,  that  the  hufoand,  quite  frantick  with 
his  imaginary  difgi^ace,  mflicd  out  at  the  doer,  ciying, 
*  Coming,  Sir!'  But  as  he  was  obliged  to  make  a  cir- 
cuit round  one  half  of  the  houfe.  Peregrine  had  got  in 
by  tlie  window,  before  Tunley  arrived  in  the  yard . 

According  to  the  feigned  intelligence  he  had  receiv- 
ed, he  ran  dire6liy  to  the  bam,  in  expe6lation  of  mak- 
ing fome  very  extraordinaiy  difcoverv ;  and  having  era- 
ployed  fome  minutes  in  rummaging  theftraw  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  returned  in  a  ftate  of  diftraftion  to  the  kitchen, 
juft  as  his  wife  chanced  to  enter  at  the  other  door.  The 
circumftance  of  her  appearance  coniirmed  him  in  the 
opinion  that  tne  deed  was  done.  As  the  difeafe  of  be- 
ing hen-pecked  was  epidemick  in  the  parifli,  he  durft 
net  exprefs  the  lealt  hint  of  his  unealinefs  to  her,  but 
rt'foived  fee  take  vengeance  on  the  libidinous  prieif, 
Qji  who^ 
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who,  he   Imagined,  had  conupted  the  chaillty  of  his 
ipoufe. 

The  two  confederates,  in  order  to  be  certified  that 
their  fcheme  had  taken  elfecl,  as  well  as  to  blow  up  the 
flame  which  they  had  kindled,  called  for  Tuniey,  in 
whole  countenance  they  could  eafdy  dilcem  his  confu- 
ilra.  Peregrine  defired  him  to  fit  down  and  drink  a 
g'-afs  with  them,  began  to  interrogate  him.  about  his  fa- 
mily, and  am.ong  other  things,  aiked  him  how  lone  he 
Iiad  been  ;narried  to  that  handfome  wife.  This  quef- 
tion,  which  was  put  with  an  arch  fignificance  of  look, 
alarmed  the  publican,  who  began  to  fear  that  Pickle 
had  overheard  h's  difiicnom- ;  and  this  fufpicion  was 
net  at  all  removed,  whtn  the  lieutenant,  with  a  fly  re- 
gard, pronounced,  «  Tiinley,  wan't  you  noofed  by  the 
curate  ?'~^  Yes,  I  was  P  replied  the  landlord,  with 
an  eagerners  and  perplexity  of  ^cne,  as  if  he  thought  tlie 
lieutenant  knew,  that  fkerebj  kung  a  tale  ;  and  Hatch- 
way fappoit.d  this  fufpicion,  by  anf^verirg,  «  Nay,  as 
for  that  matter,  the  curate  m.ay  be  a  very  fufficient 
man  In  his  v/ay.'  This  tranfition  from  his  wife  to  the 
ciuatcj  corivlnced  him  that  his  fname  v/as  known  to  his 
gutih  5  ar.d  in  the  tranfpoit  of  his  indignation,  he  pro- 
ncunced  with  gteat  emphahs,  '  A  fufficient  m'an  ! 
Odds  heait !  I  believe  they  are  all  wolves  in  fheep's 
cloathing..  I  wiih  to  God  I  could  fee  the  day,  malter, 
v.-hen  there  iliall  not  be  a  prieft,  an  excifemian,  or  a  cui* 
tcm-houfe  ofncer,  in  this  kingdom..  As  for  that  fcl, 
low  of  a  curate,  if  I  do  catch  liim — It  don't  fignify 
talking — But,  by  the  Lord !— Gentlemen,  my  fervice 
to  vou.' 

^  The  aiTociates  being  fatisfied  bythefe  abmpt  infmua- 
tions,  that  they  had  fo  fai'  fucceeded  in  their  aim,  wait- 
ed With  impatience  two  or  three  days  in  expeclation  of 
liearlng  that  Tunley  had  fallen  upon  fome  method  of. 
being  revenged  i<:,x  this  imaginaiy  Wrong  ;  but  finding 
that  either  his  invention  v\'as"tco  {hallow,  or  his  inclina- 
tion too  languid,  to  gratify,-  their  defire  of  his  o\vn  ac-^ 
Koxti  they  detennined  to  bring  the  affair  to  fuch.  a  ':ri^ 
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5«,  tliat  he  fliould  not  be  able  to  wiihftand  the  oppcr- 
timity  of  executing  his  vengeance.  With  this  view, 
they  one  evening  hired  a  boy  to  iTin  to  Mr.  Pickle's 
houie,  and  tell  the  curate,  that  Mrs.  Tunlcy  being  ta- 
ken fuddenly  ill,  her  hufband  deiired  he  would  come  im- 
mediately and  pray  with  her.  Meanwhile,  they  had 
taken  polTefTion  of  a  room  in  the  houfe  ;  arid  Hatchway 
engaging  the  landlord  in  converlation,  Peregrine,  in  his 
i-eturn  from  the  yard,  obfen/ed,  as  if  by  accident,  tha'. 
the  parfon  v/as  gone  into  the  kitchen,  m  order,  as  he 
fuppofed,  to  catechize  Tnnlev's  v.-ife. 

The  publican  ilarted  at  this  intelligence,  and  under 
pretence  of  ferving  another  company  in  the  next  room, 
went  out  to  the  barn,  where  anning  himfelf  with  a  flail, 
lie  repaired  to  a  lane  through  which  t!ie  curate  was  un- 
der a  necelTity  of  pafiing  in  l\is  way  home.  There  he 
iay  in  ambufli,  with  fell  intent ;  and  wiien  the  fiippofed 
author  of  his  fname  arrived,  greeted  him  in  the  dark 
with  fuch  a  falutation,  as  forced  him  to  ftac-cer  back- 
ward three  paces  at  leaft.  Jr"  the  fecond  application  had 
taken  effe6l,  in  all  probability  that  Ipot  would  have 
been  the  bo^andaiy  of  the  parfon'' s  mortal  peregrina- 
tion ;  but,  luckily  for  him,  his  antagonilt  was  not  ex- 
pert in  the  management  cf  his  weapon,  Vv-hich  by  a  twilt 
of  the  thong  that  connefted  the  legs,  inftead  of  pitching 
upon  the  head  of  the  aftonifhed  curate,  defcended  in  an 
oblique  direftion  on  his  own  pate,  wli:h  ilich  a  iwing, 
thnt  the  Ikull  aftualiy  i-un2:  like  an  apcthecai*^/'s  moitai', 
and  ten  thoufaiid  lights  feemed  to  dance  before  his  eyes. 
The  curate  recollefting  himlelf  during  the  refpite  he- ob- 
tained from  this  accident,  and  believing  his  aggrefforto 
be  ibme  thief  who  lurked  in  that  place  for  prey,  re.blved 
to  make  a  running  fight,  until  he  fliould  anive  withm 
cr,-  of  his  habitation.  With  this  defign  he  ralfed  up  his 
cudgel  for  the  defence  of  his  head,  and  oetaking  himfel£ 
to  his  heels,  began  to  rear  for  help  with  the  lung->  of  a 
Stentor.  Tunley  throwing  away  the  flail,  v/hich  he 
durft  no  longer  truft  with  the  ex.;cution  of  his  revenge, 
purilied  the  fugitive  with  all  the  fpesd  he  could  exat  5 
0^3  ai-^ 
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and  the  other,  either  unnei-v^ed  by  fear,  or  ftumHIno- 
over  a  ftone,  was  overtaken  before  he  had  mn  an  hxm^. 
dred  paces.  He  no  fooner  felt  the  wind  of  the  publi- 
can's fift  that  whiftled  round  his  ears,  than  he  fell  flat 
upon  the  earth  at  full  length,  and  the  cudgel  flev/  from 
his  unclaiping  hand ;  when  Tunley,  fpringing  like  a 
tiger  upon  his  back,  rained  fuch  afhowcr  of  blov/s  upon 
his  carcafc,  that  he  imagined  himfelf  under  the  difci- 
pline  of  ten  pair  of  fifts  at  kail: ;  yet  the  Imaginary 
cuckold,  not  fatisfied  with  annoying  the  priell  in  this 
iv.anner,  laid  hold  on  one  of  his  ears  with  his  teeth,  and 
bit  i'o  unmercifully,  that  the  curate  was  found  almoft  en- 
tranced with  pain  by  two  labourers,  at  whole  approach 
the  affailant  retreated  unperceived. 

Tile  lieutenant  had  pofted  himfelf  at  the  window,  in 
order  to  fee  ^  the  landlord  at  his  fxrft  return ;  and  no 
Jboner  percci\-ed  him  enter  the  yard,  than  he  called  him 
into  the  apartment,  impatient  to  learn  the  effects  of  their 
frratagein.  Tunley  ob'i}-ed  the  fummons,  and  appeared 
before  his  guefts  In  all  the  violence  of  rage,  diforder, 
arid  fatigue  5  his  noftrils  were  dilated  more  than  one- 
half  beyond  their  natural  capacity,  his  e)X5  rolled,  hh 
teeth  chattered,  hefnored  In  brea-ihlng  as  if  he  had  beca 
cppreffed  by  the  night-mare,  and  ftreams  of  iweat 
flowed  down  each  fide  of  his  forehead. 

Peregi-ine  affeaing  to  ftart  at  the  approach  of  fuch 
sn  uncouth  figure,  afked  if  he  had  been  wreftling  with 
a  fpirltj  upon  which  he  auAvered  with  great  vehe- 
mence, '  Spirit !  No,  no,  mafter,  I  have  had  a  roll  and 
tumble  with  the  flelh.— -A  dog  1  I'll  teach  him  to  come 
caterwauling  about  my  doors  T  Guemng  from  this  re- 
ply, that  his  aim  was  accompiiihed,  and  curious  to 
know  tile  particulars  of  the  rencorinter,  *  Well,  then, 
fald  the  youth,  *  I  hope  you  have  prevailed  againft  the 
fic/h,  Tunley  r' — ^  Yes,  yes,  aniwered  the  publican,  <  I 
have  cooled  his  capiffens,  as  the  faying  is  :  'l  have  play- 
ed fucJi  a  time  about  his  ears,  that  I'll  be  bound  he 
fiian't  long  for  munck  this  month,     A  goatifh,  ram^ 

faced 
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faced  rafcal !  Why,    he's  a  perfect  parifli  bull,  as  t 
hope  to  live.* 

Hatchway  obfei-vmg  that  he  feemcd  to  have  made  a 
Itout  battle,  defired  he  would  fit  down  and  recover 
wind  5  and  after  he  had  Iwallowed  a  brace  of  bumpers, 
his  vanity  prompted  him  to  expatiate  upon  his  cvv^n  ex- 
ploit in  fiich  a  manner,  that  the  confederates,  without 
feeniing  to  know  the  curate  was  his  antagonift,  became 
acquainted  with  eveiy  circuraftance  of  the  am.bufcade. 

Tuniey  had  fcarce  got  the  better  of  his  agitation, 
when  his  wife  entering  the  room,  told  them  by  wav  of 
news,  that  fome  waggifh  body  had  fent  Mr.'Sackbut 
the  curate  to  pray  with  her.  This  name  inflamed  the  * 
hufband's  choler  anew,  and  forgetting  all  his  complai- 
farice  for  his  fpoufe,  he  replied  with  a  rancorous  grin, 
<  Add  rabbit  him  !  I  doubt  not  but  you  found  his  ad- 
monitions deadly  comfortable  P  The  landlady  locking 
at  her  vafTal  with  a  fovereign  afpeft,  <  What  crotchets,' 
laid  flie,  '  have  you  got  in  your  fool's  head,  I  trow  ?  I 
knov/  no  bufmeis  you  have  to  fit  here  like  a  gentleman 
with  your  arms  a  kimbo,  wlien  there's  another  com.- 
pany  in  the  houfe  to  be  feived.'  The  fubmlfiive  huf- 
bandtook  the  hint,  and,  withoxit  farther  expoftulation, 
fneaked  out  of  the  room . 

Next  day  it  was  reported,  tlrat  iVIr.  Sackbut  had 
been  vv-ay-laid,  and  almoft  jjmrdered  by  robbers,  and 
an  advertlfement  was  pafted  upon  the  church-dcor,  of- 
fering a  reward  to  any  perfcn  that  fiiould  difcover  the 
ailaffm  5  but  he  reaped  no  fatisfactlon  from  this  expe- 
dient, and  was  confined  to  his  chamber  a  whole  fort- 
tiisfht  by  the  bi"uifes  he  had  received. 

""'     ^  CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XXX. 
Mf.  Sackbut  ami  his  Pupil  confpire  again f}  Peregrifig^ 

njjho  being  apprized  of  their  Defign  by  his  Sijier, 
\  takes  Meafures  for  coanter-xvorkiug  their  Scheme^ 
■    'vjhich   is   executed  by   Mijtake  upon  Mr.  Gauntlet, 

This  young  Soldier  meets  v:ith  a  cordial  Reception 

from  the  Commodore^  ivho  generoujly  decoys  him  into 

his  o-jon  Interefl, 
'KEN  he  confidered  the  cnxumftances  of  the  am- 
buicade,  he  could  not  perCup.de  hirp.fclf  that  he 
had  been  afiaiilted  by  a  common  tlii.f,  becaufe  it  was 
not  to  be  iuppofed  that  a  robber  would  have  amufed 
himfelf  in  pummelling  rather  than  in  rifling  his  prey; 
he  therefore  afcribed  his  mi'-forcnne  to  the  fecret  en- 
mity of  fonie  perfon  who  had  a  defign  upon  his  life ; 
and  upon  mature  deliberation,  fixed  his  fu4->icio'-^  v.pon 
Peregrine,  who  was  the  only  man  on  earth  fron;  whom 
he  thought  he  defei-\-ed  fuch  treatment.  K.  communi- 
cated his  conjefture  to  his  pupil,  who  readily  adopted 
his  opinion,  ad  advifed  him  frrenucufl'-  to  revenge  the 
wrong  by  a  like  contrivance,  v^^-iLhout  feeking  to  make 
a  narrower  inquir,',  left  his  enemy  fhould  be  thereby 
put  upon  his  guard. 

This  propofalbe'^ng  riliflied,  they  in  concert  refolved 
the  means  of  retorting  the  ambufn  with  interell,  and 
aftually  laid  fuch  a  villainous  plan  for  attr.cking  our 
hero  in  the  dark,  that,  had  it  been  execute:!  according 
to  their  intention,  the  young  gentleman''s  fcherne  of  tra- 
velling would  have  been  efFeftuaiiy  marre^^ .  But  their 
machinations  were  overheard  by  Mifs  Pick'e,  who  was 
pow  in  the  feventeenth  year  of  her  age,  and,  in  fpite  of 
the  prejudice  of  education,  entercained  in  fecret  a  moft 
fifterly  affection  for  her  brother  Periy,  though  ihe  had 
never  fpoke  to  him,  and  was  deterred  by  the  precepts, 
V'igilance,  ai:!d  m.enaces  of  her  motlier,  from  atcerapting 
any  means  of  meeting  him  in  private.  She  was  not, 
however,  infenfible  to  bis  praife,  VN'hich  was  loudly 
founded  forth  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  never  failed  of 

goin^ 
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^c'n\g  to  churcii,  and  every  other  place  where  fhe 
thought  flie  might  have  cpportunity  of  leeing  this  smi- 
able  brother.  V/ith  thele  fentiments'.it  cannot  be  l\ip- 
poicd  that  fhe  would  hear  the  confpiracy  without  emo- 
tion. She  was  fhccked  at  the  treacherous  barbarity  of 
Gam,  and  fhuddered  at  the  proipecl  of  the  clanger  to 
which  Peregrine  would  be  expofed  from  their  malice. 
She  duril  not  communicate  this  plot  to  her  mother,  be- 
caufe  file  was  afraid  that  lady's  imaccountable  averuon 
for  her  firfc-born  would  hinder  her  from  iuterpofing  in 
Lis  behalf,  and  confequently  render  her  a  fort  of  accom- 
plice in  the  guilt  of  his  aflaiilns.  She  therefore  refolved 
to  warn  Peregrine  of  the  confpiracy,  an  account  of 
which  fhe  tramraitted  to  him  in  an  affeftionate  letter, 
by  means  of  a  young  gentleman  in  that  neighbourhood, 
v/ho  made  his  addrefil-s  to  her  at  that  time,  and  v^•ho, 
at  her  requeil,  offered  his  fervice  to  cur  hero,  in  defeat- 
i:\2,the  projects  of  his  adverfaries. 

Peregrine  was  ftartled  when  he  read  the  particulars 
cf  their  fcheme ;  which  was  no  other  than  an  intention 
to  fally  upon  him  when  he  fhould  be  altogether  impro- 
vided  againft  fuch  an  attack,  cutoff  his  ears,  and  others 
wife  mutilate  him,  in  Rich  a  mar.ner  that  he  should 
have  no  caufe  to  be  vain  of  his  perfon  for  the  future. 

Incenfed  as  he  was  againft  the  brutal  difpcfiticn  of 
his  own  father'^  fon,  he  could  not  help  being  moved  at 
the  integrity  and  tcndernefs  of  his  fifter,  of  whof'e  incli^ 
rations  towards  him  he  had  been  hitherto  kept  In  igno- 
rance. He  thanked  the  gentlemian  for  his  honourable 
dealing,  and  expreffed  a  deilre  of  being  better  acquaint- 
ed with  his  virtues  ;  told  him,  that  nov/  he  was  cau.- 
tioned,  he  hoped  there  would  be  no  neceffity  for  giving 
him  any  farther  trouble,  and  wrote  by  him  a  letter  of- 
acknowledgment  to  his  fifler,  for  whomi  he  exprefledthe 
utmoil  love  and  regard,  beieeching  her  to  favour  hini 
with  an  interview  before  his  departure,  that  he  migf.t 
indulge  his  fraternal  fondnefs,  and  be  blejTed  with  the 
company  and  counttnancs  of  one  at  leaif  belonging  to 
mIs  owii  family, 

^avin* 
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Having  imparted  this  difcovery  to  his  friend  Hatch- 
way, they  came  to  a  refokition  of  coiuitemiinijig  the 
plan  of  their  enemies.  As  they  did  not  chufe  to  expofe 
tliemfelves  to  the  inhnuations  of  (lander,  which  would 
have  exerted  iti'elf  at  their  expencc,  had  they,  even  in 
defending  themJelves,  employed  any  hai-fli  means  of  re- 
taliation, they  invented  a  method  of  dilappolnting  and 
diigracing  their  foes,  and  immediately  fet  Pipes  at 
work  to  forward  the  preparations. 

M'lis  Pickle  having  defcribed  the  fpot  which  the  af- 
iaflins  had  pitched  upon  for  the  fcene  of  their  ven- 
geance ;  oiu"  triumvirate  intended  to  have  placed  a  cen- 
tinel  among  the  corn,  who  fhould  come  and  give  thern 
intelligence  v/hen  the  ambufcade  was  laid  j  and  in  con- 
fequence  of  that  infonnation,  they  would  fteai  foftly  to- 
wards the  place,  attended  by  three  or  four  of  the  do- 
mefticks,  and  draw  a  large  net  over  the  coi\fpirators, 
who  being  entangled  in  the  toil,  fliould  be  difanned  fet- 
tered, heartily  fcourged,  and  fufpended  between  two 
trees  in  the  fnare,  as  a  fpeiStacle  to  all  paflengers  that 
Ihould  chance  to  travel  that  way. 

The  plan  being  thus  digefted,  and  the  comimodore 
made  acquainted  with  the  whole  affair,  the  ipy  was  fent 
upon  duty,  and  every  body  within  doers  pi'epared  to  go 
forth  iipon  the  firft  notice.  One  whole  evening  did  they 
fpend  in  the  moft  irapatient  expeftation  :  but  on  the  fe- 
cond  the  fcout  crept  into  the  garriibn,  and  alTured  them, 
that  he  had  perceived  three  men  Ikulking  behind  the 
hedge,  on  the  road  that  led  to  the  publick  houfe  from 
wliich  Peregrine  and  the  lieutenant  ufed  eveiy  night  to 
retu!-n  about  that  hour.  Upon  this  intelligence,  the 
confederates  fet  out  immediately  with  all  their  imiple- 
ments.  Approaching  the  fcene  with  as  little  noife  as 
poffible,  they  heard  the  found  of  blows  ;  and  though 
the  night  was  dark,  perceived  a  fort  of  tumultuous  con- 
fli6l  on  the  very  fpot  which  the  conipirators  had  pofTef- 
fed.  Surprized  at  this  occurrence,  tlie  meaning  of 
which  he  could  not  comprehend.  Peregrine  ordered  his 
iuyrmidons  to  halt  and  reconnoitre  j  and  Immediately 
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Ills  ears  were  faluted  with  an  exclamation  of,  *  You 
ilian't  'fcape  me,  rafcal !'  The  voice  being  cuite  fa- 
miliar to  him,  he  all  at  once  divined  the  caufe  of  tliat 
confufion  vv'hich  they  had  obien'ed  j  and  running  np  to 
the  afliftance  of  the  exciaimer,  found  a  fellow  on  his 
knees,  begging  his  life  of  Mr.  Gauntlet,  who  flood 
over  him  with  a  naked  hanger  in  his  hand. 

Pickle  inftrditly  made  himfelf  known  to  his  friend  j 
who  told  him,  that  having  left  his  hone  at  Tunley's, 
he  \\3.s  in  his  way  to  the  garrifon  fet  upon  by  three  ruf- 
fians, one  of  whom,  being  the  very  individual  perfon 
now  in  his  power,  had  come  behind  him,  and  ftnick 
Vv'ith  a  bludgeon  at  his  head,  which,  hov/ever,  hemilfed, 
and  the  inftiimient  defcended  on  his  left  ihoulder  j  that 
upon  drav/ing  his  hanger,  and  laying  about  him  in  the 
dark,  the  other  two  fled,  leaving  their  companion, 
whom  he  had  difahled,  in  the  lurch. 

Peregrine  congratulated  him  upon  his  fafety,  and 
having  ordered  Pipes  to  fecure  the  prifoner,  conducted 
Air.  Gaunilet  to  the  garriicn,  where  he  met  with  a 
ver)'-  hearty  reception  from  the  commodore,  to  v»'hom 
he  was  introduced  as  his  nephew's  intimate  friend  5  not 
but  that,  in  all  likelihood,  he  would  have  abated  fcmie- 
what  of  his  hoipitalit}-,  had  he  known  that  he  was  the 
brother  of  Pcriy's  miftrefs  ;  but  her  nam.e  the  old  gen- 
tleman had  never  thought  of  aiking,  when  he  enquired 
into  the  particulars  of  his  godlbn's  am.our. 

The  captive  being  examined,  in  prefence  of  Trun- 
nion and  all  his  adherents,  touclung  the  ambuicade, 
owned,  that  being  in  the  fervice  of  Gam  Pickle,  he 
had  been  prevailed  upon  by  the  felicitations  of  his  ma- 
iler and  the  curate,  to  accompany  them  in  their  expe^ 
dition,  and  undertake  the  pai't  which  he  had  zRtd 
againil  the  ftranger,  whom  he  and  his  employers  mif- 
took  for  Peregrine.  In  confideration  of  this  frank  ac- 
knowledgmien",  and  a  fevei'e  wound  he  had  received  in 
his  right-aiTO,  thev  refolved  to  iniiift  no  other  punilli- 
ment  on  this  malefaftor,  than  to  detain  him  all  night 
m  th?  garrifon,  and  next  morning  carry  him  before  a 
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juflice  of  the  peace,  to  whom  he  repeated  all  that  h» 
had  laid  over-night,  and  with  his  own  hand  lubfcribed 
his  confefiion,  copies  of  which  were  handed>  about  the 
neighbourhood,  to  the  iinfpeakable  confufion  and  dif- 


ace  of  the  curate  and  his  promiiing  pupil. 


Meanwhile,  Trunnion  treated  the  young  ibldier  with 
uncommon  marks  of  reipe6l,  being  prepofllHed  in  his 
favour  by  this  adventure,  which  he  had  fo  gallanLi}'- 
atchieved,  as  v/ell  as  by  the  encomiums  that  Peregrine 
beftowed  upon  his  valour  and  generofity.  He  liked  his 
counten3.nce,  which  was  bold  and  hardy;  admired  his 
Herculean  limbs  ;  and  delighted  in  afking  queftions 
concerning  the  femce  he  had  feen. 

The  day  after  his  arrival,  while  the  converfatlon 
turned  on  this  lail  iubje6l,  the  commodore,  taking  the 
pipe  out  of  his  mouth,  '  I'll  tell  you  what,  brother,' 
laid  he,  ^  five  and  forty  years  ago,  when  I  was  third 
lieutenant  of  the  Warwick  m.an  of  war,  there  was  a 
very  ftout  young  fellow  on  board,  a  fubaltern  officer  of 
marines  ;  his  nam.e  was  not  unlike  yoiu"  own,  d'ye  feet 
bemg  Guntkt,  with  a  G.  I  remember  he  and  I  could 
not  abide  one  another  at  firft,  becaufe,  d'ye  fee,  I  was 
a  faiior  and  he  a  land -man,  till  we  fell  in  v/itli  a 
Frenchman,  whom  we  engaged  for  eight  giafles,  and  at 
ierigch  boarded  a.nd  took.  I  was  the  firil  man  that  flood 
on  the  enemy's  deck,  and  fnould  have  come  fcurvily 
ofr,  d'ye  fee,  if  Gimtlet  had  not  jumped  to  my  affift- 
ance ;  buf  we  icon  cleared  Pnip,  and  drove  them  to  ciofe 
quarters,  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  ftrike ;  and  from 
that  day  Guiitiet  and  I  were  fworn  brothers  as  long  as 
he  remained  on  board.  He  was  exchanged  into  a 
marching  regiment,  and  what  becaine  of  him  after- 
wards. Lord  in  heaven  knows  ;  but  this  I'll  fay  of  him, 
whether  he  be  dead  or  alive,  he  feared  no  man  that  ever 
wore  a  head,  and  v/as,  moreover,  a  verj-  hearty  melf- 
mate.' 

The  ftranger's  breaft  glowed  at  this  eulogium,  which 
was  no  fooner  pronounced,  than  he  eagerly  aiked,  ir 
the  French  ihip  was  not  thg  Diligenge;.  Th^  commo- 
dore 
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^ore  replied  with  a  flare,  the  veiy  fame,  my  lad.' — . 
*  Tjien,'  laid  Gaiintlet,  *  the  perfon  of  whom  you  are 
pleafed  to  make  fach  honourable  mention  was  ray  own 
father.' — '  The  devil  he  was  T  cried  Trunnion,  Hiat- 
ing  him  by  the  hand  ;  «  I  am  rejoiced  to  fee  a  fon  of 
Ned  Guntlet  in  my  houfe.' 

This  diicovery  introduced  a  thoufand  queftions,  ia 
the  CGurfe  of  which  the  old  gentler.ian  learned  the  iitu- 
ation  of  his  friend's  family  5  and  difcharged  innumera- 
ble execr-ations  upon  the  ingratitude  and  injuftice  of 
the  minillry,  which  had  failed  to  provide  for  the  fon 
of  fuch  a  brave  foldier.  Nor  was  his  friendfliip  con- 
fined to  fuch  iiieffeftual  expreffions  ;  h:^  that  fame  even- 
ing fignilied  to  Peregrine  a  defire  of  doing  fomething 
for  his  friend.  This  inclination  was  fo  much  praifed, 
encouraged,  and  promoted,  by  his  godfon,  and  even 
fuppoited  by  his  counfellor  Hatch\^'ay,  that  our  hero 
was  empowered  to  prefent  him  with  a  fani  of  money 
fufficient  to  purchafe  a  commiflion.. 

Thouglr  nothing  could  be  more  agreeable  to  Pickle 
than  this  peiTniiHon,  he  v/as  afraid  that  Godfrey's  fcru- 
pulous  difpofition  would  hinder  him  from  fubjecl-ing 
himielf  to  any  fuch  obligation;  and  therefore  propofed 
that  he  fhould  be  decoyed  into  his  own  intereft  by  a 
feigned  iloiy,  in  confcquence  of  which  he  would  be 
prevailed  upon  to  accept  of  the  money,  as  a  debt  which 
the  commodore  had  contra6led  of  his  father  at  fea, 
Trurinion  made  vv^ry  faces  at  this  expedient,  the  necef- 
fity  of  which  he  coidd  not  conceive,  without  calling  in 
queftion  the  comjr.on  fenfe  of  Gauntlet ;  as  he  took  it 
for  gi-anted,  that  fuch  offers  as  thefe  were  not  to  be  re- 
jected on  any  coiiilderaticn  whatever.  Befides,  he 
could  not  digeft  an  artihce,  by  which  he  himfelf  miift 
own  that  he  had  lived  fo  many  years,  without  mani- 
fefting  the  leaft  intention  of  doing  juftice  to  his  cre- 
ditor. All  thefe  objections,  however,  were  removed- 
by  the  zeal  and  rhetorick  of  Peregrine,  who  reprefent- 
ed  that  it  would  be  impofTible  to  befriend  him  on  any 
Other  terms;  that  his  filence  liithertg  would  be  im^ 
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puted  to  liis  want  oi'  information  touching  the  circum- 
ftances  and  condition  of  his  friend ;  and  that  his  re- 
meniberlng  and  iniilting  upon  difcharging  the  obliga- 
tion, after  fuch  an  interval  of  time,  when  the  whole  af- 
fair 'vvas  in  oblivion,  would  be  the  greateft  compliment 
lie  could  pay  to  his  ov/n  honour  and  integrity. 

Thxis  perfuaded,  he  took  an  opportunity  of  Gaunt- 
let's being  alone  with  him  to  broach  the  affair;  telling 
the  young  man,  that  his  father  had  advanced  a  limi  of 
money  for  him,  when  they  failed  together,  on  account 
of  the  mefs,  as  well  as  to  ftop  the  m.outh  of  a  claraoroTis 
creditor  at  Portfmouth ;  and  that  the  faid  fum,  with 
intereil,  amounted  to  about  four  hundred  pounds, 
which  he  would  now,  v/lth  great  thankfulnefs,  repay. 

Godirey  was  amazed  at  this  declaration  j  and  after 
a  confiderable  paufe  replied,  that  he  had  never  heard 
his  parents  mention  any  fuch  debt ;  that  no  memoran- 
dum or  voucher  of  it  was  found  among  his  father's  pa- 
per's ;  and  that,  in  all  probability,  it  mufc  have  been 
Jiicharged  long  ago,  akiiough  the  commodore,  in  fuch 
a  long  courfe  of  time  and  hurry  of  occupation,  m.ight 
have  forgot  the  repayment :  he  therefore  defired  to  be 
excufed  from  acceptnig  what  in  his  own  confcience  he 
believed  vv'as  not  his  due;  and  complimented  the  old 
gentleman  upon  his  being  fo  fcrupulouily  juil  and  ho- 
nourable. 

The  ibldier's  refufal,  which  was  matter  of  aftonifli- 
ment  to  Trunnion,  increaied  his  inclinaticn  to  affift 
him  ;  and,  on  pretence  of  acqviitting  his  ov/n  charac- 
ter, he  urged  his  beneficence  with  fuch  obilmacy,  that 
Gauntlet,  afraid  of  difobhging  him,  v/as  in  a  manner 
compelled  to  receive  a  draft  for  the  money,  for  which 
he  iubfcribed  an  ample  difcharge,  and  immediately 
trsiifrnitted  the  order  to  his  mother,  whom  at  the  fame 
time  he  informed  of  the  circumltances  by  which  they 
had  fo  unexpectedly  gained  this  accefiicn  of  fortune. 

Such  a  piece  of  news  could  not  fail  of  being  agree- 
able to  Mrs.  Gauntlet;  who,  by  the  firft  pelt,  wrote 
a  polite  letter  Qt'  ackjiowlsda^mcnt  tp  the  commodore, 

ar-cther 
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another  to  Iier  own  ion,  importing,  that  fhe  had  al- 
ready fcnt  the  draft  to  a  friend  in  London,  with  di- 
rections to  depoiit  it  in  the  hands  of  a  certain  banker, 
for  the  piu-chafe  of  the  firft  emigncy  to  be  ibid  ;  and 
fee  took  the  libcity  of  lending  a  third  to  Peregiine, 
couched  m  veiy  afteaionate  terms,  with,  a  kind^poft- 
fcripr,  figned  by  Mifs  Sophy  and  his  channing  Emily. 

This  affair  being  tranfaaed  to  the  fatisfaafon  of  all 
concerned,  preparations  were  fet  on  foot  for  the  depar- 
ture of  our  hero,  on  whom  his  nncie  fettled  an  annuity 
of  eight  hundred  poimds,  being  little  leis  than  one  half 
of  his  whole  income.  By  this  "time  indeed  the  old  gen- 
tleman could  eafily  afford  to  alienate  fuch  a  part  of  his 
fortune,  becaufe  he  entertained  little  or  no  company, 
kept  few  iVivants,  was  remarkably  plain  and  fpj.gal'in 
his  hcufe-keeping.  Mrs.  Tmnnion  being  now  fome 
years  on  the  wrong  fide  of  nfty,  her  infirmities  began 
to  increafe  5^  and  though  her  pride  had  futfered  no  ^di- 
minution, her  vanity  was  altogether  fubdued  by  her 
avarice. 

A  Swifs  valet  de  chambre,  v/ho  had  already  made 
the  tour  of  Europe,  was  hired  for  the  care  of  Pere- 
grine's o-Mi  perfon;  Pipes,  being  ignrrant  of  the 
ire-nch  language,  as  well  as  othenvife  unfit  for  tiie  of- 
fice <)t  a  failiionablc  attendant,  it  was  relolved  that  he 
Ihould  remain  in  ganifon j  and  his  place  was  imme- 
diately iupplied  by  a  parifian  lacquey,  engaged  at  Lon- 
don fpr  that  purpofc.  Pipes  did  not  ie;m  to  relifn  this 
diipofiticn  of  things  ;  and  though  he  made  no  verbal 
objeaions  to  it,  looked  remarkahiv  fcuv  at  his  fuccef- 
for  upon  his  firft  arrival ;  but  this  iullen  fk  feemed  gra- 
dually to  wear  oft;  and  long  before  his  mafter's ^de- 
parture, he  had  recovered  his  natural  tranquillity  and 
unconcern. 
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CHAP.    XXXI. 

*The  Hvo young  Genfiemen  difplay  their  Tak-ntsfor  Gal- 
lantry ^  in  the  Coiirfe  of-jubich  they  are  involved  in  n 
ludicrous  Cir-cumfla-nce  of  Dijhefs,  and  afterguards 
take  Vengeance  on  the  Author  of  their  Mijl^af. 
■j^ /TE ANWHILE  our  hero  and  his  new  friend,  toge- 
^^^  ther  with  honeft  Jack  Hatchway,  made  daily  ex- 
curfions'  into  the  country,  vifited  the  gentlemen  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  frequently  accompanied  them  to 
the  chace;  all  three  being  exceedingly  carefled  on  ac- 
count of  their  talents,  which  could  accommodate  them- 
selves with  great  facility  to  the  tempers  and  turns  of 
their  entertainers.  The  lieutenant  was  a  droll  in  his 
way.  Peregrine  poffeflcd  a  great  fund  of  fprightJineis 
and  good-humour,  and  Godfrey,  among  his  other  qua- 
Jilications  already  recited,  fung  a  moft  excellent  fong; 
fo  that  the  company  of' this  triumvirate  was  courted  in 
all  parties,  v/hether  male  or  female  5  and  if  the  hearts 
of  our  young  gentlemen  had  not  been  pre-engaged,  they 
v/ould  have  met  v/ith  opportunities  in  abundance  of 
diiplayiiig  their  addrefs  in  the  art  of  love  ;  not  bixt 
that  they  gave  a  loo'e  to  their  gallantry  without  m.uch 
intereiting  their  affeftions,  and  anmied  themfelves  wita 
little  intrigues,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  a  man  of  plea- 
iure,  do  not  affeil  his  fidelity  to  the  acknov/iedged  lb- 
yereign  of  his  foul. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  amufements,  our  hero  received 
an  intimation  from  his  fifter,  that  ilic  fhould  be  over- 
joyed to  meet  him  next  dav,  at  five  o'clock  in  the  after-, 
noon,  at  the  liouie  of  her  nurfe,  w^ho  lived  "in  a  cottage 
hard  by  her  father's  habitation,  Jhe  being  debarred 
from  all  opportunity  of  feeing  him  in  any  other  place 
by  the  feverity  of  her  mother,  vx-ho  fvifpefted  her  incli- 
siatvvjn. 

He  accordingly  obeyed  the  fumm.ons,  and  v<-ent  at 
the  time  appointed  to  the  pluce  of  rendezvous,  v,^here 
he  met  this  affeftionate  young  lady;  who,  when  he  e:i- 
jjijx-d  the  vooni,  ran  towards  him  Vv^ith  all  the  eagernefs 

of 
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cf  trarifport ;  fixing  h-r  aiTns  abc^it  his  neck,  and  flicd 
a  tiood  of  tears  in  his  boibm,  before  fne  could  utter  one 
word,  except  a  rtpetltioi^of  *  My  dear,  dear  brother !' 
He  embraced  her  with  all  the  piety  of  n-atemal  tender- 
nei5;wept  over  her  in  his  turn,  almred  her  that  this 
was  one  of  the  happieif  moments  of  his  life,  and  kindly 
thanked  her  for  having  reilfted  the  example  and  dif- 
obeyed  the  injunctions  of  his  mother's  unnatural  aver- 
iion. 

He  was  raviihed  to  find  bv  her  converfation,  that  fhe 
poiTcfkd  a  great  ihare  of  .eniibiiity  and  prudent  reflec- 
tion ;  tor  fne  lamented  the  infatuation  of  her  parents 
v/ith  tlie  moit  filial  regret,  and  exprefied  fuch  abhor- 
rence and  concern  at  the  riilainous  difpoiition  of  her 
younger  brother,  as  a  humane  filler  may  be  fuppofed 
to  have  entertr.ined .  He  made  her  acquainted  wich  all 
the  circumftances  of  his  own  fortune  ;  and  as  he  fup- 
pofed file  fpent  her  time  veiy  difagi'eeably  at  home, 
among  characters  which  muft  be  fhockingly  intereft- 
ing,  profefied  a  defire  of  removing  her  into  fome  other 
Iphere,  where  llie  could  live  with  more  tranquillity  and 
fatisfaclion. 

She  obie6ied  to  this  propofal,  as  an  expedient  that 
would  infallibly  fubjeft  her  to  the  implacable  refent- 
ment  of  her  mother,  whofe  favour  and  affe6lion  fiie  at 
prefent  enjoyed  but  in  a  very  iiiconfiderable  degree ; 
and  thty  had  canvaffed  divers  fchemes  of  correfpond-, 
ing  for  the  future,  v/hen  the  voice  of  Mrs.  Pickle  vv^as 
heard  at  the  Joor. 

^liis  Julia  (that  was  the  young  lady's  name)  finding 
lierkif  betrayed,  was  feized  with  a  violent  agitation  of 
fear ;  and  Peregrine  fcarce  had  time  to  encourage  her 
with  a  pron-;iie  of  proteftion,  before  the  door  of  the 
apai-tment  being  flung  open,  this  irreccncileable  parent 
niflied  in,  and  with  a  furious  afpecl  flew  direftly  at  her 
trembling  daughter,  when  ihe  fon  interpofmg,  received 
the  firfc  difcharge  of  her  fuiy . 

Her  eves  gleamed  with  all  the  rasfe  of  indignation^ 
which  choaked  mj  her  utterancej  and  feemed  to  con- 
R  5  vulfe 
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rulfe  her  whole  frame ;  fhe  twifted  her  left  hand  in  \\h 
lialr,  and  with  the  other  buiteted  him  about  the  face, 
till  the  blood  gullied  from  his  nollrils  and  mouth ; 
Vvhile  he  defended  his  lilbr  from  the  cruelty  of  Gam, 
who  aUb.ulted  her  from  another  quarter,  feeing  his  bro- 
ther engaged.  This  attack  lafted  feveral  minutes  with 
great  violence,  till  at  length  Peregrine  finding  himfelf 
in  danger  of  being  overpowered,  if  lie  lliould  remain 
any  longer  on  the  defenfive,  laid  his  brother  on  his 
back  ;  then  he  difentangled  his  mother's  hand  from  his 
own  hair,  and  having  pullied  her  gently  out  of  the 
room,  bolted  the  door  on  the  infide  5  finally,  turning  to 
Gam,  he  threw  him  out  at  the  window,  among  a  par- 
cel of  hogs  that  fed  under  it.  By  this  time  Julia  was 
almoft  quite  diftrailed  with  terror;  ihe  knew  (lie  had 
offended  beyond  all  hope  of  forgivenefs,  and  from  that 
moment  coniidered  herfelf  as  an  exile  from  her  fatSier's 
houfe :  in  vain  did  her  brother  ftrive  to  confole  her 
Vvith  frefh  proteftations  of  love  and  protc^Stion ;  (he 
counted  herfelf  extremely  miierable  in  being  obliged  to 
endure  the  eternal  refentment  of  a  parent  v/ith  v/hom 
fhe  had  hitherto  lived,  and  dread  the  cenfure  of  the 
world,  v/hich  from  her  mother's  mifreprefentation  /he 
was  fenfible  would  condemn  her  unheaid.  That  fhs 
might  not,  however,  neglecl  any  means  in  her  povver  of 
averting  this  ftoirn,  ihc  refolved  to  appe&le,  if  pofhble, 
lier  mother"'s  wrath  with  humiliation,  and  even  appeal 
to  the  influence  of  her  father,  weak  as  it  was,  before  fhe 
would  defpair  of  being  forgiven.  But  the  good  lady 
fpared  her  this  unneceiTary  application,  b}^  telling  her 
through  the  key-hole,  that  fhe  mud  never  expe6t:  to 
come  within  her  father's  door  again ;  for  from  that 
hour  file  renounced  her,  as  unworihy  of  her  affeftion 
and  regard.  Julia  weeping  bitterly,  endeavoiu-ed  to 
foften  the  rigour  of  the  ientence,  by  the  rnoft  fubmifure 
and  reafonable  remonfcrances  ;  but  as  in  Iier  vindica- 
tion fhe  of  necefTity  efpoufed  her  elder  brother's  caufcj 
her  endeavours,  inlLead  ef  foothing,  fcived  only  to  ex- 
aXptrate  her  mothvi  to  an  higher  pitch  of  indignation, 

which 
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vviilch  dlicharged  itfeit  in  ijiveftives  agalnil  Peregrine, 
whom  fhe  reviled  with  the  epithets  of  a  worthlefs,  aban- 
<io^-!ed  reprobate. 

The  youth  heariniy  thefe  imjiTft  ajperfions,  tr-mMc4 
with  reient;rient  through  evciy  limb,  alTiirinsr  the  \ip- 
hraider  that  he  conlidered  her  as  an  object  ot  coir.paf- 
{ion ;  '  For,  without  all  doubt,'  laid  he,  '  your  diabo- 
lical rancour  muft  be  fevereiy  puniilied  by  the  thoiT.s 
cf  your  own  conicience,  which  this  very  inftant  taxes 
you  with  the  malice  and  ftlfliood  of  your  reproaches. 
As  for  my  hftcr,  I  biefs  God  that  you  have  not  been 
able  to  infecl  her  with  your  unnatural  prejudire,  which 
becauie  flie  is  too  juft,  too  virtuous,  too  humane  to  im- 
bibe, you  rtjeft  her  as  an  alien  to  your  blood,  and  turn 
her  out  unprovided  into  a  barbarous  world .  But  cvtn 
there  your  vicious  purpofe  fliall  be  defeated  ;  that  Inme 
Providence  that  fcreened  me  from  the  crue'tv  of  your 
hate,  ihall  extend  its  protecllcn  to  her,  until  I  flnll  find 
it  com"enient  to  aiTert  b}.-  law  that  rip;ht  of  maint en-:nce 
v'hich  nature,  it  feans,  hath  beftowed  upon  us  in  vain. 
In  the  mean  time,  you  v/ill  enjoy  the  fatisfa61ion  of 
piylr;:^  an  undivided  attention  to  that  darling  fon^ 
whoie  amiable  qualities  Iravo  i'o  long  engaged  and  L-n- 
grciTed  your  love  and  elteem." 

This  freedom  of  expoftulaticn  exalted  his  moth.er's 
ire  to  mere  frenzy ;  fhe  curfed  him  with  the  bittereft 
imprecations,  and  raved  like  a  Bedlainite  at  the  door, 
v.'hich  fhe  attempted  to  burft  open.  Her  efforts  were 
fcco.r:ded  bv  her  favourite  fon,  who  denounced  ven- 
geance againfl  Peregrine,  made  furious  affaults  againfl 
tile  lock,  which  rehired  ail  their  applications,  until  our 
hero,  efpyiiig  his  friends  Gauntlet  and  Pipes  flepping 
ever  a  ftile  that  ftood  about  a  frndong  from  the  win- 
dow, called  them  to  his  afhitance  ;  giving  them  to  un- 
ticrttand  hov/  he  was  be^teged,  he  defired  they  would 
keep  off  his  mother,  that  he  mdght  the  more  eafuy  fe- 
curc  hii  fiifer  Julia's  retreat.  The  young  foldier  en- 
tered accordinglv,  and  pofting  himfelf  between  Mrs. 
Fickii  and  tlie  door,  gay e  the  i'-gnal  to  his  friend,  who_ 

lifting; 
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iifcing  lip  his  {itit-r  in  his'  arms,  carried  her  fafe  with- 
out tiie  cKitches  of  this  fhe-dragon,  while  Pip£s  with 
his  cudgel  kept  yoang  niRiler  at  hoy. 

The  mother  being  thus  deprived  of  her  prey,  fpnmg 
■upon  Ga.untlet  like  a  lionefs  robbed  of  her  whelps  ;  and 
h;^  mutt  have  fuffered  Ibrely  in  the  flefh,  had  he  not  pre- 
vented hermifchicvous  intent  by  feizlng  both  her  VN^nits, 
and  fo  keeping  her  at  diie  diilance.  In  attempting  to 
difcngage  hevfelf  from  his  grafp,  fne  ftruggled  v/ith 
fuch  exertion,  and  fufFrred  fiich  agony  of  palTion  at  the 
lame  time,  that  flie  aclually  fell  into  a  fevere  fit,  dur- 
ing which  flie  was  put  to  bed,  and  the  confederates  re- 
tired v/ithout  farther  moleitation. 

In  the  mean  time.  Peregrine  was  not  a  little  per- 
plexed aboixt  the  dilpofal  of  his  fifter  whom  he  had 
refcued.  He  could  not  endure  the  thoughts  of  faddling 
the  commodore  with  a  new  expence  5  and  he  was  afraid 
of  undertaking  the  charge  of  juli?,  without  hls-  i^ne- 
faclor's  advice  and  dire6lion  ;  for  the  prefent,  however, 
he  carried  her  to  the  houfe  of  a  gentleman  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, whofe  lady  was  lier  godmother,  where  flie 
v/as  received  v/ith  great  tendenieis  and  condolence ;  and 
lie  purpofed  to  inquire  for  fbme  creditable  houfe,  v/here 
fhe  might  be  genteelly  boarded  in  his  abfence,  refolv- 
ing  to  maintain  her  from  the  favings  of  his  own  allow- 
ance, which  he  thought  might  veiy  well  bear  fiich  de- 
duction. But  this  intention  was  fmlbrated  by  the  pub- 
lication of  the  whole  affair,  which  was  dividged  nexf^ 
day,  and  foon  reached  the  ears  of  Trmmion,  v/ho  chid 
his  gochbn  for  having  concealed  the  adventure ;  and, 
with  the  approbation  of  his  wife,  ordered  him  to  bring- 
Julia  forthwith  to  the  garrifon.  The  young  gentle- 
man, with  tears  of  gratitude  in  his  eyes,  explained  his 
defign  of  maintaining  her  ai:  his  own  expence,  andear- 
nellly  begged  that  he  might  not  be  deprived  of  that  fa- 
tisfaclion.  But  his  uncle  was  deaf  to  all  his  intreaties, 
and  infifted  upon  her  living  in  the  garrifon,  though  f&r 
po  other  reaibn  than  that  of  being  company  to  her 
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aunt ;  who,  he  obicrved,  was  loit  for  want  of  coiiver- 
iation. 

Julia  was  accordingly  brought  home,  and  fettled 
amder  the  tuition  of  Mrs.  Tmnnlon  5  who,  whatever 
face  fhe  might  put  on  the  matter,  could  have  diipenied 
with  the  fociety  of  her  niece  j  thoiighfhe  v/asnot  with- 
out hope  of  gratifying  her  pique  to  Mrs.  Pickle,  by 
the  intelligence  fhe  would  receive  from  the  daughter  of 
that  lady's  oeconoir.y  and  domeltick  behaviour.  The 
mother  herielt  ieemed  ccnfcious  of  tliis  advantage  v/hich 
her  fii>er-in-lav/  had  now  gained  over  her;  being  as 
much  chagi-mid  at  the  neVvs  of  Julia's  receptior.  in  the 
garrifon.  as  if  llie  had  heard  of  her  own  huib?nd's 
death.  She  even  tortured  her  invention  to  propagate 
calumnies  againft  the  reputation  of  her  ov^n  daughter, 
who)^  f*ie  ilandered  in  all  companies ;  flie  exclaimed 
agahift  rhe  com.modore  as  an  old  ruffian  who  fj)irited 
lip  a  rebellion  among  her  chiidi-en ;  and  imputed  the 
horpltality  of  his  wife,  in  countenancing  them,  to  no- 
thing elfe  but  her  inveterate  enmity  to  their  rnothea", 
whom  they  had  difobliged.  She  now  inlifted,  in  the 
moi\  peremptory  terms,  uponherliulband's  renouncing 
ail  commerce  with  tije  aid  lad  of  the  caftle  and  his  ad- 
herents ;  and  Mr.  Gainaliel  havijig  by  this  tim.e  ccoi- 
ti-acted  other  friendihips,  readily  fubraitted  to  her  will ; 
nay,  even  refufed  to  comm\micate  with  the  comm.c-dore 
one  night,  v/hen  tliey  happened  to  meet  by  accident  at 
the  publick-houfe. 

CHAP.  XXXII. 
^6'  C-)nimodf,re  fends  a  Chalk jige  to  Ga?naliely  and  is 
iinpofed  upon  by  a  luaggijh  Jn-vention  of  the  Lie  at  e^ 
nant,  Peregrine,  and  Gatmtlsf, 
n"^HIS  affront  Tmnnion  could  by  no  means  digefl : 
-*■  he  advifed  with  the  lieutenant  upon  the  fubject  j 
and  the  refult  of  their  coniultation  was  a  defiance 
v/hich  the  old  commander  fent  to  Pickle,  demanding 
that  he  \^'ouid  meet  him  at  fuch  a  place  en  horfeback 


ilio;ht  he  had 


Kothim 


a02  PEREGRINE    PICKLE» 

Nothing  could  have  afforded  more  pleafiire  to  Jack, 
than  the  acceptance  of  this  challenge,  \vhich  he  deli- 
vered verbally  to  Mr.  Gamaliel,  who  was  called  out 
from  the  club  at  Tuniey's  for  that  purpcfe.  The  na- 
ture of  this  ineffage  had  an  inllantaneous  effeft  \;pon 
the  confcitution  of  the  pacinck  Pickle,  wlicfe  bowels 
yearned  with  apprehenficn,  and  imdenvent  fuch  violent 
agitation  on  the  fpot,  that  one  would  have  thought  the 
operation  proceeded  from  iome  fevcre  joke  of  the  apo- 
thecary v/hich  he  had  fvv'allov/ed  in  his  beer. 

This  nielfenger  defpairing  of  a  latisfacloiy  anfvver, 
left  h:ni  in  this  woeful  condition  5  and  being  loth  to  iofe 
any  cppoi-tunity  of  raifnig  the  laugh  againll  the  com- 
modore, went  immediately  andcommiUiicated  the  whole 
aiiair  to  the  young  gentlemen,  intreating  them,  for  the 
love  of  God,  to  concert  fome  means  of  bringmg  old 
Hannibal  into  the  field.  The  two  friends  reiifhed  the 
propofal,  and  after  fome  deliberation,  it  was  refolved 
that  Hatciiway  fhould  tell  Ti-unnion  his  invitation  was 
accepted  by  Gamaliel,  who  would  meet  him  at  the 
place  appointed,  with  his  fecond,  to-mcn'ow  in  the 
tv/ilight,  becaufe  if  either  fhould  fall,  the  other  would 
have  the  better  chance  for  efcaprng  in  the  dark ;  that 
Godfrey  fhould  perfonate  old  Pickle's  friend,  and  Pe- 
regrine repreunt  his  ovvTi  father,  while  the  lieutenant 
fhould  take  care  in  loading  the  piftols  to  keep  out 
the  fliot,  fo  that  no  damage  might  be  done  in  the 
rencounter. 

Tkeie  circum.frances  being  adjufled,  the  lieutenant 
returned  to  his  principal  with  a  moH  thundering  reply 
from  his  antagonift,  v/hofe  courageous  behaviour, 
though  it  could  not  intimidate,  did  not  fail  to  aftonifh 
the  commodore,  who  afcribed  it  to  the  fpirit  of  his 
wiie,  -vvhich  had  infpired  him.  Trunnion  that  inftant 
cleiired  his  counfelior  to  prepare  his  cartridge-box,  and 
order  the  qiiieteit  horfe  in  the  ftable  to  be  kept  reader 
faddled  for  the  occalion  ;  his  eye  feemed  to  lighten  with 
akcrity  and  pleafure  at  the  profpeft  of  fi-nelling  gun- 
pG-,vdcr  once  more  before  his  death  j  and  when  Jacl^ 
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advifed  him  to  make  his  will,  in  cafe  of  accident,  he 
reje«Sled  his  ccunfel  with  difdain,  faying,  *  What !  doit 
think,  that  Hawier  Trunnion,  who  has  ftood  the  fire  of" 
fo  many  floating  batteries,  runs  any  riik  from  the  loiify 
pops  of  a  landman  ?  Thou  Ihalt  fee  !  thou  fiialt  fee 
how  I'll  make  him  lower  his  top-fails/  Next  day. 
Peregrine  and  the  foldier  provided  themfelves  with 
liorfei  at  the  publick-houle,  from  whence,  at  the  dti'- 
tined  hour,  they  rode  to  the  field  of  battle,  each  of  them 
being  mutiied  in  a  great-coat,  which,  v/ith  the  dlinnefs 
ci'  the  light,  eifectually  fnielded  them  from  the  know- 
ledge of  the  one-eyed  commander,  who  having  taken 
horfe,  on  pretence  of  enjoying  the  frefli  air,  foon  ap- 
peared with  Hatchway  in  his  rear.  When  they  came 
within  light  of  each  other,  the  feconds  advanced,  in  or- 
der to  divide  the  ground,  and  regulate  the  meafures  of 
the  combat  5  when  it  was  detemnined  by  mutual  cou- 
lent,  that  two  piftols  fnould  be  difchargcd  on  each  fide, 
and  if  neither  fhouid  prove  decifive,  recourfe  muft  be 
had  to  the  broad  fwords,  in  order  to  afceitain  the  vic- 
tor}\  Thefe  articles  being  fettled,  the  opponents  rode 
forward  to  their  refpe6live  flations,  when  Peregrine 
cocking  his  piftol,  and  prefenting,  counterfeited  his 
father's  voice,  bidding  Tnmnion  take  care  ot  his  re- 
maining eye.  The  commodore  took  his  advice,  being 
unwilling  to  hazard  his  day-light,  and  ver}'  deiiberately 
oppofed  the  patched  fide  of  his  face  to  the  muzzle  of 
his  antagoniit's  piece,  defiring  him  to  do  his  duty 
without  farther  jaw.  The  young  man  accordingly 
fired,  and  the  diftance  being  fmall,  the  wad  of  his  piltoi 
took  place  with  a  fmart  ftroke  on  the  forehead  of  Trun- 
nion, who  miftaking  it  for  a  ball,  which  he  thought 
Vv-as  lodged  in  his  brain,  fpurred  up  his  fteed  in  a  ftate 
of  defperation  towards  his  antagonhl,  and  holding  his 
piece  within  two  yards  of  his  body,  let  it  off,  without 
any  regard  to  the  laws  of  battle.  Surprized  and  en- 
raged to  fee  it  had  made  no  imprefTion,  he  hallooed  in 
a  terrible  tone,  '  O,  damn  ye !  you  have  got  your  net- 
ting fluffed,  I  fee  1'  and  advaiicing,  diicharged  his  fe- 
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€cn(i  piflol  ih  near  his  godibn's  head,  that  had  he  not 
bcreii  defended  by  hjs  great  coat,  the  pov/der  mull  have 
fcorched  his  face.  Having  thus  thrown  ^way  his  fire, 
he  remained  at  the  mercy  of  Peregrine,  who  clapping 
the  piece  he  had  in  reieiTe  to  his  hic.d,  commanded 
him  to  beg  his  life,  and  afk  pardon  for  his  prefump- 
tion.  The  commodore  made  no  reply  to  this  imperi- 
ous injimction,  but  dropping  his  pi'ilol,  and  unilieath- 
ing  his  broad  ilvord  in  an  inftant,  attacked  our  hero 
wich  fach  incredible  agility,  that  if  he  had  not  made 
fhift  to  ward  off  the  ilroke  vvathhis  piece,  the  adven- 
ture, in  all  likelihood,  would  have  turned  out  a  very 
tragical  joke."  Peregrine  finding  it  would  be  in  vain 
for  him  to  think  of  drawing  his  vv^eapon,  or  of  land- 
ing en  the  defenfive  againft  this  furious  aggreiTcr,  veiy 
tairlv  clapped  fpurs  to  his  nag,  and  fought  his  fafety 
in  flight.  Trunnion  puriued  him  with  infinite  eager- 
nefs,  and  his  Iteed  being  the  better  of  the  two,  vv-ould. 
have  overtaken  the  fugitive  to  his  peril,  had  he  not 
been  unfortunately  encountered  by  the  boughs  of  a 
tree,  that  happened  to  ftand  en  liis  biind-fide,  and  in- 
commoded him  fo  m.uch,  that  he  was  fain  to  quit  his 
iV/ord,  and  lay  hold  on  the  mane,  in  order  to  m.aintain 
his  feat.  Perry,  perceiving  his  difafter,  wheeled  about, 
and  nov/  finding  leihu"e  to  produce  his  weapon,  return- 
ed upon  his  difanned  fee,  brandiihing  his  Ferrara, 
threatening  to  make  him  fliorter  by  the  had,  if  he 
vi'ould  not  immediately  crave  quarter,  and  yield.  There 
was  nothing  farther  from  the  intention  of  the  old  gen- 
tleman than  fuch  fubmifiion,  which  he  flatly  refufed  to 
pay ;  alledging,  that  he  had  already  compelled  his 
tnemy  to  ciap  o]i  all  his  fails,  and  that  his  own  prefent 
ifiisfortune  vv^as  owing  to  accident ;  ail  one  as  if  a  fhip 
fhould  be  attacked,  after  (lie  had  been  obliged  to  heave 
her  guns  overboard  in  a  ftcrm. 

Before  Peregrine  had  time  to  anfwer  this  remon- 
ftrances,  the  lieutenant  interpofed,  and  taking  cogni- 
zance of  the  cafe,  eftablifhed  a  truce,  vjntil  he  and  the 
ether  fecond  ftiould  difcufs  and  decide  upon  the  merits 
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of  the  caiife.  They  accordingly  retired  to  a  fmali  ciif- 
tance,  and  after  having  conferred  a  few  minutts. 
Hatchway  returned,  and  pronoiniced  the  commodore 
vanquiflied  by  the  chance  of  war. 

Never  was  rage  more  tranfported  than  that  which 
took  pofTefiion  of  old  Hannibaf,  when  he  heard  the  fen- 
tence :  it  was  fome  time  before  he  could  utter  aught, 
except  the  reproachful  expreffion,  *  You  lie  V  v/hich  he 
repeated  m.ore  than  twenty  times,  in  a  fort  of  delirious 
inienfibility.  When  he  recovered  the  farther  ufe  of 
his  fpeech,  he  abufed  the  arbitrators  with  fuch  bitter 
inveftives,  renouncing  their  fentence,  and  appealing  to 
another  trial,  that  the  confederates  began  to  repent  of 
having  carried  the  joke  fo  far  ;  and  Peregrine,  in  order 
to  appeafe  his  choler,  owned  himfelf  overcome. 

This  acknowledgment  calmed  the  tumult  of  his 
wrath,  though  he  could  not  for  feme  days  forgive  tlie 
lieutenant  J  and  the  tv/o  young  gentlemen  rode  back 
to  Tunley's  ;   while  Hatchway,  taking  the  commo- 

•  lore's  horfe  by  the  bridle,  recondufted  him  to  his  miaii- 
fion,  growling  all  the  way  to  Jack  for  his  unjuii  and 
imfriendly  decree;  though  he  could  not  help  obferv- 
ing,  as  how  he  had  made  his  words  good,  in  making 
his  adverfaiy  ftrike  his  top-fails  :  *  And  yet,'  faid  he, 

*  before  God !  I  think  the  fellow's  head  is  made  of  a 
Avocl-pack ;  for  my  fliot  rebounded  fi-om  his  face  like 
a  wad  of  fpun-yarn  from  the  walls  of  a  fhip.  But  if 
io  be  that  fon  of  a  bitch  of  a  tree  hadn't  come  athv/ait 
mv  weather-bow,  d'ye  fee !  I'll  be  damned  if  I  hadn't 
fruipt  his  m.ain-yard  in  the  flings,  and  mayhap  let  out 
his  bulge  water  into  the  bargain.'  He  feemed  parti- 
cularly vain  of  this  exploit,  which  dwelt  upon  his  imia- 
gination,  and  was  cherlihed  as  the  child  of  his  eld  agej 
for  though  he  could  not  with  decency  rchearfc  it  to  the 
young  men  and  his  wife  at  fupper,  he  gave  fiirewd 
hints  of  his  own  manhood,  even  at  thefe years,  and  at- 
tefted  Hatchway  as  a  voucher  for  his  mettle ;  while 
the  triumivirate,  diverted  by  his  vanity,  enjoyed  in  fe- 
cret  the  fucccfs  of  their  impcfitior.. 

Vol.  I,  S  CHAP, 
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CHAP.     XXXIII. 

Peregrine  takes  Leanje  of  his  Aunt  and  Sifler  j  fets  Gut 
from  the  Garrifon  j  parts  -ivith  his  Uncle  and  Hatch-- 
nvay  on  the  Road  j  and,  ivith  his  Governor,  arrives 
in  Safety  at  Do-ver. 
'T^HIS,  however,  was  the  1  aft  effort  of  invention  which 
-^  they  pracciled  upon  him  5  and  every  thing  being 
now  prepared  for  the  departure  of  his  godfon,  that 
hopeful  youth  in  two  days  took  leave  of  all  his  iriends 
in  the  neighbourhood.  He  was  clofeted  two  whole 
hours  with  his  aunt,  who  enriched  him  with  many 
pious  advices  ;  recapitulated  ail  the  benefits  which, 
through  her  means,  had  been  conferred  upon  him  fince 
his  infancy  5  cautioned  him  againft  the  temptations  of 
lewd  v/omen,  v/ho  bring  n.any  a  man  to  a  morfel  of 
bread ;  laid  ftrift  injunftions  upon  him  to  live  in  the 
fear  of  the  Lord  and  the  true  proteftant  faith;  to 
efchew  quarrels  and  contention  5  to' treat  Mr.  Jolter 
with  reverence  and  regard :  and,  above  all  things,  to 
abftain  from  the  beaftly  fm  of  diimkennefs,  wh.ch  ex- 
pofed  a  man  to  the  fcorn  and  contempt  of  his  tellow- 
creatures,  and  by  diverting  him  of  reafon  and  reflec- 
tion, renders  him  fit  for  all  manner  of  vice  and  de- 
bauchery. She  i-ecommeuded  to  him  oeconomy  and 
the  care  of  his  health;  bade  him  remember  the  honour 
of  his  family;  and  in  all  the  circumftances  of  his  be- 
haviour, affured  him,  that  he  might  always  depend  up- 
on the  friendfhip  and  generofit}-  of  the  commodore. 
Finally,  prefenting  him  VN^ith  her  own  pi6fure  let  in 
gold,  and  a  hundred  guineas  from  her  privy  purfe,  fhe 
embraced  him  affe61:ionately,  and  vv'ilhed  him  all  man- 
ner of  happinefs  and  profpcrity. 

Being  thus  kindly  dii milled  by  Mrs.  Trunnion,  he 
locked  himfclf  up  with  his  fiffer  Juiia,  whom  he  ad- 
monifhed  to  cultivate  her  aunt  with  the  moft  complal- 
fant  and  reipe6lful  attention,  without  ftooping  to  any 
circumfrance  of  lubmifiion  that  fhe  fliould  judge  un- 
v/orthy  of  her  pra^ice ;  he  protefted  that  his   chief 
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fi-udy  fhould  be  to  make  her  amends  tor  the  privilege 
{\\e  had  fcrfeit-ed  by  her  affection  for  him ;  intreatcd. 
her  to  enter  into  no  engagem.ent  without  his  know- 
ledge and  approi)aticn  5  put  into  her  hand  the  purfe 
which  he  had  received  ficm  his  aunt,  to  defray  her 
pocket  expences  in  his  abl'cnce  5  and  parted  from  her, 
not  without  tears,  after  ihe  had  for  forae  minutes  hung 
about  his  neck,  kifling  him  and  weeping  in  the  molt 
pathetick  filence. 

Hiving  performed  thefe  duties  of  affe61ion  and  con- 
fanguinity  over-night,  he  went  to  bed,  and  was,  by  his 
own  direftion,  called  at  four  o'clock  in  the  moiT.ing, 
when  he  found  the  poft-chaife,  coach,  and  riding- 
hor  cs,  ready  at  the  gate,  his  friends  Gauntlet  and 
Hatchway  on  foot,  the  commodore  himfelf  almoft  di'ef- 
fed,  and  eveiy  f  n"ant  in  the  garrifon  affembled  In  the 
yard,  to  wifh  him  a  good  journey.  Our  hero  fliock 
each  of  thefe  humble  friends  by  the  hand,  tipping  them 
at  the  fame  time  with  marks  of  his  bounty;  and  was 
very  much  lurprized  when  he  coiild  not  perceive  his  old 
attendant  Pipes  among  the  number.  When  he  ex- 
prefled  his  wonder  at  this  difrelpe61ful  omiffion  of 
Tom,  fome  of  thofe  prefent  ran  to  lils  cham.ber,  in  or- 
der to  give  him  a  call,  but  his  hammock  snd  room 
were  both  deferted,  and  they  foon  returned  with  an  ac- 
count of  his  having  eloped.  Peregrine  was  difturbed 
at  this  information,  believing  tliat  the  fellov/  had  taken 
fome  delperate  com-fe  in  ccniequence  of  his  being  dif- 
miiTcd  from  his  fervice,  and  began  to  wifli  that  he  had 
indulged  '^is  inclination,  by  retaining  him  ilill  about  his 
pcrfon.  However,  as  there  was  ncw'no  other  remedy, 
he  recommended  him  ftrenuoully  to  the  particidar  fa- 
vour of  his  uncle  and  Hatchway,  in  cafe  he  fhould  ap- 
pear ag-^in;  and  as  he  we)it  out  of  the  gate,  was  fa- 
luted  with  three  cheers  by  all  the  domeftieks  in  the 
familv.  The  commodore.  Gauntlet,  lieutenant,  Pe- 
re2:rine,  and  Joker,  went  into  the  coach  together,  that 
they  might  enjoy  each  other's  converfation  as  much  as 
pofTible,  refolving  to  breakfaft  at  ?.n  inn  on  the  road, 
5  z  wher- 
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where  Trunnion  and  Hatchway  intended  to  bid  oiii* 
adventurer  tarewel.  The  valet  de  chambre  got  into 
the  poir-chailc,  the  French  lacqiuy  rode  one  horfe  and 
led  another,  one  of  the  valets  of  the  garrifon  mounted 
at  the  back,  of  the  coach ;  and  thus  the  cavalcade  fet 
out  on  the  road  to  Dover.  As  the  commodore  could 
not  bear  the  fatigue  of  jolting,  they  travelled  at  an  eafy 
pace  during  the  iirft  (tage  j  fo  that  the  old  gentleman 
had  an  opportunity  of  communicating  his  exhortations 
to  his  godfon,  vvdth  regard  to  his  condu6l  abroad  5  he 
ndvifjd  him,  now  that  he  was  going  into  foreign  parts, 
to  be  upon  his  guard  againft  the  fair  weather  of  the 
French  politefle,  which  was  no  more  to  be  trufted  than 
a  whirlpool  at  Tea.  He  obferved  that  many  young 
men  nad  gone  to  Paris  with  good  cargoes  of  fenfe,  and 
returned  with  a  great  deal  of  canvas,  and  no  ballaft  at 
ail  i  whereby  they  became  crank  all  the  days  of  their 
lives,  and  ibmetim^s  carried  their  keels  above  water. 
He  defu-ed  Mr.  Joker  to  keep  his  pupil  out  of  tlie 
clutches  of  thofe  fliarking  priefts  who  lie  in  wait  to 
make  converts  of  al]  young  ftrangers,  and  in  a  parti- 
cular manner  cautioned  the  youth  againft  carnal  con- 
verfation  v/ith  the  Pariiian  dames,  who,  he  underftood, 
v/ere  no  better  than  gaudy  fire-{hips,  ready  primed 
with  death  and  deftrudion. 

Peregrine  lifLened  with  great  refpe61:,  thanking  him 
for  his  kind  admonitions,  which  he  faithfully  promifed 
to  obferve.  They  h  dted  and  breakfafted  at  the  end  of 
the  ftage,  where  jolter  provided  himfelf  with  a  horfe, 
and  the  commodore  fettled  the  method  of  correfpond- 
ing  with  his  nephew.  The  minute  of  parting  being 
arrived,  the  old  commander  wrung  his  godfon  by  the 
hand,  faying — '  I  v/ifn  thee  a  profperous  voyage  and 
good  cheer,  my  lad  !  my  timbers  are  now  a  little  crazy, 
d'ye  fee  j  and  God  knows  if  I  ftiall  keep  afloat  till 
Inch  time  as  I  fee  thee  again ;  but  howfomever,  hap 
what  will,  thou  wilt  find  thyfelf  in  a  condition  to  keep 
in  the  line  with  the  beft  of  thy  fellov/s.'  He  then  re- 
jranded  Gaiuitic'i:  of  bis  promiie  to  call  at  the  garriibix 

in 
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in  his  return  from  Dover,  and  imparted  rcrr.ethlngr  in 
a  vvhilper  to  the  governor,  while  Jack  Hatchwavjun- 
able  to  fpeak,  pulled  his  hat  over  his  eyes,  and  fqueez- 
ing  Peregrine  by  the  hand,  gave  him  an  iron  piftol  cf 
curious  workmanfhip,  as  a  memorial  of  his  iriendfiiip. 
Our  youth,  v/ho  vv-as  not  unmoved  on  this  occafion^ 
received  the  pledge,  which  he  ackr.owiedged  with  the 
preient  of  a  filver  tobacco-box,  bought  for  that  purpofe  j 
and  the  two  ladS  of  the  xaftle  getting  into  the  coach, 
were  driven  homewaids  in  a  (tate  cf  iiltnt  deje6ticn. 

Godfrey  and  Peregiine  feated  themfelvcs  in  thepoft- 
chaife,  and  Joiter,  the  valet  de  chambre,  and  lacquey, 
bcftriding  their  beafts,  they  proceeded  for  the  place  cf 
their  deftination,  at  which  they  an-ived  in  fafety  that 
fame  night,  and  belpoke  a  palTage  in  the  packet-bcat 
which  was  to  fail  next  day. 

CHAP.    XXXIV. 
He  adjujis  the  Method  of  his  Ccrreffondence'vyith  Gaunt- 
let j  meets  by  Accident  ~joilh  ati  Italian  Charlatan  and 
a  certain  Apothecary ,  <tuho  pro'ves  to  be  a  noted  Cha- 
raSrer. 
n^HERE  the  two  friends  adiufted  the  articles  of  their 
-*■    futxire  correfpondenccj  and  Peregrine  having  v.rit- 
ten  a  letter  to  his  miftrefs,  wherein  he  reiiewed  his  for- 
mer vov/s  of  eternal  fidelit}.",  it  v/as  entr'ifted  to  the 
care  of  her  brother,  while  Mr.  Joiter,  at  the  defu-e  of 
his  pupil,  provided  an  elegant  (upper,  and  feme  excel- 
lent Burgundy,  that  they  might  fpend  this  eve  cf  his 
departure  with  the  greater  enjoymv.nt. 

Things  being  thus  diipofed,  and  a  fervant  employed 
in  laying  the  cloth,  their  ears  were  of  a  fudden  invaded 
by  a  ftrange  tumultuous  noife  in  the  next  room,  ccca- 
fioned  by  the  overthrow  of  tables,  chairs,  and  glalTes, 
with  odd  unintelligible  exclamations  in  broken  French, 
and  a  jargon  of  threats  in  the  Welih  dialeft.  Our 
•^'oung  gentleman  ran  immediately  into  the  apartment 
from  whence  this  clamour  feemed  to  proceed,  and  found 
a  thlnj  meagre,  f.varthy,  figure,  gafping  in  a  11  the  agony 
of  fear,  under  the  hand's  of  a  fquat,  thick,  hard-featured 
S  3  nian, 
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til m,  vAo  c  llared  him  with  gvit3.t  dcinonfTrntions  of 
wrath,  ihying — •'  If  you  was  a^  mighty  a  magician  as 
Ow-a  GkndowfV,  cr  the  vritch  of  En!:oi',  look,  yov., 
ave,  or  as  Paul  Bi-or  himftlF,  I  will  mt-kepold,  by  the 
airulance  of  Got,  and  m  his  majefty's  naam,  to  ft- Ize, 
and  fccure,  and  contine,  3ndv  confront  voii,  until  fuch 
time  as  you  fuffer,  and  endure,  and  undergo,  the  pains 
and  penalties  of  the  law,  for  your  diabolical  pra61;icfs. 
Shentlements,'  added  he,  turning  to  our  adventurers, 
*  I  take  you  to  witnefj}  that  I  proteft,  and  aiiert,  and 
avow,  that  this  perfon  Is  as  pig  a  necromancer  as  you 
vv'ould  deHre  to  pehold  5  and  I  liipplicate,  and  befeech, 
and  intreat  of  you,  that  lie  may  be  prought  before  his 
})etter3,  and  compelled  to  give  an  account  of  his  com- 
pa6l  and  commerce  with  the  imps  of  darknefs,  look, 
you ;  for  as  I  am  a  chriftian  foul,  and  hope  for  joyful 
refiuTe-5l:ion,  I  have  this  plefied  evening  {ten  him  per- 
ibrm  fuch  things  as  could  not  be  done  without  the  aid, 
and  inllruicion,  and  connivance,  of  the  tevil.' 

Gauntlet  feemed  to  enter  Into  the  fentlments  of  this 
Wellh  refonner,  and  actually  bid  hold  on  the  delin- 
quent's fhouider,  crying — '  Damn  the  rafcal !  I'll  lay 
?jiy  v/ager  that  he's  a  Jefuit ;  for  none  of  his  order  tra- 
vel v/ithout  a  familiar.'  But  Peregrine,  who  looked 
iipon  the  affair  In  another  point  of  view,  interpoial  isi 
behalf  of  the  ftrangcr,  whom  he  freed  from  his  aggref- 
Ibrs,  oblerving  that  there  was  no  occafion  to  ufe  vio- 
lence j  and  afked  in  French  what  he  had  done  to  Incur 
the  cenfure  of  the  Informer.  The  poor  foreigner,  more 
dead  than  alive,  anfwered,  that  lie  was  an  Italian  char- 
latan, who  had  pra^llfed  vvith  ibme  reputation  in  Pa- 
dua, until  he  had  the  misfortune  to  attrail  the  notice 
of  the  Inquifition,  by  exhibiting  certain  wonderful  per.^ 
formanccs  by  his  Ikill  in  natural  knowledge,  which 
that  tribunal  conhdered  as  the  effects  of  forcery,  and 
perfecuted  him  accordingly ;  fo  that  he  had  been  fain 
to  make  a  precipitate  retreat  Into  France ;  where  not 
finding  his  account  in  his  talents,  he  was  now  arrived 
\n  England^  with  a  view  of  pracf iiing  his  ajt  in  Lcn=. 
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don  ;  and  that  in  coniequence  of  a  ipeciiren  which  he 
had  given  to  a  company  below,  the  cholerick  gentle- 
man had  followed  him  up  itahs  to  his  ov.-n  apaitment, 
and  aiianked  him  in  that  inhofpitable  manner,  lie 
therefore  earneiliy  begg-ed  that  our  hero  would  take 
hira  under  his  prote6lion  5  and  if  he  entertained  the 
leaft  fufpicion  of  his  employing  preternatui-ai  means  in 
the  operations  of  his  art,  he  wonld  n^eely  commxmicate 
all  the  fecrets  in  his  polfefnon. 

The  youth  difpelled  his  apprehenhon,  by  aflliring 
him  that  he  was  in  no  danger  of  fultenng  for  his  art  m 
England ;  v.-here,  if  ever  he  fliould  be  queft ioned  by 
the  zeal  of  fuperftitious  individuals,  he  had  nothing  to 
do  but  appeal  to  the  next  juftice  of  the  peace,  who 
would  immediately  acquit  hun  of  the  charge,  and  pu- 
nifh  his  accufers  for  their  impertinence  and  indiicre- 
tion. 

He  then  told  Gauntlet  and  the  Welihman,  that  the 
ftranger  had  a  good  action  again  if  them  for  an  afiault, 
by  virtue  of  an  acl  of  parliament,  which  makes  it  cri- 
minal for  any  perfon  to  accufe  another  of  forcer)-  and 
witchcraft,  thefe  idle  notions  being  nowjuftiy  exploded 
by  all  fenilble  m.en.  Mr.  Joker,  v/ho  had  by  this  time 
joined  the  compaiiy,  could  not  help  iignifying  his  dif- 
fent  from  this  opinion  of  his  pupil,  which  he  endea- 
voured to  invalidate  by  the  authority  of  Scripture,  quo- 
tations from  the  fathers,  and  the  confeffion  of  many 
wretches  who  fuffered  death  for  having  carried  on  cc-r- 
relpondence  vvdth  evil  fpiiits,  together  with  the  evidence 
of  Satan's  Invihble  World,  and  MoretonV  ^iitory  of 
Witchcraft. 

The  foldier  corroborated  thefe  tefiimonies  by  fa6t3 
that  had  happened  within  the  fphere  of  his  own  know- 
ledge, and  in  particular  mentioned  the  cafe  of  an  old 
woman  of  the  pariili  in  wliich  he  v/as  bora,  who  ufed 
to  transfoiTn  herfelf  into  the  fliape  of  lundry  animals, 
and  was  at  laft  killed  by  fmaH-iliot,  in  the  chai-itcr  c-t 
an  lure.  The  Welfnraan,  thus  fupported,  exprehld 
his  furpiiie  at  heariux  tiut  ihe  legiilatvac  had  ihewn 
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jfuch  tendernefs  for  criminals  of  ib  dark  a  hue;  tltA  of- 
fered to  prove,  by  Vindeniabie  iiiftances,  that  there  was 
not  a  rnountain  in  Wales,  which  had  not  been  in  his 
men-iory  the  fcene  of  icme  necromancy  and  witchcraft ; 
*■  'Wherefore,'  faid  he, '  I  am  alTuredly  more  than  apove 
aiioniihed,  and  confounded,  and  concerned,  that  the 
parliament  of  Great  Pritain  fliould  in  their  great  wif- 
doms,  and  their  prudence,  and  their  penetration,  give 
countenance  and  encouragemient,  lock  you,  to  the 
works  of  darknefs,  and  the  empire  of  Pelzepup ;  ofer 
and  apove  the  evidence  of  holy  v/rit,  and  thofe  writers 
who  have  been  quoted  by  that  aggiu'ate  and  learned 
{hei\thm:in,  we  are  informicd  by  profane  hiftory,  of  the 
pribbles  and  pranks  of  the  old  ferpent,  in  the  bortents 
and  oragles  of  antiquity ;.  as  you  will  find  in  that  moft 
excellent  hiftorian  Bolypius,  and  Titus  Lifius ;  aye, 
and  m.creofer,  in  the  Commentaries  of  Julius  Csefar 
hinifelf  J  who,  as  the  ole  world  knov/s,  was  a  moft  fa- 
mous, and  a  moft  faliant,  and  a  moft  wife,  and  a  moft 
prudent,  and  a  m.oft  fortunate  chieftan,  and  a  moil  re- 
nov/ned  orator;  aye,  and  a  moil:  elegant  writer  to  boot.' 
Peregrine  did  not  think  proper  to  enter  the  lifts  of 
diiputev/ith  three  fuchobftinate  antagonifts  ;  but  con- 
tented himifelf  with  faying,  that  he  believed  it  would 
"be  no  difficult  matter  to  impugn  the  arguments  they 
had  advaiiced ;  though  he  did  not  firid  himfelf  at  all 
difpofed  to  undertake  the  tafk,  which  mnift  of  courfe 
break  in  upon  the  evening's  entertainment.  He  there- 
fore invited  the  Italian  to  fupper,  and  aiked  the  fame 
favour  of  his  accufer,  who  feemed  to  have  fomething 
curious  and  characlerlftick  in  his  m.anner  and  difpoll- 
tion  3  refolving  to  make  himifelf  an  eye-witnefs  of  thofe 
firrpr'^ing  feats,  which  had  given  offence  to  the  cho- 
lericlc  Briton.  This  fcrupulous  gentleman  thanked 
cur  hero  for  his  courtefy,  buit  declined  communicating 
ivith  the  ftranger,  until  his  characler  fliould  be  farther 
explaii'-d  5  upon  which  his  ir.viter,  after  icme  conver- 
fiiticn  vvcitli  the  chartalan,  ailured  hirn  that  he  would 
himfcif  undertake  for  the  iiinocenee  of  his  art ;  and 

then 
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then  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  favour  them  with  his 
compan}'. 

Ill  the  courfe  of  the  converfation,  Peregrine  learned 
that  the  Weifli-.nan  was  a  iurgeon  of  Canterbuiy,  who 
had  been  called  into  a  confultation  at  Dover,  and  un- 
derftandinc;  that  his  name  was  Morgan,  took  the  liberty 
of  afl;ing  if  he  v/as  not  the  peribn  fo  reipeftfiiliy  men* 
tioned  in  the  Adventures  of  Roderick  Random.     Mr. 
Morgan  aihmied  a  look  of  gravity  and  importance  at 
this  interrogation,  and  fcrewing  up  his   mouth,    an- 
fwered — '  Mr.  Rantiim,  my  goot  Sir,  I  believe  upon 
my  confcience  and  falfation,  is  m.y  veiy  goot  frient  and 
well-wilher  j  and  he  and  I  have  been  companions,  and 
mefs-mates,  and  fellow-fufferers,  look  you  ;  but  never- 
thelcfs  for  ail  that,  peradventure,  he  hath  not  pehaved 
with  fo  much  complai'ance,  and  affability,  and  rerpe6l, 
as  I  might  have  expe6led  from  him ;  pecaufe  he  h?th 
revealed,  and  tivulged,  and  bupliflied,  our  private  af- 
fairs, without  my  knowledge,  and  privit}-,  and  confent; 
but,  as  Got  Is  my  Safiour,  I  think  he  had  no  evil  inten- 
tion in  his  pelly  5  and  though  there  be  certain  perfons, 
look  you,  who,  as  I  am  told,  take  upon  them  to  laugh 
at  his  defcriptions  of  my  peiibn,  deportment,  and  con- 
verfation, I  do  affirm  and  maintain,  and  infift,  with  my 
heart,  and  my  plood,  and  my  foul,  that  thofe  perfons 
are  no  petter  than  ignorant  afles,  and  that  they  know 
not  how  to  difcern,  and  diftinguifh,  and  define,  tnie  ri- 
dicule, or  as  Arlflotle  calls  it,  the  to  Geloion,  no  more, 
look  you,  than  a  herd   of  mountain-goats  ;  for  I  will 
make  pold  to  obfen'-e,  and  I  hope  this  goot  company 
will  be  of  the  fame  opinion,  that  there  is  nothing  faid 
of  me  in  that  performance  which  is  unworthy  of  a 
chrilfian  ajid  a  flientleman.' 

Our  young  gentleman  and  his  friends  acquiefced  In 
the  juftnefs  of  his  obfervation.  Peregrine  partlcidarly 
afliu-ed  him,  that  from  reading  the  book,  he  had  con- 
ceived the  utmoli  regard  and  veneration  for  his  charac- 
ter 5  and  that  he  thought  himfelf  extremely  fortunate 
ii;  having  this  opportunity  of  enjoying  his  converfa- 
tion. 
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ticn.     iviorgan,  net  a  little  proud  of  fiich  advances 
from  a  perfon  of  Peregrine's  appearance,  returned  the 
compliment  with  a  profuHcn  of  civility,   and  in  the 
warmth  of  acknowledgment,  exprefled  a  defire  of  fee- 
ing him  and  his  company  at  his  houfe  in  Canterbiuy  j 
*  I  will  not  pretend,   or  prefume,  kind  Sir,'   faid  he, 
'  to  entertain  you  according  to  your  merits  and   de- 
ferts  j  btit  you  fhall  be  as  welcome  to  my  poor  cot- 
tage, and  m^y  wife  and  family,  as  the  Prince  of  Wales 
himfeif :  and  it  fhali  go  hard,  if  one  way  or  other,  I 
do  not  find  ways  and  means  of  making  you   confefs 
that  there  is  fome  goot  feilowfliip  in  an  ancient  Priton  : 
for  though  I  am  not  petter  than  a  fimple  apothecary, 
1  have  as  goot  ploot  circulating  in  my  veins  as  any  he 
in  the  country  ;  and  I  can  defcribe,  and  delineate,  and 
demonfrrate,  rny  pedigree  to  the  fatisfaiSlion  of  the  'ole 
'orld  ;  and  moreofer,  by  Got's  goot  providence  and 
alHRance,  I  can  afford  to  treat  my  friend  with  a  joint 
of  goot  mutton,  and  a  pottle  of  excellent  wine,  and  no 
tradelman  c::n  peard  me  with  a  bill.'     He  was  congra- 
tulated on  his  happy  fituation,   and  affured  that  our 
youth  would  vifit  him  on  his  return  from  France,  pro- 
vided he  fhould  take  Canterbury  in  his  route.     As 
peregrine  manifefted  an  inclination  of  being  acquaint- 
ed v/ith  the  ftate  of  his  affairs,  be  very  complaifantly 
fatisiied  his  curiofity,  by  giving  him  to  know,  that  his 
fpcufe  had  left  off  breeding,  after  having  bleffed  him 
with  two  boys  and  a  girl,  who  were  ftill   alive   and 
well ;  that  he  lived  in  good  efteem  with  his   neigh- 
bours, and  by  his  practice,  which  was  confiderably  ex- 
tended immediately  after  the  publication  of  Roderick 
Random,  had  faved  fome  thoufand  pounds.     He  had 
begun  to  think  of  retiring  among  his  own  relations  in 
Glamorganfhire,  though  his  wife  had  made  objeSlion 
to  this  propofal,  and  oppofed  the  execution  of  it  with 
fuch  obdinacy,  that  he  had  been  at  infinite  pains  in  af- 
ferting  his  own  prerogative,  by  convincing  her  both 
from  reafcn  and  example,  that  he  was  king  and  prielt 
in  his  own  family,  and  that  fiie  owed  the  moft  implicit 
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fubmldion  to  his  will.    He  likewife  infcrmed  the  com- 
pany, that  he  haJ  lately  ieeii  his  friend  Roderick,  v/ho 
had  come  from  London  on  purpofe  to  viiit  him,  afcer 
having  gained  his  iaw-fuit  with  Mr.  Tcpehall,  who 
was  obliged  to  pay  NarcilTa's  fortune  ;  that  Mr.  Ran- 
dom, in  all  appearance,  led  a  very  happy  life  in  the 
converlation  or  his  father  and  bedf-IIow,  bv  whom  he 
enjoyed  a  fon  and  daughter !   and  that  Morgan  had  re- 
ceived in  a  prelent  from  him,  a  piece  of  veiy^  nne  linen 
of  his  wife's  own  making,  feveral  kits  of  falmon,  and 
two  cafks  of  pickled  pork,  the  moif  delicate  he  had 
ever  taiird  ;  together  with  a  band  of  excellent  herrincs 
for  falraag-undy,  which  he  knew  to  be  his  favourite  diih. 
This  topick  of  converfation  being  difcuficd,  the  Ita- 
lian was  defired  to  exhibit  a  fpeclmen  of  his  art,  and. 
in  a  f;;w  minutes  conducted  the  company  into  the  ne:.t 
room,  vi'here,  to  their  great  aftoniHiment  and  afftight, 
they  beheld  a  thoufand  fei-pents  winding  along  the  ciel- 
ing.     Morgan,  ftruck  v/ich  this  phenomenon,  v/hich 
he  ha.d  not  feen  before,  began  to  utter  exorciims  with 
great  devotion,   Mr.  Jolter   ran  terrified  out   of  the 
room.  Gauntlet  drew  his  hanger,  and  Peregrine  him.felf 
was  difconcerted.     The  operator  perceiving  their  con- 
fuiion,  defj-ed  them  to  retire,  and  calling  them  back  in 
an  inilant,  there  was  not  a  viper  to  be  feen.     He  railed 
their  admiration  by  iundiy  other  perfonnances,  and  the 
Wcirnman's  former  opinion  ar.d  abhorrence  of  his  cha- 
racter began  to  recur ;  wlien,   in  confideration  cf  the 
civility  with  v/hich  he  had  been  treated,  this  Italian 
imparted  to  them  ail  the  methods  by  which  he  had  acl- 
ed  fuch  wonders,  that  were  no  other  than  the  efiecls  of 
natural  caufes  curioufiy  combined  5  fo  that  Morgan 
became  a  convert  to  his^flcill,  afeed  pardon  for  the  fu- 
fpicion  he  had  entertained,  and  invited  the  ftranger  to 
pafs  a  few  days  v/i:h  him  at  Canterbury.   Thefcruples 
of  Godfrey  and  Joiter  were  removed  at  the  fame  time, 
and  Peregrine  teilified  his  fatisfaclion  by  a  handfom? 
gratuity  which  he  bellowed  upon  their  entertainer. 
The  evvjiing  bfing  fp^nt  ift  th]$  fociai-Ie  rnar  ner, 
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«Yeiy  man  retired  to  his.rcrpediij^--chamber,  and  next 
morning  they  breakfafted  togcther-j'.'wjien  Tvlorgan  de- 
clared he  would  fla.y  till  he  fliould-  fee  our  hero  fairly 
embarked,  that  he  might  have.. the, pleafure  of  Mr.- 
Gauntlet's  company  to  his  Gwn_  habitation :  mean- 
while, by  the  fkipper's  advice,  the;  feiyants  v^ere  or- 
dered to  cany  a  Here  of  wine  and  proviiion  on'board, 
in  cafe  of  accident ;  and  as  the  packet-boat  could  not 
fail  before  one  o'clock,  the  com.pany  walked  up  hill  to 
viut  the  caftle,  where  they  fav/the  fword  of  Julius. Cje- 
far,  and  Queen  Elizabeth's  pocket-piftol ;  repeated 
Shakfpear's  defcription,  while  they  furv^eyed  the  chalky 
cliffs  on  each  fide ;  and  caft  their  eyes  towards  the  city 
of  Calais,  that  was  obfcured  by  a  thick  cloud,  which 
did  not  much  regale  their  eye-light,  becaufe  it  feeraed 
to  portend  foul  vv'eather. 

Having  viev/ed  every  thing  remarkable  in  this  place, 
they  returned  to  the  pier  5  where,  after  the  compliments 
of  parting,  and  an  aifcftionate  embrace  betv.-een  the' 
two  young  gentlemen,  Peregi-ine  and  his  governor  ft ep- 
ped  on  board,  the  fails  v.-ere  hcifted,  and  they  went  to 
lea  with  a  fair  wind,  while  Godfrey ,^  Morgan,  and  tha 
conjuror,  walked  back  to  the  inn,  from  vdience  they 
fet  out  for  Canterb\u-y  before  dinner. 
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